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T O 



STELLA. 



LET T E R XIX. 

London, March 24, 1710-11. 

IT was a little crofs in Prefto not to fend to-day 
to the CofFce-houfe to fee whether there was a 
letter from MD' before I fent away mine ; but faith 
I did it on purpofe, beciufe I would fcorn to anfwer 
two letters of youts fucceffively. This way of 
journal is the worft in the world for writing of 
news, unlefs one does it the laft day ; and fo I will 
obferve henceforward, if there be any politicks or 
ftuiF worth fending. My fliin mends in fpite of the 
fcratching laft night. I dined to-day at Ned South- 
well's with the Bifhop of Oflbry and a parcel of 
Irifli gentlemen. ' Have you yet feen any of the 
Spectators ? Juft three weeks to-day fince I had 
your laft, N. 1 1 . I am afraid I have loft one by 
the pacquet that was taken ; that will vex me, con- 
Vol. XV. B fidcring 



2 DR. SWIFT'S 

fidaing the pains MD take to write, efpeciaTIy 
poor Stella, and her weak eyes, God blefs them and 
the owner, and fend them welU and little me toge« 
ther, I hope ere long. This illncfs of Mr. Har- 
ley puts every thing backwards^ and he is ftill 
down, and like to be fo, by that extravafated blood 
which comes from his breafl to the wound : it was 
by the fecond blow Guifcard gave him after the pen- 
knife was broken. I am fhocked at that villainy 
whenever I think of it. Biddy Floyd is paft dan- 
ger, but will lofe all her beauty: fhe had them 
mighty thick, efpecialfy about her nofe. 

25. Morning. I wifli yoo a merry new-year ; 
this is the firft day of the year, you know> with us^ 
and 'tis Lady-day. I muft riie and go to my Lord 
Keeper : it is not (having-day to-day> fo I fliall be 
early. I am to dine with Mr. Secretary St. John. 
Good morrow, my miflreiles bptb^ good morrow. 
Stella will be peeping out of her room at Mrs. de 
Caudres' down upon the folks as they come from 
church * ; and there comes Mrs. Proby, and that*s 
my Lady Southwell, and there's Lady Betty Roch« 
fort. I long to hear how you are fettled in your 
new lodgings, I wifli I were rid of my old ones, 
and that Mrs. Brent could contrive to put up my 
books in boxes, and lodge them in fonK fafe place, 
and you keep my papers of importance. But I muft 
rife, I tell you. — ^At night. So I vifited and dined 
as I told you, ajid what of that ? We have let Guif- 

* MD's lodgings were exa£Uy oppofitp to $V Masy's churcb* 

card 



JOURNAL to STELLA. 3 

card be buried at la(l» after fhewlng him pickled ia 
a trough this fortnight for two-pence a piece j and 
the itUow that jQiewed would point to his body^ 
and. See, gendemen, this is the wound that was 
given him by his Grace the Duke of Ormond ; and 
this is the wound, 6cc. and then the ihow was over, 
and another fet of rabble came in. "Tis hard that 
our laws would not fufier us to hang his body in 
chains, becaufe he was not tried ; and in the eye of 
our law every man is innocent till then. — Mr. Har-* 
ley is dill very weak, and never out of bed. 

26. This was a mod delicious day ; and my (him 
being paft danger, I walkt like lightning above two 
hours in the Park. We have generally one fair day, 
and then a great deal of rain for three or four days 
together. All things are at a flop in parliament for 
want of Mr. Harley; they cannot flir an inch 
without him in their mod material afiairs : and we 
fear by the caprice of Radcliife, who will admit 
none 4 but his own furgeon, he has not been well 
lookt after. I dined at an alehoufe with Mr. 
Lewis, but had his wine. Don't you begin to fee 
the flowers and bloflbms of the field ? How bufy 
ihould I now be at Laracor ? No news of your box ? 
I hope you have it, and are this minute drinking 
the chocolate, and that the fmell of the Brazil to-> 
bacco has not afFeded it. I would be glad to knov/ 
whether you like it, becaufe I would fend you more 
by people that are now every day thinking of going 
to Ireland ; therefore pray tell me, and tell mc ibon) 
aod I will have the ftrong box* 

B 2 »7* ^. 
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4 DR. SWIFT^s 

27. A rainy wretched fcurvy day from mornfng 
till night : and my neighbour Vanh jmrigh invited 
me to dine with them : and this evening I pafled at 
Mr.' Prior's with Dr. Friend; and 'tis now part 
twelve, fo I muft go fleep. 

28. Morning. Oh faith, you're an impudent 
fancy couple of fluttekins for prefuming to write fc 
foon, faid I to myfclf this morning; who knows 
but there mav be a letter from MD at the Coffee- 
houfe ? Well, you muft know, and fo, I jufi: now 
fent Patrick, and he brought me three letters, but 
not one from MD, no indeed, for I read all the 
fuperfcriptions ; and not one from MD. One 1 
opened, it was from the Archbifliop ; t'other I 
opened, it was from Staunton ; the third I took, 
and lookt at the hand. Whofe hand is this ? fays 
I ; yes, fays I, whofe hand is this ? then there was 
wax between the folds ; then I began to fufpeft ; 
then I peeped ; faith, it was Walls's hand after all : 
then I opened it in a rage, and then it was little 
MD's hand, dear, little, pretty, charming MD's 
fweet hand again. O Lord, en't here a clutter and 
a ftir, and a buftle, never faw the like. Faith, I 
believe yours lay fome days at the poft-office, and 
tliat it came before my eighteenth went, but that I 
did not expedt it, and I hardly ever go there. Well, 
and fo you think I'll anfwer this letter now ; no 
faith, and fo I won't. I'll make you wait, young 
women ; but I'll enquire immediately about poor 
Dingley's exchequer trangum *. What, is that Ve- 

* He muft mean an Exchequer tally. 

- • del 
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* 

del again a foldicr ? Was he broke .^ Til put it in 
Ben Tooke's hand. I hope Vedel could not fell it. 
— At night. Vedel, Vcdcl, poh, pox, I think it is 
Vedeau ; aye Vedeau, now I have it ; let me fee, 
do you name him in-yours ? Yes, Mr. John Vedeau 
is the brother ; but where does this brother live? 
rii enquire. This was a faft-day for the publick; 
fo I dined late with Sir Matthew Dudley, whom I 
have not been with a great while. He is one of 
thofe that muft lofe his employment whenever the 
great (hake comes ; and I can't contribute to keep 
him in, though I have dropt words in his favour 
to the miniftry ; but he has been too violent a whig, 
and friend to the Lord Trcafurer *, to ftav in. 'Tis 
odd to think how long they let thofe people keep 
their places ; but the reafon is, they have not enough 
to fatisfy all cxpedters, and fo they keep them all in 
hopes, that they may be good boys in the mean 
time ; and thus the old ones hold in ftill. The 
comptroller told me, that there are eight people ex- 
pedl his Aaif. I walkt after dinner to-day round the 
Park. What, do I write politicks to little young 
women ? Hold your tongue, and go to your dean's. 
29. Morning. If this be a fine day I will walk 
into the city, and fee Charles Barnard's library. 
What care I for your letter, your fancy N. 12 ? I 
will fay nothing to it yet : faith, I believe this will 
be full before its time, and then go it muft. I will 
always write once a fortnight -, and if it goes foon- 
cr by filling fooner, why then there if fo much clear 

• Earl of Godclphin. 

B 3 gain. 



6 DR. SWIFTs 

gain. Morrow, morrow, rogues and lafles both, 
I can't lie fcribbling here in bed for your play ; I 
mull rife, and fo morrow again. — At night. Your 
friend Montgomery and his fitter arc here, as I am 
told by Patrick : I have fecn him often, but take no 
notice of him : he is grown very ugly and, pimpled. 
They tell mc he is a gamefter, and wins money.— 
How could I help it, pray ? Patrick fnufft the can- 
dle too Ihort, and the greafe ran down upon the pa-- 
per*. It cn't my fault, 'tis Patrick's fault; pray 
now don't blame Prefto. I walkt to-day into the city 
and dined at a private houfe, and went to fee the 
auftion of poor Charles Barnard's books ; they were 
in the middle of the phyfick bopks, fo I bought 
none ; and they are fo dear, I believe I fhall buy 
none, and there's an end ; and go to Stoyte's, and Til 
go ileep. 

30. Morning. This is Good-Friday, you muft 
know, and I muft rife and go to Mr. Secretary about 
JTome bufincfs, and Mrs.. Vanhomrigh defires me to 
i>reakfaft with her, becaufe fhe is to intercede for 
Patrick, who is fo often drunk and quarrelfomq iq 
the houfe, that I was rcfolycd to fend him over i 
but he knows all the places where I fend, and is fo 
ufed to my ways, that it would he inconvenient to 
me ; but when t come to Ireland, I will difchargc; 
him +. Sir Thonias Manfel, one of the Lords of 
^c Treafury, fetting me down at my door to-day^ 

* It caufed a violent daub on the paper, which flill continues much 
difcoloured in the original. 

t He forgot here to fay. At night. See what goes before, 

faw 
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Ciw Patrick, and fworc he was a Traguclander. I 
am £0 ufcd to his face, I never obfcrvcd it, but 
thought him a preUy fellow- Sir Andrew Fountain 
and I flipped this faft-day with Mrs. Vanhomrigh. 
We were afraid Mr, Harley's wound would turn to 
a fiftula; but we think the danger is nowpaft. He 
rifes every day, and walks about his room, and we 
hope hell be out in a fortnight. - Prior (hewed me 
a haadfomc paper of verfes he has writ on Mr. Har- 
Icy's accident : they are not out ; I will fend them 
to you, if he will give me a copy. 

31. Mornings What (hall we do to make April 
fools this year, now it happens on Sunday ? Patrick 
brings word that Mr. Harley ftill mends, and is 
up every day. I defign to fee him in a few days : 
and he brings me word too that he has found out 
Vedeau's brother's {hop : I ihall call there in a day 
or two. It feems the wife lodges next door to the 
brother. I doubt the fcoundrel was broke, and got 
a commiflion, or perhaps is a voluntier gentleman, 
and expefts to get. one by his valour. Morrow, (ir- 
rahs, let me rife. — At night. I dined to-day witK 
Sir Thomas Manfel. We were walking in the Park, 
and Mr. Lewis came ta us. Manfel aikt where we 
dined? We faid, together. He faid, we (hould 
dine with him, only his wife defircd hinx to bring 
nobody, becaufe (he had only a leg of mutton. I 
faid, I would dine with him to choofe ; but he 
would fend a fervapt to order a plate or two : yet 
this man has ten thoufancl pounds a year in land, 
and is a Lord of the Treafury, and i? not covetous 

3 4 neither. 
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neither, but runs out merely by flattering and ncg- 
ligence. The worft dinner I ever faw at the Dean's 
was better : but fb it is with abundance of people 
here. I called at night at Mr. Harley's, who be- 
gins to walk in his room with a. flick, but is mighty 
weak. — See how much I have loft with that ugly 
greafe*. 'Tis your fault, pray; and I'll go to 
bed. * . / 

April I. The Duke of Buckingham's houTc fell 
down laft night with an earth-quake, and is half 
fwallowed up -, — Won't you go and fee it ? — An 
April fool, an April fool, oh ho, young women. 
Well, don't be angry, I'll make you an April fool 
no more till the next time : wc had no fport here, 
becaufe it is Sunday, and Eafter-Sunday. I dined 
with the Secretary, who feemed terribly down and 
melancholy, which Mr. Prior and Lewis obferved 
as well as I : perhaps fomething is gone wrong ; 
perhaps there is nothing in it. God blefs my own 
deareft MD, and all is well. 
. 2. We hayc fuch windy weather, 'tis troublcfome 
walking, yet all the rabble have got into our Park 
thefe Eailicr holidays. I am plagued with one 
Richardfon, an Irifli parfon, and his projc^il of print- 
ing Irifh bibles, &c. to make you Chriftians in that 
country : I befriend him what I can on account 
of the Archbffhop and Bilhop of Clogher. — But 
what bufinefs have I to meddle, &c. Don't you 

• The candle-grcafc mentioned before, which foaked through, and 
deformed this part of the p^per on the fccond.-page. 

remember 
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remember that, firrah Stella? what was that about, 
when you thought I was meddling with fomething 
that was not my bufinefs ? Oh faith, you are an 
impudent flut, I remember your doings. Til never 
forget you as long as I live. Lewis and I dined to- 
gether at his lodgings. But where's the anfwer to 
this letter of MD's. O faith, Prefto, you muft 
think of that. Time' enough, fays faucy Prefto. 

3. I was this morning to fee Mrs. Barton ; I love 
Tier better than any one here, and fee her feldofner. 
Why really now, fo it often happens in the world, 
that where one loves a body beft — pfhah, pfhah, 
jrou are fo filly with your moral obfervations. Well, 
but fhc told me ia very good ftory. An old gentle- 
woman died here two montlis ago, and left in her 
will, to have eight men and eight maids bearer^, 
who /hould have two guineas apiece, ten guineas 
to the parfon for a fermon, and two guineas to the 
clerk. But bearers, parfon and clerk, muft be all 
true virgins ; and not to be admitted till they took 
their oaths of virginity : fo the poor woman lies ftill 
unburied, and fo muft do till the general refurrcc- 
tion. — I called at Mr. Secretary's, to fee what the 
D — ailed him on Sunday ; I made him a very pro- 
per fpeech, told him, I obfervcd he was much out 
of temper ; that I did not expedt he would tell me 
the caufe, but would be glad to fee he was in better; 
and one thing I warned him of, never to appear cold 
to me, for I would not be treated like a fchool-boy; 
that I had felt too much of that in my life already 
(meaning Sir William Temple) that I expedled 

every 
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every great Minifter, who honoured me with his 
acquaintance^ if he heard or faw any thing to my 
difadvantage, would let me know it in plain words^ 
and not put me in pain to guefs by the change or 
coldnefs of his countenance or behaviour; for it was 
what I would hardly bear from a crowned head, and 
I thought no fubje^'s favour was worth it ; and that 
I deiigned to let my Lord Keeper and Mr. Harley 
know the fame thing, that they might ufe me ac- 
cordingly. He took all right ; faid^ I had reafon i 
vowed nothing ailed him but fitting up whole nights 
at bufinefs^ and one night at drinking; would have 
had me dined with him and Mrs. Mafham's brother, 
to make up matters; but I would not. I don^ 
know, but I would not. But indeed I was engaged 
with my old friend Rollinfon, you never heard of 
him before. 

4. I ibnictimcs look a line or two back, and fed 
plaguy Diiftakes of the pen ; how do you get over 
them ? you are puzzled fometimes. Why, I think 
what I faid to Mr. Secretary was right. Don't you. 
remember how I ufed to be in pain when Sir Wil- 
liam Temple would look cold and out of humour 
for three or four days, and I ufed to fufped a hun- 
dred reafqns. I have pluckt up my fpirit fmce then^ 
faith ; he fpoiled a fine Gentleman. I dined with 
my neighbour Vanhomrigh, and MD, poor MD, 
it home on a loin of mutton and half a pint of 
^yine, and the mutton was raw, poor Stella- could 
tpt eat, poor dear rogue, and Dingley was fo vext ; 
>ut we'll dine at Stoyte's to-morrow. Mr. Harley 

3 promife4 



JOURNAL to STELLA, ii 

promifed to fee me in a day or two, fo I called this 
evening ; but his Ton and others were abroad, adB 
he alleep, fo I came away, and found out Mrs. 
Vedeau. She drew out a letter from Dingley, and 
faid {be would get a friend to receive the money. I 
told her I would employ Mr. Tooke in it henoE;for- 
ward. Her hufband bought a lieutenancy of foo^ 
and is gone to Portugal. He ibid his (hare of the 
ihop to his brother, and put out the money to main- 
tain her, all but what bought the conimiflion. She 
lodges within two doors of her brother. She tci4 
me, it made her very melancholy tq change her 
manner of life thus, but trade was dead, &r. She 
iays, (he will write to you foon. I delign to engage 
Ben Tooke, and then receive the parchment from 
her.— I gave Mr. Dopping a copy of Prior's verfcs 
on Mr. Harley, he fent them yefterday to Ireland, 
fo go look for them, for I won't be at the trouble to 
tranfcribe them here. They will he printed in 4 
day or two. Give my hearty (ervice to Stoyte and 
Catherine ^ upon my word I love theni dearly, aqd 
fiefire you will tell them fo : pray defire goody Stoyte 
ppt to let Mrs. Walls and Mrs. Johnfon cheat her 
pf her money at ombre, but zffuvc her from me, 
that (lie is a bung}er. Dine with her to-day, and 
tell her fo, and drink my health, and good voyage, 
$aind fpeedy return, and fo you're a rogue. 

5. Morning. Now let us proceed to examine a 

iaucy letter from one Madam MD.— God Almighty 

blefs poor dear Stella, and fend her a great many 

^jrth-days, all happy and b^^^thy, and wealthy, and 

• ' uith 
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tvith mc ever together, and never afunder again, un- 
*iefs by chance. When I find you are happy or 
merry there, it makes mc (o here, and I can hardly 
'imagine you abfent when I am reading your letter, 
'or writing to you. No faith, you are juft here upon 
this little paper, and therefore I fee and talk with 
you every evenihg conftantly, and fometimes in the 
morning, but not always in the morning, becaufc 
that is not fo modeft to young Ladies. — What, you 
would 'fain palm a letter on me more than you fent; 
and I, like a fool, muft look over all yours, to fee 
whether this was really N. 12. or more, Patrick 
has this moment brought me letters from the Bifhop 
of Clogher and Par\'ifol ; my heart was at my mouth 
for fear of one from MD ; what a difgrace would 
it be to have two of yours to anfwer together ? but 
faith this fhall go to night, for fear, and then come 
when it will, I defy it. No, you are not naughty 
at all, write 'when you are difpofed. And fo the 
Dean told you the ftory of Mr. Harley from the 
Archbifhop; I warrant it never fpoiled your fupper, 
or broke off your game. Nor yet, have not you 
the boiJ ; I wi(h Mrs. Edgworth had the — . But 
you have it now, I fuppofe ; and is the chocolate 
good, or has the tobacco fpoiled it ? Leigh flays till 
Sterne has done his bufmefs, no longer ; and when 
that will be, God knows : I befriend him as much 
as 1 can, but Mr. Harley's accident ftops that as 
well as all things elfe. You guefs. Madam Dingley, 
that I fhall ftay a round twelvemonth ; as hope faved, 
I would come ovcr> if I could> this minute; but we 

wiU 
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Will talk of that bye and bye. — ^Your affair of Vedcau 
I have told you of already; now to the next, turn 
over the leaf. Mrs. Dobbins lies, I have no more 
provifion here or in Ireland than I had, I am 
pleafcd that Stella the conjurer approves what I did 
with Mr. Harley * ; but your generofity makes me 
mad ; I know you repine inwardly at Prefto's ab- 
fencc I you think he has broken his word of coming 
in three month*;, and that this is always his trick ^ 
and now Stella fc^ys, (he does not fee poflibly how 
I can come away in harte, and that MD is fatisfied, 
0?r. An't you a rogue to overpower me thus ? I 
did not expedt to find fucn friends as I have done. 
They may indeed deceive me too. But there are 
important reafons [Pox on this greafe, this candle 
tallow !] why they (hould not -f. I have been ufcd 
barbaroufly by the late Miniftry; I am a little 
piqued in honour to let people fee 1 am not to be 
de^ifed. The aflurances they give me, without 
any fcruple or provocation, are fuch as are ufually 
believed in the world j they may come to nothing, 
but the firft opportunity that offers, and is negle<flcd, 
I ihall depend no more, but come away J. I could 
fay a thoiifand things on this head, if I were with 
you, I am thinking why Stella fliould not go to 
the Bath, if (he be told it will do her good } I will 
make Parvifol get up fifty pounds, and pay it you ; 

* In relation to the Bank Note. 

t Swift was, at this time, their great Aipport and champion. 

% And fo at lafl he threatened ; or perhaps he never would have got 
than xrifling Deanry of. St. Patrick's* 

'•and 



14 DR. SWIFT'S 

and you may be good houfcwivcs, and live cheap 
there fome months, and return in Autumn, or vifit 
London, as you pleafc : pray think of it. I writ 
td Bernage, diredted to Curry's ; I wifh he had the 
letter. I will fend the bohca tea, if I can. The 
Bi(hop of Kilmore, I don't keep fuch company ; an 
old dying fool whom I was never with in my life. 
So I am no godfather ; all the better. Pray, Stella, 
explain thofe two words ef yours to me, what you 
mean by VilUan^ and Dainger *, and you. Madam 

Dingley, what is Cbrijlianing ? Lay your letter 

ibis way^ ibis way, and the devil a bit of difference 
between this way and t'other way. No i Til fhew 
you, lay them tbis way, tbis way, and not tbat way, 

that way •(•.- You (hall have your ^rons ; and 

I'll put all your commiflions as they come, in a 
paper together, and don't think I'll forget MD's or- 
ders, bccaufe they are friends \ I'll be as careful, as 
if they were ftrangers. I know not what to do 
about this Clements. Walls will not let me fay 
any thing, as if Mr. Pratt was againft him; and 
now the Bifhop of Clogher has written to me in his 
behalf. This thing does not rightly fall in my way, 
and that people never confider : I always give my 
good offices where they are proper, and that I am 
judge of ; however, I will do what I can. But, if 

* It may be fomewhat amazing to <teclare ; but Stella* with all hei^ 
wit and good fenfe, (jpelled ytrf ill. And Dr. Swift in&lted gitatif 
upon women's ipeHing well. 

t The flope of the letters in the words tUs vk^^ tbit mtMtj^^ it to the 
left bandy bat th^ flope of .the words ibat w^r, thu mn^, is to th» 
right lumdi' 

he 
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he has the name of a Whig, it will be hard, cOn- 
fidering my Lord Anglcfea and Hyde are very much 
otherwife, and you know they have the employw 
ment of Deputy Treafurer. If the frolick fhould 
take you of going to the Bath, I here fend you a 
ftotc on Parvifol; if not, you may tear it, and 
there's an end. Farewel. 

If you have an imagination that the Bath will do 
you good, I fay again, I would have you go; if 
not, or it be inconvenient, burn this note. Or, if 
you would go, and not take fo much money, take 
thirty pounds, and I will return you twenty from 
hence. Do as you pleafe, firrahs. I fuppofc it 
will not be too late for the firft feafon j if it be, I 
would have you refolve however to go the fecond 
feafon, if the Dodlors fay it will do you good, and 
you fancy fo. 

LETTER XX. 

London, April 5, ly 11. 

I PUT my nineteenth in the poft-office juft now 
myfdf, as I came out of the city, where I 
dined. This rain ruins me in coach-hire ; I walkt 
away fixpennyworth, and came within a fhilling 
length, and then took a coach, and got a lift back 
for nothing; and am now bufy. 

6. Mr. Secretary defired I would fee him this 
morning, faid he had feveral things to fay to me, 
aad faid not one ; and the Duke of Ormond fent 

to 
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•jr. ^ -^ 

to defire I would meet him at Mr. Southweirs by 

ten this morning too, which I did, thinking it was 
fome particular matter. All the Irifh in town were 
there, to confult upon preventing a bill for laying 
a duty on Irifh yarn ; fo we talkt awhile, and thca 
all went to the lobby of the Houfe of Commons, 
to folicit our friends, and the Duke came among the 
reft ', and Lord Anglefea folicited admirably, and I 
did wonders. But after all, the matter was put off 
till Monday, and then we are to be at it again. I 
dined with Lord Mountjoy, and lookt over him at 
chefs, which put me in mind of Stella and Grifiyth. 
I came home, and that dog Patrick was not within, 
fo I fretted, and fretted, and what good did that do 
me ? And fo get you gone to your Deans, you cou- 
ple of queans. I can't find rhyme to Walls and 
Stoyte. — Yes, yes. You expe<fl Mrs. Walls, Be 
drefs'd when (he calls. To carry you to Stoyte, Or 
clfe honifoit. Henley told me that the tories were 
infupport-able people, becaufe they are for bringing 
in French claret, and will not fup-port. Mr. Harley 
will hardly get abroad this week or ten days yet. I 
reckon when I fend away this letter he will be juft 
got into the houfe of commons. My laft letter 
went in twelve days, and fo perhaps may this. No 
it won t, for thofe letters that go under a fortnight 
are anfwerers to one of yours, otherwife you muft 
take the days as they happen, fome dry, fome wet, 
fome barren, fome fruitful, fome merry, fome in- 
fipid ; fome, &c. — I will write you word exadlly 
the firft day I fee young goofebcrries, and pray ob- 

fcrvc 
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fcrvc how touch later you arc. We have not had 
five fine days this five weeks, but rain or wind* 
Tis a late Spring they fay here. — Go to bed, you 
two dear faucy brats, and don't keep me up all 
night. 

7. Ford has been at Epfom, to avoid Good- Fri- 
day and Eafter-Sunday. He forced me to-day to 
dine with him 5 and tells me, there are letters from 
Ireland giving an account of a great indifcretion in 
the Archbiftiop of Dublin, who applied a ftory out 
of Tacitus very refleftingly on Mf. Harley, and 
that twenty people have written of it j I do not be- 
lieve it yet. I called this evening to fee Mr. Secre- 
tary^ who had been very ill with the gravel and pain 
in his back, by Burgundy and Champagne, added 
to the fitting up all night at bufinefs ; I found him 
drinking tea while the reft were at Champagne, and 
was very glad of it. I have chid him fo fcverely that 
I hardly knew whether he would take it well : then I 
went and fat an hour with Mrs. St. John, who is 
growing a great favourite of mine ; flie goes to the 
Bath on Wednefday, for /he is much out of 
health, and has begged me to take care of the 

- Secretary. 

8. 1 dined to-day with Mr. Secretary St. John . 
he gave me a letter to read, which was from the 
publiiher of the news-paper called the Poft-boy ; 

. in it there was a long copy of a letter from Dub- 
lin, giving an account of what the whigs faid upon 
Mr. Harley's being ftabbcd, and how much they 
abufe him and Mr. Secretary St. John ; and at the 
Vol. X7, C end 
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end there was half a dozen lines^ telling the ilory of 
the Archbilhop of Dublin, and abufsng him horri- 
bly ; this was to be printed on Tueiday. I told the 
Scxrretary I would not fuffer that about the Archbi* 
fliop to be printed, and fo I croft it out ; and after* 
wards, to prevent all danger, I made him give me 
the letter, and, upon farther thought, would let 
none of it be publiibed : and I fent for the printer 
and told him fo, and ordered him, in the Sccreta- 
ry's name, to print nothing reflcding on any body 
in Ireland till he had (hewed it me. Thus I have 
prevented a terrible fcandal to the Archbilhop, by a 
piece of perfeft good fortune. I will let him know 
it by next poft; and pray, if you pick it out, let 
me know, and whether he is thankful for it ; but 
fay nothing. 

9. I was to-day at the Houfe of Commons again 
about this yarn, at Lord Anglefea's deiire, but the 
buiinefs is again put off till Monday. I dined with 
Sir John Stanley, by an ailignation I had made with 
Mr. St. John, and George Granville, the Secretary 
gt war, but they let in other company, fome ladies, 
and fo we were not as'eafy as I intended. My head 
is pretty tolerable, but every day I feel fome little 
diforders ; I have left off fnufF fince Sunday, find- 
ing myfelf much worfe after taking a good deal at 
the Secretary's. I would not let him drink one 
drop of Champagne or Burgundy without water, 
and in compliment I did fo myfelf. He is much 
better^ but when be is well he is like Stella, and 
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tJ^iU not be goveroed. So go to your Stoyte*s, and 
rU go fleep. 

lo. I bave been vifiting Lady Woriley and Mrs. 
Barton to-day^ and dined foberly with my friend 
Lewis. The Dauphin is dead of an apopleicy ; I 
wifh he had lived till the fini(hing of this letter, 
that it might be news to you» Duncomb^ the ricb 
alderman, died to-day, and I hear has left the Duke 
of Argyle, who married his niece, two hundred 
Choufand pounds ; I hope it is true, for I love that 
Duke mightily. I writ this evening to the Arch* 
btihop of Dublin, about what I told you ; and thdi 
went to take leave of poor Mrs. St. John, who gave 
xne (bid charge to take care of the Secretary in her 
ablence, faid ihe had none to truft but me; and 
the poor creature's tears came frefli into her eyes. 
Before we took leave, I was drawn in by the other 
ladies and Sir John Stanley to raffle for a fan, with 
a pox ; it was four guineas, and we put in ievea 
Shillings apiece, feveral raffled for abfent people; 
k^ I loft, and fo mift an opportunity of (hewing 
xny gallantry to Mrs. St. John, whom I defigned to 
tiave pre&nted it to, if I, had won. Is Dillyf 
gone to the Bath ? His face will whiz:; in the wa^^* 
ter ; I fuppoie he will write to us from thence, 
and will take London in his way back. — The rab- 
.ble will iay. There goes a drunken parfon, and 
which is worfe, they will fay trye. Oh, but you 
muft know^ I cacri^ Ford to dine with Mr. Su 

• Tkt Rmiml Dakn Aflit. 

C 2 John 
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John laft Sunday, that he may brag when he goc» 
back, of dining with a Secretary of State. The 
Secretary and I went aw^y early, and left him drink- 
ing with the reft, and he told me that two or three 
bf them were drunk. They talk of great promo- 
tions to be made ; that Mr. Harley is to be Lord 
Treafufer> and Lord Poulet * Mafter of the Horfe, 
&c. but they are only conjedure. The Speaker is 
to make Mr. Harley a compliment the firft time he 
comes into the Houfe, which I hope^ will be in a 
week. He has had an ill furgcori, by the caprice 
of that puppy Dr. Radcliffe ; which has kept him 
•back {6 long -, and yefterday he got a cold, but is 
better to-day. — What ! I think I am ftark mad to 
write fo much in one day to little faucy MD ; here's 
a deal of ftuff, indeed ; can't you bid thofe little 
dear rogues good night, and let them go deep, Mr. 
Prefto? When your tongue runs there's no ho with 
you, pray. 

II. Again at the lobby, like a lobcock, of the 
Houfe of Commons, about your Irifh yarn, and 
again put off till Friday ; and I and Patrick went 
into the city by water, where I dined, and then I 
went to the audlion of Charles Barnard's books, but 
the good ones were fo monftrous dear, I could not 
reach them, fo I laid out one pound feven fhillings 
but very indifferently, and came away, and will go 
there no more. Henley Would fain engage me to 
go with Steele and Rowe, &c. to an iavitation at 

•^Hc was at .this lime firft Comiuiffioncr of the Treafur/ 

. . Sir 
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Sir William Read's. Surely you have heard of him. 
He has been a mountebank, and is the Queen's 
oculift ; he makes admirable punch, and treats you 
in gold veflels. But I am engaged, and won't go, 
neither indeed am I fond of the jaunt. So good 
night, and go fleep. 

12. I went about noon to the Secretary, who is 
very ill with a cold, and fometimes of the gravel, 
with his Champagne, &c. I fcolded him like a 
dog, and he promifes faithfully more care for the 
future. To-day my Lord Anglefea, and Sir Tho- 
mas Hanmer, and Prior and I dined, by appoint- 
ment, with Lieutenant-General Webb. My Lord 
and I (laid till ten o'clock, but we drank foberly, 
and I always with water. There was with us one 
Mr. Campain^ one of the Oftober Club, if you 
know what that is; a club of country members, 
who think the minifters are too backward in punifti- 
ing and turning out the whigs. I found my Lord 
and the reft thought I had more credit with the mi- 
oiftry than I pretend to have, and would have en- 
gaged me to put them upon fomething that would 
iatisfy their defires, and indeed I think they have 
ibme realbn to complain ; however, I will not burn 
my fingers. 1 11 remember Stella's chiding; What 
had you to do with what did not belong to you, 
&c. However, you will give me leave to tell the 
miniftry my thoughts when they afk them, and 
other people's thoughts fometimes when they do not 
afk ; fo thinks Dingley. 

C 3 »3' I 
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1 3. I called this morning at Mrs. Vedeau^s agaur, 
who has employed a friend to get the money ; it 
will be done in a fortnights and then ihe will de* 
liver me up the parchment. I went then to fee 
Mr. Harley, who I hope will be out in a few days; 
he was in excellent good humour, only complained 
to me of the negleft of Guifcard's cure, how glad 
he would have been to have had him live. Mr. 
Secretary came, in to us, and we were very merry 
till Lord Chamberlain (Duke of Shrewfbury) came 
up ; then Colonel Mafham and I went off, after I 
had been prefented to the Duke, and that we made 
two or three filly compliments fuitable to the occa^ 
fion. Then I attended at the Houfe of Commons 
about yoqr yarn, and 'tis again put off. Then Ford 
drew me to dine at a tavern, it happened to be the 
day and the houfe where the Odlober Club dine. 
After we had dined» coming down we called to en^ 
quire, whether oar yarn bufinefs hj|d been over that 
day, and I lent into the room for Sir George Beau-f 
xnont. But I had like to be drawn into a diHiculty ^ 
for in two minutes out comes Mr. Finch, Lor4 
.Guernfey's fon, to let me know, that my Lord 
Compton, the fleward of this feail^ defired, in the 
name of the club, that I would do them the ho- 
nour to dine with them. I fent my excufes, adorn? 
cd with about thirty compliments, aqd got off as 
fail: as I could. It would have been a inofl impro- 
per thing for me to dine there, confidering my friend- 
ihip for the miniftry- The club is about a hundred 
and fifty, and near eighty of them were then goiqg 

tQ 
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to dinner at two long tables in a great ground 
room. At evening I went to the audlion of Bar- 
nard's books, and laid out three pounds three (liiU 
fingSy but rU go there no more ; and fo I faid once 
before, but now Til keep to it* I forgot to tell 
that when I dined at Webb's with Lord Anglefea, 
f /poke to him of Clements, as one recommended 
for a very honeft gentleman, and good officer, and 
hoped he would keep him: he faid, he had no 
thoughts otherwiie, and that he Hiouid certainly 
bold his place, while he continued to deferve it; and 
I could not find there had been any intentions from 
his Lordfhip againft him. But I tell you» hunny, 
the impropriety of this. A great man will do a fa* 
vour for me, or for my friend ; but why (hould he 
do it for my friend's friend. Recommendations 
&ould ftop before they come to that. Let any 
friend of mine recommend one of his to me for a 
thing in my power, I will do it lor his fake ; but 
to fpeak to another for my friend's friend, is againf): 
aH reafon ; and I delire you will underftand this, and 
difcourage any fuch troubles given me. — I hope this 
may do fome good to Clements, it can do no hurt ; 
and I find by Mrs. Pratt, that her hufband is his 
friend ; and the Bifhop of Clogher fays, Clements's 
danger is not from Pratt, but from fome other ene« 
mies, that think him a whig. 

14. I was fo bufy this morning that I did not 
go out till late. 1 writ to-day to the Duke of Ar* 
gyle, but faid nothing of Bcrnagc, who, I believe, 
will not fee him till Spain is conquered^ and that 

C 4 is 
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is not at all. I was to-day at Lord Shclburn's,- 
and fpoke to Mrs* Pratt again about Clements ; 
Jier hufband himfelf wants fome good offices, and 
I have done him very good ones lately, and told 
Mrs. Pratt, I expedled her hufband would ftand by 
Clements in return. Sir Andrew Fountain and I 
dined with neighbour Vanhomrigh ; he is mighty 
ill of an aflhma, and apprehends himfelf in much 
danger ; 'tis his own fault, that will rake and drink, 
when he is but juft crawled out of his grave. I 
will fend this letter juft now, bccaufe I think my 
half year is out for qiy lodging ; and, if you plcafe, 
J would be glad it were paid off, and fome deal 
boxes made for my books, and kept in fome fafc 
place, I would give fomething for their keeping ; 
but I doubt that lodging will not fervc mc when I 
come back ; I would have a larger place for books, 
and a ftable, if poffible. So pray be fp kind to 
pay the lodging, and all accounts about it ; and get 
Mrs. Brent to put i|p my things. I would haye nq 
books put in that trunk wherp my papers are. If 
you do not think of going fo the Bath, I here fend 
you a bill pn Parvifol for twenty pounds Irifh, ou^ 
pf which you will pay for the lodging, and fcorc 
the rert to pic. Do as you pleaff , and love poor 
Prefto, that loyps MD better than his life a thoufand 
millions of times. F^rewel, MD, ^&c. &c. 



LET^ 
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LETTER XXL 

London^ April 14, 17 11. 

REMEMBER, firrahs, that there arc but nine 
days between the dates of my two former 
letters. I fent away my twentieth this moment, 
and now am writing on like a fifh, as if nothing 
was done. But there was a caufe for my hading 
away the laft, for fear it fhouid not come time 
enough before a new quarter began. I told you 
where I dined to-day, but forgot to tell you what I 
believe, that Mr. Harley will be Lord Treafurer in 
a ihort time, and other great removes and promo- 
tions made. This is my thought, &c. 

15. I was this morning with Mr. Secretary, and 
he is grown pretty well. I dined with him to-day, 
and drank feme of that wine which the Great Duke 
of Tufcany ufed to fend to Sir William Temple : 
he always fends fome to the chief miniflers. I 
liked it mightily, but he does not ; and he ordered 
his butler to fend me a chcft of it to-morrow. 
Would to God MD had it. The Queen is well 
again, and was at Chapel to-day, &c. 

16. I went with Ford into the city to-day, and 
dined with Stratford, and drank tockay, and then 
we went to the audlion ; but I did not lay out above 
twelve (hillings. My head is a little out of order 
to-night, though no formal fit. My Lord Keeper 
has fent to invite me to dinner to-morrow, and you'll 

diae 
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dine better with the Dean, and God blefs you. I 
forgot to tell you that yefterday was fent me a Nar* 
rative printed, with all the circumfbnces of Mr, 
Harley'$ ftabbing^ I bad not time to do it myfelf ; 
fo I fent my hints to the author of the Atalantis *, 
itnd (he h^ cook'd it into a iix-pemiy pampfakt» ia 
her own ftyle, only Ae firft page is left as I was 
begmmng it. But I was ^aid of difobliging Mr. 
Harley or Mr. St. John in one critical point about 
it, and fo would not da it myfelf, It is worth your 
reading, for the circomftances arc all true. My 
cheft of Florence was fent me this morning, and 
coil nfie fe^n and fix-pence to two fervants. I would 
give two guineifts you had it, &c. 

17. I was (b out (^ order with my head this 
morning, that I was going to fend my excufes to 
my Lord Keeper ; but however I got up at eleven, 
and walked there after two, and ftaid till eight. 
There was Sir Thomas Manfel, Prior, George GnErn- 
ville, and Mr. Casfar, and we were very merry. 
My head is ftill wrong, but I have had no formal 
fit, only I totter a little. I have left off fnuflF alto- 
gether. I have a noble roll of tobacco for grating, 
very good. Shall I fend it to MD, if flie lifces that 
fort ? My Lord Keeper and our this day's company 
are to dine on Saturday with George Granville, and 
to-morrow I dine with Lord Anglciea. 

18. Did you ever fee ftch a blundering goofecap 
as Prcfto ? I faw the number 21 a-top, and fo I went 

♦ Mrs, Mauley, 
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if it xMct fhe day of the month, whereas this 
t Wedmfday the i8th. How ihall I do to 
Old alter them ? I have made a Ihtft to do it 
idf but it is a great botch. I dined with Lord 
z&ai to*dayr but did not .go to the Houfe of 
mons about the yarn y my head was not weU 
^h. I know not what's the mateer : it has ne« 
sen thus before : two days together giddy from 
ing till night, but not with any violence or 
; and I totter a little, but can make (htft to 
I doubt I muft fall to my pills again : I 
: of going into the country a little way. I tell 
¥hat you mui\ do henceforward : you muft in- 
your letter in a fair half iheet of paper, and 
t the outiide To Erafmus Lewis, Efquiiv, at 
^rd Dartmouth's office at Whitehall:: for I 
- go to the Coffee-houie, and they will grudge 
ce in my letters. I forgot to tell you that your 
ler was to ice me this morning, and brought 
I flafk of fweet water for a pre&nt, admirable 
ly head ; but I fhall not fmell to it. She is 
J to Sheen with Lady GifFard : (he jwould fain 
your papers over to you, or give them to me. 
vhat you would haye done, and it fhall be done; 
ife I love Stella, and fhe is a good daughter, 
fay, and fo is Dingley. 

). This morning General Webb was to give 
. vifit : he goes with a crutch and a ftick, yet 
forced to come up two pair of ftairs. I pro- 
d to dine with him, but afterwards fent my ex- 
, and dined privately in my friend Lewis's 

lodg. 
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lodgings at Whitehall^ with whom I had^tnuch bu-^ 
finefs to talk of» relating to the piiblick and myfelf. 
Little Harrifon the Tatler goes to-morrow to the 
Secretaryfhip I got him at the Hague, and Mr. St. 
John has made him a prefent of fifty guineas to 
bear his charges. An't I a good friend ? Why arc 
not you a young fellow, that I might prefer you ? I 
had a letter from Bernage from Kinfale : he tells me 
his commiiHon for Captain- Lieutenant was ready for 
him at his arrival : fo there are two jackanapefcs I 
have done with. My head is fomething better this 
evening, though not well. 

20. I was this morning with Mr. Secretary, 
whofe pacquets were juft con>e in, and among 
them a letter from Lord Peterborow to me : he 
writes fo well, I have no mind toanfwer him, and 
fo kind, that I muft anfwer him. The Emperor's 
death muft, I think, caufe great alterations it Eu- 
rope, and, I believe, will haflen a peace. We reckon 
our King Charles will be chofen Emperor, and 
the Duke of Savoy fet up for Spain ; but 1 believe 
he will make nothing of it. Dr. Friend and I 
dined in the city at a printer's, hut it coft me 
two (hillings in coach-hire, and a great deal more 
this week and month, which has been almofl: all 
rain, with now and then fun-fliine, and is thq 
trueft April that I have known thefe many years. 
The lime-trees in the Park are all out in leaves, 
though not large leaves yet. Wife people are go- 
ing into the country ; but many think the parlia- 
ment can hardly be up thefe fix weeks. Mr. Haf-.- 

Icy 
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ley was with the Queen on Tuefday. I believe 
certainly he will be the Lord Trcafurer : I have not 
fccn him this week. 

21. Morning. Lord Keeper, and I, and Prior, 
and Sir Thomas Manfel have appointed to dine this 
day with George Granville. My head, I thank 
God, is better j but to be giddy i(h three or four 
days together mortified me. I take no fnufF, and I 
will be very regular in eating little and the gentleft 
meats. How docs poor Stella juft now, with her 
Deans and her Stoytes ? Do they give you health 
for the money you lofe at ombre, firrah ? What fay 
you to that ? Poor Dingley frets to fee Stella lofc 
tiiatfour apd eleven-pence, t'other night. Let us 
rile. Morrow, fmahs. I will rife, fpite of your 
little teeth ; good morrow, — At night. Oh, faith, 
you are little dear fauce'boxes. I was juft going in 
the morning to tell you that I began to want a let- 
ter from MD, and in four minutes after Mr. Ford 
fends me one that he had pickt up at St. James's 
Coffce-houfe; for I go to no CofFee-houfe at all. 
And faith, I was glad at heart to fee it, and to fee 
Stella fo trifle. * O Lord, what pretending ? Well, 
T)ut I won't anfwer it yet ; Til keep it for t'other 
iide. Well, we dined to^-day according to appoint- 
ment ; Lord Keeper went away at near eight, I at 
eight, and I believe the reft will be fairly fuddled ; 
for young Harcourt, Lord Keeper's fon, began to 
prattle before *I came atvay. It will not do with 
Prior's lean carcafe. I drink little, mifs my glafs 
€jftcn, put watdr in my wine, and go away before 
- ' the 
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the reft, which I take to be a good receipt fof j(b^ 
hrlety. Let us put it into rhyme^ and fo make 9 
proverb : 

Drink little at a timei 
Put water with pur wine ; 
Mifs your glafs when you can ; 
And go off tbefrjl man. 

God be thanked, I am much better than I was, 
though fomething of a totterer. I ate but little to- 
day, and of the gentleft meat. I refufed ham and 
pigeons, peafe-foup, ftewed beef, cold falmon, be- 
caufe they were too ftrong« I take no fiiufF at all, 
but feme herb fnuff prefcribed by Dr. Raddiffe. 



Go to your Deans 9 
Tou coupkif queans. 



I believe I f^id that already. What care I ? what 
«ares Prefto ? 

22. Morning. I mufl: rife and go lo the Secre- 
tary's. Mr. Harlejr :has been out of town this 
week to xefrefli himfelf before he comes into par« 
liamient. Oh, but I mod liie, fo there is ao more 
to be faid; and io morrow, ficrahs both.— Nighi:^ 
I dined to-day with the Secretary, who has ca^ 
gaged mee for every Sunday .; and I was an hour witl^ 
him this morning deep in politicks, where I told 
him the pbjedions of the prober Qub, and he 
smfwered all except onc^ That no enquiries are madip 

into 
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into paft mirmanagement. But indeed I believe 
they are not yet able to make any : the late mini- 
ftry were too cunning in their rogueries, and fenced 
themfelves with an Aft of general Pardon. I be- 
lieve Mr. Harlcy muft be Lord Trcaforer; yet he 
makes one difficulty ivhicb is hard to anfwer : he 
muft be made a Lord, and his eftate is not large 
enough, and he is too generous to m^e it larger ; 
«nd if the mintflry (boukl change foon by any ac- 
cident, he will be left in the fuds. Anodier diffi- 
culty is, that if he be made a peer, they will 
want him prodigioufly in the Houfe of Commons, 
^g^ which he is the great mover, and after him the 
Secretary, and hardly any c}fex>f weight^. Two 
{hillings more to-day for <x)ach and chair« I fliall 
be ruined. 

23. So you cxpeJl an anfwer to your letter, do 
you fo ? Yes, yes, you (hall have an anfwer, ypu 
Ihall, young women. I made a good pun on Sa- 
turday to my Lord Keeper. After dinner we Jba4 
coarfe Doiley napkins, fringed at each end, upon 
the table to drink with : my Lord Keeper fpread 
one of them between him and Mr. Prior; I told 
him J was glad to fee there was fuch a Fnng(/bif 
[Friendfhip] between Mr. Prior and his Lord£hip. 
Prior fwore it was the worft he ever heard : I iaid .1 
thought fq too ; but at the fame time I thought it 
was moft like one of Stella's that ever I heard. 'I 
dined to-day with Lord Montjoy, and this evening 
iaw'the Venetian AmbaiTador coming from his firft 

f That ii/ lunoog the Miniiby. 
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publick audience. Mis coach was the moft mon- 
ftrous, huge, fine, rich, gilt thing that ever I faw. 
I loitered this evening, and came home late. 

24. I was this morning to vifit the Duchefs of 
Ormond, who has long defired it, or threatned fbc 
would not let me vifit her daughters. I fat an hour 
with her, and we were good company, when in 
came the Countefs of Bellamont, with a pox. I 
went out, and we did not know one another i yet 
hearing me named, fhe afk'd. What, is that Dr, 
Swift ? faid, (he and I were very well acquainted, 
and fell a railing at me without mercy, as a Lady 
told me that was there ; yet I never was but once in 
the company of that drab of a Countefs. Sir An- 
drew Fountain and I dined with my neighbour Van. 
I dcfign in two days, if pollible, to go lodge at 
Chelfea for the air, and put myfelf under a neceflity 
of walking to and from London every day. I writ 
this poft to the Bifliop of Cloghcr a long politick 
letter to entertain him. I am to buy ftatues and 
harnefc * for them, with a vengeance. I have packt 
and fealed up MD's twelve letters againft I go to 
' Chelfea. I have put the laft commiflions of MD 
in my account-book ; but if there be any former 
ones, I have forgot them. I have Dingley's pocket- 
book down, and Stella's green filk apron, and the 
pound of tea 5 pray fend me word if you have any 
other^ and down they fliall go. I will not anfwer 
your letter yet, fancy boxes. You are with the Dean 
juft now. Madam Stella, lofing your money. Why 

; Fanxefe; 
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dcn't you name what number you have received ? 
you fay you have received my letters, but don't tell 
the number. 

15. I was this day dining in the city with very 
infignificant, low, and fcurvy company. I had a 
letter from the Archbifhop of Dublin, with a long 
denial of the report raifeJ on him, which yet has 
been fincc aflured to me from thofe who fay they 
have it from the firft hand; but I cannot believe 
them. I will (hew it to the Secretary to-morrow. 
I will not anfwer yours till I get to Chelfea. 

26. Chelfea. I have fent two boxes of lumber 
to my friend Darteneuf's houfci and my cheft of 
Florence and other things to Mrs. Vanhomrigh, 
where I dined to-day. I was this morning with 
the Secretary, and fliewed him the Archbiftiop's 
letter, and convinced him of his Grace's innocence, 
and I will do the fame to Mr. Harley. I got here 
in the ftage-coach with Patrick and my portman- 
tua for fix-penccj and pay fix (hillings a week for 
one filly room with confounded coarfe (heets. We 
have had fuch a horrible deal of fain, that there is 
ho walking to London, and I muft go as I came 
until it mends; and befides the whelp has taken my 
lodging as far from London as this town could 
afford, at leaft half a mile farther than he need ; 
but I muft be content. The bcft is, I lodge juft 
over-againft Dr. Atterbury's houfc, and yet perhaps^ 
I (hall not like the place the better for that. Well, 
J'll (lay till to-morrow before 1 anfwer your letter 5 
and you muft fuppofc me alwavs writing a: Chelfea 
Vol. XV. D ' from 



34 t)R. SWIFT'S 

from henceforward, till I alter and fay Lonclcxii 
This letter goes on Saturday, which will be juft a 
fortnight ; fo go and cheat goody Stoy te, &c. 

27. Do you know that I fear my whole cheft 
of Florence is turned four, at leaft the two firft flafks 
Were fo, and hardly drinkable. How plaguy unfor- 
tunate am I ! and the Secretary's own is the beft I 
ever taded; and I mufl not tell him, but be a$ 
thankful as if it were the beft in Chriftcndom. I 
Vrent to town in the fixpenny ftage to-day, and 
hearing Mr. Harley was not at home, I went to fee 
him> becaufe I knew by the meflage of his lying 
porter that he Was at home. He was very well, and 
juft going out, but made me promife to dine with 
him ; and betwixt that and indeed ftrolling about, I 

loft four pound feven (hillings at play with a — 

-— — a — a — bookfeller, and got but about half a 
dozen books *. I will buy no more books now, 
that's certain. Well, I dined at Mr. Harley *s, 
came away at fix, fliiftcd my gown, cafTock, and 
periwig, and walkt hither to Chelfea, as I always 
deiign to do when it is fair. I am heartily forry to 
find my friend the Secretary ftand a little ticklifh 
with the reft of the Miniftry ; there have been one 
or two difobliging things that have happened, too 
long to tell : and t'other day in Parliament, upon a 
debate of about thirty-five millions that have not 
been duly accounted for, Mr. Secretary, in his 
warmth of fpcech, and zeal for his friend Mr. 
Brydges, on whom part of the blame was falling, 

* This muik have been at fome raffling for books. 
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faidy he did not know that either Mr. Brydges or the 
late Miniftry were at all to blame in this matter ; 
which was very dcfperately fpokcn, and giving up 
the whole caufe : for the chief quarrel againfl the late 
Miniftry was the ill management of the treafure, and 
was more than all the reft together. 1 had heard of 
this matter: but Mr. Foley beginning to difcourfe 
to-day at table, without naming Mr. St. John, I 
turned to Mr. Harley, and faid, if the late Mi- 
niftry were not to blame in that article he [Mr. 
Harley] ought to lofe his head for putting the 
Queen upon changing them* He made it a jeft; 
but by feme words dropt, I eafily faw that they take 
things ill of Mr. St. John, and by fome hints given 
me from another hand that I deal with, I am afraid 
the Secretary will not ftand long. This is the fate 
of Courts. I will, if I meet Mr. St. John alone 
on Sunday, tell him my opinion, and beg him to 
fet himfclf right, elfe the confequences may be very 
bad; for I {q6 not how they can well want him 
neither, and he would make a troublelbme enemy. 
But enough of politicks. 

28. Morning. I forgot to tell you that Mr. 
Harley alkt me yefterday, how he came to difoblige 
the Archbifliop of Dublin ? upon which (having not 
his letter about me) I told him what the Bifhop had 
written to me on that fubjeft, and defired I might 
read him the letter fome other time. But after all, 
from what I have heard from other hands, I am 
afraid the Archbilliop is a little guilty. Here is 
one Brent Spencer, a brother cf Mr. Proby's, who 
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affirms it, and fays he has leave to do fo from CharteS 
Deering, who heard the words; and that iiigc/ufby 
abufed the Archbilhop, &c. Well, hut now for 
your fiucy letter: 1 have no room to anfwer it; O 
yes, enough on t'other fide. Are you no fickcr ? 
Stella jeers Prello for net coming over by Chrii'tmas ; 
but indeed Stella does not jeer but reproach poor 
poor Prefto. And how can I come away, and the 
firft-fruits not finifli'd ? I am of opinion the Duke 
of Ormond will do nothing in them before he 
goes, which will be in a fortnight they fay ; and 
then they muft fall to me to be do :e in his abfence. 
No, indeed, I have nothing to p'int: you kuow 
^hey have printed the Mifcellanies alr.."ady. Are 
they on your fide yet ? if you have my fnufF-box, 
ril have your ftrong-box. Hi, does Stella take 
fnuff again ? or is it only bccaufe it is a fine box? 
not the meddle^ but the vicdLjy you fool. Yes, yes, 
^ wretched thing, because it is againll you Tories : 
now I think it very fine, and the Examiner a wretched 
thing. — Twift your mouth, firrah. Guifcard, and 
what you will read in the narrative, I ordered to be 
written, and nothing clf;\ The Spcdtatcr is written 
by Steele, with Addiibn's help : 'tis often very 
pretty. Yefterday it was macle of a noble hint I 
gave him long ago for his Tatlers, about an Indian 
fuppofed to write his travels into England. I re- 
pent he ever had it. I intenied to have written a 
bo^k 01 that fubjecH:. I believe he has fpent it all 
in cnt p"»per, and all the undcr-hints tl:ere are mine 
too; but I nevv!r fee him or Addlfon. Tlie Queen 
is well, but I fear will be no long liver; for I am 

told 
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told (he has fometimes the gout in her bowek (I 
hate the word bowels,) My ears have been, thefc 
th' :re months paft, much better than any time thefe 
two years j but now they begin to be a little out of 
ord.r agai u My head is better, though not right; 
but I t: u \ to air and walking. You have got my 
letter, but vv-vjt number? I fuppofe iS. Wellt 
my ihin ')as bce-i well this month. No, Mrs. 
Wcftlcy came away with ut her hufband's know- 
ledge, while ihc was if) the country : (he has writtea 
to m:fo fomc tra. They lie; Mr. Hurley's wound 
was very •t'-rrible : he had convulfions, and very 
narrow. y eicaped. The bruife was nine times worfc 
than the w und : he is weak flill. Well, Brooks 
married; 1 know all that. I am forry for Mrs. 
Walls's eye : I hope 'tis better. O yes, you are 
great Wdikers : but I have heard them fay, Much 
tal.^crs. Little wMlk'-rs; and I believe I m.iy apply 
the old proverS to you ; If you tulkt no more than 
you walkt, Tbofe that think y^-^u wits would be 
baulkt. Yes, Stella {hall have a large printed Bible : 
I have put it down among my commiflions for 
MD. I am glad to hear you have taken the fancy. 
of int'i-.nding to read the Bible. Pox take the box; 
is not it come yet ? this is trufling to your young 
fellows, young women; 'tis your fault; I thought 
you had fuch power with Sterne, that he would fly 
over Mount Atlas to f rve you. You (jiy you are not 
fplc:ietick; but if yen be, faith you will break poor 

P;c(l.)'i; I won't fay the roll ; but I vow to 

Cod, if I could decently come over now, I would, 
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and leave all fchemes of politicks and ambition for 
ever. I have not the opportunities here of pre- 
fcrving my health by riding, Gfr. that I have in Ire-t 
land; and the want of heahh is a great cooler of 
making one's court. You guefs right about my 
being bit with a direction from Walls, and the letter 
from MD : I believe I defcribed it in one of my 
laft. This goes to-night; and I muft now rife and 
walk to town, and walk back in the evening. God 
Almighty blefs and prefer ve poor MD. Farewel. 

Oh faith, don't think, faucy nofes, that Til fill 
this third fide : I can*t ftay a letter above a fortnight: 
it muft go then j and you would rather fee a (hort 
one like this, than want it a week longer. 

My humble fervice to the Dean, and Mrs, Walls* 
and good kind hearty Mrs, StoytQ, and honeft Ca-« 
therine, 
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LETTER XXIL 

Chelfca, April 28, 171 1. 

AT night. I fay at night, becaufe I finished 
my twenty-firft tliis morning here, and put 
it into the poft- office my own felf, like a good boy. 
I think I am a little before you now, young wo* 
tacn: I am writing my twenty- fecond, and have 
received your thirteenth. I got to town between 
twelve and one, and put on my new gown and peri- 
wig, and dined with Lord Abercorn, u here I had 
not been fincc the marriage of his fon Lord Pcafley, 
who has got ten thoufand pound with a wife. I 
am now a country Gentleman. I walked home as 
I went, and am a little weary, and am got into bed : 
I hope in God the air and exercife will do me a 
little good. I have been enquiring about ftatues 
for Mrs. A(he : I made Lady Abercorn go with me^ 
and will fend them word next poft to Clogher. I 
hate to buy for her: I'm fure (he'll maunder. I 
am going to ftudy. 

f 29. I had a charming walk to and from town to- 
day : I wafhed, fhaved and all, and changed gown 
and periwig, by half an hour after nine, and went 
to the Secretary, who told me how he had differed 
with his friends in Parliament : I apprehended this 
divifion, and told him a aat deal c:f it. I went 
to Court, and there feveral mentioned it to me as 
what they much difliked I dined with the Secre- 
tary ; and we propofed doing fume bufioefs of im- 
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portancc in the afternoon, which he broke to me 
iirft, and faid ho\v he and Mr. Harley were con- 
vinced of the neceflity of it ; yet he fuffered one of 
his Under-Secretarieb to come upon us after dinner, 
who ftaid till fix, and fo nothing was done : and what 
care I ? he ihall fend to me tlie next time, and aik 
twice. To-morrow I go to the elcdlion at Weft- 
mi nfter-fcl^ool, where lads are chofen for the uni- 
vcrfity: they fay 'tis a fight, and a great trial of 
>vit5. Our expedition fleet is but juft failed : I 
believe it will come to nothing. Mr, Secretary 
frets at their tedioufnefs; bqt hopes great things 
from it, though he owns four or five Princes are in 
the fccret; and, for that reafon, I fear it is no fc- 
cret to France. There are eight regiments ; and the 
Admiral is your Walker's brother the midwife. 

30. Morn. I am here in a pretty pickle: it 
rains hard ; and the cunning natives of Chelfea have 
outwitted me, and tal^en up all the three flage 
coache?:. What fhall I do ? I muft go to town : 
this is your fault. I can't walk : I'll borrow a coat. 
This is the blindlide of my lodging out of town ; I 
muft expert fuch inconveniencies as thefe. Faith 
I'll walk in the ri?in. Morrow. — At night. I got 
a Gentleman's phaife by chance, and fo went to 
town for a fljilling, and lie this night in town. I 
was at the elc<flion of lads at Weftminfter t-j-day, 
and a very filly thing it is; but they fiy there will 
\yc fine doings to-morrow. I dined with Dr. 
J^riend, the fecond Maftdr of the School, with a 
dozen Parfons and others : Prior \vould m^ke me 

(lay, 
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ftay. Mr. Harley is to hear the eledlion to-mor- 
row; and we are all to dine with tickets, and hear 
fine Ipeeches. 'Tis terrible rainy weather again : I 
lie at a friend's in the city. 

May I. I wifh you a merry May-day, and a 
thoufand more. I was baulkt at Weftminfter; I 
came too late : I heard no fpceches nor vcrfes. They 
would not let me in to their dining place for want 
of a ticket; and I would not fend in for one, be- 
caufe Mr, Harley excufed his coming, and Atter- 
bury was not there ; and I cared not for the reft : 
and fo my friend Lewis and I dined with Kitt Muf^ 
grave, if you know fuch a man : and, the weather 
mending, I walked gravely home this evening ; and 
fo I defign to walk and walk till I am well : I fancy 
myfelf a little better already. How does poor Stella ? 
Dingley is well enough. Go, get you gone, naughty 
girl, you are well enough. O dear MD, contrive 
to have fomc (hare of the country this ipri.ig : go 
to Finglafs, or Donnybrook, or Clogher, or Killalla, 
or Lowth. Have you got your box yet ? yes, yes* 
Don't write to mc again till this letter goes : I muft 
make bafte, that I may write two for one. Go to 
the Bath : I hope you are now at the Bath, if you 
had a mind to go; or go to Wexford: do fome- 
thing for your lining. Have you given up my lodg- 
ing according to order? 1 have had juft now a com- 
pliment from Dean Atterbury's Lady, to command 
the garden and library, and whatever the houfe 
affords. I lodge juft over againft them; but the 
Dean is in town with his cpnvocation : fo I have 

my 
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my Dean and prolocutor as well as you, young 
women, though he has not fo good wine, nor fo 
much meat. 

2. A fine day, but begins to grow a little warm; 
and that makes your little fat Prefto fweat in the 
forehead. Pray, are not the fine buns fold here in 
our town; was it not Rrrrrrrrrrare Cbelfea Buns? 
I bought one to-day in my walk; it coft mc a 
penny; it was dale, and I did not like it, as the 
man faid, &c. Sir Andrew Fountain and I dined 
at Mrs, Vanhomrigh's ; and had a flafk of my Flo- 
fence, which lies in their cellar; and fo I came 
home gravely, and faw nobody of confequence to- 
day. I am very eafy here, nobody plaguing me in 
a morning; and Patrick faves many a fcore lies. 
I fent over to Mrs. Atterbury, to know whether I 
might wait on her ? but (he is gone a vifiting : we 
have exchanged fome compliments, but I have not 
fccn her yet. We have no news in our town. 

3. I did not go to town to-day, it was fo terri- 
ble rainy ; nor have I ftirred out of my room till 
eight this evening; when I croft the way to fee 
Mrs. Atterbury, and thank her for her civilities. 
She would needs fend me fome veal, and fmall beer, 
and ale, to-day at dinner; and I have lived a fcurvy, 
dull, fplenetick day, for want of MD : I often 
thought how happy I could have been, had it rained 
eight thoufand times more, if MD had been with a 
body. My Lord Rochefter is dead this morning; 
they fay at one o'clock ; and I hear he died fuddenly. 
To-morrow I (hall know more. He is a great lofs 

to. 
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to us: I cannot think who will fucceed him as 
Lord Prefidcnt. I have been writing a long letter 
to Lord Pcterborow, and am dull. 

4. I dined to-day at Lord Shelburn's, where 
Lady Kerry made me a prefent of four India hand- 
kerchiefs, which I have a mind to keep for little 
MD, on7 that I had rather, &c. I have been a 
mighty handkerchief-monger, and have bought 
abundance of fnufF ones fince I have left off taking 
fnufF. And I am refolved, when I come over, MD 
fhall be acquainted with Lady Kerry: we have 
flruck up a mighty friendfhip; and {he has much 
better fenfc than any other Lady of your country. 
We are almoft in love with one another : but fhe is 
moft egregioufly ugly; but pcrfeftly well bred, and 
governable as I pleafe. I am refolved, when I come, 
to keep no company but MD : you know I kept 
my refolution laft time; and, except Mr. Addifon, 
convcifed with none but you and your club of 
Deans and Stoytes. 'Tis three weeks, young wo- 
men, fince I had a letter from you ; and yet, me- 
thinks, I would not have another for five pound till 
this is gone ; and yet I fend every day to the coffee- 
houfe, and I would fain have a letter, and not have 
a letter : and I don't know what, nor I don't know 
how, and this g- es on very flow ; 'tis a week to-r 
morrow fince I began it. I am a poor country 
Gentleman, and don't know how the world pafTes, 
Do you know that every fy liable I write I hold my 
lips juft for all the world as if I v/ere talking in our 
own little language to MD, Faith, I am very 
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filly ; but I can't help it for my life. I got home 
early to-night. My folicitors, that ufed to ply me 
every morning, knew not where to find me ; and I 
anqi fo happy not to hear Patrick, Pjtrick, cal cd a 
hundred times every morning. But I lookt back- 
ward, and find I have faid this before. What care 
I ? go to the Dean, and roaft the oranges. 

5. I dined to-day with my friend Lewis, and wc 
were deep in politicks how to fave the prefent Mi- 
niftry; for I am afraid of Mr. Secretary, as I be- 
lieve I told you. I went in the evening to fee Mr. 
H-rley ; and, upon my word, I was in pcrfcdt joy. 
Mr. Secretary was juft going out of the door; but 
I made him come back, and there was the old Satur- 
day Club, Lord Keeper, Lord Rivers, Mr. Secre-^ 
tary, Mr. Harley and I; the firft time fince his 
ftabbing. Mr. Secretary went awavi but I ftaid 
till nine, and made Mr. Harley fliew me his brcaft, 
and tell all the ftory : and I fliewed him the Arch- 
bifhop of Dublin's lettei-, and defended him effec- 
tually. We were all in mighty good humour. 
Lord Keeper and I left them together, and I walkt 
here after nine two miles, and I found a parfon drunk 
fighting with a feaman, and Patrick and I were fo 
wife to part them, but the Seaman followed him to 
Chelfea, curfing at him, and the parfon flipt into a 
houfe, and I know no more. It mortified me to 
fee a man in my coat fo overtaken. A pretty fcene 
for one that juft came from fitting with the Prime 
Miniftcrs : I had no money in my pocket, and fo 
couid not be robbed. However, nothing but Mr^ 

Harlcv 
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Harlcy fhall make me take fuch a journey again. 
Wc don't yet know who will be Prefidcnt in Lord 
Rochcfter's room. I mea/ured and found that the 
penknife would have killed Mr. Harlcy, if it had 
gone but half the breadth of my thumb-nail Lwer; 
fo near was he to death. I was fo curious to aflc 
him what were his thoughts, while they were car- 
rying him home in the chair. He faid, he con- 
cluded himfelf a dead man. He will not allow 
that Guilcard gave him the fecond ftab, though 
my Lord Keeper, who is blind, and I that was not 
there, are pofitive in it. He wears a plaifter ftill 
as broad as half a crown. Smoak how wide the 
lines are, but faith I don't do it on purpofe : but I 
have changed my fide in this new Chellca bed, and 
I don't know how, methinks, but it is fo unfit, 
and fo aukward, never faw the like. 

6. You muft remember to inclofe your letters ia 
a fair paper, and diredt the outfiJe thus ; To Eraf- 
mus Lewis, Efq; at my Lord Dartmouth's office 
at Whitehall ; I Aid fo before, but it may mifcarry 
you know, yet I think none of my letters did ever 
mifcarry; faith I think never one; among all the 
privateers and the llorms : oh faith, my letters are 
too good to be lo*>. MD's letters m.^y tarry, but 
never mifcarry, as the old woman ufcd to fay. And 
indeed, how fliould they mifcirry, when they ne- 
ver come b^'-fore their time ? It was a terrible rainy 
day ; yet I m Me a (hifc to fleal fair weather over 
head, enough to go and come in. I was early with 
the Secretary, and dined with him aherwards. In 
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the morning I began to chide him> ancJ tcU him toy 
fears of his proceedings. But Arthur Moore came 
up and relieved him. But I forgot, for you nevef 
heard of Arthur Moore. But when I get Mr. Har* 
ley alone, I will know the bottom. You will hav0 
Dr. Raymond over before this letter, and what care 
you? 

7. I hope, and believe my walks every day do 
me good. I was bufy at home, and fet out late this 
morning, and dined with Mrs. Vanhomrigh, at 
whofe lodgings I always change my gown and peri- 
wig. I vifited this afternoon, and among others^ 
poor Biddy Floyd, who is very red, but I believe 
won't be much marked. As I was coming home I 
met Sir George Beaumont in the Pall-mall, who 
would needs walk with me as far as Buckingham 
houfe. I was telling him of my head; he faid he 
had been ill of the fame diforder, and by all means 
forbid me bohea tea ; which he faid always gave it 
him; and that Dr. RadclifFe faid it was very bad. 
Now I had obferved the fame thing, and have left 
it off this month, having found myfclf ill after it 
feveral times ; and I mention it, that Stella may 
confider it for her poor own little head : a pound 
lies ready packt up and direfted for Mrs. Walls, to 
be fent by the firfl: convenience. Mr. Secretary 
told me yefterday, that Mr. Harley would this week 
be Lord Treafurer and a Peer, fo I cxpcdl it every 
day; yet perhaps it may not be 'till parliament is 
up, which will be in a fortnight. 

8. I 
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8. I was to-day with the Duke of Ormond, and 
recommended to him the cafe of poor Joe Beau-* 
mont^ who promifes me to do him all juftice and 
favour, and give him encouragement 5 and defired I 
would give a memorial to Ned Southwell about it, 
which I will, and fo tell Joe when you fee him, 
though he knows it already by a letter I writ to 
Mr. Warburton *. It was bloody hot walking to- 
day. I dined in the city, and went and came by 
water ; and it rained fo this evening again, that I 
tliought I (hould hardly be able to get a dry hour 
to walk home in. I'll fend to-morrow to the Cof- 
fec-houfe for a letter from MD ; but I would not 
have one methinks, 'till this is gone, as it (hall on 
Saturday. I vifitcd the Duchefs of Ormond this 
morning ; fhe does not go over with the Duke. I 
fpokc to her to get a lad touched for the evil, the 
fon of a grocer in Capel-ftreet, one Bell, the ladies 
have bought fugar and plumbs of him. Mrs. 
Mary ufed to go there often. This is Patrick's ac- 
count; and the poor fellow has been here fomc 
months with his boy. But the Queen has not 
been able to touch, and it now grows fo warm, I 
fear fhe will not at all. Go, go, go to the Dean's, 
and let him carry you to Donny brook, and cut af- 
paragus. Has Parvifol fent you any this year -f* ? I 
cannot fleep in the beginnings of the nights, the 
heat or fomething hinders me, and I am drowfy in 
the mornings. 



• Dr. Swift's curate at Lara^or. 
f From Dr. Swift's garden at Laracor. 
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9. Dr. Friend came this morning to vifit Atttr- 
bury*s lady and children as phyfician, and perfuadcd 
me to go with him to town in his chariot. He 
told mc he had been an hour before wiih Sir Cholm- 
ley Dering, Charles Dering's nephew, and head 
of that family in Kent, for which he is knight of 
the (hire. He faid he left him dying of a piftol- 
fliot quite through the body, by one Mr. Thorn- 
hill. They fought at fword and piftol this morn- 
ing in Tuttle-fields, their piftols fo near, that the 
muzzles touched* Thornhill difcharged firft, and 
Dering having received the (hot, difcharged his 
piftol as he was falling, fo it went into the air. 
The ftory of this quarrel is long. Thornhill had 
loft feven teeth by a kick in the mouth from De- 
ring, who had firft knocked him down; this was 
above a fortnight ago. Dering Was next week ta 
be married to a fihe young lady. This makes a noife 
here, but you won't value it. Well, Mr. Harlcy, 
Lord Keeper, and one or two mote are to be made 
Lords immediately ; their patents are now pafling^ 
and I read the preamble to Mr. Harley's, full of 
his praifes. Lewis and I dined with Ford j I found 
the wine ; two flafks of my Florence, and two bot- 
tles of fix that Dr. Raymond fent me of French 
wine ; he fent it to mc to drink with Sir Robert 
Raymond, and Mr. Harley's brother, whom I had 
introduced him to ; but they never could find time 
to comes and now I have left the town, and i: is 
too late. Raymond will think it a cheat. What 
care I, firrah ? 

10. Pfliawi 
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1 ex Pfliaw, pfhaw, Patrick brought me four let- 
ters to-day : from Dilly at Bath ; Joe ; Parvifol • 
and what wis the fourth^ who can tell ; Stand away, 
who'll guefs ? who can it be ? You old man with a 
dicky can you tell who the fourth is from ? Ifs,' an 
pleaie your honour, if is from one Madam MD, 
Number fourteen. Well; but I can't fend this 
away nbw^ becaufe it was here, and I was in town, 
but it (hall go on Saturday, and this is Thurfday 
night, and it will be time enough for Wexford. 
Take my method : I write here to Parvifol to lend 
Stella twenty poundis, and to take her note promiffary 
to pay it in half a year, &c. You fhall fee, and if 
you want more, let me know afterwards ; and be 
fare my money fhall be always paid conftantly too. 
Have you been good or ill houfe wives pray ? 

1 1. Joe has written to me to get him a coUedor's 
place, nothing lefs ; he fays all the world knows of 
my great intimacy with Mr. Harley, and that the 
fmalleft word to him will do. This is the con- 
ftant cant of puppies who are at a diftancc, and 
ftrangers to courts and minifters. My anfwer is 
this ; which pray fend ; That I am ready to ferve 
Joe, as far as I can ; that I have fpoken to the Duke 
of Ormond about his money, as I writ to Warbur- 
ton; that for the particular he mentions, it is a 
work of time, which I cannot think of at prefcnt. 
But if accidents and opportunities fhould happen 
hereafter, I would not be wanting ; that I know 
bcft how far my credit goes ; that he is at diftance 
and cannot Judge ; that I would be glad to do him 

Vol. XV. E good; 
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good ; ai>d if Fortune throws an opportunity in my 
way, I (hall not be wanting. . This is my anfwcf ^ 
which you may fend or read to him. Pray contrive 
that Parvifol may not run away with my two huiv* 
dred pounds, but get Burton's* note, and let the 
money be returr>ed nsie by bill. Don't laugh^ for I 
will be fufpicious. Teach Parvifol to inclofe, and 
ditcA the outfide to Mr. Lewis« I will anfwer your 
letter in my next, only what I take notice of here 
excepted. I forgot to tell you, that at the Court of 
Requefls to-day I could not find a dinner I liked^ 
and it grew late, and I dined with Mrs. Vanhonk* 
righ, &c. 

12. Morning. I will finifli this letter before I 
go to town, becaufe I (hall be buiy, and have nei- 
ther time nor place there. Farewel, &c. &c. 

LETTER XXIII. 

Chelfca, May ii, 171 f^ 

I SENT you my twenty-fecond this afternoon in 
town. I dined with Mr. Harley and' the old 
club. Lord Rivers, Lord Keeper, and Mr. Secre- 
tary. They rallied me laft week, and faid I muft 
have Mf • St. John's leave, fo I writ to him yeftcr- 
day, that forefeeing I (hould never dine again with 
Sir Simon Harcourt, knight, and Robert Harley, 
Efq; I was refolved to do it to-day. The jeft is^ 
that before Saturday next we cxped they will be 

* Burton, a banker in Dublin. 
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Lords: for Mn Harley's patent is drawing to be 
Earl of Oxford. Mr. Secretary and I came away 
at feven^ and he brought me to our town's end in 
his coach ; fo I loft my walk, St. John read my 
letter, to the company^ which was all raillery, and 
paft purely. 

12* It rained all laft night and this morning as 
heavy as lead; but I juft got fair weather to walk 
to town before church. The roads are all over in 
deep puddle. The hay of our town is almoft fit 
to be mowed. I went to court after church (as I 
always do on Sundays) and then dined with Mr. 
Secretary, who has engaged me for every Sunday ; 
and poor MD dined at home upon a bit of veal, and 
a pint of wine. Is it not plaguy infipid to tell you 
every day where I dine ; yet now I have got into the 
way of it, I cannot forbear it neither. Indeed, Mr. 
Prefto, you had better go anfwer MD's letter, N. 
14. I'll anfwer it when I pleafe, Mr. Doftor. 
What's that you fay ? The court was very full this 
morning, expeding Mr. Harley would be declared 
Earl of Oxford, and have the Treafurer's ftafF. Mr. 
Harley never comes to court at all ; fomebody there 
afkt me the reafon ; Why, (aid I, the Lord of Ox- 
ford knows. He always goes to the Queen by the 
back ftairs. - I was told for certain, your jackanapes. 
Lord Sautry, was dead; Captain Cammock aflured 
me Co i and now he's alive again, they fay ; but that 
flian't do : he fhall be dead to me as long as he lives. 
Dick Tighe and I meet and never ftir our hats. I 
am refolved to miftake him for Witheriqgton, the 

E 2 little 
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little nafty lawyer that came up to me fo fternly at 
the Caftle the day I left Ireland. Ill afk the gen- 
tleman I faw walking with him, how long Wither- 
ing ton has been in town. 

14. I went to town to-day by water. The hail 
quite difcouraged me from walking, and there 19 
no (hade in the greateft part of the way : I took the 
firft boat ; and had a footman my. companion ; then 
went again by water, and dined in the city with a 
printer, to whom I carried a pamphlet in manu- 
fcript, that Mr. Secretary gare me. The printer 
fent it to the Secretary for his approbation, and he 
delired me to look it over, which I did, and found 
it a very fcurvy piece. The reafon I tell you fo, is 
becaufe it was done by your paribn Slap, Scrap, 
' Flap, (what d ye call him) Trap, your Chancellor's 
chaplain. 'Tis called A Character of the pre(ent 
Set of Whigs, and is going to be printed, and 00 
doubt the author will take care to produce it in Ire- 
land. Dr. Friend was with me, and pulled out a 
two-penny pamphlet juft publiflied, called The 
State of Wit, giving a charaAer of all the papers 
that have come out of late. The author ieems to 
be a whig, yet he fpeaks very highly of a paper 
called the Examiner, and fays the fuppofed author 
of it is Dr. Swift. But above all things he praifes 
the Tatlers and SpeOafeors ; and I l>elieve Steele aod 
Addifon were privy to the printing of it. Thus i$ 
one treated by thefe impudent dogs. And that vil«- 
lain Curl has fcraped up fome tra(h, and calls it Dr. 
Swift^s Mifcellanies with ^e name at large : and I 

can 
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can get no fatisfaAion of him* Nay, Mr. Harley 
told me he had read it, and only laughed at me 
before Lord Keeper, and the reft. Since I came 
home I have been fitting with the Prolocutor, Dean 
Atterbury, who is my neighbour over the way ; but 
generally keeps in town with his convocation. 'Ti« 
late, &c. 

1 5* My walk to town to-day was after ten, and 
prodigioofly hot : I dined with Lord Shelburn, and 
have defired Mrs. Pratt, who lodges there, to carry 
over Mrs. Walls's tea ; I hope (he will do it, and 
they talk of going in a fortnight. My way is 
this ; I leave my beft gown and periwig at Mrs* 
Vanhomrigfa's, then walk op the Pall-mall, through 
the Park, out at Buckingham-houfe, and fo to 
Chelfea a little beyond the church : I fet out about 
fun-iet, and get here in fbmething lefs than an hour : 
it is two good miles and juft five thoufand ieven hun- 
dred and fbr^-eight Aeps ; fo there is four miles 
a day walking, without reckoning what I walk 
while I (lay in town. When i pafs the Mall in the 
evening it is prodigious to fee the number of ladies 
walking there ; and I always cry (hame at the ladies 
of Ireland, who never walk at all, as if their legs 
were of no ufe, but to be laid afide. I have beea 
now almoft three weeks here, and I thank God, ana 
much better in my head, if it does but continue. 
I tell you what, if I was with you, when we went 
to Stoyte at Donnybrook, we would only take a 
coach to the hither end of Stephen *s-Grecn, and 
^om thence go every ftep on foot, yes faith, every 
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ftcp j It would do : DD ♦ goes as well as Prefto. 
Every body tells me I look better already ; for 
faith I lookt fadly, that's certain. My brcakfaft is 
milk porridge : I don't love it, faith I hate it, but 
'tis cheap and wholefome ; and I hate to be obliged 
to either of thofe qualities for any thing, 

16. I wonder why Prefto will be fo tedious in 
anfwering MD's letters ; becaufe he would keep the 
beft to the laft, I fuppofe. Well, Prefto muft be 
humoured, it muft be as he will have it, or there 
will be an old to do. Dead with heat, are not you 
very hot ? My walks make my forehead fweat rare- 
ly ; fometimes my morning journey is by water, as 
it was to-day with one parfon Richardfon, who 
came to fee me, on his going to Ireland ; and with 
him I fend Mrs, Walls's tea, and three books I got 
from the Lords of the Treafury for the College ^. 
I dined with Lord Shelburn to-day ; Lady Kerry and 
Mrs. Pratt are going likcwifc for Ireland.— Lord I 
forgot, I dined with Mr. Prior to-day, at his houie, 
with Dean Atterbury and others ; and came home 
pretty late, and I think I'm in a fuzz, and don't know 
what I fay, never faw the like. 

17. Sterne came here by water to fee me this 
morning, and I went back with him to his boat. 
He tells me, that Mrs. Edgworth married a fellow 
in her journey to Chefter; fo I believe fhe little 
thought of any body's box but her own. I defired 
Sterne to give me diredions where to get the box in 

* In this paiTage DD (ignifies both Dinglcy and Stella, 
t The IJnivtriity of Dublin. 
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Chefter, which he fajs he will to-morrow, and I 
wiU write to. Richardfon to get it up there as he 
goes by, and whip it over. It is diredcd to Mrs. 
Curry : you muft caution her of it, and defire her 
to fend it you when it comes. Sterne fays Jemmy 
Leigh loves London mightily ; that makes him flay 
fo long, I believe, and not Sterne's bufinefs, which 
Mr. Harley's accident has put much backward. We 
cxped now every day that he will be Earl of Ox- 
ford and Lord Trcafurer. His patwt ispaffing-j 
but they fay. Lord Keepers not yet^ at leafi: his fon, 
young Harcoiart, told me fo t'other day. I dined 
to-day pfivitely with my fricHd Lewis at his lodg- 
ings at Whitehall. T'other day at Whitehall I 
met a lady of my acquaintance, whom I had not 
Icen before iince I came to England; we were 
mighty glad to fee each other, and fhe has engaged 
me to vifit her, as I defign to do. It is one Mrs. 
CoUedge; (he has lodgings at Whitehall, having 
been feamftrefs to King William, worth three hun- 
dred a year. Her father was a fanaticfe joiner,, 
hanged for treafon in Shaft(bury*s ptot. This noble 
perfbn and I were brought acquainted, fome years 
ago, by Lady Berkeley. I love good creditable ac- 
quaintasce 5 I love to be the worft of the company: 
I am not of thofe that fay, for Want of company 
welcome trumpery. I was this evening with Lady 
Kerry and Mrs. Pratt at Vauxhall, to hear the 
nigbtingals ; but they are almoft pad fmging. 

18. I was hunting the Secretary to-day in vain 
about fome bufinefs, and dined with Colonel Crowe, 
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late Governor of Barbadoes^ and your friend Sterne 
was the third : he is very kind to Sterne^ and helps 
him in his buiinefs, vrhich lies afleep till Mr. Har^ 
ley is Lord Treafurer, becaufe nothing of moment 
is now 'done in the treafury, the change being e?c- 
pefted every day. I fat with Dean Atterbury till one 
o'clock after I came home ; fo 'tis late, &c. 

19. Do you know that about our town we are 
mowing already and making hay, and it fmells (b 
fweet as we walk through the flowery meads 5 buf 
the hay-making nymphs are perfeil drabs, nothing 
fo clean and pretty as farther in the country. There 
is a mighty increafe of dirty wenches in ftr^w-hats 
fmce I knew London. I (laid at home till fi?e 
o'clock, and dined with Dean Atterbury ; then went 
by water to Mr. Harlcy's, where the Saturday club 
was met, with the addition of the Puke of Shrcwf^ 
bury. I whifpered Lord Rivers, that I did not like, 
to fee a Granger among us ; and the rogue told if 
aloud : but Mr. Secretary (aid. The Duke writ to 
h^ve leave ; fo I appeared .fatis^ed, apd fo we laugh, 
ed. Mr. Secretary told m; the Dul^e of Bucking- 
ham had been talking to him much about me, and 
defired my acquaintance, I anfwered. It could not 
bej for he had not made fufficient advances. Tbeq 
the Duke of Shrewsbury faid, he thought that 
Duke was not ufed to make advances. | faid, | 
could not help that i for I always expedted advances 
in proportion to men's quality, and more from 9 
Puke than other men. The Duke replied, that he 
did not mean any thing of his quality ; which ^ts 

bandfpQiely 
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handfbmely faid enough ; for he meant his pride : 
and I have invented a notion to believe that nobody 
is proud* At ten all the company went away ; and 
from ten till twelve Mr* Harley and I fat together* 
where we talked through a great deal of matters I 
had a mind to fettle with him, and then walked, in 
a line moonrfhine night, to Gheliea, where I got 
by one^ Lord Rivers conjured me not to walk to 
late; but I would, becauie I had no other way ; but 
( had no money to lofe. 

20. By what Lord Keeper told me lad night, I 
^nd hp will not be made a peer fo foon ; but Mr* 
Harley's patpnt for Earl of Oxford is now drawing, 
and will be done in three days. We made him 
own it, which he did fcurvily, and then talkt of it 
like the reft* Mr. Secretary had too much com- 
pany with him to-day j fo I came away foon after 
dinner. I give no man liberty to fwear or talk 
t — dy, and I found fome of them were in con- 
ifaaint, fo I left them to themfclvcs. I wifh you a 
merry Whitfuntide^ and pray tell me how you pais 
away your time : but faith, you are going to Wex- 
ford, and I fear this letter is too late ; it /hall go 
on Thurfday, and fooner it cannot, I have fo much 
buiinefs to hinder me anfwering yours. Where muft 
I direct in your abfence ? Do you quit your lodg- 
ings ? , 
2 1 . Going to town this morning, I met in the 
Pall-mall a clergyman of Ireland, whom I love very 
well and was glad to fee^ and with him a little 
Jackap^pes pf I|:ela|id too^ who married Nanny 
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Swift, uncle Adam's daughter, one Perry ; perhaps 
you may have heard of him. His wife has fent 
him here to get a place from Lownds ; becaufe my 
uncle and Lownds married two (ifters, and Lownds 
is a great man here in the Treafury ; but by good 
kick I have no acquaintance with him : however, 
he expe<5ted I fhould be his friend to Lownds, and 
one word of mine, &c. the old cant. But I will 
not go two yards to help him. I dined with Mrs. 
Vanhomrigh, where I keep my heft gown and 
periwig to put on when I come to town and be a 
^ark. 

22.1 dined to-day in the city, and coming home 
this evening, I met Sir Thomas Manfel and Mr. 
Lewis in the Park. Lewis whifpered me, that Mr. 
Harley's patent for Earl of Oxford was paflcd in 
Mr. Secretary St. John's office ; fo to-morrow or 
next day I fuppofe he will be declared Earl of Ox- 
ford, and have the ftaff. This man has grown by 
perfccutions, turnings out, and ftabbing. What 
waiting, and crowding, and bowing, wit! be at his 
levee ? yet, if human nature be capable of fo much 
conftancy, I fliould believe he will be the fame 
man flill, bating the neceilary forms of grandeur 
he mufl keep up. 'Tis late, firrahs, and I'll go 
fleep. 

23. Morning. I fat up late laft night, and 
waked late to-day -, but will now anfwer your letter 
in bed before I go to town, and will fend it to-mor* 
row ; for perhaps you mayn't go fo foon to Wex* 
ford.— No, you are not out in your numberi the 
S laft 
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ift was Number 14., and fo I. told you twice or 
hricc ; will you never be fati€fied ? What (hall wc 
lo for poor Stella ? Go to Wdcford, for God's fake : 
: wi(h you were to walk there by three miles a day, 
vith a good lodging at every mile's end. Walking 
las done me fo much good, that I cannot but pre* 
bribe it often to poor Stella. Parviibl has fent me 
I bill for fifty pounds, which I am forry for, hav« 
ing not written to him for it, only mentioned it two 
nonths ago ; but I hope he will be able to pay you 
i¥hat I have drawn upon him for: he never fent 
Bie any fum before but one bill of twenty pounds, 
balf a year ago. You are welcome as my blood to 
svery farthing I have in the world : and all that 
^eves me is, I am not richer, for MD's fake, as 
liopc faved. I fuppofe you give up your lodgings^ 
ivhen you go to Wexford ; yet that will be incon* 
ifenient too : yet I wiHi again you were under a ne« 
xflity of rambling the country till Michaelmas, 
faith* No, let him keep the (helves, with a pox • 
^et they are exading people about thofe four weeks, 
>r Mrs. Brent may have the (helves, if (he pleafe. 
[ am obliged to your Dean for his kind offer of lend- 
ng me money. Will that be enough to fay ? A 
mndred people would lend me money, or to any 
nan who Jias not the reputation of a fquanderer. 
3 faith, I (hould be glad to be in the fame king- 
bm with MD, however, although you were at 
A^exford. But I am kept here by a moft capricious 
ate, which I would break through, if I could do 
t with decency or honour.— To return without 
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ibme mark of diftiqdtibn^ would lode ex 
little; and I would Ukewife gladly be fomewl 
richer than I am. I will fay no more^ but b^ 
you to be eafy, 'till Fortune take her courfe, and 
to believe that MD's felicity is the great end I aim 
at in all my purfuits. And fo let us talk no more 
on this fubjeA, which makes me melancholy, and 
that I would fain divert. Believe me, no man 
breathing at prefent has lefs (hare of happinefs io 
life than I : I do not fay I am unhappy at all, but ' 
that every thing here is taflelefs to me for want of 
being where I would be. And fo a ihort figh, and * 
no more of this. Well, come and let's fee what's 
next, young women. Pox take Mrs. Edgworth 
and Sterne : I will take fome methods about that 
box. What orders would you have me give about 
the pidture ? Can't you do with it as if it were your 
own ? No, I hope Manley will keep his place ; for 
I hear nothing of Sir Thomas Frankland's lofing 
his. Send nothing under cover to Mr. Addifon, 
but to Erafmus Lewis, Efq; at my Lord Dartmouth's 
office at Whitehall. Dired your outfidc fo. — ^Poor 
dear Stella^ don't write in the dark, nor in the light 
neither, but diftate to Dingley ; (he is a naughty 
healthy girl, and may drudge for both. Are you 
good company together ? and don^t you quarrel too 
often ? Pray, love one another, and kifs one another 
juft now, as Dingley is reading this ; for you'quar- 
relled this morning juft after Mrs. Marget had 
poured water on Stella's head : I heard the little bird 
(ay fo^ Well, I have anfv^ered every thing in your 
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letter that required it, and yet the fecond fide is 
not fulL I'll come home at night, and fay more ; 
and to-morrow this goes for certain. Go, get you 
gone to your own chambers, and let Prefto rife like 
a modeft gentleman, and walk t6 town. I fancy I 
begin to fweat lefs in the forehead by conftant 
walking than I uied to do; but then I fliatl be Co 
fun-burnt, the ladies won't like me. Come, let 
me rife, firrahs. Morrow. — At night. I dined 
with Ford to-day at his lodgings, and I found wine 
out of my own cellar, fome of my own cheft of 
the Great Duke's wine : it begins to turn. They 
iky wine with you in Ireland is half a crown a bot- 
tle. 'Tis as Stella fays, nothing that once grows 
dear in Ireland ever grows cheap again, except corn, 
with a pox, to ruin the parfbn. I had a letter to- 
day from the Archbifhop of Dublin, giving mc 
farther thanks about vindicating him to Mr. Har« 
ley and Mr. St. John, and telling me a long ftory 
about your mayor's eledlion, wherein I find he has 
had a finger, and given way to farther talk about 
him ; but we know nothing of it here yet. This 
walking to and fro, and drefiing myfelf, takes up 
fo much of my time, that I cannot go among 
company fo much as formerly ; yet what mud a 
body do ? I thank God, I yet continue much bet- 
ter fince 1 left the town ; I know not how long it 
may laft. I am fure it has done me fome good for 
the prefeh t. I do not tot ter as I di d, but walk 
firm as a cock, only once or twice for a minute, 
I don't know how ; but it went nff, and I never 
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that required iu ^d yet the fecond fide i$ 
fulK rU come home at nighty and fay more ; 
and to-morrow this goes for certain • Go» get yoa 
gone to your own chambers^ : and let Prefto ri£b like 
a modeft gentleman^ and walk tb town. I fancy I 
begia to fweat lefs in the forehead by conftaAt 
walking than I uied to do; but then I {hiA be Co 
fun-burnt» the ladies won*t like me. Come« let 
me rife, firrahs. Morrow.— At night. I dined 
with Ford to-day at his lodgings, and I found wine 
out of my own cellar, fome of my own cheft of 
the Great Duke's wine : it begins to turn. They 
iky wine with you in Ireland is half a crown a bot* 
de. 'Tis as Stella fays, nothing that once grows 
dear in Ireland ever grows cheap again, except com» 
with a pox, to ruin the parfbn. I had a letter to- 
day from the Archbi(faop of Dublin, giving wb 
farther thanks about vindicating him to Mr. Har« 
ley and Mr. St. John, and telling me a long flory 
about your mayor's ele<flion, wherein I find he has 
had a finger, and given way to farther talk about 
him ; but we know nothing of it here yet. This 
walking to and fro, and dreffing myfelf, takes up 
fo much of my time, that I cannot go among 
company fo much as formerly ; yet what mud a 
body do ? I thank God, I yet continue much bet- 
ter fince 1 left the town ; I know not how long it 
may laft. I am fure it has done me fome good for 
the prefeht. I do not totter as I did, but walk 
firm as a cock, only once or twice for a minute, 
I don't know how ; but it went off, and I never 

fol. 
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followed it. Does Dingley read my hand as v 
as ever i do you^ firrah ? Poor Stella mud not r 
Prefto's ugly fmall hand. Preferve your eyes, 
yott be wife* Your friend Walls's tea will go 
a day or two towards Chefter by one par 
Ridiardron. My humble fervice to her, and 
good Mrs. Stoyte^ and Catherine; and pray w 
while you continue in Dublin. I exped your n 
but one will be from Wexford. God bl 
deareft MD. 

^4. Morning. Mr. Secretary has fent 
groom hither to invite me to dinner to-day« i 
God Almigh^ for ever blefs and preferve ) 
haihp and give you health, &c. Amen. Farevt 
&c.' 

Don't I often fay the fame thing two or th 
times in the fame letter, firrah ? 

Great wits, they fay, have but fliort memori 
that's good vile converfation. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Chdfea^ May 14, 171 1. 

MORNING. Once in my life the number 
of my letters and of the day of the month 
is the fame ; that's lucky, bc^s ; that's a fign that 
things will meet, and that we fhall make a figure 
together. What, will you flill have the impudence 
to fay London, England, becaufe I fay Dublin, Ire- 
land ? Is there no difference between London and 
Dublin, faucy boxes ? I have fealed up my letter, 
and am going to town. Morrow, firrahs.*— At nighl. 
I dined with the Secretary to-day ; we fat down be- 
tween five and fix. Mr. Harley's patent pafTed this 
morning : he is now Earl of Oxford, Earl Morti- 
mer, and Lord Harley of Wigmore-Caftlc. My 
letter was fealed, or I would have told you this yef- 
terday ; but the public news may tell it you. The 
Queen, for all her favour, has kept a rod for him 
in her clofet this week ; I fuppofe he will take it 
from her though in a day or two. At eight o*clock 
this evening it rained prodigioufly, as it did from 
£ve ; however I fet out, and in half way the rain 
lefiened, and I got home, but tolerably wet ; and 
this is the firft wet walk I have had in a month's 
traie that I am here: but however I got to-bed, after 
a ihort vifit to Attcrbury. 

25. It rained this morning, and I went to town 
by water ; and Ford and I dined with Mr. Lewis by 

appoint- 
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appointment. I ordered Patrick to bring my gown 
and periwig to Mr. Lewis^ becaufe I defigned to 
go to fee Lord Oxford, and fo I told the dog ; but 
he never came, though I (laid an hour longer than 
I appointed : fo I went in my old gown, and fat 
with him two hours, but could not talk over foi6e 
buiinefs I had with him ; fo he has deiired me to 
dine with him on Sunday, and I muft difappoint 
the Secretary. My Lord fet me down at a Coffec- 
houfe, where I waited for the De&n of Carlifle's 
chariot to bring me to Chelfea; for the Dean did 
not come himfelft but fent me his chariot, which 
has coft me two fhillings to the coachman ; and fb 
I am got home, and Lord knows what is become 
of Patrick. I think I mud fend him over to you. ; 
for he is an intolerable rafcal. If I had come with- 
out a gown, he would have ferved me fo, though 
my life and preferment fhould have lain upon it: 
and I am making a livery for him will coft me four 
pounds i but I will order the taylor to-morrow to 
flop till farther orders. My Lord Oxford can't yet 
abide to be called my Lord -, and when I called 
hiQA my Lordi he called- me Dr. Thomas Swift, 
which he always does when he has a mind to teafe 
me. By a fecond hand, he propofed my being his 
chaplain, which I by a fecond hand excufed $ bat 
we had no talk of it to-day : but I will be no 
man's chaplain alive. But I mufl go and be buly. 

26. I never faw Patrick till this morning, and 
that only once, for I drefled myfelf without him; 
and when I went to town* he was out of the way. 

I imme- 
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I immediately ient for the taylor, and ordered ^im 
to flop his hand in Patrick's cloaths till £airther or- 
ders. Oh, if it were in Ireland, I fhould have 
turned him off ten times ago; and it is no regard 
to him, but myfelf, that has made me keep him 
fo long. Now I am afraid to give the rogue hia^ 
cloaths. What (hall I do ? I wi(h MD were here 
to intreat for him, juft here at the bed's fide. Lady 
Afhbumham has been engaging me this long time 
to dine with her, and I fet to-day apart for it ; and 
whatever was the miflake, fhe fent me word, (he 
was at dinner and undrefTed, but would be glad to 
fee me in the afternoon; fo I dined with Mrs. 
Vanhomrigb, and would not go fee her at HI, in a 
huff. My fine Florence is turning four with a 
vengeance, and I have not drunk half of it. As I 
was coming home to-night. Sir Thomas Manfcl and 
Tom Harley met me in the Park, and made me 
walk with them till nine, like unreafonable whelps ; 
fo I got not here till ten : but it was a fine evening^ 
and the foot-path clean enough already after this 
bard rain. 

27. Going this morning to town, I faw two old 
lame fellows walking to a brandy-fhop, and when 
they got to the door, flood a long time compli- 
mcoting who fhould go in firft. Though this be 
jnojcil to tell, it was ao admirable one to fee. I 
dined to-day with my Lord Oxford and the Ladies, 
the new Countefs, and Lady Betty, who has been 
thcfc three days a Lady born. My Lord left us at 
iev60» and I had no time to fpeak to him about fome 

Vol. XV- F affairs; 
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affairs ; but he promifes ia a day or two wc (hall 
dine alone ; which is mighty likely, confidering wc 
expcft every moment that the Queen will give him 
the ftafF, and then he will be fo crowded, he will 
be good for nothing: for aught I know he may 
have it to-night at council. 

28. I had a petition fent me toother day from one 
Stephen Gernon, fctting forth that he formerly lived 
with Harry Tenifon, who gave him an employment 
of ganger; and that he was turned out after Harrys 
death, and came for England, and is now (Carving, 
or, as he exprelles it, that the ftafF of life has bem 
of late a ftranger to his appetite. To-day the poor 
fellow called, and I knew himi very vi^ll, t young 
flender fellow with freckles in his face ; you muft 
remember him ; he waited at table as a better fort 
of fervant. I gave him a crown, and promised to 
do what I could to help him to a fervice, which I 
did for Harry Tenifon's memory. It was bloody 
hot walking to-day, and I was fo la^y I dined where 
my new gown wras, at Mrs. Vanhomrigh's, and 
came back like a fool, and the Dean of Carlifle has 
fat with me till eleven. Lord Oxford has not the 
ftaff yet. 

29. I was this morning in town by ten, though 
it was (having-day, and went to the Secretary abouR 
ibme afiairs, then vifited the Duke and- Duchefs of 
Ormond ; but the latter was drcffing to. go out^ and 
'I could not fee her. . M^ ' Lord Oxford had the 
ftafF given: him this morning; fo now I muii call 
liim Lord Oxford -n6inwe> 4>ttt Lord Treafiireri: I 
» -•-■ '- ■-^.-'•Kopc 
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hope he will ftick thclre: this is twice he has chinfged 
his name this wccki and I heard to-day in the city 
(where I dined) that hfc will very foon have the 
garter. — Prithee, don*t you obftrve how ftrangely I 
have changed my company and manner of living ? I 
never go to a Coffee-hpufe ; you hear no more of 
Addifon, Steele, Henley, Lady Lucy, Mrs. Finch, 
Lord^Somcrs, Lord Halifax, &c. I think I havfc 
altered for the better. Did I tell you, the Archbi- 
(hop of Dublini has writ me a long letter of a fquab- 
ble in your town' about chufing a Mayor, and that 
he apprehended fome cenfure for the fhare he bad in 
it. I have hot heard any thing of it here; but I 
ihafi*nt>t be always able to defend him. We hear 
your Bifhop Hickman is dead; but nobody here 
will do any thing for me in Ireland ; fo they may 
die as faft or flow as they pleafe.— Well, you arc con- 
ftant to your Deans, and your Stdyte, and your Walls* 
Walls will have her tea foon ; parfon Richardlbn it 
either going or gone to Ireland, and has it with 
him. I hear Mr. Lewis has two letters for me : 
I could not call for them to*day, but will tOf> 
morrow; and perhaps one of them may be from 
our little MD, who knows, man? who can tell? 
Many more unlikely thing has happened. — Pfhaw^ 
I write fo plaguy little, I can hardly fee it myfcl£ 
fFrite bigger^ Jir rah ^ Prefto. No, but I won't* 
Oh, you are a faucy rogue, Mr. Prefto, you arc fo 
impudent. Come, dear rogues, let.Preilo go t9 
deep; I have been with the Dean, and 'tis nwr 
twelve* 

. ^ Thefe^wordi in Itdliclb ere wrkfien in a Iai^ roiio4katd. 

F 2 3^. I 
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30. I am fo hot and lazy after my morning's 
walk, that I loitered at Mrs. Vahhomrigh's, where 
my beft gown and periwig was, and out of mere 
liftlcfncfs dine there very often, fo I did to-day ; but 
I got little MD's letter, N. 15. (you fee, firrahs, I 
remember to tell, the number) from Mr. Lewis, and 
I read it in a clofet they lend me at Mrs. Van's, and 
I find Stella is a faucy rogue and a great writer, and 
can write finely ftill when her hand's in, and her 
pen good. When I came here to-night, I had a 
mighty mind to go fwim after I was cool, for my 
lodging is juft by the river, and I went down with 
only my night-gown and flippers on at eleveni, but 
came up again ; however, one of thefe nights I will 
venture. 

3 1 . I was fo hot this morning with my walk, 
that I refolve to do fo no more during this violent 
burning weather. It is comical, that now we 
happen to have fuch heat to ripen the fruit, there 
has been the greateil blail that ever was known, and 
almoft all the fruit is defpaired of. I dined with 
Lord Shelburn; Lady Kerry and Mrs. Pratt are 
going to Ireland. I went this evening to Lord 
Treafurer, and fat about two hours with him in 
mixt company ; he left us, and went to Court, and 
carried two (laves with him, fo I fuppofe we (hall 
have a new Lord Steward, or Controller to-mor- 
row ; I fmoakt that fhte fecret out by that accident. 
I won't anfwcr your letter yet, firrahs, no, I won'^ 
Madam. 

June I. I wifh you a merry month of June* I 
dined again with the Vans and Sir Andrew Foun* 
! • tain. 
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tain. I always give them a fiafk of my Florence, 
which now begins to fpoil, but 'tis near an end. I 
went this afternoon to Mrs. Vcdcau*s, and brought 
away Madam Dingley's parchment and letter of at- 
torney. Mrs. Vedeau tdls mt, fhe has fent the bill 
a fortnight ago. I will give tb6 parchment to Ben. 
Tookct and you fiiall fend him a let(er of attorney 
at your leifure, inclofed to Mr. Prefto. Yes, I now 
think your mackarel is full as good as ours, which I 
did not think formerly* I was bit about the two 
ftaves, for there is no new officer made to-day. 
This letter will find you ftill in Dublin, I fuppofe, 
or at Donnybrook, or lofing your money at Walls* 
(how does fhe do ?) 

• 2.1 mified this day by a blunder^ and dining In 
the city *. 

3. No boats on Sunday, never: fb I was forced 
to walk, and fo hot by the time I got to Ford's 
lodging, that I was quite fpent; I think the weather 
is mad. I could not go to church. I dined with 
the Secretary as ufiual, and old Colonel Graham 
that lived at Bagfhot-Heath, and they faid it was 
Colonel Graham's houfe. Pfhaw, 1 remember it 
very weU, when I ufed to go for a walk to London 
from. Moor-park. What, I warrant you don't re- 
member the golden farmer neither, Figgarkick 
8Dley? 

4j. When mufl we anfwcr this letter, this N. 1 5. 
of our little MD ? heat and lazinefs, and Sir An* 
4rew Fountain made me dine to-day again at Mrs. 

* This interlined in the original. 

F 3 Van'i 
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Van's ; and, in fhort, .this weather is infupportablc | 
how is it. with* you? Lady Betty Butler, and Ladj 
A£hburnbam fat with me two or^ three hours thii 
evening in my clofet at Mrs. Van's. They are ver) 
good girls, and if Lady fietty went to Ireland you 
fKould let her be acquainted with you. How doa 
pingley. do this hot weather ? StelJa, I think, neva 
complains of it, (he loves hot weather. There has 
not been a drop of rain iince Friday feonight. Yes, 
you do love hot weather, naughty Stdla, you dq 
^, and Picn:o can't abide it. Be a good girl then, 
and I'll love yo.u ; and love one another^ and don'l 
be quarrelling girls. 

5. I dined in the city to-day, and went from 
hence early to town, and vifitcd the Duke of Or- 
mond, and Mr. Secretary. They fay, my Lord 
Treafurer has a dead warrant in his pocket, they 
mean, a lift of thofe who are to be turned out oi 
employment, and we every day now expedl thoft 
changes. I paft by the Treafury to-day, and faw 
vaft crowds waiting to give Lord Trcafnrer petitions 
as he pailes by. He is now at the top of power and 
favour : he keeps no levees yet. I am cr«el thirfty 
this hot weather. — I am juft this minute going to 
fwim. I take Patrick down with me to hold mj 
night-gown, ibirt and flippers, and borrow a nap- 
kin of my Landlady for a cap.-— So farewell till ] 
come up ; but there's no danger, don't be frighted.. — 
I have been fwimming this half-hour and more ; and 
when I was coming out I dived, to make my head 
and all through wet, like a cold bath; but as ] 

divedj 
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dived, the napkin fell off and is loH:, and I have 
that to pay for. O faithj, the great ftones were fo 
iharp, I could hardly fet xny feet on them as I came 
out*. It was pure and warm. I got to bed^ and 
will now go lieep^ 

6: Morning. This letter (hall go to-morrow; 

fo'LwUl anfwer yours when I come home to-night. 

Ihd no hurt from laft night's fwimming. I lie 

with odthing hut the iheet over me» and my feet 

quite bare. I muft rife and go to town before the 

tide k againft me. Morrow, (Irrahs; dear firrahs^ 

morrow.— At night. I newer felt fo hot a day as ^ 

thtd iince I was born. I dined with Lady. Betty 

<iermain, and there was the young Earl of Berkeley 

afid his fine Lady. I never Taw her before, nor 

think her near {6 handfome as (be pafles for. — After 

dinner ^Mr. Bertue would not let me put ice in my 

wine ; but faid my Lord Dorchefter got the bloody- 

fluic with iu and that it was the wpt^ thing in the 

world. Thu« are we plagued, thus are we plagued i 

yet J hare done it &ve or fix times this fummer, and 

was but the drier and the hotter for it. Nothing 

makes oie ff> exceflively peevifh as hot weather- 

Lady Berkeley after dinner clapt my hat on another 

Lady's head, and (he in roguery put it upon the rails. 

I minded them not ; but in two minutes they called 

me to the window, and Lady Carteret (hewed me 

my hat out of her window five doors off, where I was 

forced to walk to it, and pay her and old Lady Weyr 

mouth a vifit, with fome more bell-dames. Then I 

went aiid drank coffee, and made pne or two: puns 

F 4 with 
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certainly he liei. ti m fare I uied him indifiereiui] 
enough^ and we^ever once dined together, or walkt 
or were in any third place, onJy he barne fometifiw 
to my ilodgingSv ^nd ^en thene was pflener denied 
than admitted*-—* What an odd bill is that you fen< 
of Raymond's ? -a bill Aipon one Many ik Cheftcr, 
«rhiith depends entii:dy :?iiot only ^upon Rftymond'i 
honefty, but his difcnstion; and in' money matten 
he is the )dft ^nan . I would depend on. Why 
lhd*M Sir Alexandei^ Cairnes in London pay uei 
hill, drawn by ^God' knows who, tipon Murry At 
Chiftfef? I wiafi' at Caimes's, and they can do m 
fuch thing; t went among fome friends^ who ar« 
merchants, and* I find the bill muft be fent « 
Murry, accepted by him, and then returned back, 
and then Cairnes may accept ot refufe it as be 
pleafes. Accordingly I gave Sir Thomas Frankland 
the bill, who has fent it to Chefter, and ordered the 
poft-mafter there to get it accepted, and then fend 
it back, and in a day or two I (hall have an anfwer; 
and therefore this letter muft ftay a day or two 
lojiger than I intended, and fee what anfwer I get 
^Raymond Ihbuld have written to Murray at the 
ikme time, to defire Sir Alexander Caimes to have 
anfwered fuch a "bill, if it come. But Gaimes's 
clerks (himielf vras not at home) faid, they had re* 
cefved no notice of it, and could do nothing; and 
advifed me tj fentf to Murry. — ^I have been lit 
weeks to-day at Chelfea, and you know it but juft 
now. And fb Dean ^ thinks I write the Med- 
ley. Poac of his jiidgmieat^ 'tis equal to his ho- 

ncfty. 
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'. Then you han't (ten the Mifcdlanjr yet 
f, 'tis a four (hilling book : has nobody carried 
er? — ^No, I believe Manley will not lofe his 
z : for his friend in Englaed is fo far from being 

that he has taken a new patent fince the poil* 
le adt ; aad his brother Jack Manley here takes 
part £rmly j. and I have often ^oken to Sou$h^ 

in his beha^^ and he ieenis very well inclined 
im. But the Irifh folks here ia geperal are 
ibly violent ^gainft him. Beiides, ho.n^uft con* 
: he could not: fend Stella .wine if he were put 
And {6 heis.vcry kind^ and fends, you.a dosen 
les of wine at a time^ and you win eight ihil** 
s at a time i and how much ^o you lofe ?^ No, 
never one (ylluble about that, I warrant you.— - 
y this fame Stella is fo unmerciful a writer, (he 
hardly left any, room for Dingley, If you have 
1 Summer there as here, fure the Wexford wa- 
jare good by this time. 1. forgot what weather 
:>ad May 6th ; go look in my journal. We had 
ble rain the 24th and 25th, and never a drop 
:. Yes, yes, I rememtber Bereiied's^hridjge} 
coach foffes up and down as oqe goes, that way, 
as at Hockley in the Hole. I never impute any 
is or health I have to good or ill weather, but to 
t of exerciie, or ill air, 9^ fomething I have 
D, or hard ftudy, or fitting up i and fo I ieiu:c 
oft thofe as well as I can i, but who a deuce can 
> the weather ? Will Scympr, the General, was 
:f7iyely hot with the fun ihining full upon him ; 
e turns to the fun, apd iays^ Hearkee, frkndt 

you 
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yon had bettor go and ripen cucumhers than plague 
me at this rate, €5?r. Another time fretting at the 
beat, a Gentleman by faid, it was fuch weather as 
pteafed God : Scymor ifaid, perhaps it may ; but 
Tm fore it pleafcs nobody elfe. Why, Madam 
Dingley, the firft-fruits arc done. Southwell told 
mt they went to enquire about theni, and Lord 
Trcafurer faid they were done, and had been done 
kmg ago. ^ And 1*11 tell you a fecret you muft not 
mention, that the Duke of Ormond is ordered to 
take notice of them in his /peedi to your Parlia- 
ment : and I defire you will take care to fay on oc- 
cafion, that my Lord Treafurcr Harley did it many 
months ago, before the Duke was Lord Lieutenant. 
And yet I cannot poffibly come over yet: fo get 
you gone to Wexford, and make Stella well. — ^Ycs, 
yes, I take care not to walk late ; I never did but 
once, and there are five hundred people on the way 
as I walk. — Tifdall is a puppy, and I will excufe 
him the half hour he would talk with me. As for 
the Examiner, I have heard a whifpcr, that after 
that of this day, which tells what this Parliament 
has done, you will hardly find them fo good. I 
prophecy they will be trafh for the future; and 
methinks in this day's Examiner the author talks 
doubtfully, as if he would write no more. Obfervc 
whether the change be difcovered in Dublin, only 
for your own curioiity, that's all. Make it mouth 
there. Mrs; Vedeau's bufuiefs I have anfwered, 
and I hope the bill is not loft. Morrow. 'Ti« 
ftewing hotf but I muft rife, and go to town be- 

tweei) 
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tween fire and water. Morrow, (irrahs bod), mor- 
row. — At night. I dined tp-day with Colonel 
Crowe, Governor of JaiTKtica, and your friead 
Sterne, I preTented Sterne to my Lord Treafurer't 
brother, and gave him his cafe, and engaged him 
ID his favour. At dinner there fell the fwingingeft 
long ihower^ and the nioft grateful to me,. that. ever 
I iaw : it thundered fifty times at leaft, and the air 
is fb cool, that a body is able to live ; and I walkt 
borne to-night with comfort, and without dirt.. I 
went this evening to Lord Treafurer, and fat with 
him two hours, and we were in very good humour, 
and he abufed me, and called me Dr. Thomas Swifl 
fifty times : I have told you he does that when he 
has mind to make me mad. Sir Thomas Frank- 
land gave me to-day a letter from Murry, accepting 
my bill ; fo all is well : only by a letter from Par- 
vifol, I find there are fome perplexities. — ^Joe has 
likewife written to me, to thank me for what I 
have done for him ; and defires I would write to the 
Biihop of CIogher,'that Tom Afhe may not hinder 
his father * from being portrief. I have written; 
and fent to Joe feveral times, that I will not trouble 
myfeif at all about Trim. I wifh them their liber- 
ty } but they do not deferve it : fo tell Joe, and fend 
to him. I am mighty happy with this rain : I was 
at the end of my patience, but now I live again. 
This cannot go till Saturday; and perhaps I may 
go out of town with Lord Shelburn and -Lady 

* Even Mr. Jofeph BeaomoiU, the fon, was at this time an old 
mia, whole grey locks were venerable; cohfequently his ftther was 
wtBf ancient ; wi yet the father lived nntil about the year 1719. 

Kerry 
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Kerry tormorrow for two or three days. Lady^ Kcr* 
ry handwritten to dciireit; but ta^morrow I (hall 
Icnow farther. — O this dear rain^ I cannot forbear i 
prai&ng it : I never felt myfelf to be revived (b in / 
my life. It lafted from three till five, hard as a F 
horo^ and mixt with hail. 

8. Morning. I am going to town, and wilt jnft 
finifli* this there, if I go into the country with Ladj 
Kerry and Lord Shelbum : fo morrow, till an hour 
or two bence. — In town, I met Catrnes, who, I 
fuppoie, will pay me the money i though he fiiys, I 
mud fend him the bill firft, atid I will get it done 
inabfence. Farewel, &c. &c. 



LETTER XXV. 

Chelfca, June 9, 10, 11, 11, 13, 14, 15, if» 
17, 18, 19, 20. 

1HAVE been all this time at Wicomb, between 
Oxford and London, with Lord Shelbum, who 
has the Squire's houfe at^ the town's end, and an 
eftate there in a delicious country. Lady Kerry and 
Mrs. Pratt were with us, and we pafled. our tkne 
well enough ; and there I wholly difengaged myfelf 
from' all publick thoughts, and every thing but 
MD,, who had the impudence to fend me a letter 
there; but TIL be revenged: Til anfwer it. This 
day, the 20th, I came from Wicomb with Lady 
Kerry after dinner, lighted at Hyde- Park corner, 

and 
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i %fid walkt^ it was twtnty^kvcn miks^ apd we 
came k in about five hours. 

zt. I wfint.at noon to iee Mr. Secretary at: his 
office^ and. there was Lord TreaAlred: fo I killed 
two birds/ &c. and we were glad to fee one ana* 
ther, and fo forth « And t|^ Secretary and I dined 
at Sir WiUiMd Wyndham's, who married Lady 
Catherine Seymor^ your acquaintance, I fuppoio. 
There were ten of us at dinner. It feems in my 
abfeace they had eireded a club, and made me one^ 
and we made fome^ laws to-day, which I am to di- 
geft» and add to, againfl neyt meeting. Our meet- 
ings arc to be. every Thurfday : we are yet but 
twelve : Lord Keeper and Lord Treafurer were pro- 
pofed ; but I was againft them, and fo was Mr^ 
Secretary, though their fons are of it, and fp they 
are excluded ; but we defign to admit the Duke of 
Shrewlbury, The end of our club is to advance 
converfation and friendship, and to reward deferying 
perfons with our intereil and recommendation. We 
uke in none but men of wit or men of intereft ; 
and if we go on as we b^in, no other club ia this 
town will be worth talking of. The Solicitor^G^ 
neral. Sir Robert Raymond, is one of our club ; 
and I ordered hun immediately to write ta your 
Lord Chaocellor in favour of Dr. Raymond; ib- teU 
Raymond^ if you fee him; but I believe this will 
-6lMlyou at We)cfpfd« This letter will come three 
Mfftks after tb<t.^ftj fo there Is a week loft ; but that 
jzffS^kkg totny being put of town ; yet I think, it. is 
iff^t^: bccaufe it goes indlofed to jNdr. Reading: and 
..,-, why 
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why (hould he know how often Prefto writes tt 
MD, pray ? — I fat this evening with Lady Bulle 
and Lady Afhbafnham, and then came home b) 
eleven, and had a good cool walk; for we havi 
had no extreme hot weather this fortnight^ but t 
great deal of rain at times, and a body can live anc 
breathe. I hope it will hold fo. We had peacha 
to-day. 

22. I went late to-day to town, and dined with 
my friend Lewis. I faw Will. Congreve attending 
at the treafary, by order, with his brethren, the 
commiffioncrs of the wine licences. I had often 
mentioned him with kindncfs to Lord Treafurcr ; 
and Congreve told me, that after th^ had anfwered 
to what they were fent for, my Lord called him 
privately, and (poke to him with great kindnefs, 
promifing his proteftion, &c. The poor man faid, 
he had been ufed fo ill of late years, that he was 
quite aftonifhed at my Lord's goodnefs, &c. and de- 
fired me to tell my Lord fo ; which Idid this evening, 
and recommended him heartily. My Lord aflured me 
he efteemed him very much, and would be always 
kind to him ; that what he faid was to make Congreve 
eafy, becaufe be knew people talked as if his Lordfhip 
defigned to turn every body out, and particularly 
Congrevfc ; which indeed was true, for the poor man 
told me he apprehended it. As I left my Lord 
Treafurer, I called on Congreve (knowing where 
he dined) and told him what had pafled between ray 
Lord and me: fo I have made a worthy m^n eaiy, 
and that is a good day's work. I am propoiing to 

my 
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my Lord to ered: a fociety or academy for correct- 
ing and fettling our language, that we may not 
perpetually be changing as we do. He enters 
mightily into it, fo does the Dean of Carliflej and 
I defign to write a letter to Lord Treafurer with the 
propofals of it, and publifli it; and fo I told my 
Lord, and he approves it. Yefterday's was a fad Ex- 
aminer, and laft week was very indifferent, though 
forae little fcraps of the old fpirit, as if he had 
given fome hints; but yefterday's is all trafh. It is 
plain the hand is changed. 

23. I have not been in London to-day : for Dr. 
Gaftrel and I dined, by invitation, with the Dean 
of Carlifle, my neighbour; fo I know not what 
they are doing in the world, a meer country gentle- 
man. And are not you afliamed both to go into 
the country juft when I did, and ftay ten days, juft 
as I did fancy monkies ? But I never rode ; I had 
no horfes, and our coach was out of order, and we 
went and came in a hired cxie. Do you keep your 
lodgings when you go to Wexford ? I fuppofe you 
do; for you will hardly ftay above two months. I 
have been walking about our town to-night, and it 
is a very fcurvy place for walking. I am thinking 
to leave it, and return to town, now the Irifli folks 
arc gone. Ford goes in three days. How does 
Dinglcy divert herfclf while Stella is riding ? work, 
or read, or walk ? Does Dingley ever read to you ? 
Had you ever a book with you in the country? Is 
all that left off? confefs. Well, Til c^o fleeo, 'tis 
VoL.^V. G " ' paft 
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part eleven, and I go early to flecp ; I write nothing 
at night but to MD. 

24. Stratford and I, and paftoral Phillips, (juft 
come from Denmark) dined at Ford's to-day, who 
paid his way, and goes for Ireland on Tuefday, 
The Earl of Peterborow is returned from Vienna 
without one fervant : he left them fcettered in fe- 
veral towns of Germany* I had a letter from him, 
four days ago, from Hanover, where he defire$ 
I would^ immediately fend him an anfwcr to bis 
houfe at Parfon's-Green, about five miles off, I . 
wondered what he meant, till I heard he was come. 
He fent expreffes, and got here before them. • He 
is above fifty, and as aftive as one of five- and 1 
twenty. I have not feen him yet, nor know when j 
I (hall, or where to find him. j, 

25. Poor Duke of Shrewfbury has been very ill . 
of a fever: we were all in a fright about him: I ] 
thank God, he is better. I dined to-day at Lord J 
Aftiburnham s with his lady, for he was not at home; ■- 
(he is a very good girl, and always a great favourite j 
of mine. Sterne tells mc, he has defired a friend ^ 
to receive your box in Cheftcr, and carry it over. '■ 
I fear he will mifcarry in his bufinefs, which was : 
fent to the Treafury before he was recommended j [ 
for I was pofitive only to fecond his recommenda- 
tions, and all his other friends failed him. How* 
ever, on your account, I will do what I can for 
him to-morrow with the fecretary of the treafurjr* i 

26. We had much company to-day at dinner at 
Lord Trcafurer's. Prior never fails : he is a much 

better 
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)ettcr courtier than I ; and we expeft every day that 
le will be a commiflioner of the cuftoms, and that 
n a fliort time a great many more will be turned 
iiit. They blame Lord Treafurer for his flownefs 
n turning people out; but I fuppoie he has his 
eafons. They ftill keep my neighbour Atterbury 
n fufpcncc about the Deanry of Chrift-Church, 
(^hich has been above fix months vacant, and he is 
leartily angry. I reckon you are now preparing for 
our Wexford expedition ; and poor Dingley is full 
f carking and caring, fcolding. How long will 
^ou ftay ? Shall I be in Dublin before you return ? 
)on't fall and hurt yourfelves, nor overturn the 
each. Love one another, and be good girls ; and 
Irink Prefto's health in water, madam Stella ; and in 
;ood ale *, madam Dingley. 

27. The Secretary appointed me to dine with 
lim to-day, and we were to do a world of bufinefs: 
ic came at four, and brought Prior with him, and 
lad forgot the appointment, and no bufinefs was 
lone. I left him at eighty and went to change my 
;own at Mrs. Vanhomrigh's ; and there was Sir 
Andrew Fountain at ombre with Lady Afhburnham, 
nd Lady Frederick Schomberg ; and Lady Mary 
chomberg, and Lady Betty Butler, and others 
ilking; and it put me in mind of the Dean, and 
toytc, and Walls, and Stella at play, and Dingley 
ad I looking on. I flaid with them till ten, like 
fool. Lady A(hburnham is fomething like Stella; 

• The W^exford alt is highly cftcemedy which is liinted at in this 
Age ; and the Wexford waters were prefcribcd to StcUa. 

G 2 fo 
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fo I helped her, and vviflied her good cards. It it 
late, &c. 

28. Well, but I muft anfwer this letter of our 
MD's. Saturday approaches, and I han't written 
down this fide. O faith, Prefto has been a fort of 
a lazy fellow : but Prefto will remove to town this 
day fe'nnight : the Secretary has commanded mc 
to do fo ; and I believe he and I (hall go for fomc 
days to Windfor, where he will have leifure to mind 
fome bufinefs we have together. To-day, our fo- 
cicty (it muft not be called a club) dined at Mr. Se- 
cretary's ; we were but eight, the reft fcnt excufcs. 
or were out of town. We fat till eight, and made 
fome laws and fettlements ; and then I went to take 
leave of Lady Afhburnham, who goes out of towc 
to-morrow, as a great many of my acquaintana 
are already, and left the town very thin. I flial 
make but fliort journies this fummer, and not b< 
long out of London. The days are gjown fenfibl] 
(horter alreidy, and all our fruit blafted. Youi 
Duke of Ormond is ftill at Cheftcr ; and perhap: 
this letter will be with you as foon as he. Sterne 
bufinefs is quite blown up : they ftand to it to fcn( 
him back to the commiflioners of the revenue ii 
Ireland for a reference, and all my credit could no 
alter it, although I almoft fell out with the Secrc 
tary of the Treafury, who is my Lord Treafurcr* 
coufin-german, and my very good friend. It fcem 
every ftep he has hitherto taken hath been wrong 
at leaft they fay fo, and that is the fame thing, 
am heartily forry for it ; and I really think they ar 
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in iliQ wrong, and ufe him hardly ; but I can do no 
more. 

29. Steele has had the aflurance to write to me, 
that I would engage my Lord Treafurer to keep a 
friend of his in an employment : I believe I told 
you how he and Addifon ierved me for my good 
offices in Steele's behalf; and I promifed Lord Trea^ 
furer never to fpeak for either of them again. Sir 
Andrew Fountain and I dined to-day at Mrs. Van- 
homrigh's. Dilly Afhe has been in town this fort- 
night : I faw him twice; he was four days at Lord 
Pembroke's in the country, punning with him ; his 
face is very welK I was this evening tv^o or three 
hours at Lord Treafurer's, who called me Dr. 
Thomas Swift twenty times; that's his way of teaf- 
ing. I left him at nine, and got home here by 
ten, like a gentleman ; and to-morrow morning I'll 
anfwer your letter, iirrahs. 

30. Morning. I am terrible flecpy always in a 
morning ; I believe it is my walk over-night that 
difpofes me to fleep ; faith 'tis now ftriking eight, 
and I am but juft awake. Patrick comes early, and 
wakes me five or fix times, but I have excufes, 
though I am three parts aOeep. I tell him I fat up 
late, or flept ill in the night, and often it is a lie. 
I have now got little MD's letter before me, N. 16, 
no more, nor no lefs, no miilake. Dingley fays> 
'* This letter won't be above fix lines," and I was 
afraid it was true, though I faw it filled on both 
fides* The Bifliop of Clogher writ me word you 
were in the country, and that he heard you were 

G 3 well; 
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well ; I am glad at heart MD rides, and rides, and 
rides. Our hot weather ended in May, and all this 
month has been moderate : it was then fo hot, I 
was not able to endure it ; I was miferable every 
moment, and found myfelf difpofed to be pcevifh 
and quarrelfome; I believe a very hot country 
would make me ftark mad. — Yes, my head conti- 
nues pretty tolerable, and I impute it all to walk- 
ing. Does Stella eat fruit ? I eat a little, but I al- 
ways repent, and refolve againft it. No, in very 
hot weather I always go to town by water : but I 
conftantly walk back, for then the fun is down. 
And fo Mrs. Pro by goes with you to Wexford; 
fhc's admirable company : you'll grow plaguy wife 
with thofe you frequent. Mrs. Taylor, and Mrs. 
Proby; take care of infeftion, I believe my two 
hundred pounds will be paid ; but that Sir Alex- 
ander Cairnes is a fcrupulous puppy : I left the bill 
with Mr. Stratford, wljo is to have the money. 
Now, madam Stella, what fay you ? you ride every 
day ; I know that already, firrah ; and if you rid 
every day for a twelve month, you would be ftill 
better and better. No, I hope Parvifol will not 
have the impudence to make you ftay an hour for 
fhe money; if he does. Til un-parvifol him; pray 
let me know, O Lord, how hafty we are, Stella 
can't ftay writing and writing ; fhe muft write and 
go a cock-horfe, pray now. Well, but the horfes 
arc not come to the door ; the fellow can't find the 
bridle ; your ftirrup is broken ; where did you put 
the whips, Dingley ? Marg'et, where have you laid 

Mrs, 
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f. Johnfon's ribband to tie about her ? reach me 
maik : fup up this before you go. So, fo, a 
p, a gallop : (it faft, firrah, and don't ride hard 
L the ftones, — Well, now Stella is gonjc, tell 
Dingley, is flie a good girl ? and what news is 
you are to tell me ? — No, J believe the box is 
loft : Sterne fays, it is not. — No faith, you 
: go to Wexford without feeing your Duke of 
ond, unlefs you ftay on purpofe ; perhaps you 
be fo wife. — I tell you this is your fixtcenth 
:; will you never be fatisfied? No, no. Til 
. late no more; I ought lefs to venture it than 
: people, and fo I was told : but Til return to 
e in town next Thurfday. When you come 

Wexford I would have you fend a letter of 
aey to Mr. Benjamin Tookc, book feller in 
ion, direifled to me ; and he (hall manage your 
\ I have your parchment fafely lockt up in 
Ion. — O madam Stella, welcome home; was 
eafant riding? did your horfe ftumble? how 
I did the man light to fettle your ftirrup ? ride 
miles ?, faith you have galloped indeed. Well, 
wherc's the fine thing you promifed me ? I 

been a good boy, afk Dingley elfe. I believe 
lid not meet the fine- thing-man : faith you are 
cat. So you'll fee Raymond and his wife in 
. Faith that riding to Laracor gives me (hort 
^ as well as you. All the days I have palled 

have been dirt to thqfe. I have been gaining 

lies by the fcores, and friends by the couples, 

h is againft the rules of wifdom ; becaufe they 

G 4 fay, 



88 DR. SWIFT'S 

fay, one enemy can do more hurt, than ten friend? 
can do good. But I have had my revenge at leaft. 

if I get nothing elfe. And fo let Fate govern. 

Now I think your letter is anfwered ; and mine wil 
be (horter than ordinary, becaufe it muft go to-day 
We have had a great deal of fcattering rain for fomi 

days paft, yet it hardly keeps down the duft, 

We have plays adted in our town, and Patrick waj 
at one of them, oh ho. He was damnably maulec 
one day when he was drunk ; he was at cuffs witi: 
a brother footman, who dragged him along the flooi 
upon his face, which lookt for a week after as if he 
had the leprofy ; and I was glad enough to fee it 
I have been ten times fending him over to you ; jrci 
now he has new cloaths, and a laced hat, whici 
the hatter brought by his orders, and he offered tc 
pay for the lace out of his wages. — I am to din< 
to-day with Dilly at Sir Andrew Fountain's, wh( 
has bought a new houfe, and will be weary of ii 
in half a year. I muft rife and (have, and walk tc 
town, unlefs I go with the Dean in his chariot at 
twelve, which is too late : and I have not feen thai 
Lord Pcterborow yet. The Duke of Shrewfbury 
is almoft well again, and will be abroad in a day or 
two : what care you ? There it is now ; you don't 
care for my friends. Farewcl, my deareft lives, 
and delights, I love you better than ever, if poflible, 
as hope favcd, I do, and ever will. God Almighty 
blefs you ever, and make us happy together ; I pray 
for this twice every day; and I hope God will 
hear my poor hearty prayers. — Remember if I am 

ufed 
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ufcd ill and ungratefully, as I have formerly been, 
'tis what I am prepared for, and (hall not wonder at 
it. Yet, I am now envied, and thought in high 
favour, and have every day numbers of confiderable 
men teafing me to folicit for them. And the mi- 
niftry all ufe me pcrfeftly well, and all that know 
them, fay they love me. Yet I can count upon no- 
thmg, nor will, but upon MD's love and kindnefs- 
—They think me ufeful ; they pretended they were 
afraid of none but me ; and that they refolved to 
have me ; they have often confefTed this : yet all 
makes little impreflion on me. — Pox of thefe fpe- 
cuktions ! they give me the fpleen ; and that is a 
difcafe I was not born to. Let me alone, firrahs, 
and be fatisfied : I am, as long as MD and Prefto 
arc well : Little wealth. And much health. And a 
life by flealth ; that is all we want ; and fo farewel, 
dearcft MD; Stella, Dingley, Prefto all together, 
now and for ever all together. Farewel again and 
again. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVr. 

Chdfea, June 30, 171 1. 

SEE what large paper I am forced to take to write 
to MD ;- Patrick has brought me none dipt ; 
but faith the next fhall be fmaller. I dined to-day 
as I told you, with Dilly at Sir Andrew Fountain's : 
there were we wretchedly punning, and writing to- 
gether to Lord Pembroke. Dilly is juft fuch a 
puppy as ever; and it is fo uncouth, after fo long an 
intermifllon. My twenty-fifth is gone this evening 
to the poft. I think I will dired my next, (which 
is this) to Mr. Curry's, and let them fend it to Wex- 
ford, and then the next inclofed to Reading. In* 
ftruifl me how I (hall do. I long to hear from you 
from Wexford, and what fort of place it is. The 
town grows very empty and dull. This evening I 
have had a letter from Mr. Philips the paftoral poet, 
to get him a certain employment from Lord Trea- 
furer. I have now had almoft all the whig poets my 
folicitors; and I have been ufeful to Congreve, Steele> 
and Harrifon : but I will do nothing for Philips ; 
I find he is more a puppy than ever ; fo don't foli- 
cit for him. Befides, I will not trouble Lord 
Treafurer, unlefs upon fome very extraordinary oc- 
cafion. 

July I . Dilly lies conveniently for me when I 

come to town from Chelfea of a Sunday, and go 

to the Secretary's ; fo I called at his lodgings this 

5 morning, 
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morning, and fent for my gown, and drefled my- 
fclf there. He had a letter from the Biftiop, with 
an account that you were fet out for Wexford the 
morning he writ, which was June 26, and he had 
the letter the 30th ; that <vas very quick : the Bi- 
(hop fays, you defign to ftay there two months of 
more. Dilly had alfo a letter from Tom Aihe, full 
of Irifh news : that your Lady Linden is dead, and 
I know not what bcfidcs, of Dr. Coghil * loling 
his drab, &c. The Secretary was gone to Wind- 
for, and I dined with Mrs. Vanhomrigh. Lord 
Treafurer is at Windfor too j they will be going and 
coming all fummer, while the Queen is there, and 
the town is empty, and I fear I (hall be fometimes 
forced to ftoop beneath my dignity, and fend to the 
alehoufe for a dinner. Well, firrahs, had you a 
good journey to Wexford ? did you drink ale by the 
way ? were you never overturned ? how many thinga 
did you forget ? do you lie on ftraw in your new 
town where you are ? Cudflio, the next letter to 
Prefto will be dated from Wexford. What fine 
company have you there ? what new acquaintance 

" Dr. Mamaduke Coghil was Judge of the Prerogative Court in 
Ireland. About this time he courted a lady^ and was Toon to have 
been married to her ; but unfortunately a caufe wa» brought to trial 
before liifD, wherein a man was fued for beating his wife. When the 
aiatler was agitated, the Dr. gave his opinion. That although a man 
bad DO right to beat his wife unmercifully, yet that, with fuch a lit- 
tie cane or fwitch as he then held in his hand, a hufband was at liber- 
t]f, end was invcfted with a pow^, to give his wife moderate corrcc. 
tion : which opinion determined the lady agaiufl having the doctor* 
He dtfd an old man and a batchelor, about thirty years ago. 

• 
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have you got ? you are to write conftantly to Mrs, 
Walls and Mrs. Stoyte : and the Dean faid. Shall 
we never hear from you ? Yes, Mr. Dean, we'll 
make bold to trouble you with a letter. Then at 
Wexford ; when you meet a lady ; Did your waters 
pafs well this morning, madam ? Will Dingley drink 
them too ? Yes, I warrant ; to get her a ftomach, 
I fuppofe you are all gamefters at Wexford. Don't 
lofe your money, firrah, far from home. I believe 
I ihall go to Windfor in a few days ^ at leaft, the 
Secretary tells me fo. He has a fmall houfe there, 
with juft room enough for him and me; and I would 
be fatisfied to pafs a few days there fometimes, 
Sirrahs, let me go to flcep, 'tis pad twelve in our 
town. 

2. Sterne came to me this morning, and tells me 
he has yet feme hopes of compaffing his buiinefs ; 
he was with Tom Harley, the Secretary of the Trca- 
fury, and made him doubt a little he was in the 
wrong ; the poor man tells me, it will almoft undo 
him, if he fails. I called this morning to fee Will 
Congreve, who lives much by himfelf, is forced to 
read for amufement, and cannot do it without a 
magnifying-glafs. I have fet him very well with 
the miniftry, and I hope he is in no danger of lofing 
his place. I dined in the city with Dr. Friend, not 
among my merchants, but with a fcrub inflrument 
of mifchief of mine, whom I never mentioned to 
you, nor am like to do. You two little faucy Wcx- 
fordians, you are now drinking waters. You drink 
waters ! you go fiddleftick. Pray God fend them to 

do 
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do you good; if not, faith next fummer you (hall 
come to the Bath. 

3. Lord Peterborow defired to fee me this morn- 
ing at nine ; I had not feen him before fince he 
came home. I met Mrs, Manley there, who was 
Ibh'citing him to get fome penfion or reward for her 
Icrvice in the caufe, by writing her Atalantis, and 
profccution, G?r. upon it, I fcconded her, and hope 
they will do fomething for the poor woman. My 
Lord kept me two hours upon politicks : he comes 
home very fanguine; he has certainly done great 
things at Savoy and Vienna, by his negotiations : he 
is violent againft a peace, and finds true what I writ 
to him, that the Miniftry feems for it. He reafons 
well ; yet I am for a peace *. I took leave of Lady 
Kerry, who goes to-morrow for Ireland ; (he picks 
up Lord Shelburn and Mrs. Pratt at Lord Shel- 
burn's houfc. I was this evening with Lord Trea- 
furer; Tom. Harley was there; and whifpered me 
that he began to doubt about Sterne's bufinefs ; I 
told him he would find he was in the wrong. I 
fat two or three hours at Lord Treafurer's ; he ral- 
lied me fufficiently upon my refufing to take him into 
our club; told a judge who was with us, that my 
name was Thomas Swift. I had a mind to prevent 
Sir H. Bellafis going to Spain, who is a moft covet- 
ous curr, and I fell a railing againft avarice, and 
turned it fo that he fmoakt me, and named Bellafis. 
I went on, and faid it was a (hame to fend him, to 
which he agreed, but defired I would name fome 

• Thcie words, written in confidence to Stella, dcferve our notice. 

who 
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who underftood bufinefs, and do not love money, 
for he could not find them, I faid, there was 
ibmething in a treafurer different from other men ; 
that we ought not to make a man a Bifhop who 
does not love divinity, or a General who does not 
love war ; and I wondered why the Queen would 
make a man Lord Treafurer who does not love 
money. He was mightily pleafed with what I faid. 
He was talking of the firft-fruits of England ; and 
I took occafion to tell him, that I would not for a 
thoufand pounds, any body but he had got them to 
Ireland, who got them for England too. He bid 
me confider what a thoufand pounds was ; I faid, I 
would have him to know, I valued a thoufand 
pounds /as little as he valued a million, — Is it not 
filly to write all this ? but it gives you an idea what 
our converfation is with mixt company. I have 
taken a lodging in SuiFolk-ftreet, and go to it on 
Thurfday; and defign to walk the Park and the 
town to fupply my walking here : yet I v^^ill walk 
here fometimes too, in a vifit now and then to the 
Dean. When I was almoft at home, Patrick told 
me he had two letters for me, and gave them to me 
in the dark, yet I could fee one of them was from 
faucy MD. I went to vifit the Dean for half an 
hour ; and then came home, and firfl: read the other 
letter, which was from the Bifhop of Clogher, who 
tells me the Archbiftiop of Dublin mentioned in a 
full aifcmbly of the clergy, the Queen's granting 
the firft-fruits -, faid it was done by the Lord Trea- 
furer; and talked much of my merit in it: but 

reading 
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reading your's I find nothing of that : perhaps the 
Bi(hop lies, out of a defirc to pleafe me. I dined 
with Mrs. Vanhomrigh- Well, firrahs, you arc 
gone to Wexford, but TU follow you. 

4. Sterne came to me again this morning to ad^* 
vifc about reafons and memorials he is drawing up ; 
and we went to town by water together ; and having 
nothing to do, I ftole into the city to an inftrumcnt 
of mine, and then went to fee poor Patty Rolt^ 
who has been in town thcfe two months with a 
couiin of hers. Her life pafles with boarding in 
fome country town as cheap as fhe can, and when 
ihe runs out, ihifting to fome cheaper place, or 
coming to town for a month. If I were rich I ' 
would cafe her, which a little thing would do. 
Some months ago I fent her a guinea, and it patched 
up twenty circumftances. She is now going to 
Berkhamftead in Hertfordshire. It has . rained and 
hailed prodigioufly to-day, with fome thunder. 
This is the laft night I lie at Chelfea; and I got. 
home early, and fat two hours with the Dean, and 
eat vi(fluals, having had a very fcurvy dinner. Til 
anfwer your letter when I come to live in town. 
You (hall have a fine London anfwer : but firft Til 
go fleep, and dream of MD. 

London, July 5. This day I left Chelfea for 
good (that's a genteel phrafe) and am got into Suf- 
folk-ftreet. I dined to-day at our fociety, and wc 
arc adjourned for a month, becaufe moft of us go 
into the country : we dined at Lord Keeper's with 
young Harcourt, and Lord Keeper was forced to 

fneak 
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fneak off, and dine with Lord Treafurer, who had 
invited the Secretary and me to dine with him ; but 
we fcorned to leave our company^ as George Gran- 
v' Je did, whom we have threatened to expel : how- 
ever, in the evening I went to Lord Treafurcr, and, 
among other company, found a couple of judges 
with him ; one of them, judge Powel, an old fellow 
with gray hairs, was the merrieft old Gentleman I 
ever faw, fpoke pleafant things, and laughed and 
chuckled till he cried again. I ftaid till eleven, 
becaufe I was not now to walk to Chelfea. 

6. An ugly rainy day; I was to vifit Mrs. Bar- 
ton, then called at Mrs. Vanhomrigh*s, where Sir 
Andrew Fountain and the rain kept me to dinner; 
and there did I loiter all the afternoon, like a fool, 
out of perfeft lazinefs, and the weather not per- 
mitting me to walk ; but I'll do fo no more. Are 
your waters at Wexford good in this rain ? I long 
to hear how you are eftabli/hed there, how and 
whom you vifit, what is your lodging, what are 
your entertainments. You are got far fouthwards ; 
but I think you muft eat no fruit while you drink 
the waters. I eat fome Kentifh cherries t'other day, 
and I repent it already; I have felt my head a little 
difordered. We had not a hot day all June, nor 
fince, which I reckon a mighty happinefs. Have 
you left a diredion with Reading for Wexford ? I 
will, as I faid, direft this to Curry's, and the next 
to Reading, or fuppofe I fend this at a venture 
ilraight to Wexford ? It would vex me to have it 
mifcarry. I had a letter to-night from Par,vifol, 

that 
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that White has paid me mod of my remaining 
money ; and another from Joe, that they have had 
their election at Trim, but not a word of who is 
chofcn portrieve. Poor Joe is full of complaint*^ ; 
fays he has enemies, and fears he will never get his 
two hundred pounds, and I fear fo too, although I 
have done what I could. — 111 anfwer your letter 
when I think fit, when faucy Prefto thinks fit, fir- 
rahs. I an't at leifure yet ; when I have nothing to 
do, perhaps I may vouchfafe. — O Lord, the two 
Wexford Ladies ; I'll go dream of you both. 

7* It was the difmalleft rainy day I ever faw ; I 
went to the Secretary in the morning, and he was 
gone to Windfor. Then it began raining, and I 
ilruck in to Mrs. Vanhomrigh's, and dined, and 
ilaid till night very dull and infipid. I hate this 
town in Summer; I'll leave it for a while if I can 
have time. 

8. I have a fellow of your town, one Tifdall, 
lodges in the fame houfe with me. Patrick told 
roe. Squire Tifdall and his Lady lodged here ; I pre- 
tended I never heard of him, but I knew his ugly face, 
and faw him at church in the ne^t pew to me, and 
he often looked for a bow, but it would not do. I 
think he lives in Capel-ftreet, and has an ugly fine 
wife in a fine coach. Dr. Friend and I dined in the 
city by invitation, and I drank punch, very good, 
but it makes me hot. People here are troubled 
with agues by this continuance of wet cold weather; 
but I am glad to find the feafon fo temperate. I was 

Vol. XV. H this 
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this evening tp fee Will. Congrcve, who is a very 
agreeable companion. 

9* I was to-day in the city, and dined with Mr. 
Stratford, who tells me Sir Alexander Cairnes makes j 
difficulties about paying my bill, fo that I cannot ] 
give order yet to Parvifol to deliver up the bond to 
Dr. Raymond. To-morrow I fliall have a pofitive 
anfwer : that Cairnes is a (hufHing fcoundrcl ; and 
feveral Merchants have told me fo : what can o* 
expeft from a Scot and a fanatick ? I was at Batc^ 
man's the bookfeller's, to fee a fine old library he 
has bought ; and my fingers itched, as yours would 
do at a china {hop ; but I refifted, and found every 
thing too dear, and I have fooled away too much 
money that way already. So go and drink your 
waters, fancy rogue, and make your felf well ; and 
pray walk while you are there : I have a notion there 
is never a good walk in Ireland *. Do you find 
all places without trees ? pray obferve the inhabi- 
tants about Wexford ; they are old Englifli ; fee 
what they have particular in their manners, names, 
and language : magpies have been always there, and 
no where elfe in Ireland -f-, till of late years. They 
fay the cocks and dogs go to fleep at noon, and fo 
do the people. Write your travels, and bring hon^e 
good eyes, and health. 

lo. I dined to-day with Lord Treafurer: we 
did not fit down till four. I difpatched three bu- 

* In Ireland there are not public paths from place to place, as vk 
England. 

t They are now common every where. 

fmefifes 
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finedes with him, and forgot a fourth. I think I 
have got a friend an employment; and befides I 
made him confent to let me bring Congreve to dine 
with him. You mud underAand I have a mind to 
do a imall thing, only turn out all the Queen's 
Pbyficians ; for in my confcience they will foon kill 
her among them. And I mud talk over that matter 
with fome people. My Lord Treafurer told me, 
the Queen and he between them have loft the paper 
about the firft-fruitss but defires I will let the Bi-» 
fliops know it (hall be done with the fird oppor-* 
tunity. 

11. I dined to-day with neighbour Van, and 
walkt pretty well in the Park this evening. Stella, 
huiiy, don't you remember, firrah, you ufed to re- 
proach me about meddling in other folks affairs. I 
have enough of it now : two people came to me to« 
night in the Park to engage to fpeak to Lord Trea- 
furer in their behalf; and I believe they make up 
fifty who have afked me the fame favour. I am 
hardened, and refolve to trouble him, or any other 
Minifter, lefs than ever. And I obferve thofe who 
have ten times more credit than I, will not fpeak a 
word for any body. I met yefterday the poor lad I 
told you of, who lived with Mr. Tenifon, who has 
been ill of an ague ever fince I faw him. He lookt 
wretchedly, and was exceeding thankful for half a 
crown I gave him. He had a crown from me 
before. 

12. I dined to-day with young Manley in the 
city, who is to get me out a box of books and a 
hamper of wine from Hamburgh. I enquired of 

H 2 Mr.' 
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Mr. Stratford, who tells mc that Cairnes has not 
yet paid my two hundred pounds, but (hams and 
delays from day to day. Young Manley's wife is a 
very indifferent perfon of a young woman,, goggle* 
eyed, and looks like a fool : yet he is a handfome 
fellow, and married her for love after long court- 
ship, and (he refufed him until he got his laft em- 
ployment. — I believe I (hall not be fo good a boy 
for writing as I was, during your (lay at Wexford, 
unlefs I may fend my letters every (econd time to 
Curry's ; pray let me know. This, I think, (hall 
go there, or why not to Wexford itfelf ? that's rig^t, 
and fo it (hall this next Tuefday, although it cofts 
you ten pence. What care I ? 

13. This toad of a Secretary is come from 
Windfor, and I can't find him ; and he goes back 
on Sunday, and I can't fee hhn to-morrow. I dined 
fcurvily to-day with Mr. Lewis and a Parfon; and 
then went to fee Lord Trcafurer, and met him 
coming from his lioufe in his coach : he fmiled, and 
I (hruggcd, and we fmoakt each other ; and fo my 
vifit is paid. ^ I now confine myfelf to fee him only 
twice a week : he has invited me to Windfor, and 
betwixt two (tools, &c. Til go live at Wind(br, if 
poffible, that's pozz. I have always the luck to 
pafs my Summer in London. I called this evening 
to fee poor Sir Matthew Dudley, a Commifiioner 
of the Cuftoms ; I know he is to be out for certain : 
he is in hopes of continuing : I would not tell him 
bad news, but advifed him to prepare for the worft. 
Dilly was with me this morning, to invite mc to 
dine at Kenfington on Sunday with Lord Mount- 
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joy, whd goes foon for Ireland. Your late chief 
jufticc Brodcrick is here, and they fay violent as a 
togcr. How is party among you at Wexford ? are 
the majority of Ladies for the late or prefent Mi- 
niftry ? write mc Wexford news, and love. Prefto, 
becaufe he*s a good boy. 

14. Although it was fliaving-day I walkt to 
Chelfea, and was there by nine this morning ; and 
the Dean of Carlifle and I croft the water to Batter- 
iea, and went in his chariot to Greenwich, where 
we dined at Dr. Gaftrel's, and pafled the afternoon 
at Lewfham, at the Dean of Canterbury's ; and there 
I few Moll Stanhope, who is grown monftroufly 
tall, but not fb handfome as formerly. It is tho 
firft little rambling journey I have had this Summer 
about London, and they are the agreeableft paftimes 
one can have, in a friend's coach, and to good com-^ 
pany. Bank flock is fallen three or four per cent^ 
by the whifpers about the town of the Queen's 
being ill, who is however very well. 

15. How many books have you carried with 
f you to Wexford ? what, not one fingle book ? oh, 
\ but your time will be fb taken up; and you can 

borrow of the Parfon. I dined to-^day with Sir 
Andrew Fountain and Dilly at Kenfington with 
Lord Mountjoy; and in the afternoon Stratford 
came there, and told me my two hundred pounds 
was paid at laft ; fo that buiinefs is over, and I am 
at ea& about it : and I wi(h all your money was in 
the Bank too. Fll have my t'other hundred pounds 
there, that is in HawkQiaw's hands. Have you 
M Uie intcreft of it paid yet ? I ordered Parvifol 

H 3 ta 
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to do it. What makes Prefto write fo crooked ? HI 
anfwer your letter to-morrow, and fend it on Tucf- 
day. Here's hot weather come again, ycftcrday and 
to-day ; fine drinking waters now. Wc had a fad' 
pert dull Parfon at Kenfington to-day, I almoft 
repent my coming to town : I want the walks I had, 

1 6. I dined in the city to-day with a hedge 
acquaintance, and the day pafTed without any coa- 
fequence. Til anfwer your letter to-morrow. 

17. Morning. I have put your letter before mc, 
and am going to anfwer it. Hold your tongue; 
ftand by. Your weather and ours were not alike; 
we had not a bit of hot weather in June, yet you 
complain of it on the 19th day. What, you ufcd 
to love hot weather then ? I could never endure it: 

I deteft and abominate it. I would not live in a i 
hot country to be King of it. What a fplutter you j 
keep about my bonds with Raymond, and all to • 
affront Prefto ? Prefto will be fufpicious of every 
thing but MD, in fpite of your little nofe. Soft 
and fair. Madam Stella, how you gallop away iu 
your fplcen and your rage about repenting my jour* 
jiey and preferment here, and fix-pence a dozen, and 
nafty England, and Laracor all my life. Hey dazy, 
will you never have done ? I had no offers of any 
living. Lord Keeper told me fome months ago, he 
would give me one when I pleafed ; but I told him, 
I would not take any from him : and the Secretary 
told me t'other day, he had refufed a very good one 
for me; but it was in a place he did not like; and 
I know nothing of getting any thing here, and, if 
ihey would give me leave, I would come over juft 

now. 
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Addifon, I hear, has changed his mind 
It going over; but I have not feen him thefe 

months. — O aye, that's true, Dingleyi that's 
berfelf ; millions of buiineiics to do before (he 
. Yes, my head has been pretty well, but 
itening within thefe two or three days, which I 
lite to fome fruit I ate ; but I will eat no more : 
I bit of any fort. I fuppofe you had a journey 
out duft, and that was happy. I long for a 
rfbrd letter ; but muft not think of it yet : your 
was finifhed but three weeks ago. It is d — d 

s you tell me of Mrs. F ; it makes me love 

land lefs a great deal. I know nothing of the 
k being left or taken -, fo 'tis odd enough, if the 
gs in it were mine ; and 1 think I was told that 
5 were fome things for me, that my mother left 
cularly to me. I am really forry for ; 

fcoundrel will have his eftate after his 

ler's death. Let me know if Mrs. Walls has 
ler tea : I hope Richardfon Aaid in Dublin till 
me. Mrs, Walls needed not have that blemifh 
;r eye ; for I am not in love with her at all. 

I don't like any thing in the Examiner after 
j.5th, except the firft part of the 46th ; all the 
is trafli ; and if you like them, efpecially the 
I, your judgment is fpoiled by ill company and 
t of reading ; which I am more forry for than 
think: and I have fpent fourteen years in ink- 
ing you to little purpofe. (Mr. Tooke is come 
, and I muft ftop.) — At night. I dined with 
i Treafurer to-day, and he kept me till pine ; 
cannot fend this to-night, as I intended, npr 
H 4 wiritc 
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write fomc other letters. Green, his furgeon, was 
there, and drefTed his bread; that is, put on a 
plaider, which is ftill requifite : and I took an op- 
portunity to fpeak to him of the Queen ; but he cut 
me fhort with this faying, LaifTez faire a Don An- 
ioine; which is a French proverb, expreffing. Leave 
that to me. I find he is againft her taking much 
phyfick; and I doubt he cannot perfuade her to 
take Dr. RadclifFe. However, (he is very well 
now, and all the ftory of her illnefs, except the 
firft day or two, was a lie. We had fome bufinefs, 
that company hindered us from doing, though he is 
earneft'for it, yet would not appoint me a certain 
day, but bids me come at all times till we can have 
leifure. This takes up a great deal of my time, and 
I can do nothing I would do for them. I was with 
the Secretary this morning, and we both think to 
go next week to Windfor for fome days, to difpatch 
an affair, if we can have leifure. Sterne met me 
juft now in the flreet by his lodgings, and I went in 
for an hour to Jemmy Leigh, who loves London 
dearly: he afked after you with great refpe<ft and 
friendfhip. — To return to your letter. Your Bifhop 
Mills hates me mortally : I wonder he fhould fpeak 
well of me, having abufed me in all places where 
he went. So you pay your way. Cudfho: you 
had a fine fupper, I warrant ; two pullets, and a 
bottle of wine, and fomc currants. — It is juft three 
weeks to-day fince you fet out to Wexford; you 
were three days going, and I don't expedt a letter 
thcfc ten days yet, or rather this fortnight. I got 
a grant of the Gazette for Ben Tooke this morning 

from 
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from Mr. Secretary : it will be worth to him a hun- 
dred pounds a year. 

1 8. To-day I took leave of Mrs. Barton, who is 
going into the country; and I dined with Sir John 
Stanley, where I have not been this great while. 
There dined with us Lord Rochefter and his fine 
daughter. Lady Jane, juft growing a top toaft, I 
have been endeavouring to fave^ir Matthew Dud* 
ley, but fear I cannot. I wallet the Mall fix times 
to-night for exercife, and would have done more ; 
but as empty as the town is, a fool got hold of me, 
and ib I came home, to tell you this (hall go to- 
morrow, without fail, and follow you to Wexford, 
like a dog. 

1 9. Dean Atterbury fent to me to dine with him 
at Chelfea c I refufed his coach, and walkt, and am 
come back by (even, becaufe I would finifh this let- 
ter, and fome others I am writing. Patrick tells 
me, the maid fays one Mr. Walls, a clergyman, a 
tall man, was here to vifit me. Is it your Iriffi 
Archdeacon ? I fhall be forry for it ; but I fhall 
make a Ifhift to fee him feldom enough, as I do 
Dilly. What tan he do here ? or is it fomebody 
elfe ? The Duke of Newcaftle is dead by the fall 
he had from his horfe. God fend poor Stella her 
health, and keep MD happy. Farewcl, and love 
Prefto, who loves MD above all things ten million 
of times. God blefs the dear Wexford girls. Fare- 
wcl again, &c. &c, 

LET. 
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LETTER XXVIL 

Dr, SwiPT to Mrs. Johnson. 

London, July 19, 1711. 

I HAVE juft fent my 26th, and have nothing to 
fay, bccaufe I htfve other letters to write ; (plhaw, 
I begin too high) but I muft lay the beginning like 
a neft-cgg : to-morrow TU fay more, and fetch up 
this line to be ilraight. This is enough at prefent 
for two dear faucy naughty girls. 
^ 2B. Have I told you that Walls has been with 
me, and leaves the town in three days. He has brought 
no gown with him. Dilly carried him to a play. He 
has come upon a foolifh errand, and goes back as he 
comes. I was this day with Lord Peterborow, who 
is going another ramble : I believe I told you £0. I 
dined with Lord Treafurer, but cannot get him to 
do his own buiinefs with me^ he has put me off 
till to-morrow. 

21, 22. I dined yefterday with Lord Treafurer, 
who would needs take me along with him to Wind- 
for, although I refufed him fcveral times, having no 
linen, &c. I had juil time to defire Lord Forbes 
to call at my lodging, and order my man to fend 
my things to-day to Windfor, by his fervant. I lay 
lad night at the Secretary's lodgings at Windfor, and 
borrowed one of his (hirts to go to court in. The 
Queen is very well. I dined with Mr. Mafliam j and 
not hearing any thing of my things, I got Lord Win* 
chelfea to bring me to town. Here I found that Pa« 

trick 
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trick bad broke open the clofet to get my linen 
and night-gown> and fcnt them to Windfor, and 
there they are ; and he not thinking I would return 
fo foon, is gone upon bis rambles : fo here I am 
left dcftitute, and forced to borrow a night-gown 
of my landlady^ and have not a rag to put on to- 
monx>w : faith, it gives me the fpleen. 

23. Morning. It is a terrible rainy day, and 
rained prodigioufly on Saturday night. Patrick lay 
out laft night, and is not yet returned : faith, poor 
Prefto is a defecate creature; neither fervant, nor 
linen, nor any thing.-— Night. Lord Forbes's man 
has brought back my portmantua, and Patrick is 
come; fo I am inChriflian circumflances : Khali 
hardly commit fuch a frolick again. I juft crept 
out to Mrs. Van's, and dined, and (laid there the 
afternoon: it has rained all this day. Windfor is 
a delicious place : I never faw it before, except 
ibr an hour about feventeen years ago. Walls has 
been here in my abfence, I fuppofe to take his 
leave ; for he defigned not to ftay above five days in 
London. He fays, he and his wife will come here 
for fome months next year ; and, in (hort, he dares 
not ftay now for fear of her. 

24. I dined to-day with a hedge friend in the 
city ; and Walls overtook me in the ftreet, and told 
me he was juft getting on horfeback for Cheftcr. 
He has as much curiofity as a cow ; he lodged with 
his horfe in Alderfgate-ftreet : he has bought his 
wife a (ilk gown, and himfelf a hat. • And what 
rare you doing .? what is poor MD doing now ? how 
do yott pafs your time at Wexford ? how do the 

waters 
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waters agree with you ? let Prefto know foon ; for 
Preflo longs to know^ and mud know. Is not ma* 
dam Proby curious company ? I am afraid this rainy 
weather will fpoil your waters. We have had a 
great deal of wet thefe three days. Tell me all the 
particulars of Wexford ; the place, the company, 
the diverfions, the victuals, the wants, the vexations. 
Poor Dingley never faw fuch a place in her life; 
fent all over the town for a little parOey to a boiled 
chicken, and it was not to be had : the batter is 
ftark naught, except an old EiigliOi woman's ; and 
it is fuch a favour to get a pound from her now 
and then. I am glad you carried down your (heets 
with you, elfe you mud have lain in fackcloth. O 
Lord! 

25. I was this forenoon with Mr, Secretary at 
his office, and helped to hinder a man of his par* 
don, who is condemned for a rape. The under Se* 
cretary was willing to fave him, upon an old notion 
that a woman cannot be ravifhed : but I told the 
Secretary, he could not pardon him without a fa- 
vourable report from the judge ; bt fides he was a 
fiddler, and confequently a rogue> and deferved 
hanging for fomething elfe ; and fo he (hall (wing. 
What : I muft ftand up for the honour of the fair 
fex ? *Tis true, the fellow had l?.in with her a hun* 
dred times before ; but what care I for that ? what! 
muft a woman be ravifhed becaufe (he is a whore ? 
—-The Secretary and I go on Saturday to Windfor 
for a week. | dined with Lord Treafurer, and (laid 
with him till pad ten. I was to-day at his levee, 
where I went againft my cuilom> becaufe I had a 

mind 
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mind to do a good office for a gentleman : fo I talk- 
^ with him before my Lord, that he might fee me, 
and then found occafion to recommend him this af- 
ternoon. I was forced to'cxcufe my coming to the 
Icvce, that I did it to fee the fight ; for he was go- 
ing to chide me away : I had never been there be- 
fore but once, and that was long before he was 
Trcafurer. The rooms were all full, and as many 
whigs as tories. He whifpered me a jeft or two, 
and bid me come to dinner. I left him but juft 
now, and 'tis late. 

26. Mr. Addifon and I have at laft met again. 
I dined with him and Steele to-day at young Jacob 
Tonfon*s. The two Jacobs think it is I who have 
made the Secretary take from them the printing of . 
the Gazette, which they are going to lofe, and Ben. 
Tooke and another are to have it. Jacob came to 
mc t'other day, to make his court; but I told him, 
it was too late, and that it was not my doing. I 
reckon they will lofe it in a week or two. Mr. Ad- 
difon and I talked as ufual, and as if we had feen one 
another yefterday -, and Steele and I were very eafy, 
though I writ him a biting letter, in anfwer to one 
of his, where he defired me to recommend a friend 
of his to Lord Treafurer. Go, get you gone to 
jour waters, firrah. Do they give you a flomach ? 
1^0 you eat heartily ? — We have had much rain to- 
day and yefterday. 

27. I dined to-day in the city, and faw poor Pat- 
ty Rolt, and gave her a piftole to help her a 
little forward againft £he goes to board in the coun- 

try. 
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try. She has but eighteen pounds a year to live 
on^ and is forced to feek out for cheap places. 
Sometimes they raife their price^ and fometimes 
they ftarve her, and then (he is forced to (hift. Pa- 
trick, the puppy, put too much ink in my ftandifli, 
and carrying too many things together, I fpilled it 
on my paper and floor. The town is dull, and 
wet and empty : Wexford is worth two of it ; I 
hope fo at lead, and that poor little MD finds it fo. 
I reckon upon going to Windfor to-morrow with 
Mr. Secretary, unlefs he changes his mind, or fome 
other bufinefs prevents him. I fhall ftay there a 
week, I hope. 

a8. Morning. Mr. Secretary fent me word, he 
will call at my lodgings by two this afternoon, to 
take me to Windfor, fo I muft dine no where; 
and I promifed Lord Treafurer to dine with him 
to-day; but I fuppofe we (hall dine at Windfor at 
five, for we make but three hours there. I am go- 
ing abroad, but have left Patrick to put up my 
things, and to be fure to be at home half an houi 

before two. Windfor, at night. We did not 

leave London till three, and dined here betweec 
fix and feven ; at nine I left the company, and went 
to fee Lord Treafurer, who is juft come, I chic 
him for coming fo late ; he chid me for not dinin| 
with him ; faid, he ftaid an hour for me. Then ] 
went and fat an hour /ith Mr. Lewis till juft now. 
and 'tis paft eleven. I lie in the fame houfe witi: 
the Secretary, one of the Prebendary's houfes. The 
Secretary is not come from his apartment in the 
Caftle. Do you think that abominable dog Patrick 

waj 
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was out after two to-day, and I in a fright every 
moment for fear the chariot fhould come? and 
when he came in he had not put up one rag of my 
things : I never was in a greater paflion, and would 
certainly have cropt one of his ears, if I had not 
lookt every moment for the Secretary, who &nt 
his equipage to my lodging before, and can^ in a 
chair from Whitehall to me, and happened to Aay 
half an hour later than he intended.. One of LoikI 
Trcafurer s fervants gave me a letter from *♦**♦, 
with an offer of fifty pounds to be paid me in what 
manner I pleafed; becaufe, he faid, he defired to 
be well with me. I was in a rage ; but my friend 
Lewis cooled me, and faid, it is what the beflmen 
fometimes meet with ; and I have been not feldom 
ferved in the like manner, although not fo grofsly* 
In thcfe cafes I never demur a moment; nor ever 
found the leaft inclination to take any thing. Well, 
I'll go try to fleep in my new bed, and to dream of 
poor Wexford MD, and Stella that drinks water, 
and Dingley that drinks ale. 

29. I was at court and church to-day^ as I was 
diis day fe'nnight : I generally am acquainted with 
about thirty in the drawing-room, and am fo proud 
1 make all the Lords come up to me ; one pafles 
half an hour pleafant enough. We had a dunce to 
preach before the Queen to-day, which often hap- 
pens. Windfor is a delicious fituation, but the 
town is fcoundref. I have this morning got the 
Gazette for Ben. Tooke and one Barber a printer; 
it will be about three hundred pounds a year be- 
tween them. T'other fellow was printer -of the 

5 Examiner, 
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Examiner, which is now laid down. I dine 
the Secretary, we were a dozen in all, three 
Lords, and Lord Pcterborow. Duke Hj 
would needs be witty, and hold up my tra 
walked up (lairs. It is an ill circumflance, 
Sundays much company always meet at th< 
tables. Lord Treafurer told at court, wha 
to Mr. Secretary on this occafion. The S( 
(hewed me his bill of fare to encourage me 
with him. Poh, faid I, fhew me a bill o 
pany, for I value not your dinner. See he 
is all blotted *, I can write no more here, 
tell you I love MD dearly, and God blefs tl 
30. In my confcience I fear I (hall have tl 
I fometimes feel pains about my feet and 
never drank till within thefe two years, and '. 
to cure my head. I often (it evenings with i 
thefe people, and drink in my turn ; but I a 
fefolved to drink ten times lefs than befor 
they advife me to let what I drink be all wii 
:not to put water to it ^f*. Tooke and the 
tflaid to-day to fini(h their affair, and treat 
and two of the under Secretaries, upon their 

^ This re&rs to the ink mentioned above which blotted hi 
t Thit advice appears to be reafonable, either becaufe 1 
wine is mixed with water, the particles of it, being dilute( 
ate themfelves with greater facility into more vefTels of the b 
. into channels, that pore wine could not readily eet admitta 
«&d therefore its effe£U are more difficult to be (haken ofF 
caiife that wine being of a hot nature, as it digefts every i 
ib it digefts itfelf ; but, when mixed with water, it has a cc 
fe&. VUL Ariftot. Problem. Sea. 3. Prob. 3. Confult : 
14* >'• 
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the Gazette. Then I went to fee Lord Trcafurer, 
and chid him for not taking notice of me at Wind* 
for : he faid^ he kept a place for me yeflerday at 
dinner, and expe<fted me there ; but I was glad I 
did not come, becaufe the Duke of Buckingham was 
there, and that would have made us acquainted ; 
which I have no mind to. However, we appoint- 
ed to fup at Mr. Mafliam's, and there flayed till 
paft one o'clock ; and that is late, firrahs : and I 
have much bufinefs. 

31. I have fent a noble haunch of venifbn this 
afternoon to Mrs. Vanhomrigh : I wifli you had it, 
firrahs : I dined gravely with my landlord the Se- 
cretary. The Queen was abroad to-day in order to 
hoot, but finding it difpofed to rain, (he kept in 
her coach : fhe hunts in a chaife with one horfe^ 
which fhe drives herfelf, and drives furiouOy, like 
Jehu, and is a mighty hunter, likeNimrod. Ding- 
lejr has heard of Nimrod, but not Stella, for it is 
in the bible. I was to-day at Eton^ which is but 
joft crofs the bridge, to fee my Lord Kerry's fon, 
who is at fchool there. Mr. Secretary has given 
I me a warrant for a buck ; I can't fend it to MD. 
It is a fad thing faith, confidering how Prello loves 
MD, and how MD would love Prcfto's venifon for 
Prcfto's fake. God blcfs the two dear Wexford 

girls. 

Aug. I. We had for dinner- the fellow of that 
haunch of venifon I fent to London ; 'twas mighty 
ftt and good, and eight people at dinner ; that was 
had. The Queen and I were going to take the air 
this afternoon, but not together; and were both 

Vol- XV. I hindrcd 
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hindrcd by a fudden rain. Her coaches and chaiies 
all went back^ and the guards too : and 1 fcoured 
into the market-place for ihelter. I intended to 
have walked up the fineft avenue I ever faw, two 
miles long, with two rows of elms on each fide. I 
walked in the evening a little upon the terrace, and 
came home at eight : Mr. Secretary came foon af-- 
ter, and we were engaging in deep difcourfc, and I 
was endeavouring to fettle fome points of the great* 
eft confequence ; and had wormed myfelf pretty 
well into him^ when his under-fecretary came in 
(who lodges in the fame boufe with us) and inter* 
rupted all my fchcme. I have juft \6it him ; 'ti» 
late, &c. 

2. I have been now five days at Windfor, and 
Patrick has been drunk three times that I have feen, 
jind oftener I believe. He has lately had cloaths 
that have coft me five pounds, and the dog thinks 
he has the whip hand of me ; he begins to maftcr 
me ; fo now I am refblved to part with him, and 
will ufc him without the leaft pity. The Secretary 
and I have been walking three or four hours to-day. 
The Duchefs of Shrewfbury afked him, was not 
that Dr. Dr. and (he could not fay my name ia 
Englifh, but faid Dr. Prefto, which is Italian for 
Swift. Whimfical enough, as Billy Swift fays. I 
go to-morrow with the Secretary to his houfe at 
Buckleberry, twenty-five miles from hence, and re- 
turn early on Sunday morning. I will leave diis 
letter behind me lockt up, and give you an account 
of my journey when I return. I had a letter yrf-» 
terday from"the Bifhop of Clogher, who is comci^ 

'5 ttP 
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up to Dublin to his parliament. Have you any 
Mrrcfpondence with him at Wexford ? Mcthinks 
[ now long for a letter from you, dated Wexford, 
July 24, &c. O Lord, that would be fo pretend- 
ing ; and then fays you, Stella can't write much, 
becauie it is bad to write when one drinks the wa- 
ters I and I think, fays you, I find myfelf better 
already, but I cannot tell yet, whether it be the 
journey or the waters. Prefto is fo filly to-night ; 
yes he be; but Prefto loves MD dearly, as hope 
fiived. 

3. Morning. I am to go this day at noon, as I 
told you, to Buckleberry ; we dine at twelve, and 
exped to be there in four hours ; I cannot bid you 
good night now, becaufe I Qiall be twenty-five miles 
from this paper to-night, and fo my journal mud 
have a break ; fo good morrow, &c. 

4, 5, I dined yefterday at Buckleberry, where we 
lay two nights, and fet out this morning at eight, 
and were here at twelve, in four hours we went 
twenty-fix miles. Mr. Secretary was a perfed coun- 
try gentleman at Buckleberry ; he fmoakt tobacco 
with one or two neighbours ; he enquired after the 
wheat in fuch a field ; he went to vifit his hounds ; 
and knew all their names ; he and his lady faw me 
to my chamber juft in the tountry fa(hion. His 
houie is in the midft of near three thoufand pounds 
a year he had by his lady, who is defcended from 
Jack Newbury, of whom books and ballads are 
written ; and there is an old picture of him in the 
hoiife* She is a great favourite of mine. I lo^ 
charch to«*day | but I drcfled, and fhaved, and went 

I 2 to 
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to court, and would not dine with the Secre 
but engaged myfelf to a private dinner with 
Lewis^ and one friend more^ We go to Loi 
to-morrow ; for Lord Dartmouth, the other & 
tajy, is come, and tliey are here their weeks by ti 

6. Lord Treafurer comes every Saturdaj 
Windlbr, and goes away on Monday or Tue 
I was with him this morning at his levee, foi 
cannot fee him otherwife here, he is fo hurr 
we had feme talk, and I told him I would ftay 
week at Windfor by myfelf, where I can have i 
leifure to do feme budnefs that concerns tl 
Lord Treafurer and the Secretary thought to t 
tify me, for t^hey told me, they had been talki 
great deal of me to-day to the Queen, and flic 
ihe had never heard of me ; I told them. That 
their fault, and not hers, &c. and fo we laug 
I dined with the Secretary, and let him go to I 
don at five without me ; and. here am I all alot 
the Prebendary's houfe, which Mr. Secretary 
taken ; only Mr. Lewis is in my neighbourh 
and we (hall be good company. The Vice-ch 
berlain, and Mr. Mafliam, and the Green-d 
have promifed me dinners. I fliall want but 
till Mr, Secretary returns. We have a mi 
meeting in our town to-night. I went to th< 
hearfal of it, and there was Margarita, and 
lifter, and another drab, and a parcel of fiddler 
was weary, ^^ would not go to the meet 
which I am forry for, becaufe I heard it w 
^reat aflembly. Mr. Lewis came from it» am 
with me till juft now ; and 'tis late. 
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7. I can do no bufinefs, I fear, becaufe Mr. 
Lewis, who has nothing or little to do here, flicks 
dofc to me. I dined to-day with the gentlemen 
ofhcrs, among fcurvy company ; but the Queen was 
hunting the flag till four this afternoon, and (he 
drove in her chaife above forty miles, and it was 
five before we went to dinner. Here arc fine 
walks about this town. I fometimes walk up the 
avenue. 

8. There was a drawing-room to-day at court j 
but fo few company, that the Qiieen fent for us into 
her bed-chamber, where we made our bows, and 
flood about twenty of us round the room, while (he 
looked at us round with her fan in her mouth, and 
once a minute faid about three words to fome tha( 
were neareft her, and then fhe was told dinner was 
ftady, and went out. I dined at the Green-cloth, 
hy Mr. Scarborow's invitation, who is in waiting. 
It is much the bed table in ]£ng]and> and coAs the 
Queen a thoufand pounds a month while fhe is at 
Wiadfor or Hampton-court ; and is the only mark 
of magnificence or hofpitality I can fee in the 
Queen's family : It is defigned to entertain foreign 
Miniflers, and people of quality, who cpme to fee the 
Queen, and have no place to dine at^ 

9. Mr. Coke, the Vice-diaipberlain, made mc 
a long viiit this morning, and invited me to dinner, 
but the toad, his lady, was unfortunately engaged 
to Lady Sunderland. Lord Treafurer ftole here Lft 
night, but did not lie in his lodgings in the Caflle; 
and after feeing the Queen, went back a^aip. J 
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juft drank a diih of chocolate with him. I fancy I 
ihall have reafon to be angry with him very ibon ; 
but what care I ? J believe I (hall die with mini-> 
flries in my debt.<»— This night I received a certain 
letter from a place called Wexford, from two dear 
naughty girls of my acquaintance j but faith I won't 
^nfwer it here, no in troth. I will fend this to Mr, 
{leading, fuppofing it will find you returned i and 
J hope better for the waters. 

lo, Mr. Vice-Chamberlain lent me his horfes to 
ride about and fee the country this morning. Dr, 
Arbuthnott, the Queen's phyfician and favourite, 
went out with me to (hew me the places : we went 
a little after the Queen, and overtook Mifs Foreftcr, 
a maid of honour, on her palfry taking the air* 
we made her go along with us. We faw a place 
they have made for a famous horfe-race to-morroW| 
where the Queen will come. We met the Queeo 
coming back, and Mifs Forefter flood, like uig ; 
with her hat off while the Queen went by. The 
Dr. and I left the lady where we found her, but 
under other conductors, and we dined at a little 
place he has taken, about a mile off.— When I 
came back, I found Mr. Scarborow bad ientall 
about to invite me to the Green-cloth^ and Jeflened 
his company on purpofe to make me eafy. It is 
very obliging, and will coft me thanks. Much 
company is come to town this evening, to fee tch 
morrow's rjtce. I was tired with riding a trotdog 
inettlefome horfe a do2en miles, having not been on 
horfe-back this twelve-month. And Mifs Foreftcr 
did not make it eafier; ihe is a (illy true maid of 

bonow, 
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konour, and I did not like her, although (he be a 
toaft» and was drefled like a man. 

1 1. I will fend this letter to-day. I exped the 
Secreuiy by noon. I will not go to the race, un- 
iefs I can get room in fome coach. It is now morn^ 
ing. I muft rife, and fold up and feal my letter. 
Farewel, and God preferve deareft MD. 

I believe I fhall leave this town on Monday. 

LETTER XXVIIf. 

Windfor^ Aug. 11, 171 1. 

I SENT away my twenty-feventh this morning 
in an exprefs to London, and dircdted to Mr. 
Reading : this fhall go to your lodgings; where I 
reckon you will be returned before it reaches you* 
I intended to go to the race to-day, but was hin- 
dered by a vifit, I believe I told you fo in my laft. 
I dined to-day at the Green-cloth, where every body 
had been at the race but myfelf, and we were 
twenty in all ; and very noify company : but I 
made the Vice-chamberlain and two friends more 
fit^At a fide-table, to be a little quiet. At fix I 
went to fee the Secretary, who is returned; but 
Lord Keeper fent to defire I would fup with him, 
where I ftayed till ju(l now; Lord Treafurer and 
Secretary were to come to us, but both failed. Tis 
kte, &e. 

12. I was this morning to vifit Lord Keeper, 
who made me reproaches that I had never vifited 
him at Windfor. He had a prefent fent him of 
4^cious peaches, and he was champing and champ- 

. ' I ^ ing. 
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ing^ but I durft not eat one ; I wifhed Dingley 
had fome of them« for poor Stella can no more 
cat fruit than Prefto. Dilly Aflie is come to Wind- 
for; and after church I carried him up to the 
drawing-room, and talked to the Keeper and Trca- 
furer, on purpofe to (hew them to him, and he faw 
the Queen and feveral great Lords, and the Duchefs 
of Montague ; he was mighty happy, and refolves to 
fill a letter to the Bifliop *. My friend Lewis and I 
dined foberly with Dr. Adams, the only neighbour 
Prebendary. One of the Prebendaries here is lately 
a Peer, by the death of his father. He is now 
Lord Willoughby of Brook, and will fit in the Houfe 
of Lords with his gown. I fupped to-night at 
Mafham 6 with Lord Treafurer, Mr. Secretary, and 
Prior. The Treafurer made us flay till twelve be- 
fore he came from the Queen « and 'tis now paft two. 
13. I reckoned upon going to London to-day ; 
but by an accident the cabinet council did not fit 
laft night, and fat to-day, fo we go to-morrow at 
fix in the morning. I mifs'd the race to-day by 
coming out too late, when every body's coach was 
gone, and ride I would not ; I felt my lad riding 
three days after. We had a dinner to-day at the 
Secretary's lodgings without him : Mr. Hare, his 
under-fecrctary, Mr. Lewis, Brigadier Sutton and I 
dined together, and I made the Vice-chamberlain 
take a fnap with us, rather than fi:ay till five for bis 
lady» who was gone to the race. The reafon why 
the cabinet council was not held laft night, was be- 
caufe Mr. Secretary St. John would not fit with 

• Of Cloghcr. 
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your Duke of Somerfct. So to-day the Duke was 
forced to go to the race while the cabinet was held. 
We have mufick-meetings in our town» and I was 
at the rehearfkl t'other day, but I did not value it, 
1 nor would go to the meeting. Did I tell you 
this before ? 

London, 14. We came to town this day in two 
hours and forty minutes : twenty miles are nothing 
here. I found a letter from the Archbifhop of Dub- 
lin, fent me the Lord knows how. He fays fome 
of the BiQiops will hardly believe that Lord Trea- 
furcr got the Queen to remit the firft fruits before 
the Duke of Ormond was declared Lord Lieute* 
nant; and that the Bifhops have written a letter to 
Lord Trcafurer, to thank him. He has fent mc 
the addrefs of the convocation, afcribing, in good 
part, that affair to the duke, who had lefs (hare in 
it than MD ; for if it had not been for MD, I 
Ihould not have been fo good a folicitor. I dined 
to-day in the city, about a little bit of mifchief with 
a printer. — I found Mrs. Vanhomrigh all in com- 
bufUon, fquabbling with her rogue of a landlord ; 
(he has left her houfe, and gone out of our neigb- 
bonrhood a good way. Her eldeftxlaughter is come 
of age, and going to Ireland to look after her for- 
taoc> and get it in her own hands. 

15. I dined to-day with Mrs. Van, who goes to- 
night to her new lodgings. I went at fix to iee 
Lord Treafurer,. but his company was gone, con« 
traiy to cuftom, and he was bu(y,. and I was forced 
Id ftay fotnc time before I could fee* him. We virere 
together hardly ao hour, ao4,he went awffjrt ^beiog 
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in hade. He defired me to dine with him on Fri* 
day, becaufe there would be a friend of his that f 
muft fee : my Lord Harley told me when he was 
gone, that it was Mrs. Mafham his father meant, 
who is come to town to lie-in, and whom I never 
faw, though her hufband is one of our fociety. 
God fend her a good time ; her death would be a 
tenible thing.— Do you know, that I have ventured 
all my credit with thefe great minifters, to clear 
fome underftandings betwixt them ; and if there be 
no breach, I ought to have the merit of it ? 'Tis a 
plaguy tickliih piece of work, and a man hazards 
lofing both fides. Tis a pity the world does not 
know my virtue.— -I thought the clergy in convoca- 
tion in Ireland would have given me thanks for 
being their folicitor, but I hear of rio fuch thing. 
Pray talk occafionally on that fubjedt, and let me 
know what you hear. Do you know the grcatnefi 
of my fpirit, that I value their thanks not a ruih i 
but at my return (hall freely let all people know, 
that it was my Lord Treafurer's a^ion, wherein the 
Duke of Ormond had no more (hare than a at. 
And fo they may go wh^ftle, and I'll go fleep. 

1 6. I was this day in the city, and dined at Pon- 
tack's with Stratford, and two other merchants. 
Pontack told us, although his wine was (b good, be 
fold it cheaper than others, he took but (even ihil- 
lings a flafl&« Are not the(e pretty rates ? The 
books be fent for from Hamburgh^ are come, but 
not yet got out of the Cu(lom-hoafe« My libwj 
will be at leaft doable when I come back. I Ifaill 
fO to Wmdibr- ajgain on Saturdays, to meet our &h 
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titty , who arc to flip at Mr. Secretary's ; but I believe 
X ihall return on Monday, and then I will anfwer 
your letter, that lies fafe here underneath i-«-I Cet 
it; lie dill; Til anfwer you> when the ducks ha\re 
estten up the dirt, 

17^ I dined to-day at Lord Treafurer's with Mt$. 
Mafham, and fhe is extremely like one Mrs. Ma« 
lolly, that was once my landlady in Trim. She war 
ufed with mighty kindnefs and refpe^ like a fa« 
vourite« It fignifies nothing going to this Lord 
TreaTurcr about bufinefs, although it be his own« 
He was in hafle, and defires I will come again, and 
dine with him to-morrow. His famous lying por- 
ter is fallen fick, and they think he will die : I wi/h 
I had all my half-crowns again. I believe I have 
told you, he is an old Scotch fanatick, and the 
damn'dell liar in his ofHce alive. I have a mind to 
recommend Patrick to fucceed him : I have trained 
him up pretty well. I reckon for certain, you are 
now ill town. The weather now begins to alter to 
jain. 

Windfor, i8. I dined to.day with Lord Trca* 
l^rer, and he would make me go with him to Wind-> 
for, although I was engaged to the Secretary, to 
whom J made my excufes : we had in the coach 
beiides, his fon and fon-in-law, lord Dupplin^ who 
are two of our Society, and feven of us met by ap« 
pointment, and fupped this night with the fecreta*- 
ij«. * It was pail nine before we got here; but ^ 
^ mo(Mi-(hiny night. I ihall go back> I beUeve, 
PH Monday, Ti^ veiy lf)te, 

19- Thff 
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19. The Queen did not ftir out to-day, flic 1$ 
in a little fit of the gout. I dined at Mr. Mafliam's ; 
wc had none bat our fociety Members, fix in att, 
and I fupped with Lord Treafurer. The Queen 
has ordered twenty thoufand pounds to go on with 
iho building at Blenheim, which has been flarved 
till now, fincc the change of the Miniftry. I fup* 
pofc it is ta reward his laft aftion of getting into 
the French Knes. Lord Treafurer kept me till paft 
twelve. ' 

London, 20. It rained terribly every ftepof our 
Journey to-day ; I returned with the Secretary after 
a dinner of cold meat, and went to Mrs. Van's, 
where I fat the evening. I grow very idle, becauie 
I have a great deal of bufinefs. Tell me how yoa 
paflcd your time at Wexford ; and an't you glad at 
heart you have got fafcrhome to your lodgings at St. 
Mary's, pray? and fo your friends come to vifit 
you : and Mrs. Walls is much better of her cyci 
and the Dean is juft as he ufed to be : and what 
does Walls fay of London ? 'tis a reafoning cox- 
comb. And goody Stoyte, and Hannah what d ye 
call her; no, her name en't Hannah, Catharine I 
mean; they weje fo glad to fee the Ladies again* 
and Mrs. Manley wanted a companion at ombre. 

21. I writ to-day to the Archbifliop of Dub- 
K09 and inclofed a long politic paper by itfelf. Yoa 
know the Bifliops are all angry that (fmoak the 
wax candle idrop at the bottom of this paper) IJiave 
letf the world know the firft-fruits were got by Lord 
Treafurer before the Duke of Orn[K>nd was Cover* 
nor. I told Lord Treafurer all this, and he is very 

angry; 



JOURNAL to STELLA. 125 

gry; but I pacified him again by telling him they 
:rc fools, and knew nothing of what paiTed here. 
It thought all was well enough, if they compli* 
entcd the Duke of Ormond-' Lord Treafurer 
ye me t'other day a letter of thanks he received 
om the Bifhops of Ireland, figned by feventeen, 
d fays he will write them an anfwer. The Dean 

Carliile fat with me to-day till three, and I went 
dine with Lord Treafurer, who dined abroad, fi> 
d the Secretary, and I was left in the fuds. /Twas 
nod four, a:nd I got to Sir Matthew Dudley, who 
id half dined. Thornhill, who killed Sir Cholm- 
Y pering, , was murdered by two men on Turn- 
im-Green lad Monday night: as they ftabbed 
m, they bid him remember Sir Cholmley Dering. 
hey had quarrelled at Hampton-Court> and fol- 
wed and ftabbed him on horfeback. We have 
ily a Grub-ftreet paper of it, but I believe it is 
ue. I went mylelf through Turnfiam-Grecn the 
me night, which was ycftcrday. 

22. We have had terrible rains thefe two or 
iree days. I intended to dine at Lord Treafurer's, 
jt went to fee Lady Abercorn, who is come to 
iwn, and my Lord ; and I dined with them, and 
fitcd Lord Treafurer this evening. His porter is 
tending. I fat with my Lord about three hours, 
id am come home early to be bufy. Palling by 
/hites Chocolate-houfe, my brother Mafham 
died me, and told me his wife was brought to-bed 
* a boy, and both very well. (Our fociety, you 
mft know, are all brothers.) Dr. Garth told us^ 
lat Mr. Henley is dead of an apoplexy. His tyd* 

thcr 
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thcr-^in^law. Earl Pou]ct> is gone down to the 
Grange to take care of his funeral. The £arl (if 
Danby^ the Duke of Leed's eldeft grandfon^ a very 
hopeful young man of about twenty, is dead at 
Utrecht of the finall-pox.-~I long to know whe- 
ther you begin to have any gpod effedt by your 
waters.-~Methinks this letter goes on flowly; 'fwiH 
be a fortnight next Saturday fince it was begun, and 
one fide not filled. O fye for ihame> Prefto. Faith, 
I'm fo tofticated to and fiom Windfor, that I know 
not what to fay ; but faith. 111 go to Windfor again 
on Saturday, if they afk me, not elfe. So lolb 
your money again, now you are come home $ do, 
firrah» 

Take your magnifying gla(s. Madam Dingley. 

You (han't read this, firrah Stella ; don't read it 
for your life, for fear of your deared eyes. 

There's enough for this fide; thefe Miniftefs 
hinder me. 

Pretty, dear, little, naughty, fancy MD. 

Silly, impudent loggerhead Preflo. 

23 « Dilly and I dined to-day with Lord Aber- 
com, and had a fine fat haunch of venifon, that 
fmelt rarely on one fide: and after dinner Dilly 
won half a crown of me at backgammon - at his 
lodgings, to his great content. It is a fcurvy empty 
town this melancholy feafon of the year; but I 
think our weather begins to mend. The roads are 
as deep as in Winter. The grapes are fad things-; 
but the peaches are pretty good, and there are fome 
figs. I fometimes venture to eat one, but always 
repent it. Vou fay nothing of the box lent half a 

year 
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ago. I wi(h jroa would paj me for Mrs^ 
s's tea. Your mother is in the country* I 
^fe. Pray fend me the account of MD» Ma^ 
Dingky, as it ftands fince November^ that is to 
for this year, (excluding the twenty pounds 
Stella for Wexford) for I cannot look in your 
-s. I think I ordered that Hawkfhaw's intereft 
Id be paid to you. When you think proper, I 
let Parviibl know you have paid that twenty 
ids, or part of it: and fo go play with due 
1, and I will anfwer your letter to-morrow, 
i night, firrahs, and love Preflo, and be good 

|.. I dined to-ds^ with Lord Treafurer, who 

me for not dining with him ]refterday ; for it 

s I did not underftand his invitation : and their 

of the Miniflry* dined together, and expected 

Lord Radnor and I were walking the Mall 

evening ; and Mr. Secretary met us, and took 

n or two, and then ftole away, and we both 

^e it was to pick up fome wench ; and to-mor* 

he will be at the Cabinet with the Queen: fo 

the world. Prior has been out of town thefc 

months, nobody knows where, and is lately 

rned. People confidently affirm he has been in 

ice, and I half believe it. It is faid, he was 

by the Miniftry, and for fome overtures to- 

is a peace. The Secretary pretends he knows 

ling of iu I believe your Parliament will be 

Ived. I. have been talking about the quarrel 

recn your Lords and Commons with Lord 

ifurer^ and xlid, at the requeft of Ibme people^ 

defire 
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defire that the Queen's anfwer to the Commons ad-» 
drefs might exprefs a dillike of ibme principles, &c. 
but was anfwered dubioufly. — And fo now to your 
letter, fair Ladies. I know drinking is bad; I 
mean writing is bad in drinking the waters; and 
was angry to fee fo much in Stella's hand. But 
why Dingley drinks them I cannot imagine ; but 
truly fhe'Jl drink waters as well as Stella: why not? 
I hope you now find the benefit of them fince you 
are returned : pray let me know particularly. I am 
glad you are forced upon exercife, which, I believe, 
is as good as the waters for the heart of them. 'Ti| 
now paft the middle of Auguft ; fo by your reckon- 
ing you arc in Dublin. It would vex mc to the 
dogs that letters fhould mifcarry between Dublin 
and Wexford, after fcaping the fait feas. I will 
write no more that nafty town in hafte again, I 
warrant you. I have been four Sundays together at 
Windfor, of which a fortnight together ; but I be- 
lieve I (hall not go to-morrow ; for I will not, un- 
lefs the Secretary aflcs me. T know all your news 
about the Mayor : it makes no noife here at all, but 
the quarrel of your Parliament does ; it is fo veiy 
extraordinary, and the language of the Commons 
fo very pretty. The Examiner has been down this 
month, and was very filly the five or fix laft papers; 
but there is a pamphlet come out, in anfwer to a 
letter to the feven Lords who examined Gregg. The 
anfwer is by the real author of the Examiner, as I 
believe; for it is very well written. We had 
Trap's poem on the Duke of Ormond printed here, 
and the Printer fold jufi: eleven of them, Tis a 

doU 
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ull piece/ not; half £jig(Kxl as Stellas; and ihe is 
vpf i«ykft <P cop[;ipa!i:e.herfclf withfucha poetaftcn 
wn heartily iforry for. poor Mrs. Parncf s depth j 
e feeined :ta:.be an excellent good-^n^tfur^d yojung 
Wizn^m^l Mievie the poor lad is jiiu.cb 9fHi£ted : 
^ appeared to Uve pt rfodly . well tpgether . Dilly 
not tired alb all with Eogland, but inteitds to con^ 
iue'heire;a gbod while :1 he is mighty eafy to be at 
lance vfrom his two; fifters-in-law. , He finds 
ne fort of icrub acquaintance ; goes now and then 

difgaifc to a play ; fmoaks his piper'c^ds now 
d then s^ little tra{h> and what elfe the Lord knows, 
fee him. now and thei) j for hej^alls hei;e^ and thfc 
wn being tbin» \ am Icfs peft^red with company 
lan ufual , . J Jbave got rid of many of myfcdicitors, 
f doing nothing for them : I have not above eight 
: iiine left, and I'll be as kind to them^ Did I 
ill you of a Knight, who defired me to fpeak to 
x)rd Treafurcr to give him two thoufand pounds, or 
ive hundred pounds a year,, until he could get fome-^ 
hing better ? i honeftly delivered my meflage to the 
Trcafurer, adding, the knight was a puppy, whom 

would not give a groat to fave from the gallows, 
-olc Reading s father-in-law has been two or three 
imes at me to recommend his lights to the Miniflry ; 
ffuring me, that a word of mine would, Gfr. Did 
^ot that dog ufc to fpeak ill of me, and profefs to 
^ate me ? he knows not where I lodge, for I told 
Urn I lived in the country ; and I have ordered Pa- 
rick to deny me conftanily to him.— Did the Bi- 
hop of London die in Wexford ? poor Gentleman! 
lid he drink the waters ? were you at his burial ? was 

Vol, XV. K it 
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it a great funeral ? fo far from his friends ? ] 
was very old : we (hall all follow* And ytt 
a pity, if God pleafed. He was a good mai 
very learned: I believe he died but poor. £ 
leave any charity legacies i who held up his 
wad there a great fight of clergy ? do they A 
tomb for hitni are you fure it was the Bid 
London? becaufe diere is an elderly Gem 
here that we give the fame title to : or did you 
all this in your water, as others do ftrange thi 
their wine ? they fay, thefe waters trouble the 
and make people imagine what never came tc 
Do you make no more of killing a Biiho] 
thefe your whiggi{h tricks ? — Yes> yes^ I fk 
are in a fret. Oh faith, fays you, faucy Pref 
break your head ; what, can't one report wh 
hears, without being made a jeft and a lauj 
ilock? are thefe your Engliih tricks^ with a mu 
and Sacheverell will be the next Bifbop? he 
be glad of an addition of two hundred poi 
year to what he has ; and that is more thac 
will give him, for aught I fee. He hates th 
Minidry mortally, and they hate him, and p 
to defpife him too. They will not allow h 
have been the occaiion of the late change ; a 
fome of them will not : but my Lord Keeper < 
it to me t'other day. No, Mr. Addifon do< 
ga to Ireland this year : he pretended be woulc 
he is gone to Bath with Pafloral Philips, f 
^es.— So now I have run over your letter ; 
think this (hall go to-morrow, which will be 
fortnight from the laft» and bring things to t 
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Ibnn again after your rambles to Wexford, and 
mine to Windibr. Are there not many literal faults 
in my letters ? I never read them over, and I fancy 
there are. What do you do then ? do you guefs 
my meaning ; or are you acquainted with my man- 
ner of miftaking ? I lod my handkerchief in the 
Mall to-night with Lord Radnor: but I made him 
walk with me to find it, and find it I did not. Tif- 
dall (that lodges with me) and I have had no con- 
verfation, nor do we pull oflF our hats in the flreets. 
There is a coufin of his (I fuppofe) a young parfon, 
that lodges in the houie too ; a handfome genteel 
fellow. Dick Tighe and his wife lodged over- 
againft us ; and he has been feen, out of our upper 
windows, beating her two or three times : they are 
both gone to Ireland, but not together ; and he fo- 
lemnly vows never to live with her. Neighbours 
do not ftick to fay (he has a tongue : in (hort, I am 
told, (he is the mod urging provoking devil that 
eter was born ; and he a hot whiffling puppy, very 
apt to refent. Til keep this bottom till to-mor- 
low : I'm fleepy. 

.25. I was with the Secretary this morning, 
who was in a mighty hurry, and went to Wind for in 
a chariot with Lord Keeper ; fo I was not invited, 
and am forced to flay at home; but not at all againft 
toy will ; for I could have gone, and would not. 
I dined in the city with one of my Printers, for 
whom I got the Gazette, and am come home early; 
' and have nothing to fay to you more, but finifli this 
kttcr, and not fend it by the bell- man. Days grow 
fliort, and the weather grows bad, and the .town is 

K 2 rplenetick, 
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fplenetick^ and things are {q oddly contrived, th^ 
I cannot be abfent ; otherwife 1 would g6 for a hvn- 
days to Oxford, as I promiJfed.— They fay, 'tis cer-^ 
tain that Prior has been in France ; nobody doubts 
it: I had not time to afk the Secretary, he was i^ 
fuch hafte. Well, I will take, my leave of deareft 
MD for a while ; for I muft . begin my next letter 
to-night : conlider that, young women ; and pray 
be merry, and good girls, and love Prefto. There is 
now but one biifinefs the Miniflry wants mc for; 
and when that is done, I >vill take my leave of 
them. I never got a penny from, them, nor ejqiefi 
it. In my opinion, feme things (land very ticklSb; 
I dare fay nothing at this diilance. Farewel, dear 
firrahs, deareft lives : there is peace and ' quiet with 
MD, and nowhere elfe. They have not Icifarc 
here to think of imzM things, which may ruin themi 
and I have been forward enough. Farewel agaioi 
dearcll rogues j I am never happy, biit when I 
write or think of MD. I have enough of Courts 
and Miniftries J and wifli I were at Laracor: and if 
I could with honour come away this moihenti I 
would. Bcrnage came to fee me to-day ; he is juft 
landed from Portugal, and come to raifc recruits: 
he looks very well, and feems pleafed with his fh- 
tion and manner of life : he never faw London nor 
England before ; he is raviflied with Kent, whkh 
was his firft profpeft when he landed. Farcwd 
agdin, &c, &C' 
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LETTER XXIX. 

London, Aug. 2Sj 17 ai*. 

r H A V E got a pretty fmall giJt (hcet of paper 
^ to write to JMD. . I have this moment fent my 
3th by Patrick, who tells me he has put it in 
ic poft-office ; 'tis dircfted to youij lodgings : if it 
ants more particular direction, you mud fet me 
ght. It is now a folar month and two days lince 
le date of your laft, N. 18. and I reckon you are 
5w quiet at home, and thinking to begin your 
jth, which will be full of your quarrel between 
IC two houfes, all which I know already. Where 
tall I dine to-morrow ? can you tell ? Mrs. Van- 
^mrigh boards now, and cannot invite one ; and 
lere I u(ed to dine when I was at a lofs : and all 
ly friends are gone out of town, and your town is 
3W at the fuUcft with your Parliament and convo- 
ition. But let me alone, lirrahs; for Prefto is 
oing to be very bufy ; not Prefto, but t'other I. 

26. People have fo left the town, that I am at a 
ifs for a dinner. It is a long timefince I have been 
: London upon a Sunday ; and the Minifters arc 
I at Windfor. It. coft me eighteen pence in 
)ach-hire before I could find a place to dine in. X 
ent to Frankland's, and he. was abroad, and the 
rab his wife lookt out at window, and bowed to 
le without inviting me up : . fo I dined with Mr. 
oote, my Lord Montrath's brother ; my Lord is 
ith you in Ireland. This mornifig zt five my 
ord Jcrfey died of tj^t gout in his ifemacht or 

^'" K 3 apoplexy, 
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apoplexy, or both : he was abroad ycftcrday, and 
his death was fudden: he was Chamberlain to 
King William, and a great favourite, turned out by 
the Q^een as a Tory, and ftood now fair to be Privy- 
Seal ; and by his death will, I fuppofe, make that 
mattef eaficr, which has been a very ftubbom bufi- 
nefs at Court, as I have been informed. I never 
remembered fo many people of quality to have died 
in fo fhort a time. 

27. I went to-day into the city to thank Strat- 
ford for my books, and dine with him, and fettle 
my affairs of my money in the Bank, and receive a 
bill for Mrs. Wcfley for fome things to buy for her j 
and the d — a one of all thefe could I do. The 
Merchants were all out of town, and I was forced 
to go to a little hedge place for my dinner. May 
my enemies' live here in Summer! and yet I am fo 
unlucky that I cannot poflibly be out of the way at 
this junfture. People leave the town fo late in 
Summer, and return fo late in Winter, that they 
have almofl: inverted the feafons. It is Autumn 
this good while in St. James's Park 5 the limes have 
been lofmg their leaves, and thofe remaining on die 
trees are all parched : I hate this feafon, where every 
thing grows worfe and worfe. The only good thing 
of it is the fruit, and that I dare not eat. Had you 
any fruit at Wexford? a few cherries, and durft 
not eat them. I do not hear we have yet got a new 
Privy-Seal. The Whigs whifper, that our new 
Minidry differ among themfelves, and they begin 
to talk out Mr. Secretary : they have ibne rea^&ms 
for their'whiipers^ although I thought it was « 

greater 
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greater fccrct. I do not much like the pofture of 
things ; I always apprehended, that any falling out 
would ruin them, and fo I have Cold them feveral 
dmes. The Whigs are mighty full of hopes a', 
prefent; and whatever is the matter, all kind of 
ilocks fall. I have not yet talked with the Secretary 
about Prior's journey. I fhould be apt to think it 
may foretel a peace ; and that is all we have to pre*- 
fcrvc us. The Secretary is not ocwnc from Wind* 
for; but I expeA him to-morrow. Burn all poli«^ 
ticks! 

28. We begin to have fine weather, and I 
walked to-<lay to Chelfea, and dined with the Dean 
of Carlifle, who is laid up with the gout. It is 
now fixed that he is to be Dean of Cbrift-church in 
Oxford. I was advifmg him to ufe his interefl: to 
prevent any mifunderftanding between our Minif- 
lers ; but he is too wife to meddle, though he fears 
the thing and confequences as much as L He wUl 
get into his own warm quiet Dcanry, and leave them 
to tbemfelves ; and he is in the right.-^When I 
came home to-night I found a letter from Mr. Lewis, 
who is now at Windfor ; and in it, forfooth, ano- 
dier which lookt like Prefto's hand; and what 
flioold it be but a 19th from MD? O faith, I 
i^ped narrowly, for I fent my 28th but on Satur- 
day ; and what Hiould I have done if I had two let- 
ters to anfwer at once ? I did not expeift another 
fiom Wexford, that's certain. Well, I muft b^ 
contented ; but you are dear fancy girls, for all that. 
Id write fi> foon again, faith ; an*t you ? 

K 4 29. I 
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le Lord Privy-icaK You know^ his name is Ro- 
bn, and that he was many years Envoy in Swe- 
All the friends of the prefcnt miniftry are cx- 
le glad, and the clergy above the reft. The 
gs will fret to deaths to fee a civil employment 
n to a clergyman. It was a very handfome 
g in my Lord Treafurcr, and will bind the 
rch to him for ever. I dined with him to-day^ 
he had not written his letter; but told me, he 
lid not offer to fend it without (hewing it to me ; 
liought that would not be juft, fmce I was fo 
^ly concerned in the affair. We had much com- 
y; Lord Rivers, Marr, and Kinnoul, Mr* Se- 
ary, George Granville, and Mafliam ; the lafl: 
invited me to the chriftening of his fon to-mor* 
' fe'nnight, and on Saturday I go to Windlbr 
\i Mr. Secretary. 

I. Dilly and I walked to-day to Kenfington to 
ly Mountjoy, who invited us to dinner. He re- 
icd foon to go to the play, it b^ing the laft that 
I be afted for fome time : he dreffts himfelf' Hkc 
eau, and no doubt makes a fine figure. I went 
ifit fome people at Kenfington; Ophy Butlcr^s 
: there lies very ill of an ague, ^hich is a very 
imqn difeafe here, and little known in Ireland. 

am apt to think we (hall fopn have a peace, by 
little ^yords I hear thrown out by the miniftry. 
ive juft thought of ^ proje<ft to bite the town, 
ave told you, that it is now known that Mr^ 
>r has been lately in France, I will make a 
Iter of my own fit by me one day, and I will 
ate to him a forms^ relation of Prior's journey, 

witU 
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with feveral particulars, all pure inirf ntion ; and I 
doubt not but it will take. 

Sept. I.. Morning. I go to-day to Windfor with 
Mr. Secretary j and Lord Treafurcr has promifed to 
bring me back. The weather has been fine for 
fome time, and I believe we ihall have a great deal 
of duft. — AJt night. Windfor. The Secretary and I 
and Brigadbr Sutton dined to-day at Parfon's-Green, 
at my Lord Pctcrborow's houfe, who has left it and 
his gardens to the Secretary during his abfence. It 
is the fineft garden I have ever feen about this town, 
and abundance of hot walls for grapes, where they 
are in great plenty, and ripening faft. I durft not 
eat any fruit, but one fig ; but I brought a bafket 
full to my friend Lewis here at Windfor. Docs 
Stella never eat any ? what, no apricocks at Donny- 
brook ? nothing but claret and ombre ? I envy peo- 
ple maunching and maunching * peaches and grapes, 
and I not daring to eat a bit. My head is pretty 
well, only a fudden turn any time makes me giddy 
for a moment, and fometimes it feels very fluHt; 
but if it grows no worfe, I can bear it very well. 
I take all opportunities of walking ; and we have a 
delicious park here juft joining to the cadle, and an 
airenue in the great park very wide and two miles 
long, fet with a double row of elms on each fide. 
Were you ever at Windfor? I was once a great 
while ago ; but had quite forgotten it. 

* As the provincial word mannching echoes lather better to dds»* 
don of the jaws than the proper tern miiaching, it is thereibfc kis 
letatned. 

«. The 
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rhe Queen has the gout, and did not come 
pel, nor ftir out from her chamber, but re* 

the facrament there; as fhe alway does th^ 
inday in the month. Yet we had a great 

and among others, I faw your Ingoldfby^ 
«ing me talk very familiarly with the Keeper, 
irer, &c. came up and faluted me, and began 
impertinent difcourfe about the iiege of Bou- 
I told him, I could not anfwer his queftions, 
would bring him one that ihould i fo I went 
tched Sutton (who brought over the exprefs 

a month ago) and delivered him to the Ge- 

and bid him anfwer his queftions ; and fb I 
em together. Sutton after Ibme time came' 
n rage ; finds me with Lord Rivers and Ma- 

and there complains of the trick I had played 
and fwore he had been plagued to death with 
Ifby's talk. But he told me, Ingoldfby afkt 
;hat I meant by bringing him ; (b I fuppofe; 
oakt me a little. So we laughed^ &c. My 
Willoughby, who is one of the chaplains, and 
idary of Windfor, read prayers laft night to 
mily ; and the BiHiop of Briftol, who is Dean 
indibr, officiated laft night at the cathedral, 
^hey do to be popular, and it pleafes mightily, 
d with Mr. Mafham, becaufe he lets me have 
t company. For the court here have got by 
id a good thing I faid to the Secretary fi>me 

ago. He (hewed me his bill of fare to tempt 

dine with him ; poh, faid I, I value not your 
: fare, give me your bill of company. Lord 
iirer was fm|^tily pleaied, and told it every 

body. 
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body, as a notable thing. I reckon upon returning 
lo-morrow ; they lay the Bifliop will then have tl» 
privy- feal delivered him at a great counciL 

3. Windfor ililL The council was held folate 
to-day, that I do not go back to town till to-morrow. 
The Bifliop was fworn privy-councellor, and .bad 
the priv)Hfeal given hira : and now the patents are 
j)affiDdfor thole who were this long time to be made 
Lords or Earls. Lord Raby> who is Earl of Straf- 
fordi is on Thurfday to marry a namefake of Stella's; 
the, daughter of Sir H. Johnfon in the city; he has 
threefcore thoufand pounds with her, ready money; 
befide the reft at the father's death. 1 have got 
my friend Stratford to be one of the dire^ors of the 
South-Sea company, who were named to-day. My 
Lord Treafurer did it for me a month ago; and one 
of thofe whom I got to be printer of the Gazette, 
I am recommending to be printer to the fame conft- 
pany. He treated Mr. Lewis and me to-day ijt 
dinner. I fupped lad night and this with Lord 
Treafurer, Keeper, &c. and took occafion to men- 
tion the printer. I faid^ It was the fame printer, 
whom my Lord Treafurer has appointed to print for 
the South-fea company ; he denied, and I ioiifted 
on it ; and I got the laugh on my fide^ 

LQndon^ 4^ I came as far as Brentford in Lord 
Rivers's chariot, who had bufinefs with Lord Tre^ 
furer ; then I went into Lord Treafurer 's : we fiopt 
at Kenfmgton, where Lord Treafurer went to &e 
Mrs. M^fliao), who is now what they call in the 
(Ir^w. We got to town by thre«, and | lighted it 
Lord Treafurer's ; who cpmmahded n^e not to itit : 
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ut I was not well; and when hciwent up^,I beg- 
ed the young Lord to excufe me, and fo went into 
tic city by water, where 1 could be eafier,: and 
iined with the* printer, and dictated to him k^Si^ 
lart of Prior's jqiirney to France. I waikt frcni.tbe 
ity, for I take alioccahons of excrcifc. Qur jmtr 
icy was horrid dufty. .: . :.:i . 

5. When I went out to-day» I found it Ivtd miflAl 
nigbtily in the. nighty. 4nd.th^'ilrc^t8wcK as dirty 
s winter; it is voryfefrefliing after tea cfeyMfy^—- 
L went into the city, ^nd dined with: $)tratitE>iF4' thinks 
:d him for his .bool^s^ gave him joy of.liis boiflg 
lircf^or, of which he, had thefiiil oo{ice by ftjetccr 
rom me. I ate ddrgeon, an4:!it'i^e$fpn my^f^r 
nach. I almofl finifhed Prior Vjp^-ney at th^ print- 
:t\ and came home pretty late wi(h. Patrick, at; iny 
aecls. : . ^'■' '. ■; v ;;. .7.- • 

J. Morning. But what ihall .vire do about this 
letter of MD's, N. -19 ? not a* word anfvvqred yet, 
md fo much paper fpent? I cannotdpany thidgiiti 
it, (weet hearts, till nig^t. A J. night. Q I/^» 
Lord, the greateftdiljgrace that ever was haSihapr 
pencd to Prefto. What do you. think; but when 
[ was going odt this forenoon a letter C^tofi from MD, 
N. 20, dated at Dublin. O dear,. O dear; O fad, 
fad. — ^^Now I have two letters together to anfwer i 
here they are, lying together. But I will pnly;anr 
fwcr the firft ; for I came in late. I dined with my 
friend Lewis at his lodgings, and walkt at fix to 
Kenfington to Mr. Ma(ham's chriftening. It was 
very private; nobody there but my Lord Tr: rarer, 
[lis fon, and fon-in4aw, that is to fay, Lord-Har*- 

ley. 
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ley, and Lord Dupplin> and Lord Rivers and L 
The Dean of Rochcfter chriftened the child, bat 
foon went away. Lord Treafurer and Lord 
Rivers were godfethers, and Mrs. Hill, Mrs. Ma- 
fliam's fifter, godmother. The child roared like a 
bull, and I gave Mrs. Mafliam joy of it ; and (he 
charged me to take care of my nephew, becauie Mf. 
Ma(ham being a brother of our fociety, his fon you 
know is confequently a nephew. Mrs. Mafham 6t 
up dre/Ied in bed, but not as they do in Ireland 
^ith all finooth about her, as if (he was cut ofF in 
the middle ; for you might fee the counterpain (what 
d'ye call it ?) rife above her hips and body. There's 
another name of the counterpain, and you'll laugh 
now, firrahs. George Granville came in at fupper» 
and we (laid till eleven, and Lord Treafurer fct me 
down at my lodging in Sufiblk-flreet. Did I ever 
tell you that Lord Treafurer hears ill with the left 
ear, juft as I do ? he always turns the right ; and 
his fcrvants whifper him at that only, I dare not 
tell him, that I am fo too, for fear he (hould think 
I counterfeited, to make my court. 

6. You muft read this before the other; for I 
miftook, and forgot to write yefterday's journal, it 
was fo iniigni(icant : I dined with Dr. CockbarD» 
and fat the evening with Lord Treafurer, till ten 
o'clock. On Thurfdays he has always a large (cleA 
company, and experts me. So good night for hA 
night, &c. 

8. Morning* I go to Windfor with Lord Trea- 
furer to-day, and will leave this behind me to be 
fent to the poA. And now let us hear what £iys 

the 
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firft letter, N. 19. Yoiu are M\ at Wexford, 
ou fay, madam Dingley. I think no letter 
1 me ever yet . mifcarricd. And fo Inifli-Cor- 
*, and the river Slainy ; fine words thofe in a 
's mouth. Your hand like Dingley'«, yoa 
ibling„ fcattering, fluttekin ? Tes mighty like 
?4, is not itff Pifflih, don't talk of writing 
fading till your eyes are well, and limg vyell ; 
' I would have Din^y read fometimes to you^ 
you may not quite lofe the defire of it. God 
hanked that the ugly numbing is gone. Pray 
exerciie when you go to town. What game 
lat ombra * which I>r. Blwood and yoisi play 
is it the Spanifli game ombre? Your card purfel 
a card purfe ? you a fiddleftick. You have luck 
«d ; and luck in a bag. What a Devil is that 
\t (hilling tea-kettle? copper, or tin japanned? 
like your Irifti politenelis, raffling for tea-ket-* 
What a fplutter you keep to convince me 
Walls has no tafte? My head continues 
ty well. Why do you write, dear lirrah Stella, 
m you find your eyes fo weak that you canhot 
^ what comfort is there in reading what you 
K, when one knows that ? So Dingley can't 
;c becaufe of the clutter of new company come 
Vexford ? I fuppofe the noife of their hundred 
es difturbs you ; or, do you lie in one gallery. 

The name of a town in the county of Wexford. 

Thefe words in halicks are written in. ilrange raiiihapen letters, 

ling to the right hand, in imitation of Stella's writing. 

In Stella's fpclling. It is an odd thing that a woman of Stella's 

rilanding fhould fpell extreamly iU. 

5 as 
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as in an hofpital ? what ;. you are afraid of lofing in 
Dublin the acquaintance ydu have got in Wexford ; 
^nd' chiefly, the BiHiop of Rapho, an old, doating, 
perverfe coxcomb ? Twenty at a time at break- 
faft. That is like five pounds at a time, when 
it was never but once. I doubt, madam Ding- 
Icy, you are apt to lie in your travels, thougli not 
fof bad as Stella; ihe tells thumpers, as I fhall 
prove in my next> if I find this! receives encourage* 
inent.-r*5o Dj. Elwood %s. There are a world of 
pretty things in my works, , A pox on his praifcs! 
an enemy* here would . fay more. The Duke of 
Buckingham would fay as much, though he and I 
are terribly fallen out j and the great men arc per- 
petually inflaming me againll him : they bring mc 
all he lays ot me, and, I believe, make it worfc 
out of roguery . — No, 'tis not your pen is bewitched, 
madam Stella, but your old /crawling^ fp^-foot^ 
pot-hook^ *, J, / aye that's it : there the s, f, f, 
there, there, that's exadl, Farewel, Gfr. 

Our fine weather is gone, and I doubt wc fliall 
have a rainy journey to-day. Faith, 'tis fhaving 
day, and I have much to do. 

- When Stella fays her pen is bewitched, it was 
only becaufe there was a hair in it. You know the 
fellow they call God-lielp-it had the fame thoughts 
of his wife, and for the fame reafbn. I think this 
is very well obferved, and I unfolded the letter to 
tell you it. 

* Tbefe words in Itdicks are miferably fcrawled, in imittticii of 
Stella's hand, and the two fjfet that follow. 

Cut 
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Cat off thofc two notes above ; and fee the nine 
lounds indorfed, and receive the other; and fend 
ne wrord how my accounts ftand, that they may 
)c adjufted by Nov, i. Pray be very particular: 
mt the twenty pounds I lend you is not to be in- 
luded ; (o make no blunder. I won't wrong you ; 
lor you (han't wrong me; that's the fliort. O 
^ord, how ftout Prefto is of late ? But he loves MD 
norc than his life a thoufand times, for all his ftout- 
ic(s ; tell him that ; and that I'll fwear it, as hope 
aved, ten millions of times, &c. &c. 

I open my letter once more to ttll Stella, that if 
he does not ufe exercife after her waters, it will 
ofe all the cffedls of them : I fhould not live, if I 
lid not take all opportunities of walking. Pray, 
way, do this to oblige poor Prefto. 

LETTER XXX. 

,, Windfor, Sept 8, 171 1. 

r MADE the coachman ftop, and put in my 
L twenty-ninth at the poft-ofEce at two p clock 
to-day, as I was going to Lord Treafurer, with 
vhom I dined, and came here by a quarter part 
light; but the moon (hone, and fo we were not in 
nuch danger of overturning; which however he 
ralues not a ftraw, and only laughs when I chide at 
lim for it. There was nobody but he andH[, and 
nre fuppcd together, with Mr. Mafham, and Dr. 
\rbuthnot, the Queen's favourite Phyfician, aScotch- 
nan. I could not keep myfelf awake after fupper, 
>ut did all I was able to difguife it, and thought I 
»ine off clear ; but at parting he told me, I had got 
Vol. XV. L my 
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my nap already. It is now one o'clock ; but he 
loves fitting up late. 

9. The Queen is ftill in the gout, but recovering; 
(he faw company in her bed-chamber after church; 
but the crowd was fo great, 1 could not fee her. I 
dined with my brother. Sir William Wyndham> and 
fomc others of our fociety, to avoid the great tables 
on Sunday at Windfor, which I hate. The ufual 
company fupped to-night at Lord Treafurer's, which 
was Lord Keeper, Mr. Secretary, George Granvillc> 
Mafham, Arbuthnot and I. But (howers have bin- 
dred me from walking to-day, and that I don't love. 
— ^Noble fruit, and I dare not eat a bit. I ate one 
fig to-day, and fometlmes a few mulberries, becaufc 
it is faid they are vsrholefome, and you know, a good 
name does much. I /hall return to town to-morrow, 
though I thought to have ftaid a week, to be at 
leifure for fomething I am doing. But I have put 
it off till next ; for I (hall come here again on Sa- 
turday, when our fociety are to meet at fupper at ^. 
Mr. Secretary's. My life is very regular here : on 
Sunday morning I conftantly vifit Lord Keeper, and 
fup at Lord Treafurer's with the fams fet of company. 
I was not fleepy to-night; I refolved I would not; 
yet it is pad midnight at this prcfent writing. 

London, 10. Lord Treafurer and Mafborn mis 
I left Windfor at three this afternoon; wc dropt 
Mafham at Kenfington with his Lady, and got hotofi 
by fix. It was ftv^n before we fat down to dionetj , 
and I ftayed till pall eleven. Patrick canae homfi 
with the Secretary : I am more plagued with Patrick 
and mv portmaptua than with myfclf. I forgot to t 
^3 tcU 
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« tell you, that when I went to Windfor on Saturday, I 

^ overtook Lady Giffard and Mrs. Fcnton in a chariot 

\ going, I fuppofe, to Sheen. I was then in a chariot 

t too, of Lord Treafurer's brother, who had bufincft 

vrith the Treafurer ; and my Lord came after, 'and 

' overtook me atTurnham-Grecn,fourmilesfromLon- 

' don, and then the brother went back, and I went in 

the coach with Lord Treafurer : fo it happened that 

thofe people faw me, and not with Lord Treafurer. 

Mrs.- F. was to fee me about a week ago ; and dc- 

iircd I would get her fon into the Charter-houfe. 

II. This morning the Printer fent me an ac- 

^ count of Prior's journey ; it makes a two-penny pam- 

t phlet ; I fuppofe you will fee it, for I dare engage it 

r - will run ; 'tis a formal grave lie, from the beginning 

^ to the end. I writ all but about the laft page, that 

Y I diAatcd, and the Printer writ. Mr. Secretary 
^ lent to me to dine where he did ; it was at Prior's 5 

when I came in Prior fhewed me the pamphlet, 
icemed to be angry, and faid, here is our £ngli(h 
liberty : I read fome of it, and faid I liked it migh- 
t tily, and envied the rogue the thought; for had it 
^ Come into my head, I (hould have certainly done it 
f tnyfelf. We flayed at Prior's till part ten,^and then 
t^%hc Secretary received a pacquet with the nfcws of 
p ^ouabain being taken, for which the guns wiU go 

Y ^KrfF to-morrow. Prior owned his having been in 
t X^'rance, for it was part denying ; it feems he was dif* 
I covered by a rafcal at Dover, who had pofitive orders 
\ to let him pafs. I believe we (hall have a peace. 

^ 12. It is terrible rainy weather, and hais cofl me 
f ihree (hillings in coaches and chairs to-day, yet I 
f : L 2 was 
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was dirty into the bargain. I was three hours thiJ 
morning with the Secretary about feme bufmefs of 
moment, and then went into the city to dine. The 
Printer tells me he fold yeflerday a thoufand of Prior's 
Journey, and had printed five hundred more. It 
will do rarely, I believe, and is a pure bite. And 
what is MD doing all this while? got again to 
their cards, their Walls, their Deans, their Stoytcs, 
and their claret ? pray prefent my ferviee to Mr. 
Stoyte and Catherine. Tell goody Stoyte, fhe owes 
me a world of dinner?, and I will fliortly come 
over and demand them. — Did I tell you of the Arch- 
biihop of Dublin's laft letter ? he had been faying in 
feveral of his former, that he would (hortly write tQ. 
me fomething about myfelf, and it looked to me as 
if he intended fomething for me : at laft out it 
comes, and confifts of two parts. Fir ft, he advifcs 
me to ftrike in for fome preferment now I have 
friends ; and fecondly, he advifes me, fince I have- 
parts, and learning, and a happy pen, to think of 
fome new fubjeft in divinity not handled by others 
which I fhould manage better than any body. A 
rare fpark this, with a pox ! but I fhall anfwcr him 
as rarely. Methinks he fhould have invited me over, 
and given me fome hopes or promifes. But, hang 
him ) and fo good night, &c\ , 

13. It rained moft furioufly all this morning tiB 
about twelve, and fometimes thundered ; I trembled 
for my ftiillings, but it cleared up, and I madei 
fhift to get a walk in the Park, and then went with 
the Secretary to dine with Lord Treafurer. Upon 
Thurfdays there is always a feledt company ; we h«A 

the 
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he Duke of Shrewfbury, Lord Rivers, the two Se- 
rctarics, Mr. Uranville, and Mr. Prior. Half of • 
hem went to council at fix ; but Rivers, Granville, 
Vior and I ftayed till eight. Prior was often affeding 
3 be angry at the account of his journey to Paris ; 
nd indeed the two laft pages, which the Printer 
;ot fomebody to add, ace fo romantick, they fpoil 
11 the reft. Dilly Afhe pretended to me that he 
/as only going to Oxford and Cambridge for a fort- 
ight, and then would come back. I could not fee 
lim, as I appointed t'other day; but fome'of his 
riends tell me, he took leave of them as going to 
reland ; and fo they fay at his lodging. I believe 
he rogue was afhamed to tell nie fo, becaufe I ad- 
ifed him to ftay the Winter, and he faid he would. 
find he had got into a good fet of fcrub acquaint- 
nee, and I thought pafled his time very merrily; 
»ut I fuppofe he languiflied after Balderig, and the 
laret of Dublin : and, after all, I think he is in the 
ight ; for he can eat, drink and converfe better there 
ban here. Bernage was with me this morning : he 
rails now and then ; he is in terrible fear of a peace. 
ie iaid, he never had his health fo well as in Por- 
ugal. He is a favourite of his Colonel. 

14. I was mortified enough to-day, not knowing 
vhere in the world to dine, the town is fo empty ; 
', met H. Coote, and thought he would invite me, 
mt he did not : Sir John Stanley did not come into 
ny head ; fo I took up with Mrs. Van, and dined . 
vith her and her damned landlady, who, I believe, 
ly her eye-brows, is a bawd. This evening J met 
iddifon and Paftoral Phillips in the Park, and fupped 

L 3 mik 
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with them at Addifon's lodgings; \ye were very 
good company ; and yet know no man half fo agree* 
able to me as he is, I fat with them tjll twelve, 
fo you majr think 'tis late, young women j however, 
I would have fome little converfation withlVfD be- 
fore your Prefto goes to bed, becaufe it makes me 
flecp and dream, and fo forth. Faith this letter 
goes on flowly enough, firrahs, but I can't write 
much at a time till you are quite fettled after your 
journey you know, and have gone all your vifits, and 
loft your money at ombre. You never play at 
chefs now, Stella. That puts me in mind of Dick 
Tighc ; I fancy I told you, he ufed to beat his wife 
here ; and (he deferved it ; and he refolves to pa* 
with her; and they went to Ireland in dMfbrent 
coaches. O Lord, ffaid all thjs before, I'm focc^ 
Go to bed, firrahs. 

Windfor, 15. J made the Secretary ftop af 
Brentford, becaufe we fet out at t\yo this afternooD« 
and fafting would not agree with me. I only de- 
figned to eat a bit of bread and butter, but he wou|4 
light, and we ate rpaft beef like dragons. And 
he made me treat him and two more Gentlemen j 
faith it coft me a guinea ; I don't like fuch jeftiog, 
yet I was mightily pleafed with it too. To-night 
our ibqiety met at the Secretary's, there were nine 
of us 5 and we have chofen a new member, the 
Earl of Jerfey, whofe father died lately. Tis paft 
one, and I have ftolen away. 

16. I defign to ftay here this week by myfdf, 
about fome buiinefs that lies on my hands,. and* will 
take up a great deal of time. Dr. Adams, one^ of 

tb? 
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the Canons^ invited me to-day to dinner. The ta- 
bles arc fo full here on Sunday, that it is hard to 
dine with a few, and Dr. Adams knows I love to 
do fo ; which is very obliging. The Queen faw 
company in her bed-chamber; (he looks very well, 
but flic fat down. I fupped with Lord Treafurer 
as ufual, and ftayed till paft one as ufual, and with 
our ufual conipany, except Lord Keeper, who did 
not come this time to Windfor. I hate thcfe fup- 
^rs mortally ; but I feldom eat any thing, 

J 7. Lord Treafurer and Mr. Secretary flay here 
till to-morrow ; fome bufinefs keeps them, and I 
son forry for it, for they hinder me a day. Mr- 
CfCwis and I were going to dine foberly with a little 
court friend at one. But Lord Harley and Lord 
Dupplin kept me by force, and faid we fliould dine 
at Lord Treafurer's, who intended to go at four to 
London; I ftayed like a fool, and went with the twQ 
young Lords to Lord Treafurer; who very fairly 
turned us all three out of doors. They both were 
invited to the Duke of Somerfet, but he was gone 
to a horfe-race, and would not come till five : Co 
we were forced to go to a tavern, and fend for wine 
from Lord Treafurer's, who at laft we were told 
did not go to town till the morrow, and at Lord 
Treafurer's we fupped again; and I dcfired him to 
let mc add four fliillings to the bill I gave him. Wc 
. 6t up till two, yet I muft write to little MD. 

18. They are all gone early this morning; and 
f am alone to feek my fortune; but Dr. Arbuthnot 
^g^gcs me for my dinners ; and he yefterday gave 
me my choice of place, perfon, and viviluals for 

L 4 to-d?y. 
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to-dayT - So I chofe to dine with Mrs. Hill, whoi$ 
one of the drcflers, and Mrs. Malham's fifter; no 
company but us three, and to have a fhouldcr of 
mutton, a fmall one, which was cxadly, only there 
was too much viifluals befides ; and the Dr.'s wife 
was of the company. And to-morrow Mrs. Hill 
and I are to dine with the Doftor. I have fecn 4 
fellow often about Court, whopi I thought I knew; 
I aflced who he was, and they told me it was the 
Gentleman Porter; then I called him to mind; he 
was Killy's acquaintance (I won't fay yotirs) I think 
his name is Lover, or Lovel, or fomething like it. 
I believe he does not know me, and in my prefect 
pofture I fhall Hot be fond of renewing old ac^ 
quaintance; I believe I ufed ta fee him with the 
Bradleys ; and by the way, I haye not feen Mrs. 
Bradley fince I came to England. I left your letter 
in. London, like a fool ; and cannot anfwer it till I 
go back, which vvill not be until Monday pext: fo 
this will be above a fortnight from my laft; but I 
will fetch it up in my next; fo go and walk to the 
Dean's for your health this fine weather. 

19. The Queen defigns to have cards and 
dancing here next week, which makes us think (he 
will flay here longer than we believed. Mrs. Ma- 
fham, is not well after her lying in : I doubt flic 
got fome cold : fhe is lame in one of her legs with a 
rheumatick pain. Dr. Arbuthnot and Mrs. Hill 
go to morrow to Kenfmgton to fee her, and return 
the fame night. Mrs. Hill and I dined with the 
Do(5lor to-day. I rode out this morning with the 
podtor to fee Cranburn, a houfe of Lord Ranc^ 

lagh's. 
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lagh's, and the Duchefs of Marlborough's lodge, 
and the Park ; the fineft places they are for nature, 
and plantations, that ever I faw; and the fineft 
riding upon artificial roads, made on purpofe for the 
Queen. Arbuthnot made me draw up a fliam fub- 
fcription for a book, called a Hiftory of the Maids 
of Honour fince Harry the Eighth, (hewing they 
make the beft wives, with a lift of all the maids of 
honour fince, &c. to pay a crown in hand, and 
t'other crown upon delivery of the book ; and all in 
the common forms of thofe things. We got a Gen- 
tleman to write it fair, becaufe my hand is known, 
and we fent it to the maids of honour, when they 
canie to fupper. If they bite at it, 'twill be a very 
good court jeft ; and the Queen will certainly have it ; 
\vc did not tell Mrs. Hill. 

20. To-day I was invited to the green cloth by 
Colonel Godfrey, who married the Duke of Marl- 
borough's fifter, mother to the Duke of Berwick by 
King James: I muft tell you thofe things that 
happened before you were born : but I made my 
cxcufes, and young Harcourt (Lord Keeper's fon) 
and I dined with my next neighbour Dr. Adams. 
Mrs. Malham is better, and will be here in three 
or four days. She had need ; for the Duchefs of 
Somerfet is thought to gain ground daily. — We 
have not yet fent you over all your bills; and I 
think we have altered your money-bill. The Duke 
pf Ormond is cenfured here by thofe in power for 
very wrong management in the affair of the mayor- 
alty. He is governed by fools; and has ufually 
piuch more fcnfc than his advifers, but never pro- 

ceec^ 
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ceeds by it. I muft know how your health conti- 
nues after Wexford. Walk and ufe excrcifc, firrahs 
both ; and get fomebody to play at (huttlccock with 
you. Madam Stella, and walk to the Dean's and 
Donnybrook. 

21. Colonel Godfrey fcnt to me again to-day; 
fo I dined at the Green-cloth, and we had but ele- 
ven at dinner, which is a fmall number there, the 
Court being always thin of .company till Saturday 
night. — This new ink and pen make a ftrange figure; 
I muji write larger y yes I mujiy or Stella nvorit be able 
to read this*. S. S. S, there's your S s for you, 
Stella. The maids of honour are bit, and have al^ 
contributed their crowns, and are teafing others to 
fubfcribe for the book. I will tell Lord Keeper' and 
Lord Treafurer to-morrow ; and I believe the Queeti 
will have it. After a little walk this evening, I 
fquandered away the reft of it in fitting at LeWi&'s 
lodging, while he and Dr. Arbuthnot played at 
picquet. I have that foolilli pleafure, which f be^ 
licve nobody has befide me, except- old Lady Berke- 
ley. But I fretted when I came away; I will 
loiter fo no more, for I have a plaguy deal of buli- 
nefs upon my hands, and very little time to do it. 
The pamphleteers begin to be very bufy againft the 
Miniltry : I have begged Mr. Secretary to make ex- 
amples of one or two of them ; and he affurcs mc 
he will. They are very bold ar>d abufive. 

22. This being the day the Miniftry comtfs to 
Windfor, I ate a bit or two at Mr. Lewis's lodgings, 

• Thcfe ti'ords in Italuh are written enormoufly large. . 

becaufe 
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bccaufc I muft fup with Lord Treafurcr; and at 
iialf an hour after one, I led Mr. Lewis a walk up 
the avenue, which is two miles long : we walkt in 
lU about five miles ; but I was fo tired with his 
low walking, that I left him here, and walkt two 
iiiles towards London, hoping to meet Lord Trea- 
surer, and return with him; but it grew darkifli, 
md I was forced to walk back, fo I walkt-nine miles 
n all ; and Lord Treafurer did not come till after 
tight ^ which is very wrong, for there was no moon> 
ind I often tell him how ill he does to expoie him*^ 
!clf fo i but he only makes a jeft of it. I fupped 
^th him, and Aaid till now, when it is half an 
lour after two. He is as merry, and carelefs, and 
iifengaged as a young heir at one and twenty. 'Tis 
late indeed. 

23. The Secretary did not come laft night, but 
It three this afternoon ; I have not feen him yet ; 
but I verily think they arc contriving a peace as faft 
as they can, without which it will be impoflible to 
fabfift. The Queen was at church to-day, but was 
carried in a chair. I and Mr. Lewis dined privately 
with Mr. Lovvman, Clerk of the Kitchen. I was 
to fee Lord Keeper this morning, and told him the 
jeft of the maids of honour, and Lord Treafurer 
had it laft night. That rogue Arbuthnot puts it all 
pporj me. The Court was very full to-day; I ex- 
pected Lord Treafurer would have invited me to 
(upper; but he only bowed to me, and we had no 
difbourfe in the drawing-room. 'Tis now fcven at 
night, and I am at home, and I hope Lord Trea- 
furer will not fend for me to fupper ; if be does not, 
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I will reproach him, and he will pretend to chide 
me for not coming. — So farewell till I go to bed, 
for I am going to be bufy. — 'Tis now paft ten, and 
I went down to aflc the fervants about Mr. Secre- 
tary ; they tell me the Queen is yet at council, and 
that (he went to fupper, and came out to the council 
afterwards. 'Tis certain they are managing a peace. 
I will go to bed, and there's an end. — 'Tis now 
eleven, and a meilenger is come from Lord Treafurcr 
to fup with them ; but I have excufed myfelf, and 
am glad I am in bed; for elfe I Ihould ftt up till 
two, and drink till I was hot. Now Til go fleep. 

London, 24. I came to town by fix with Lord 
Treafurer, and have flaid till ten. That of the 
Queen's going out to fup, and coming in again, is 
a lie, as the Secretary told me this morning : but I 
find the Miniftry are very bufy v/ith Mr. Prior, and 
I believe he will go again to France. I am told fo 
much, that we fhall certainly have a peace very 
foon. I had charming weather all lall week at 
Windfor; but wc have had a little rain to-day, and 
yefterday was windy. Piior's Journey fells ftill; 
they have fold two thoufand, although the town is 
empty. I found a letter from Mrs. Fenton here, 
defiring me in Lady's Giffard's name to come and 
pafs a week at Sheen, while flie is at Moor-park. 
I will anfwer it with a vengeance : and now you 
talk of anfwering, there is MD's N. 20 is yet to be 
anfwered : I had put it up fo fafe I could hardly find 
it; but here it is, faith, and I am afraid I cannot 
fend this till Thurfday ; for I muft fee the Secretary 
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>-morro\v morning, and be in feme other place in 
ic evening. 

25. Stella writes like an Emperor, and 'gives 
ich an account of her journey, never faw the like. 
rCt me fee; ftand away, let us compute; you ftaid 
)ur days at Inifti-Corthy ; two nights at Mrs. Pro- 
y's mother's; and yet was but fix days in journey; 
)r your words are, " We left Wexford this day 
mnight, and came here laft: night." I have heard 
lem fay, that travellers may lie by authority. Make 
ip this, if you can. How far is it from Wexford 
Dublin ? how many miles did you travel in a 
ay ? * Let me fee — thirty pounds in two months, 
5 nine fcore pounds a year ; a matter of nothing in 
icUa's purfe. I dreamed Billy Swift was alive, and 
bat I told him, you writ me word he was dead, and 
hat you had been at his funeral, and I admired at 
our impudence, and was in mighty hafte to run and 
et you know what lying rogues you were. Poor 
ad, he is dead of his mother's former folly and 
bndnefs, and yet now I believe as you fay, that her 
rrief will foon wear off. — O yes. Madam Dingley, 
nightily tired of the company, no doubt of it, at 
Wexford ? and your defcription of it is excellent ; 
:lean (heets, but bare walls; I fuppofe then you lay 
upon the walls. — Mrs. Walls has. got her tea ; but 
ivho pays me the money ? come, I fhall never get 

• The Dodlor was always a bad reckoner, either of money or any 
thing clie; and this is one of his rapid computations. For as Stella 
wzs feven days in journey, although Dr, Swift fays only fix, (he might 
well have fpent four days at Ini(h-Corthy, and two nights at Mr. 
Proby's mother's, the diftanc« from Wexford to Dublin being but 
two eafy days journey. 

it, 
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it; fo I make a prefent of it to ftop fome gaps, &c. 
Where's the thanks of the houfe? fo, that's wcll^ 
why/ it coft four and thirty /hillings Englifli — You 
rauft adjuft that with Mrs. Walls; I think, that is 
fo many pence mora with you: — No, LcigB and 
Sterne, I fuppofe, were not at the water-fide; I 
fear Sterne's hufinefs will not be done; I have not 
feen him this good while. I hate him for the ma- 
nagement of that box ; and I was the greatcft fool 
in nature for trufting to fuch.a young jackanapes ; 
I will -fpeak to him once more about it, when I fee 
him. Mr. Addifon and I met once more fince, and 
I fupped with him : I believe I told you fo fome- 
where in this letter. The Archbifliop chofe an ad-r 
mirable meffenger in Walls to fend to me ; yet I 
think him fitter for a meffenger than any thing.— 
The D — ihe * has ! I did not obfcrve her looks. 
Will (he rot out of modefty with Lady Giffard ? I 
pity poor Jenny — but her hufband is a dunce, and 
with rcfpeft to him fhe lofes little by her deafnefi. 
I believe. Madam Stella, in your accounts you mif- 
took one liquor for another, and it was a I;iundred 
and forty quarts of wine, and thirty-two of water.— 
This is all written in the morning before I go to the 
Secretary, as I am now doing. I have anfwered 
your letter a little fhorter than ordinary ; but I have 
ft mind it (hould go to-day, and I will give you my 
journal at night in my text; for I'm fo afraid of 
another letter before this goes : I will never have 
two together again unahfwered. — What care I for 
Dr. Tifdall and Dr. Raymond, or how many chil- 
* Somewhat or other which Stella's mother had confeated to. 

dren 
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dren they have ? I wiih they had a hundred apiece. 

Lord Treafurer promires me to anfwer the Bi(hops' 

letter to-morrow, and (hew it me ; and I believe it 

will confirm all I faid, and mortify thofe that threw 

the merit on the Duke of Ormond. For I have^ 

made him jealous of it j and t'other day talking of 

the matter, he faid,. I am your witnefs you got it 

for them before the Duke was Lord Lieutenant. 

My humble fervice to Mrs. Walls, Mrs. Stoyte, and 

Catherine, Farewel, Gfr. 

What do you do when you fee any literal miftakes 

in my letters ? how do you fct them right ? for I 

never read them over to corred: them. Farewel again. 
Pray fend this note to Mrs. Brent, to get the 

money when Pjrvifol comes to town, or flic can 

fend to him. 

LETTER XXXL 

London, Sept. 2 J, 171 1. 

ID I N E D in the city to-day, and at my return 
I put my 30th into the poft-office; and when 
I got home I found for me one of the noblcft letters 
I ever read ; it was from , three fides and a 

half in folio on a large flieet of paper ; the two firft 
pages made up of fatire upon London, and crowds and 
hurry, ftolen from fome of his own fchool-boy's 
exercifes : the fide and a half remaining is fpent in 
deiiring me to recommend Mrs. South, your Com- 
miffioner's widow, to my Lord Treafurer for a pen- 
fioo. He is the prettieft, difcrccteft fellow that ever 
xny eyes beheld, or that ever dipt pen into ink. I 

know 
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know not what to fay to him. A pox on him, I 
have too many fuch cuftomers on thi$ fide already. 
I think I will fend him word that I never faw my 
Lord Treafurer in my life : I am fure I induftrioufly 
avoided the name of any great perfon when I faw 
him, for fear of his reporting it in Ireland. And 
this recommendation muft be a fecret too, for fear 
,the Duke of Bolton fliould know it, and think it 
was too mean. I never read fo d — d a letter in my 
life: a little would make me fend it over to you.— 
I muft fend you a pattern, the firft place I caft my 
eyes on, I will not pick and choofe. [In this place 
(meaning the Exchange in London) which is the 
compendium of old Troynovant, as that is of the 
whole bufy world, I got fuch a furfeit, that I grew 
fick of mankind, and refolved, for ever after, to 

bury myfelf in the fhady retreat of .] You 

muft know that London has been called by fome 
Troynovant, or New Troy.— Will you have any 
more ? Yes, one little bit for Stella, becaufe fhell 
be fond of it. [This wondrous theatre (meaning 
London) was no more to me than a defert, and I 
fhould lefs complain of folitude in a Connaugbt 
fhip wreck, or even the great Bog of Allen.] A 
little fcrap for Mrs. Marget*, and then I have 
done. [Their royal Fanum, wherein the Idol Pc- 
cunia is daily worfhipped, feemed to me to be juft 
like a hive of bees working and labouring under 
huge weights of cares.] Fanum is a temple, but 
he means the Exchange; and Pecunia is money: fo 
now Mrs. Marget will underftand her part. One 

• Stclla*s maid. 

more 
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Move paragraph, and I — Well, come, don't be in 
fuch a rage, you fhall have no more. Pray, Stella, 
be fatisfied ; 'tis very pretty : and that I muft be ac- 
quainted with fuch a dbg as this! Our peace 

iocs on faft. Pridr was with thfe Secretary tWo 
hours this morning: I Tvas there a little after he 
Went away; and wa^ told it. I believe he will foon 
be dilpatched again to France j and I will put fotiie- 
body tti write an account of his fecond journey : i 
bope you have feen the other. This latter has takea 
up my time with ftormirig at it. 

26. Bernage has been with me thefe tv^o day^;' 
yeftcrday I fent for him to let him know, that Dr: 
Arbuthnot is putting in ftrongly to have his bro- 
ther made a Captain over Bernage's head. Arbiith- 
liot's brothef is but an Enfign ; but the Dodtor has 
great power with the Queen t yet he told me, hie 
would not do any thing hafd to a Gentleman who 
is my friend ; and I have engaged tTie Secretary and 
his Colonel for hirfi. To-day he told me very me- 
lancholy, that the other had written from Windfor 
(where he went to follcit) that he has got the com- 
pany; and Bernage is full of the fpleen.'' I made 
the Secretary write yefterda'y a letter to the Colonel 
in Bernage's behalf. I hope it will do yet ; ind I 
have written to Dr. Arbuthnot to Windfor, not to 
infift on doing fuch a hardfhip. I dined in the city 
at Pontack's with Stratford ; it coft me feven {hil- 
lings: he would have treated; but I did not let 
him. I have removed my money from the Bank to 
another fund. I defire Parvifol may fpeak to Hawk- 
Ihaw to pay in my money when her can ; for I will 
Vo£. XV. M put 
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put It in the funds ; and in the mean time borrow 
{o much of Mr. Secretary, who offers to lend it 
me. Go to the Dean's, firrahs, 

' 27. Bcrnage was with me again to-day, and is 
in great fear, and fo was I ; but this afternoon at 
Lord Treafurer's, where I dined, my brother George 
Granville, Secretary at War, after keeping mc a 
while in fttfpence, told me, that Dr. ArbuthAOl 
bad waved the bufinefs, becaufe he would not wrong 
a friend of mine ; that his brother is to be a Lieu^ 
tenant, and Bernage is made a Captain^ I called at 
his lodging, and the fi>ldier's Coflfee-houfc, to put 
him out of pain, but cannot find him ; fo I have 
left word, and (hall fee him to-morrow morning, I 
fuppofe^ Bernage is now eafy ; he has ten (hillings 
a day, belide lawfi:^! cheating. However, he gives a 
private fum to his Colonel ;. but it is very cheap t 
his Colonel loves him well, but is furprifed to fee 
him have fo many friends. So he is now quite off 
my hands. — I left the company early to-night at 
Lord Treafurer's ; but the Secretary followed me, to 
defire I would go with him to W— -. Mr, Lewis's 
man came in before I could finifli that word begin- 
ning with a W, which ought to be Windfor, and 
brought me a very handfome raillying letter from 
Dr. Arbuthnot, to tell me, he had, in compliance 
to me, given up his brother's pretenlions in favour 
of Bernage this very morning j that the Queen had 
fpoken to Mr, Granville to make the company eafy 
in the other's having the captainfliip. Whether 
they have done it to oblige me or no, I muft own 
it lb. He fays, he this very moriiing begged her 
1 Majefty 
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Vf ajcfty to give Mr. Bcrn^ge the company* I am 
aighty well phikd to have fucceeded (6 well ; but 
rou will think me tedious^ although you like the 
nan* as I think* 

Windfor, 28. I came here a day fooner than or-* 
iinaryi at Mr^ Secretary's defire, and fupped with 
lim and Prior, ind two private Miniftcrs from 
?rance^ and a French prieft. I know not the two 
Vliniilers names; but they are come about the 
)eace. The names the Secretary called them, I 
*uppofe, were feigned -, they were good rational men* 
We have already fettled all things with France, and 
very much to the honour and advantage of England 1 
and the Queen is in mighty good humour. All 
this news is a mighty fecret ; the people in general 
know that a peace is forwarding. The Earl of 
Straffofd is to go foon to Holland, and let them 
know what We have been doing : and then there 
will be the devil and all to pay ; but we'll make 
Attn fwallow it with a pox* The French Minif- 
tcrs flaid with us till one, and the Secretary and I. 
fat up talking till two; Co you will own 'tis late, 
firrahs, and time for your little fancy Prcfto to go 
to bed and fleep adazy ; and God blefs poor little 
MD : I hope they are now faft afleep and dreaming 
of Prefto. 

29. Lord Trcafurer came to-night, as ufual, at 
balf an hour after eight, as dark as pitch. I am. 
Weary of chiding him ; fo I commended him for 
c)bfcrving his friends advice, and coming fo early, 
Bfr. I was two hours with L^dy Oglethorp to- 
night, and then fupped with Lord Treafurer, after 

M 2 dining 
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dining at the Green-cloth : I ftaid till two ; this is 
the efFedl of Lord Treafurer's being here ; I muft 
flip with him, and he keeps curfed hours. Lord 
Keeper and the Secretary were abfent; they cannot 
fit up with hirri. This long fitting up makes the 
periods in rhy letters fo fliort. I deiign to ftay 
here all the n'ett week, to be at kifare by myfctf, 
to finifh fomething of weight I have upon my 
hands, and which muft foon be done. I /hall then 
think of returning to Ireland, if thcfe people will 
let me ; and 1 know nothing elfe they have for mc 
to do. I gave Dr. Arbuthnot my thanks for his 
kindnefs to Bernage, whofe commiflion is now figncd; 
Methinks I long to know fomething of Stella s health/ 
bow it continues after Wexford waters. 

30. The Queen was not at chapel to-diy, and 
all for the better, for we had a dunce to preach : /he 
has a little of the gout. I dined with my brother 
Mafliam and a moderate company, and would not 
go to Lord Treafurer's till after fupper at eleven, 
o'clock, and pretended I had miftaken the hour; (o 
I ate nothing : and a little after twelve the company 
broke up, the Keeper and Secretary refufing to ftay; 
fo I faved this night's debauch. Prior went away 
yefterday with his Frenchmen, and a thoufand re- 
ports are raifed in this town. Some faid, they knew 
ode to be the Abb^ de Polignac ; others fwore it was 
the Abbe du Bois. The Whigs are in a rage about 
the peace; but we'll wherret them, I warrant, boys. 
Go, go, go to the Dean's, and don't mind politicks, 
young women, they are not good after the waters ; 

they 
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they are ftark naught; they ftrike up ipto the head. 

Go, get two black aces, and f}(h fo'r a manilio. 
OQ. I. Sir John Walters, an honcft drunkeji 

fellpw, is now in waiting, and invited n>e to the 

Green-cloth to-day, that he might not be behipd 

band with Colonel Godfrey, who is a Whig. I was 

engaged to the Mayor's feaft with Mr. Maiham ; bvit 

waiting to take leave of Lord Treafurer, I came too 

late, and fo returned fneaking to the Green-cloth, 

and cjid not fee my Lord Treafurer neither ; but was 

refolved not to lofe two dinners for him. I took 

leaye tp-day of my friend and folicitor Lord Rivers, 

^ho is commanded by the Queen to fet out for 

Hanover on Thurfday. The Secretary does not go 

to town till to-morrow : he and I and two friends 

inore drank a fober bottle of wine here at home, 

and parted at twelve; he goes by feven to-morrow 

morning, fo I (hall not fpe him. I have power 

over his cellar in his abfcnce, and make little ufe of 

it. Lord Partqiouth and my f;iend Lewis ftay 

here this week ; but I can never work out a dinner 

from Partmouth. Mafliam has proniifed to pro-r 

vide for me : I fquir^d his Lady out of her chaife 

to-day, ^nd muft vifit her in a day or two. So you 

have had a long fit of the fineft weather in the 

world ; but I am every day in pain that it will go 

p£F. I have done no bulinefs to-day : I am very idle. 

Z. My friend Lewis and I, to avoid over-i^uch 

eating, and great tables, dined with honeft Jemmy 

Eckerfliall, Clerk of the Kitchen, now in waitings 

gnd I befpoke my dinner : but the cur had your ac^ 

guajptance Lovct, the Gentleman Porter, to be our 

M 3 company : 
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company : Lovet, towards the end of dinner, aftc 
twenty wrigglings, faid he had the honour to fe 
me formerly at Moor-park, and thought he remem 
bered my face; I faid, I thought I remembcrcc 
him, and was glad to fee him, &c. and I cfcapct 
for that much, for he was very pert. It has rainec 
all this day, and I doubt our good weather is gone 
I have been very idle this afternoon, playing a 
twelve-penny picquet with Lewis; I won fever 
Ihillings, which is the only money I won this year] 
I have not played above four times, and I thini 
always at Windfor : cards are very dear, there is 2 
duty on them of (ix-pence a pack, which fpoili 
fmall gamcfters. 

3. Mr. Mafliam fent this morning to defire 1 
would ride out with him, the weather growing 
^gain very fine : I was very bufy, and fent my ex- 
cufes ; but defired he would provide me a dinner : 1 
dined with him, his Lady, and her fifter, Mrs. 
Hill, who invites us to-morrow to dine with her, 
and we are to ride out in the mcrning. \ fat with 
Lady Oglethorp till eight this evening, then wai 
going home to write ; looked about for the woman 
that keeps the key of the houfe ; (he told me Patrick 
had it. I cooled my heels in the cloifters' till nine 
then went into the mufick-meeting, where I had 
been often defired to go ; but was weary in half ar 
hour of their fine ftujff*, and ftole out fo privatcl) 
that every body faw me ; and cooled my heels it 
the cloifters again till after ten : then came in Pa- 
trick. I went up, fhut the chamber-door, and 

• Swift, like fomc others^ rather hated than loved tntifick. 

gave 
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) him two or three fwinging cuffs on the car, 
I have ftrained the thumb of my left hand with 
ing him, which I did not feel until he was 
5. He was plaguily afraid and humbled. 
. It was the fineft day in the world, and we 
out before eleven, a noble caravan of us. The 
:hefs of Shrewsbury in her own chaife with one 
e, and Mifs Touchet with her; Mrs. Mafliam 
Mrs. Scarborow, one of the dreflers, in one of 
Queen's chaifes ; Mifs Forefter and Mifs Scar- 
ow, two maids of honour, and Mrs. Hill on 
feback. The Duke of Shrewfbury, Mr. Mafham, 
irge Fielding, Arbuthnot and I on horfeback 
Mrs. Hill's horfe was hired for Mifs Scar- 
3w, but file took, it in'civili^, her own horfe 
galled and could, hot be rid, but kicked and 
ced : the hired horfe was not worth eighteen 
ce. I borrowed coat, boots and horfe, and in 
t we had all the difiiculties, and more than we 
1 to have in making a party from Trim to^ 
igfield's. My coat was light camblet, faced 
1 red velvet, and lilver buttons. We rode in 
great Park and the forcft about a dozen miles, 
the Duchefs and I had much converfation ; we 
home by two, and Mr. Mafham, his Lady, Ar- 
mot and I dined with Mrs. Hill. Arbuthnot 
e us all melancholy, by fome fymptoms of 
►dy ur — e: he expedls a cruel fit of the flone in 
Ive hours j he fays he is never miftaken, and he 
*ars like a man that is to be racked to-morrow, 
nnot but hope it will not be fo bad ; he is a per* 

Mr, Longfieli lived at KiUibride, about four miles from Trim. 

M 4 fcftly 
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feftly honefl man, and one I have much obligatton 
to. It rained a little this afternoon, and grew fair 
again. Lady Oglethorp fent to fpeak to me, and 
it was to let me know that Lady Rochefter defircs 
flie and I may be better acquaintc4. 'Tis a little 
too late; for I am not now in love with Lady Ro- 
chefter : they fhame me out of her, becaufe (he is 
old. Arbuthnot fays, he hopes my ftraincd thumb 
is not thp gout ; for he has often found people fo 
miftaken. I do not remember the particular thing 
that gave it me, only I had it juft after beating Pa- 
trick, and now it is better ; fo 1 believe he is mif- 
taken. 

5. The Duchefs of Sbrewfbury fent to invite mc 
to dinner ; but I was abroad laft night when her 
fervant came, and this morning I fent my excufes, 
becaufe I was engaged, which I was fqrry for. Mrs. 
Forefter taxed me yefterday about the Hiftory of the 
Maids of Honour ; but I told her fairly it was no 
jeft of ipine ; for I found they did not relifli it alto- 
gether well : and I have enough already of a quarrel 
with that brute Sir John Walters, who has been 
railing at me in all companies ever fmcc I dined 
with him; that I abufed the Queen's meat and 
cjrink^ and faid, nothing at the table was good, and 

all ad d He; for, after dinner, commending 

the wine, I faid, I thought it was fomething fmall. 
you would wonder how all my friends lau^h at this 
quarrel. It will be fuch a jefi for the Keeper, 

Treafurer, and Secretary. 1 dined with honefl 

Colonel Godfrey, took a good walk of an hour on 

the 
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tjic Terrace, and then came up to ftudy : but it 
grows bloody cold, and I have no waiftcoat here. 

6. I never dined with the Chaplains till to-day; 
Iwt my friend Qaftrel and the Dean of Rochcfter 
had often invited me, an4 I happened to be difenr 
gaged : it is the worft provided table at Court. We 
ate on pewter : every Chaplain, when he is made a 
Dean, gives a piece of plate, and fo they have got 
a little, fomc of it very old. Qne who was made 
Dean of Peterborow (a fmall deanry) faid, he would 
give no plate; he was only Dean of Pewterborow^ 
The news of Mr. HilJ's mifcarriage in his expedi- 
tion came to-day, and I went to vifit Mrs. Mafliam 
?nd Mrs. Hill, his two fifters, to condole with them, 
I advifed thenj by all means to go to the mufick- 
mceting to-night, to fhew they were not caft down, 
^c. and they thought my advice was right, an^ 
went. I doubt Mr. Hill and his Admiral made 
wrong fleps ; however, we lay it all to a ftorm, &c. 
I fat with the Secretary at fupper > then we both 
vent to Lord Treafurer's fupper, and fat till twelve. 
The Secretary is much mortified about Hill ; be- 
caufe this expedition was of his contriving, and he 
founted much upon it -, but Lord Treafurer was 
juft ap merry as ufqal, and pld laughing at Sir John 
Walters and me falling out. I faid, nothing grieved 
me, but that they would take example, and perhaps 
prcfume upon it, and get out of my government 1 
but that I thought I was not obliged to govern 
tears, though I governed men. They promife to 
^e ^s obedient as ever, and fo we laughed j— and fo 
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I go to bed ; for it is colder ftill, and you have a fire 
now, and arc at cards at home. 

7. Lord Harley and I dined privately to-day with 
Mrs. MaQiam and Mrs. Hill, and my brother Ma- 
fliam. I faw Lord Halifax at Court, and we joined 
and talked, and the Duchefs of Shrewfbury came 
up and reproached me for not dining with her : I 
faid, that was not fo foon done; for I expeSed 
more advances from Ladies, efpecially Duchefles: 
fhe promifed to comply with any demands I pleafed; 
and I agreed to dine with her to-morrow, if I did 
not go to London too foon, as I believe I fhall be- 
fore dinner. Lady Oglethorp brought me and the 
Duchefs of Hamilton togethepto-day in the drawing- 
room, and I have given her fome encouragement, but 
not much. Every body has been teazing Waltcrstii. 
He told Lord Treafurer that he took his company-' 
from him that were to dine with him ; my Lord 
faid, I will fend you Dr. Swift : Lord Keeper bid ' 
him take car/e what he did ; for, faid he. Dr. Swi^ 
is not only all our favourite, but our governor. TKt 
old company fupped with Lord Treafijrer, and go{ 
away by twelve. 

London, 8. I believe I (hall go no more to 
Windfor ; for we expedt the Queen will come in 
fen days to Hampton-Court. It was frcft laft 
night, and cruel cold to-day. I could not dine with 
fhe Duchefs ; for I left Windfor half an hour after 
one with Lord Treafurer, and we called atKenfing- 
ton, where Mrs. Mafham was got to fee her chil- 
dren for two days. I dined, or rather fupped with 
Lford Treafurer, and ftaid till after ten. Tifdall 

and 



JOURNAL to STELLA- 171 

^nd his family arc gone from hence, upon fome 
wrangle with the family. Yefterday I had two let- 
ters brought me to Mr, Mafliam's ; one from Ford^ 
and t'other from our little MD, N. 21. I would 
not tell you till to day, becaufe I would not. I 
won't anfwer it fill the next, becaufe I have flipl 
two days by being at Windfor, which I muft reco* 
ver here. Well, firrahs, I muft go to fleep. The 
roads were as dry as at Midfummer to-day. This 
letter (hall go jormorrow. 

9. Morning, It rains hard this morning; I fup- 
poie our fair weather is now at an end. I think 
I'll put on my waiftcoat to-day : Ihall I ? Well, I 
will then, to pleafe MD: I think of dining at 
home to-day upon a chop and a pot. The town 
continues yet very thin. Lord Strafford is gone to 
Holland to tell them what we have done here to* 
wards a Peace, We fhall foon hear what the Dutch 
fay, and how they take it. My humble fervice to 
Mrs. Walls, Mrs. Stoyte and Catherine. — Morrow^ 
dearcft firrahs, and farewel; and God Almighty 
blefs MD, poor, little, dear MD, forfo I mean, and 
Prefto too. ril write to you again to-night, that 
is, ril begin my next letter. Farewell, &c. 

This. little bit belongs to MD; we muft always 
write on the margin * : you are faucy rogues. 

• This happens to be the only fjngle line written upon the tnargin 
of any of his journals. By fome accident there was a margin about 
jfls broad as the back of a razor, and therefore he nsade this ufe of it. 

LETTER 
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•LETTER XXXir. 

London, Odbober 9, 1711, 

I WAS forced to lie dqwn at twelve to-day, and 
mend my night's fleep : I flept till after two, and 
then fent for a bit of mutton and pot of ale from the 
next cook's (hop, and had no ftomach. I went out 
at four, and called to fee Biddy Floyd, which I had 
not done thcfe three months : fhe is fomething mailir 
cd, but has recovered her complexion quite, and looks 
vpry well. Then I fat the evening with Mrs. 
Vanhomrigh, and (!rank coffee, and ate an egg. I 
likewife took a new lodging to-day, not liking a 
ground-floor, nor the ill fmell, and other circum- 
ftances. I lodge, or (hall lodge, by Leiceftcr-fields, 
and pay ten (hillings a week ; that wbnt hold out 
long, faith. I (hall lie here but one night more. 
It rained terribly till pne o'clock to-day. I lie, for 
I (hall lie here two nights, till Thurfday, and then 
remove. Did I tell you that my friend Mrs. Barton 
has a brother drowned, that went on the expedition 
with Jack Hill ? He was a lieutenant-colonel, and a 
coxcomb ; and (he keeps her chamber in form, and 

the fervants fay, (he receives no me(rages. An- 

fwer MD's letter, Prefto, d ye hear ? No, fays Prefto, 
I won't yet, I'mbufy: you're a faucy rogue. Who 
talks ? 

10. It cofl: me two (hillings in coach-hire to dine 
in the city with a printer. I have fent, and cauied 
to be fent, three pamphlets out in a fortnight. I will 
ply the rogues warm, and whenever any thing of 

theirs 
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theirs makes a noife, it fhall have an anfwer. I have 
inftrafted an under-fpur-leather to v^ritc fo, that it 
is taken for mine. A rogue that writes, a news-paper 
called The Proteftant ?oft-boy, has refledted on me 
in one of his papers ; but the Secretary has takeii 
hifh up, and he (hall have a fqueeze extraordinary, 
tie fays, that an amibitious Tantivy, miffing of hii 
lowering hopes of preferment in Ireland, is come 
)vcr to vent his fpleen on the late miniftry, &c. I'll 
Tantivy him with a vengeance. I fat the evening 
It home, and am very bufy, and can hardly find time 
:o tvritc, unlefs it were to MD. I am in furiotfy 
laile. 

11. I dined to-day with Lord Treafurer. Thurf- 
!ays are now his days when his choice company 
:ome^ but we are too much multiplied. George 
Granville fent his excufes upon being ill ; I hear he 
pprehends the apoplexy, which would grieve me 
nuch . Lord Treafurer calls Prior nothing but Mon- 
ieur Baudrier, which was the feigned name of the 
?'renchman that writ his journey to Paris. They 
)retcrtd to fufpedt me, fo I talk freely of it, and put 
hem out of their play. Lord Treafurer calls me 
low Dr. Martin, becaufe Martin * is a fort of a 
wallow, and fo is a Swift. When he and I came 
aft Monday from Windfor, we were reading all the 
ignsf- on the road. He is a pure trifler; tell the 

Birtiop 

• From this picafantry of my Lord Oxford^ the appellative Martitius 
loibleras took its rife. 

f Vide Swift's imitations of Horace, Lib. II. Sat. 6. where he gives 
IS account of what fort of tattle entertained my Lord Oxford and him 

apoB 
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Biihop of Clogher fo. I made him make Mo Unci 
in verfe for the Bell and Dragon, and they were rare 
bad ones. I fuppofe Dilly is with you by this time : 
what could his rcafon be of leaving London, and 
Bot owning it ? 'Twas plaguy filly. I believe hi^ 
natural inconftancy made him weary ; I think he is 
the king of inconftancy. I flayed with Lord Trca- 
furcr till ten ; we had five Lords and three Com-? 
moners. Go to ombre, firrahs. 

12* Mrs. Vanhomrigh has changed her lodgiOjf 
as well as I. She found £be had got with a bawd, 
Md removed : I dined with her to-day; for though 
fhe boards, her landlady does not dine with her. I 
am grown a mighty lover of herrings ; but they arc 
much fmaller here than with you. In the afternoon 
I vifited an old Major-general, and eat fix oyftcrsj 
then fat an hour with Mrs. CoUedge, the joiner's 
daughter that was hanged ; it was the joiner was 
hanged, and not his daughter; with Thompfon's 
wife, a magiftrate. There was the famous Mrs. 
Floyd of Chefter, who, I think, is the handfomeft 
woman (except MD) that ever I faw. She told 
xne, that twenty people had Tent her the verfes upoa 
Biddy, as meant to her: and indeed, in point of 
handfomenefs, fhe deferves them much better. I 
will not go to Windfor to-morrow, and fo I told 
the Secretary to-day. 1 hate the thoughts of Satur- 
day and Sunday fuppers with Lord Treafurer. Jacfc^ 

ttpon the road to Windfor; and, among other whims« hour* as tli? 
ckarict pafTed along. 

They gravely try'd to read the lines 

Writ underneath the country Signs. 

m 
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[ is come home from his unfortunate expedition, 

is, I think, now at Windfor : I have not yet 

him. He is privately blamed by his own friends 

want of conduift. He called a council of war, 

therein it was determined to come back. But 

' fay, a General fhould not do that, becaufc the 

cers will always give their opinion Yor returning, 

I the blame will not lie upon them, but the 

eral : I pity him heartily, Bernage received his 

miflion to-day. 

3. I dined to-day with Colonel Crowe, late 
'crnor of Barbadoes ; he is a great acquaintance 
>ur friend Sterne, to whom I trufted the box, 
i Treafurer has refufed Sterne's bufinefs ; and I 
>t he is a rake ; Jemmy Leigh (lays for him, 
no-body knows where to find him. I am fo 
now, I have hardly time to fpare to write to 
little MD ; but in a fortnight I hope it will be 

I am going now to be bufy, &c. 
4.. I was going to dine with Dr. Cockburn, but 
Andrew Fountain met me, and carried me to 
. Van's, where I drank the laft bottle of Ray- 
id's wine, admirable good, better than any I get 
ng the Miniftry. I muft pick up time to an^ 
this letter of MD's, I'll do it in a day or two 

ertain. 1 am glad I am not at Windfor, for 

very cold, and I won't have a fire till Novem- 

I am contriving how to ftop up my grate with 

ks. Patrick was drunk laft night; but did not 

e to me, elfe I (hould have given him t'other 

I fat this evening with Mrs. Barton, it is the 

day of her feeing company; but I made her 

merry 
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merry enough, and we were three hours difputing 
tipon Whig and Tory. She grieved for her brother 
only for form, and he was a fad dog. Is Stella well 
enough to go to church, pray ? no numbings left ? 
ho darknefs in your eyes ? do you walk aiid cxcr- 
cife ? Your excrcife is ombfe. People are com- 
ing up to towh : the Queen will be at Hampton- 
GourC in a week. Lady Betty Gemfain, I bear, is 
come, and Lord Pembroke is coming : his new wifti 
is as big with child as (he can tumble. 

1 5. I fat at home till four this afternoon to-day 
writing, and ate a roll and butter ; then vifited Will. 
Congreve an hour or two, and fupped with LorJ 
Treafurer, who came from Windfor to-day, and 
brought Prior with him. The Queen has thankctf 
Prior Yor his good fervice in France, and promifed ttf 
make him a Comiffion'er of the Cuftoms.* Several 
of that Commiffion are to be out ; among the reft, 
my friend Sir Matthew Dudley ; I can do nothing 
for him, he is fo hated by the Miniftry. Lord 
Treafurer kept me till twelve, fo I need not td^ 
you it is now late. 

16. I dined to-day with Mr. Secretary at Dr. 
Cotefworth's, where he now lodges till his houfc be 
got ready in Golden-Square. One Boyer, a French 
dog, has abufed me in a pamphlet, and I have got 
him up in a meflenger's hands : the Sfecfetary pro- 
mifes me to fwinge him. Lord Treafurer told nrc 
lad night, that he had the honour to be abufed with 
me in a pamphlet. I muft make that rogue an ex- 
ample for warning to others. I was to fee Jack Hffl 
this morniiTgi who made that unfortunate expcdf- I 

tioQt 
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Ifort; and there is dill more misfortune ; for that 
(hip, which was Admiral of his fleet, is blown up 
In the Thames^ by an accident and carelefsncfs of 
fome rogue^ who was going, as they think, to fteal 
fome gunpowder: five hundred men are loft; we 
don't yet know the particulars. I am got home by 
fevcn^ and am going to be bilfy, and you are going 
to play and fupper ; you live ten times happier than 
I : but I (hould live ten times happier than you, if 
I were with MD; I faw Jemmy Leigh to-day in 
the ftreet, whb tells me that Sterne has not lain 
above once theie three weeks in his lodgings, and 
he doubts he takes ill courfes ; he ftays only till he 
can find Sterne to go along with him, and he can- 
not hear of him. I begged him to enquiry about 
the box when he ^omes to Cheftcr, which he pro- 
tniiesi 

17* The Secretary and I dined to-day with Bri- 
gadier Britton, a great friend of his. The Lady of 
the houie is very galant, about thirty-five ; (he is 
faid to have a great deal of wit ; but I fee nothing 
among any of them that equals MD by a bar's 
lengthy as hope favcd. My Lord Trcafurer is much 
out of order ; he has a fore throat, and the gravel, 
and 8 pain in his breaft where the wound was : pray 
God preferve him. The Queen comes to Hampton- 
Court on Tuefday next ; people are conwng faft tp 
town, and I muft anfwer MD's letter, which I can 
hardly find time to do, though I am at home the 
greateft part of the day. Lady Betty Germain and 
I were difputing Whig and Tory to death this morn- 
Jog*" She is grown very fat, and looks mighty welU 

Vol. XV. N Biddy 
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Biddy Floyd was there, and ftie is» I think, vciy 
much fpoiled with the fmall-pox. 

18. Lord Treafurer is ftill out of order, and that 
breaks our method of dining there to-day. He is 
often fubjedl to a fore- throat, and fomc time or other 
it will kill him, unlefs he takes more care than he 
is apt to do. It was faid about the town, that 
poor Lord Peterborow was dead at Frankfort ; but 
he is fomething better, and the Q^n is fending 
him to Italy,, where I hope the warm climate will 
recover him : he has abundance of excellent quali^ 
ties, and we love one another mightily. I was this 
afternoon in the city, ate a hit of meat^ and fettled 
ibme things with a printer; I will artfwer your letter 
on Saturday, if poflible, and then fend away this; 
fo to fetch up the odd days I loft at Windfor, and 
keep conftant to my fortnight.. Ombre tknt is now 
coming on, and we (hall have nothing but Manley^ 
and Walls, and Stoytes, and the Dean. Have you got 
no new acquaintance ? Poor girls ; no-body know» 

MD's good qualities. 'Tis very cold > but I wiH 

not have a fire till November, that's pozz.— Well/ 
but coming home to-night, I found on my table a 
letter from MD ; faith I was angry, that is with 
myfelf ; and I was afraid too to fee MD's hand fi> 
foon, for fear of fomething, I don't know what : at 
laft I opened it, audit was over well, and a bill fot 
the two hundred guineas. However,, 'tis a fad thing 
that this letter is not gone, nor your twenty-firft 
anfwered yet^ 

19. I was invked to-day to dine with Mrs. Vanjr 
with fome company who- did not comr> but I ate 

X . nothing 
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nothing but herrings : you muft know I hardly ever 
cat of above one thing> and that the plained ordi- 
nary meat at table ; I love it befl:^ and believe it 
wholefomeft. You love rarities; yes you do; I 
wiih you had all that I ever fee where I go« I was 
coming home early, and met the Secretary in his 
chair» who perfuaded me to go with him to Britton's ; 
for he faid, he had been all day at bufinefs, and had 
eaten nothing. So I went, and the time pad foy 
that we (laid till two^ fo you may believe 'tis late 
enough. 

20. This day has gone all wrong, by fitting up 
£0 late laft night. Lord Treafurer is not yet well» 
and can't go to Windfor. I dined with Sir Mat- 
thew Dudley, and took occafion to hint to him that 
he would lofe his employment, for which I am very 
forry. Lord Pembroke and his family are all come 
to town. I was kept fo long at a friend's this even- 
ing, that I cannot fend this to-night. When I 
knocked at my lodgings, a fellow afked me where 
lodged Dr. Swift ? I told him, I was the perfon : 
he gave me a letter he brought from the Secretary's 
office, and I gave him a fhilling : when I came up, 
I iaw Dingley's hand : faith I was afraid, I do not 
know what. At lafl it was a formal letter from 
Dingley about her exchequer bufinefs. Well, Til 
do it on Monday, and fettle it with Tooke. And 
now, boys, for your letter, I mean the firft, N. 2 1 . 
Let's fee ; come out, little letter. — I never had the 
letter from the BiHiop that Raymond mentions ; but 
I have written to Ned Southwel, to dcfire the Duke 
of Ormond'to fpeak to his reverence that he may 
. . • N 2 leave 
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leave ofF his impertinence. What a pox can they 
think I am doing for the Archbiftiop here ? You have 
a pretty notion of me in Ireland^ to make me an 

agent for the Archbifliop of Dublin. Why ; do 

you think I value your people's ingratitude about my 
part in ferving them? I remit them their Firft- 
Fruits of Ingratitude, as freely as I got the other 
remitted to them. This Lord Treafurcr defers wri- 
tifig his letter to them, or elfe they would be pla- 
guily confounded by this time. For, he defigns to 
give the merit of it wholly to the Queen and me, 
and to let them know it was done before the Duke 
of Ormond was Lord Lieutenant. You vifit, you 
dine abroad, you fee friends; you pilgarlick ^ you 
walk from Finglafs, you a cat'fc foot. O Lofd — 
Lady Gore hung her child by the waift ; what i$ 
that waift *i I don't underftand the word ; he muft 
hang on till you explain or fpell it. — I don't believe 
he was pretty, that's a liiii. — 'Pifli; burn your 
Firft-*Fruits; again at it. Stella has made twenty 
falfe fpellings in her writing ) I'll fend them to you 
all back again on the other fide of this letter, to 
mend them 3 I won't mifs one. Why ; I think 
there were feventeen Bifliops names to the letter Lord 
Oxford received«^-^I will fend you fome pamphlets 
by Leigh : put me in mind of it on Monday, for 
I (hall go then to the printer ; yes, and the Mifcel* 
lany. I am mightily obliged to Walls, but I don't 

♦ With great rcfpeft to the Doftor's judgment, perhaps Stella's or* 
thography might be defended againft the tyranny of her inftraftor ; at 
leall (he hai all the moderns on her fide 1 however, indeed, waft is 
well as v/aift, is to be met with in Littleton's dx6Uonary« 

defcrvc 
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deierve it by any ufage of him here^ having feen him 
but twice, and once en pajfant. Mrs. Manley for-^ 
fworn ombre ! What \ and no blazing ilar appear ? 
no monilers bom ? no whale thrown up ? Have you 
not found out fome evafion for her? She had no 
fuch regard to oaths in her younger days. I got 
the books for nothing. Madam Dingley ; but the 
wine I got not ; it was but a promife. — Yes, my 
head is pretty well in the main, only now and then 
a little threatning or fo. You talk of my recon. 
ciling fome great folks. I tell you what. The 
Secretary told me lad night, that hejiad found the 
reafbn why the Queen was cold to him for fome 
months paft ; that a friend had told it him yefter- 
day ; and it was, that they fufpeded he was at the 
bottom with the Duke of Marlborough. Then he 
faid, he had reflected upon all I had fpoken to him 
long ago; but he thought it had been only my 
fufpicion, and my zeal and kindnefs for him. I faidf 
I had reafbn to take that very ill, to imagine I knew 
fo little of the world as to talk at a venture to a great 
Minifter ; that I had gone between him and Lord 
Treafurer often, and told each of them what I had 
fidd to the other, and that I had informed him ie 
before : be (aid all that you may imagine to excuie 
himfelf, and approve my conduA. I told hjm> I 
knew all along, that this proceeding of mine was tlie 
fareft way to fend me back to my willows in Ire- 
land, but that I regarded it not, provideJ I could 
Olo the kingdom fervice in keeping them well toge* 
ther. I minded him how often I had told Lord 
TTfpafqrer, Lord Keeper, and him together, that all 

N 3 tilings 
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things depended on their union^ and that my coiii^ 
fort was to fee them love one another; and I ha^ 
told them all fingly, that I had not iaid this b; 
chance, &c. He was in a rage to be thus fufpeded ; 
fwears he will be upon a better foot, or none at 
all ; and I do not fee, how they can well want him 
in this juncture. I hope to find a way of fettling 
this matter. I a6t an honefl part; that will bring 
me neither profit nor praife. MD muft think the 
better of me for jt : no-body elfe (hall ever know 
of it. Here's politicks enough for once ; but Ma- 
ilam D. D. gave me occafion for it. I think I told 
you I have got into lodgings that don t fmcll ill— 
O Lord! the fpedtaclcs ; well, I'll do that on Mon- 
day too ; although it goes againft me to be cm- 
ployed for folks that neither you nor 1 care a groat 
for. Is the eight pounds from Hawkfliaw includ* 
ed in the thirty-nine pounds five fliillings and twor 
pence ? How do I know by this how my account 
ftands ? Can't you write five or fix lines to caft it 
up ? Mine 19 forty-four pounds per annum^ and eight 
pounds from Hawkftiaw makes fifty-two pounds. 
Pray fet it rights and let me know; you had bcft. 
> And fo now I have anfwered N. 21, and 'tis 
late, and I will anfwer N. 22 in myneyt: this can- 
not go to-night, but fliall on Tuefday : and fo go tq 
your play, and lofe your money, with your two 
eggs a penny ; filly jade ; you witty ? very pretty. 
21 . Mrs. Van would have me dine with her again 
to-day, and fo I did, though Lady Mountjoy has 
fent two or three times to have me fee and dine with 
her, and (he is a little body I love very well. Mj 
. . hfai 



\ 
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%tSLd has ached a little in the evenirtgs thefc three or 
four days, but It is not of the giddy fort, fo I do 
not much value it, I was to fee Lord Harley to- 
day, but Lord Treafurer took phyfick, and I could 
not fee him^ He has voided much gravel, and h 
better, but not well ; he talks of going on Tuefday 
to fee the Queen at Haijaptoa-Court ; I wifh he may 
be able. I never faw fo ^ne ;a fummer day is this 
was 5 bow is it with you pray ? and^ can't you re- 
piember, naughty packs^ J han't feen Lord Pem- 
broke yet. He will be forry to mifs Dilly : I wori- 
der you fay nothing of Dilly's being got to Ireland ; 
if he be not th^c 'foon, I fliall have fome certain 
odd thoughts ; guefs them if you can, 

22. I dined in the city torday with Dr. Friend, 
Dt one of my printers ; I enquired for Leigh, biit 
could not find him : I have forgot what fort of apron 
you want. I muft rout among your letters, a needle 
in a bottle of hay. I gave Sterne directions, but 
where to find him Lord knows ^ I have befpoken 
the fpeAacles; gojt a fet of Examiners, and five 
pamphlets, which I have either written or contri- 
buted to, except the bcft, which is the Vindication 
of the Duke of Marlborough ; and is entirely of the 
uithor of the Atalantis. I have fettled Dingley's 
affair with Tooke, who has undertaken it, and un- 
derftands it. I have befpoken a Mifcellany : what 
would you have me do more ? It coft me a fliilling 
coming home; it rains terribly, and did fo in the 
piorning. Lord Treafurer has had an ill day, in 
inuch pain. He writes and does bufinefs in his* 
pbamber npw h? is ill : the man is bewitched ; he 

N /^ defires 
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defires to fee me, and I'll maul hiin» but he will 
not value it a T\x(h. . * I am halF weary of them 
alL I often burft out into thefe thoughts^ and will 
certainly ileal away as foon as I decently can . I Have 
many friendsi and (n^ny enemies ; and the laft are 
more conftant in their nature. I have no (hudder- 
ing at ^11 to think of retiring to my old circumr> 
fiances, if you can he eaiy; but I will always live 
in Ireland as I did the lad time ; I will not hunt for 
dinners therp i nor coQverfe with more than a very 
few. 

23 1 Morniqg. T^is goes to-day, and (hall be 
feal^ bye and bye. ^ Lord Trcafurer takes phyfick 
again to-day: I believe I (hall dine with Lord 
pupplin. Mr. Tookc brought me a letter dircfted 
for me at Morphew's the bookfeller. I fuppofe, by 
|he poftagc, it came from Ireland ; it is a woman's 
hand, and ieems falfe fpelt on pyrpofe ; it is in fuch 
jfort of verfe as Harris's petition ; raillies me for 
writing merry things, and not upon divinity ; and 
is like the fubjedl of the Archbifliop's laft letter, a$ 
I told you. Can you guefs whom it came from? 
it is not ill written j pray find it out j there is « 
l-atin verfe at the end of it all rightly fpelt ; yet 
the Engli/h, as I think, afFedlcdly wrong in many 
places— rMy plaguing time is ^:oming. A young 
fellow brought nie a letter from Judge Coote, with 
recommendation to be Lieutenant of a man of war. 
He is the fon of one Echlin, who was Miniftcr 
of Bclfaft before Tifdall, and I have got feme other 
newcuftomers; but I (hall trouble my friends as 
Jjttle as poffible. Saucy Stella qfed to jeer me fo^ 

meddling 
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ddling with other folks affairs : but now I am 

liihed for it. Patrick has brought the candle^ 

I I have no more room. Farewell, &c. &c. 

^Icrc is a full and true Account of StelljCs 
new Spelling, 



Plaguely, 
Dineing, 
Straingers, 
Chais, 


- Plaguily *, 

- Dining, 

- Strangers. 

- Chafe f. 


Waift, 


- Waft. 


Houer, 


- Hour. 


Immagin, 
A bout. 


- Imagine. 

- AbouL 


Intellegence, - 
Aboundance, - 


- Intelligencci 

- Abundance. 


Merrit, 


. Merit. 


Secreet, 


- Secret. 


Pharophlcts, - 
Buffinefs, 


- Pamphlets. 
•^ Bufinefs. 



11 me truly, firrah, how many of thcfe are miflakes 
the pen, and how many are you to anfwer for as. 
I ill fpelling ? There are but fourteen ; I faid 
rnty by guefs. You muft not be angry, for I will 
-^e you fpell right, let the world go how it will. 
ough after all, there is but a miftake of one letter 
any of thefe words. I allow you henceforth but 
falfe fpellings in every letter you fend me. 

This column of words, as'they are corredted, is in StelU*« liaad. 
Yet here is one word dill falfe fpclt. 

LETTER 
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ly E T T E R XXXIII. 

London, Oft. 23, 1711; 

I PINED with Lor4 Dupplin, as I told yea 
I would, and put my thirty^fecond into tbc 
poft-officc my own felf ; and I believe there has not 
been one moment finc^ we parted, wherein a letter 
was not upon the road going or coming to or from 
P MD *. If the Queen knew it, (hp would give 
us a penfion ; for it is we bring good luck to their 
poft-^boys and their pacquets : elfe they would break 
their necks and fink. But, an old faying and a true 
one J Be it fnow or ftorm or hail, PMD's letters 
pcver fail : Crofs winds may fometimes ip^e then^ 
tarry; ^ijt iPJVJD's letters can't mifcarry. — . — Ter- 
rible rain tOrday, but it cleared up at night enough 
to fave my twelve-pence coming home, Lord Trear 
furer is much better this evening. J hate to have 
him ill, he is fo confoundedly carejefs. | wont 
gnfwer your letter yet, fo be fatisfied. 

Z^. I called at Lord Treafurer's to-day at noonj 
he was eating fome broth in his bed-chamber, uht 
drcfled, with a thoufand papers about him. He ha; 
ft little fever upon him, and his eye terribly bloodr 
ihot ; yet he dreflcd himfelf, and went out to thq 
Trcafury. He told me, he had a letter from ^ 
Lady with a complaint againfl: me ; it was from Mrs, 
Cutts, a lifter of Lord Cqtts, who writ to him, that 
I had abufed her brother : you remember the Salar 
mander J it is printed in the Mifccllany. I told my 

9 That is^ Prcfto ai^d MD. 



JOURNAL to StELLA, ttf 

'jord, that I would never regard complaints, and 
bat I expcdted whenever he received any againft 
le, he would immediately put them into the fire^ 
nd forget them, elfe I fliould have no quiet. — -^^ j 
td a little turn in my head this morning; which^ 
loagh it did not laft above a moment, yet being 
F the true fort, has made me as weak as a dog all 
lis day. 'Tis the firft I have had this half yean 
{hall take my pills if I hear of it again. I dined 
: Lady Mountjoy's with Harry Coote, and went 

> fee Lord Pembroke upon his coming to town.—* 
'he Whig party are furious againft a Peaces 
id every day fome ballad comes out refledting oA 
ic Miniftry on that account* The Secretary St 
Dhn has feized on a dozen bookfellers and pub* 
(hers, into his meffengers hands. Some of the 
>rcign Minifters have publiftied the Preliminaries 
jreed on here between France and Englalid ; andl 
:ople rail at them as infufficient to treat a Peacd 
Don ; but the fecret is, that the French have agreed 

> articles much more important, which our Mini^ 
ers have not communicated, and the people, who 
link they know all, are difcontented that there is no 
ore. This was an inconvenience I foretold to the 
jcretary ; but we could contrive no way to fence 
;ainfl it. So there's politicks for you. 

25. The Queen is at Hampton-Court; (he went 
1 Tuefday in that terrible rain. I dined with 
cwis at his lodgings, to difpatch fome bufinefs we 
id. I fent this morning and evening to Lord 
reafurer, and he is much worfe by going out; t 
rt ifi paio about eycning. He h^s fent for Dr* 

Radcliffki 
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RadcHfFe ; pray God prefcrve him. Xhe Chancel^ 
lor of the Exchequer ihcwcd me to-day a ballad in 
xnanufcript againft Lord Trcaftirer and his South* 
Sea projedt ; it is very fliarply written : if it be not 
printed, I will fend it to you. If it be, it (hall go 
in your pacquet of pamphlets* — I found out your 
letter about direftions for the apron, and have or* 
dered to be bought a cheap, green filk work apron; 
I have it by heart* I lat this evening with Mrs. 
Barton, who is my near neighbour. It was t deli^ 
cious day, and I got my walk, and was thinking 
whether MD was walking too juft at that time 
that Prefto was.— j — ^This paper does not coft me a 
farthing, I have it from the Secretary's office. I 
long till to-morrow to know how my Lord Trcafurer 
ileeps this night, and to hear he mends; we are all 
undone without him ; fo pray for him, firrah$, and 
4ion't ftay too late at the Dean's. 

26. I dined with Mrs. Van ; for the weather is 
fo bad, and I am fo bufy, that I can't dine with 
great folks : and befides I dare eat but little, to keep 
my head in order, which is better. Lord Trcafurer 
is very ill, but I hope in no danger. Wc have 09 
quiet with the Whigs, they are fo violent againft a 
Peace ; but I'll cool them, with a vengeance, very 
foon. I have not heard from the Bifhop of Clogher, 
whether he has got his ftatues. I writ to him fix 
weeks ago ; he's fo bu/y with his Parliament, I 
won't anfwer your letter yet^ fay what you will, 
faucy girls. 

27. I forgot to go about fome bufinefs this morn- 
ing, which coft me Rouble the time; and I was forced 

to 
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10 be at the Secretary's office tiU^four, and lofe triy 
dinner ; fo I went to Mrs. Van's, and made them 
get me three herrings, which I am very fond of/ 
and they are a light vittals : befides, I was to have 
iupped at Lady Aihburnham's ; but the drab did 
not call for us in her coach, as flic promifed, but 
&nt for us, and fo I fent my excufcs. It has been 
a terrible rainy day, but fo flattering in the morning, 
that I would needs go out in my new hat. I met 
Leigh and Sterne as I was going into the Park. 
Leigh fays he will go to Ireland in ten days, if he 
can get Sterne to go with him ; fo I will fend him 
the things for MD, and I have defired him to en- 
quire about the box. I hate that Sterne for his 
careleiTnefs about it -, but it was my fault. 

29. I was all this terrible rainy day with my 
friend Lewis upon bufinefs of importances and I 
dined with him, and came home about feven, and 
diought I would amufe myfelf a little after the pains 
I had taken. I faw a volume of Congreve's plays 
in my room, that Patrick had taken to read $ and I 
looked into it. and in mere loitering read in it till 
twelve, like an owl and a fool : if ever I do fo again ^ 
never faw the like. Count Gall as, the Emperor's 
Envoy, you will hear is in difgrace with us: the 
Queen has ordered her MiniHers to have no more 
commerce with him ; the reafon is, the fool writ a 
rude letter to Lord Dartmouth, Secretary of State, 
complaining of our proceedings about a peace; and 
he is always in clofe confidence with Lord Wharton, 
a/id Sunderland, and others of the late Minidry. I 
believe you begin to think there will be 00 peace ;^ 

the 
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the whigs here are fare it cannot be, and flocks are 
fallen again. But I am confident there will, unleft 
France plays us tricks ; and you may venture a 
wager with any of your whig acquaintance^ that we 
fhall not have another campaign. You will get 
more by it than by ombre^ firrah.- — I let flip telling 
you yeflerday's journal, which I thought to have 
done this morning, but blundered. I dined yefler^ 
day at Harry Coote's with Lord Hatton^ Mr* Finch, 
a fon of Lord Nottingham, and Sir Andrew Foun- 
tain. I left them foon ; but hev they flaid till two 
in the morning, and were all drunk ; and fo good 
flight for lafl night, and good night for to-night. 
You blundering goofecap, an't you afhamed to 
blunder to young Ladies ? I fhall have a fire in three 
or four days now, oh ho. 

30, I was to-day in the city concerting fomc 
things with a Printer, and am to be to-morrow all 
day bufy with Mr. Secretary about the fame. I 
won t tell you now ; but the Miniflers reckon it will 
do abundance of good, and open the eyes of the 
nation, who are half bewitched againil a peacci 
Few of this generation can remember any thing but- 
war and taxes, and they think it is as it fhould bc} 
whereas 'tis certain we are the moft undone people ia 
Europe, as I am afraid I fhall make appear beyond 
all contradiction. But I forgot ; I won't tell you 
what I will do, nor what I will not do : fo let mc 
alone, and go to Stoytc, and give goody Stoyte and 
Catherine my humble fervice ; I love goody Stoytc 
better than goody Walls. Who'll pay me for this 
green apron ? I will have the money ,• it coft ten' 

(hillings 
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ngs and (ix^pence. I think it plaguy dear fof 
eap thing; but they faid, that Englifh filk 
id cockle^ and I know not what< You * have 
naking into the bargain. 'Tis right Italian : I 

fent it and the pamphlets to Leigh^ anci will 
the Mifcellanies and fpedtacles in a day or two« 
uld fead more ; but faith I'm plaguy poor at 
at. 

:* The devil's in this Secretary; when I went 
morning he had people vvith him ; but fays he, 
re to dine with Prior to-day, and then will do 
iir bufinefs in the afternoon : at two Prior fendtf 
I, he is otherwife engaged ; then the Secretary 
I go and dine with Brigadier Britten, fit till 
:, grow merry, no bufinefs done ; he is in hadtf 
e Lady Jerfey, we part, and appoint no time to 

again. This is the fault of all the prefenf 
ifters, teafing me to death for my afliftance, 
g the whole weight of their affairs upon it, yet 
ing opportunities. Lord Treafurer mends every 

though llowly : 1 hope he will take care o( 
elf. Pray, will you fend to Parvifol to fend 
I bill of twenty pounds as foon as he can, for I 
: money. I mud: have money; I will havo 
ey, firrahs. 

ov. I. I went to day into the city to fettle 
: bufinefs with Stratford, and to dine with him i 
le was engaged, and I was fo angry I would not 

with any other merchant, but went to my 
ter, and ate a bit, and did bufinefs of mifchief 

him, and I fhall have the fpeftaclcs and Mif- 
ny to-morrow, and leave them with Leigh. A 
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fine day always makes mc go into the city, if t dad 
fpare timCt becaufe it is exercife; and that does me 
more good than any thing. I have heard nothing 
fince of my head, but a little, I don't know howi 
fomelimes: but I am very temperate, efpeci^ly now 
the Trcafurer is ill^ and the Miniften; oftte at 
Hampton-Court, and the Secretary not yet fixed in 
bis houfe, and I hate dining with many of my old 
acquaintance. Here has been a fellow difbovered 
going out of the Eaft-India houfe with fixteen thott-' 
iand pounds in money and bills; he wouAd hate 
efcaped, if he had not been fo uneaiy tfrith thirftr 
that he ftole out before his time, and Was caught. 
But what is that to MD ? I wifli we had the money, 
provided the Eaft-India company was never thtf 
worfe; you know we muft not covet, &c. Out 
weather, for this fortnight part, is chequered, a fair 
and a rainy day; this was very fine, and I have 
walked four miles, wifh MD would do fo, lazy 
fluttikins. 

2. It has rained all day with a continmndo^ and 
I went in a chair to dine with Mrs. Van ; always 
there in a very rainy day. But I made a (hift W 
come back afoot* I live a very retired life, pay very 
few vifits, and keep but very little company > iTcad 
no news-papers. I am forry I fentvyou the Exami- 
ner ; for the Printer is going to print them in a fmatt 
^volume : it feems the author is too proud to have 
them printed by fubfcription, though his friends 
offered, they fay, to make it worth five hundred 
pounds to him. The Spedlators are likcwife printing 
in a larger and fmaller volume : fo I believe they arc 

going 
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joing to leave them off, and indeed people grow^ 
veary of them, though they are often prettily 
Evritten. We have had no news for me tp fend you 
now towards the end of my letter. The Queen 
bas the gout a little ; I hoped the Lord Treafurer 
would hate had it too ; but RadclifFe told me yefter- 
day it was the rheumatifm in his knee and foot; 
however he mendsi and 1 hope will be abroad in a 
(hort time; I am told they defign giving away fe« 
▼eral employments before the Parliament fits^ which 
Villi be the thirteenth indant; I either do not like^ 
or hot underftand this policy j and if Lord Trea«. 
farer does not mend foon» they mufl give them juft 
hdott the fefiions;. But he is the greatefl procradi* 
oitor in the world, 

3. A fine day this/ arid I walked a pretty deal* 
I ftufFt the Secretary's pockets with papers, which 
he mud r&ad and fettle at Hampton^Court^ where 
ht went to-day^ and days fome time. They have 
iio lodgings for me there, fo I can't go ; for the 
town is fmall, chargisable add inconvenient. Lord 
Treafurer had a very ill night lad night, with much 
pain in his knee and footi but is eafier to-day. — And 
(b I went to vifit Prior about fome bu(inefsi and fa 
be was not Within, and fo Sir Andrew Fountain 
tnade me dine to-day again with Mrs. Van, and I 
came home foon^ remembering this mud go to-^ 
light, and that I had a letter of MD's to anfwer^ 
[> Lord, where is it? let me fee; fo> fo^ here it 
s. You grudge writing fo foon; Pox on that bill 1 
he woman would have me manage that money for 
ler. I do not know what to do with it now 1 hav^ 

Vol. XV. O 
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it ; I am like the unprofitable fleward in the gofpd i 
I laid it up in a napkin ; there thou haft what is 
thine own, &c. Well, well, I know of your new 
Mayor, (Fll tell you a pun -, a filhmonger owed a 
man two crowns; fo he fent him a piece of bad 
ling and a tench, and then faid he was paid : how is 
that now ? fifid it out -, for I won't tell it yoo : which 
€>f you finds it out ?) well^ but as I was faying, 
what care I for your Mayor? I fancy Ford may 
tell Forbes right about my returning to Ireland before 
Chriftmas, or foon after. I'm forry you did not go 
on whh your ftory about pray God you be John; 
I never heard it in my life, and wonder what it can 
be. — Ah, Stella, faith you leaned upon your Biblo 
to think what to fay when you writ that. Yes, 
that flory of the Secretary's making toe an example 
IS true J " never heard it before >" why how could 
you hear it ? is it poffible to tell you the htindreddi 
part of what pafTes in our companies here ? the Se- 
cretary is as eafy with me as Mr. Addifon was. I 
have often thought what a fplutter Sir Williafltf 
Temple makes about being Secretary of State; I 
think Mr. St. John the greateft young man I ever 
knew; wit, capacity, beauty, quicknefs of apprc- 
henlion, good learning, and an excellent tafte; tbe 
beft orator in the Houfe of Commons, admirable 
converfation, good nature, and good manners; ge- 
nerous, and a dcfpifer of money. His only fault is 
talking to his friends in way of complaint of too 
great a load of bufinefs, which looks a little like 
affcftation : and he endeavours too much to mix the 
fine Gentleman, and man of pleafure, with the man 

of 
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if bufinefs. What truth and iincerity he may have 
know not : he is now but thirty-two, and has been 
ecretary above a year. Is not all this extraordinary ? 
ow he ftands with the Queen and Lord Treafurer 
have told you before. This is his cbarafter; and 

believe you will be diverted by knowing it. I 
Tit to the Archbifhop of Dublin, Biihop of Cloyne, 
id of Clogher together, five weeks ago from Wind- 
er: i hope they had my letters; pray know if 
logher had his. — Fig for your Phyfician and his 
Ivice, Madam Dingley 5 if I grow worfe^ I will ; 
therwife I will trull: to temperance and exercife t 
)ur fall of the leaf; what care I when the leaves 
11 ? I am forry to fee them fall with all my heart ; 
lit v^hy fhould I take phyfick becaufe leaves fall 
f from trees ? that won't hinder them from falling. 
' a man falls from a horfe, mud I take phyfick 
>r that ?---This arguing makes you mad ; but it is 
uc right reafon, not to be diiprovcd. — I am glad 

heart to hear poor Stella is better; ufe exercife 
id walk, fpend pattens and fpare potions, wear out 
ogs and wafte claret. Have you found out my 
in of the filhmonger ? don't read a word more till 
m have got it. And Stella is handfome again, you 
y ? and is (he fat ? I h ^ve fent to Leigh the fet of 
xaminers; the firfl thirteen were written by fe* 
:ral hands, fome good, fome bad ; the next three 
id thirty were all by one hand, that makes forty-* 
c: * then that author, whoever he was^ laid it 

O 2 down 

* Here the Doctor's memory failed him a little : he fhould have 
Id, the firfl twelve were written by fcveral hands (for Swift's Ex- 
Qiners commenced wlih No. 13), and the next thirty-two were by one 

hand. 
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down on purpofe to confound gueifers ; and die hft 
iix were written by a woman. Then there is an 
account of Guifcard by the fame woman, but the 
fadts fent by Prefto. Then an Anfwer to the Letter 
to the Lords about Greg by Prefto; Prior's Journey 
by Prefto; Vindication of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough entirely by the fame woman ; Comment on 
Hare's Sermon by the fame woman, only hints fent 
to the Printer from Prefto to give her. Then there's 
the Mifcellany , an apron for Stella, a pound of cho- 
colate without fugar for Stella, a fine fnuiF-rafp of 
ivory, given me by Mrs. St. John for Dingley, and a 
large roll of tobacco, which (he muft hide or cut 
fliorter out of modcfty, and four pair of fpedtaclcs 
for the Lord knows who. There's the cargo, I 
hope it will come fafe. Oh, Mrs. Mafliam and I 
arc very well ; we write to one another, but it is upon 
bufinefs; I believe I told you fo before: pray par- 
don my forgetfulnefs in thefe cafes; poor Prefto 
can't help it. MD fhall havethe money as foon as 
Tooke gets it. And fo I think I have anfwered 
all, and the paper is out, and now I have fetcht up 

hand, in all forty four. Vid. his Letter to Stella, dated June 7, 1711. 
If the Reader has aoy doubt of this matter (ill remaining, let him 
confult the two lad paragraphs of the forty-fourth Esuiminer; and iax 
curiofity, if he pleafes, read the firft paragraph of the fbrty-fiftk 
Number, where he will find the Examiner intends to proceed on t 
plan quite different from Swift's courfe of politicks. Hovi-evcr, it 
fix or eight weeks after Swift became filent, the Examiner was laid 
down, 'although revived again the December fallowing, and continued 
to be a lively and (pirlted paper for two or three months, the iivrirers 
of it being fupplied with hints from Mr. Secretary St. John and Dr* 
Swift. But the MtniHry having then obtained their ends in Parlia- 
ment, and the peace being in great forwardne^, they fuilered the 
Examiner to fink ag^in into obfcuricy and dulncTd. 
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my week, and will fend you another this day fort- 
night. — Why, you rogues, two crowns make tench-- 
ill'ling: you are fo dull you could never have found 
it out. Farcwel, &c. &c. 



M 
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London, Nov, 3, 17 11. 

Y thirty- third lies now before me juft finiflied, 
and I am going to feal and fend it, fo let me 
know whether you would have me add any thing ; 
I gave you my journal of this day; and it is now 
nine at night, and I am going to be buiy for an hour 
or two, ' 

4. I left a friend's houfe to-day where I was in- 
vited, juft when dinner was fettingon, and pretended 
I was engaged, becaufe I faw fome fellows I did 
not know; and went to Sir Matthtw Dudley's, ^herc 
I had the iame inconvenience, but he would not let 
<nc go ; otherwife I would h^ve gone homCi and fent 
for a ^ice of mutton and a pot of ale, rather than 
d^nc with pcrfons pnknown, as bad fpr aqght I 
know as your Deans, Parfons, and Curates. Bad 
flabby weather to-day. — Now methinl^s I write at 
pafe, when I have no letter of MD's to anfwcr. But 
I miftook, and havp got the large paper. The 
Queen is laid up with the gout at Hampton-Court • 
Ihc is now feldom without it any long time together; 
I fear it will wear her out in a very few years. I 
plainly find I have lefs twitchings about my toes fince 
helc Minifttrs are fick and out of town, aqd that 1 
don't dine with them. I would compound for a light 
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feafy gout to be pcrfeftly well in my head. — -Praj^ 
walk when the frofk comes, young Ladies, go ^ 
froft-biting. It comes into my head, that ft'om the 
very time yoii firft went to Ireland I have been al- 
ways plying you to wall? and read. The young fel- 
lows here have begun a kind of fafhion, to walk, and 
many of them have got fwinging ftrong ftioes on 
purpofe; it has got as far as feveral young Lords | 
if it hold, it woqld be a very good thing. Lady 
Lucy and I are fallen out : fhe rails at me, and I 
have left vifiting her. 

5. MD was very troublcfome tq me laft night 
in my fleep -, 1 was a dreamed, methought, that Stella 
was here : I afked her after Dingley, and (he faid, 
ihe had left her in Ireland, becaufe (he defigned her 
flay to be (hort, and fuch ftufF. — Monfieur Pont- 
chartrain, the Secretary of State in France, an4 
Monfieur Fontenelle, the Secretary of the Royal 
Academy there (who writ the Dialogues des mortSi 
t^c.) have fent letters to Lord Pembroke, that the 
Academy have, with the King's confentjj chofcn 
him one of their Members, in the room of one 
who is lately dead. But the cautious Gentleman 
has given me the letters to (hew my Lord Dart- 
mouth and Mr, S^. John, our two Secretaries, and 
let them fee there is no treafon in them ; which I 
Vvill do on Wednefday, when they come from 
Hampton-Court. The letters are very handfomcj 
and it is a yery great mark of honour and diftinftiofj 
to Lord Pembroke. I hear the two French Minif- 
ters are come over again about the peace ; but I have 
fcen nobody of confequence to know the truth. | 
J dined 
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dined to*day with a Lady of my acquaintance, who 
was iick, in her bed-chamber, upon three herrings 
and a chicken ; the dinner was my befpeaking. We 
-begin now to have chefnuts and Seville oranges ^ 
have you the latter yet ? 'Twas a terrible windy day, 
and we had proceflions in carts of the Pope and the 
Devilp and the butchers rang their cleavers j you 
know this is the fifth of November, popery and 
gun-powder. 

6. Since I am ufed to this way of writing, I fancy 
I could hardly make out a long letter to MD with- 
out it. I think I ought to allow for every line 
taken up by telling you where I dined ; but that 
will not be above feven lines in all, half a line to a 
dinner. Your Ingoldfby is going over, and they fay 
here, he is to be made a Lord. — Here was I ftaying 
in my room till two this afternoon for that puppy 
Sir Andrew Fountain, who was to go with me into 
the city, and never came ; and if I had not (hot a 
dinner flying, with one Mr. Murray, I might have 
failed, or gone to an ale-houfe. — You never faid one 
word of goody Stoyte in your letter ; but I fuppofc 
theic Winter nights we fhall hear more of her. — 
Does the Provoft laugh as much as he ufed to do ? 
we reckon him here a good-for-nothing fellow.— I 
defign to write to your Dean one of thcfe days, but 
I can never find time, nor what to fay. I will think 
of fomcthing : but if DD * were not in Ireland, I 
believe .ferioufly I fliould not think of the place 
twice a year. Nothing there ever makes the fubjed: 
pf talk in any company where I am. 

^ Ihefe two initial letters include both Stella and Dlngley. 
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7. I went to-day to the city on t^ufinefs ; bu{ 
ftopt at a Primer's arjd ftaid there ; it was a moft 
delicious day. I hpar the Parliament is to be pro- 
rogued for a fortnight longer ; I fpppofc, either bc- 
jcaufc the Queen has the gout, or that Lord Trca- 
furer is not well, or that fhey vypujd do fomcthing 
more toward? a pe^ce. I palled ^t Lord Treafurer's 
at noon, and fat « while ^ith I^ord Hurley, but hij 
father was aflcep. A Bookfellcr has reprinted or 
pew-titled a Sermoji of Tom Swift's prinfedl laft 
year, and publishes an adyertifement calling it Dr. 
Swift's Sermon. Some friend of Lord Gal way hasi 
by his dire(%Qns, publifhed a fQur-fhilling book 
^bout hi$ conduct in Spaln^ to defend him 1 I havf 
but jqft feen it. But what care you for books, exr 
cept Prefto's Mifcellanie? ? Leigh promifed to call 
and fee me, biit ha$ not yet -, I hope he will take carp 
of his cargo, and get your Chefter box. fi murraia 
take that box; every thing is fpoiled that is in it. 
How does the ftropg box do ? you fay nothing of 
Raymond ; is hijs wife brought to bed again ; or 
howf ha§ he fini/hed his houfe; paid his debts; 
and put out the reft of jhe money to ufc ? I am 
glad tp hear poor Joe is like to get his two hundred 
pound?. I fuppofe Trim is now reduced to flavcry 
again, I aqi glad of it ; the people were as great 
rafcals as the Gentlemen. But I muft gp to bedi 
firrahs ; the Secretary is ftill at Hampton-Court with 
my papers, or is conie only to-night. They pligiw 
me with attending them. 

8. I was with the Secretary this morning, and wp 
dined with Prior, and did bufinefs this afternoon till 

about 
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>out eight, and I muft alter and undo, and a cluuer: 
am glad the Parliament is prorogued. I (laid with 
rior till eleven i the Secretary left us at eight, 
rior, I believe, urill be one of xhofe employed to 
lake the peace, when a congrefs is opened. Lord 
Lfhburnham told to-day at the coffce-houfe, that 
fOrd Harley was yefterday morning married to the 
>Qke of Newcaftle's daughter, the great he'u-efs, and 
: got about all the town. But I faw Lord Harley 
efterday at noon in his night-gown, and he dined in 
he city with Prior and others j fo it is not true : 
^t I hope it will be fo ; for I know, it has been 
•rivatcly managing this long time : the Lady will 
lot have half her father's estate ; for the Duke left 
^ord Pelhaiji's fon his heir; the widow Duchefe 
^ill not (land fp the will, and /lie is now at law 
mth Pcjhana. However, at worft, the girl will 
liave about ten thoufand pounds a year, to fupport 
the honour : for Lord Treafurer will never fave a 
groat for himfclf. Lord Harley is a very valuable 
young Gentleman ; and they fay the girl is hand- 
jlbmc, and has good fenfe, but red hair. 

9. I defigncd a.jaunt into the city to-day to be 
Qicrry, but was difappointed ; fo one always is in 
this life ; and I could not fee Lord Dartmouth tc- 
hy, with whom I had fome bufincfs. Eufmefs 
md pleafurebpth difappointed. You can go to your 
)can, and for want of him, goody Stoyte, or Walls, 
>r Manley, and meet every where with ctrrds and 
larct. 1 dined privately with a friend on a herring 
nd chicken, and half a flaflc of bad Florence! I 
)eoin to have fires now, when fhe mprnings arc 

cold; 
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cold ; I have got feme loofe bricks at the back of 
my grate for good hufbandry. Fine weather. Pa- 
trick tells me, my caps are wearing out ; I know 
not how to get others. I want a neceilary woman 
ftrangely ; I am as helplefs as an elephant. — I bad 
three pacqucts from the Archbifliop of Dublin, coft 
me four {hillings, all about Higgins, printed fluff, 
and two long letters. His people forget to encloib 
them to JL/ewis; and they were only direded to 
Doftor Swift, without naming London or any thing 
clfe: I wonder how they reached me, unlefs the 
Poft-maftcr directed them, J have read all die 
tra(h, and an? weary, 

lo. Why; if you muft have it out, fometbiog 
is to be publifhed' of great moment, and three or 
four great people are to fee there are no miftakcs in 
point of fadl; and *tis fo troublefomc to fend it 
among them, and get their corrections, that I am 
weary as a dog. I dined to-day with the Printer,, 
and was there all the afternoon ; and it plagues m^ 
and there's an end, and what would you have ? Lady 
Dupplin, Lord Treafurer's daughter, is brought to 
bed of a fon. Lord Treafurer has had an ugly re- 
turn of his gravel. 'Tis good for us to live in 
gravel-pits, but not for gravel-pits to live in us : a 
man in this cafe fhould leave no ftone unturncA 
Lord Treafurer's ficknefs, the Queen's gout, the for- 
warding the peace, occafion putting off the Parlia- 
ment a fortnight longer. My head has had no ill 
. returns. I had good walking to-day in the city, 
and take all opportunities of it on purpofe for my 
health ; but I can't walk in the Park^ becauie that 

is 
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\s only for walking fake, and lofcs time, fo I mix it 
with bufinefs : I wifti MD walked half as much as 
Prcfto. If I was with you, Td make you walk ; 
I would walk behind or before you, and you flibuld 
have maflcs on, and be tuckt up like any thing, and 
Stella is naturally a flout walker, and carries herfelf 
firm, methinks I fee her ftrut, and ftep clever over a 
kennel ; and Dingley would do well enough, if her 
petticoats were pinned up ; but (he is fo embroiled^ 
and fp fearful, and then Stella fcolds, and Dingley 
ftuiQbles, and is fo daggled. Have you got the 
whtlcrbone petticoats amongft you yet? I hate 
them ; a woman here may hide a moderate gallant 
under them. Pihaw, what's all this I'm faying? 
Snethinks I an), talking to MD face to face. 

1 1. Did I t^ll you that old Frowde, the old fool, 
is felling his eftate at Pepperhara, and is fculking 
about the town no body knows where ? and who do 
you think manages all this for him, but that rqgue 
Child, the double Squire of Farnham ? I have put 
Mrs. Mafhan^, the Queen's favourite, upon buying 
. it ; but that is yet a great fecret ; and I have em- 
* ployed Lady Oglethorp to enquire about it, I was 
Vith Lady Oglcthorp to-day, who is come to town 
. for a week or two, and to-morrow I will fee to hunt 
put the old fool ; he is utterly ruined, and at this 
prefent in fome blind alley with fome dirty wench. 
He has two fons that muft ftarve, and he never gives 
them a farthing. If Mrs. Maftiam buys the land, 
J will dcfire her to get the Queen to give fome pen- 
fion to the old fool, to keep him from abfolutely 
jdarving. What do you meddle with other peoples 

affairs 
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affairs for ? fays Stella. O, but Mr. Mafham and 
his wife are very urgent with me, fince I firft put 
them in the head of it. I dined with Sir Matthew ; 
Dudley, who, I doubt, will foon lofe his employ*- i 
ment. 

12." Morning. I am going to hunt out old 
Frowde, and to do fomc bufinefs in the city. I have 
not yet called to Patrick to know whether it be fair. 
It has been pad dropping thefc two days. Rainy 
weather hurts my pate and my purfe. He tells mc 
'tis very windy, and begins to look dark ; woe be 
to my (hillings ; an old faying and a true ; Few 
fillings, many (hillings. If the day be dark, my 
purfe will be light. To my enemies be this curfe; 
A dark day and a light purfe. And fo I'll rife, and 
go to my fire, for Patrick tells me I have a fire ; yet 
it is not (having day, nor is the weather cold ; this 
is too extravagant. What is become of Dilly ? I 
fuppofe you have him with you. Stella is Juft now 
(hewing a white leg, and putting it into the flip- 
per. — Prefent my fervice to her, and tell her I am 
engaged to the Dean ; and defire (he will come too; 
or, Dingley, can't you write a note ? This is Stellas 
morning dialogue, no, morning fpeech I meao.-f 
Morrow, firrahs, and let me rife as well as you; 
but I promife you Walls can't dine with the DeaQ ' 
to-day, for (he is to be at Mrs. Proby's juft after 
dinner, and to go with Gracy Spencer to the (hops 
to buy a yard of muflin^ and a filver lace for an un- 
der-petticoat. Morrow again, firrahs. — At night. I 
dined with Stratford in the city, but could not finiib 
my affairs with him; but now I have refolved to 

buy 
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ly five hundred pounds South-Sea ftock, which 
ill coft me three hundred and eighty ready money ; 
id I will make ufe of the bill of a hundred pounds 
:>u fcnt me, and transfer Mrs. Walls over to 
'awkfliaw ; or, if (he diflikes it, I will borrow a 
jndred pounds of the Secretary, and repay her. 
hrce fliillings coach-hire to-day. I have ipoken 

Frowde's brother, to get me the loweft price of 
ic eftate, to tell Mrs. Mafliam. 

13.1 dined privately with a friend to-day in the 
nghbourhood. Laft Saturday night I came home, 
id the drab had juft waflied my room, and my bcd- 
lamber was all wet, and I was forced to go to bed 
I my own defence, and no fire : I was fick on Sun- 
ay, and now have got a fwinging cold. I fcolded 
ke a dog at Patrick, although he was out with me : 

dcted waftiing of rooms : can't they wafli them in 
morning, and make a fire, and leave open the win- 
ows ? I ilept not a wink lad night for hawking 
ndi fpitting : and now every body has colds. Here's 

clatter : Til go to bed and deep if I can. 

14. Lady Mountjoy fent to me two days ago, fo 

dioed with her to-day, and in the evening went 
fee Lord Treafurer. I found Patrick had been 
aft there with a how d'ye, and my Lord had re- 
amed anfwer, that he defired to fee me. Mrs. 
4fl(ham was with him when I came; and they are 
lever difturbed : 'tis well (he is not very handfome : 
hey fit alone together, fettling the nation. I fat 
vidi Lady Oxford, and (lopt Mrs. Mafham as fhe 
ame out, and told her what progrefs I had made» 
fc» and then went to Lord Treafurer : he is very 

well. 
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well, only uneafy at rifing or fitting, with foriid 
rheumatick pain in his thigh, and a foot weak. He 
fhewed me a fmall paper, fent by an unknown 
band to one Mr. Cook, who fent it to my Lord t 
it was written in plain large letters, thus; 

Though G d*s knife did not fucceedi 
A F ns yet may do the Deedi. 

And a little below : Burn this you Dog. My Lord 
has frequently fuch letters as thefe : once he (hewed 
me one, which was a vifion defcribing a certain mani 
his drefs, his fword, and his countenance, who was 
to murder my Lord. And he told me> he faw a 
fellow in the chapel at Windfor with a drefs vciy 
like it. They often fend him letters figned Your 
humble fervant. The Devi/, and fuch ftufF. I ia( 
with him till after ten, and have bufmefs to do. 

15. The Secretary came yefterday to town from 
Hampton-Court, fo I went to him early this morn- 
ing ; but he went back lad night again : and com^ 
ing home to-night I found a letter from him to 
tell me, that he was juft come from Hampton- 
Court, and jud returning, and will not be here till 
Saturday night. A pox take him ; he flops all mj 
buiinefs. Til beg leave to come back when I hare 
got over this ; and hope to fee MD in Ireland fooa 
after Chriftmas. — I'm weary of Courts^ and \mH 
my journies to Laracor ; they did me more good 
than all the minidries thefe twenty years. I dined 
to-day in the city, but did no buiinefs as I de* 
figned. Lady Mountjoy tells me, that Dilly is gQt 
to Ireland^ and that the Archbifliop of Dublin \v»s 

the 
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the caufc of his returning fb foon. The Parliament 
was prorogued two days ago for a fortnight, which, 
with the Qijeen's abfence, makes the town very 
dull, and empty. They tell me the Duke of Or- 
mond brings all the world away with him from Ire<» 
land. London has nothing To bad in it in Winter, 
as your knots of Irifh folks 1 but I go to no Coffee^ 
houfe, and fo I feldom fee them. This letter (hall 
go on Saturday ; and then I am even with the world 
again « I have lent money, and cannot get it, and 
am forced to borrow for myfelf. 

i6. My man made a blunder this morning, and 
let up a vifiter^ when I had ordered to fee no-body ^ 
fo I was forced to hurry a hang-dog inftrument of 
mine into my bed-chamber, and keep him cooling 

his heels there above an hour, 1 am going on 

fairly in the common forms of a great cold; I be- 
lieve it will laft me about ten days in all. — —I fliould 
have told you that in thofe two verfes fent to Lord 

Trcafurcr, the G d ftands for Guifcard ; that is 

eafy ; but we differed about F > — n ; I thought it 
was for Frenchman, becaufe he hates them, and 
they him : and fo it would be. That although Guif- 
card's knife mifs'd its defign, the knife of a French- 
man might yet do it. My Lord thinks it Hands 
for Felton, the name of him that dabbed the firft 
Duke of fiuckingham. — Sir Andrew Fountain and 
I dined with the Vans to-day, and my cold made 
me loiter all the evening. Stay, young women, 
don't you begin to owe me a letter ? juft a month to- 
day fince I had your N. 22. I'll ftay a week longer, 
and then Til expcA like agog ; till then you may 

play 
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play at ombre, and fo forth, as you picafe. TW 
Whigs are (Mil crying down our Peace, but we wit 
have it, I hope, in fpite of them : the Emperor 
eomes now with his two eggs a penny, and pro- 
raifes wonders to continue the war i but it is toa 
late ; only I hope the fear of it will fervc to Ipur 
on the French to be cafy and fincere* Night, finahs ; 
I'll go early to bed. 

ij. Morning- This goes to-night ; I will put it 
myfclf in the poft-office. I hadjuft now a long 
ktter from the Archbiftiop of Dublin^ giving mc 
tn account of the ending your feflions, hovtr it ended 
in a ftorm; which ftorm, by the time it arrives 
here, will be only half nature* I can't help it, I 
won t bide. I often advifed the diiTolution of that 
Parliament, although I did not think the fcoundrelt 
had fo much courage ; but they have it only in the 
wrong, like a bully that will fight for a whore, and 
run away in an army. I believe^ by feveral things 
the Archbiftiop fays, he is not very well either with* 
the government or clergy. — See how luckily my 
paper ends with a fortnight. — God Almighty bicfr 
and prcfervc dearcft little MD. — I fuppofe your 
Lord-lieutenant is now fetting out for England.' 
1 wonder the BiQiop of Clogher docs not write to 
me ; or let me know of his llatues, and how he 
likes them : I will write to him again, as foon as I 
have leifure. Farewel, deareft MD» and love Prefto^ 
who loves MD infinitely above all earthly things^ 
and who will. — My fervice to Mrs. Stoyte, and 
Catherine. I'm fitting in my bed ; but will rife to 
&al this. Morrow, dear rogues. Farewel agaio# 
deareft MD, (^c. L E T^ 
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LETTER XXXV. 

London, Nov. 17, 171 1. 

[PUT my laft this evening in the poft-officc, I 
dined with Dr. Cockburn. This being Queen 
Elizabeth's birth-day, we have the D — and all to 
lo among us. I juft heard of the ftir as my letter 
vas fealed this morning ; and was fo crofs I would 
lot open it to tell you. I have been vifiting Lady 
Dglethorp and Lady Worfley ; the latter is lately 
x>me to town tor the Winter, and with child, and 
^hat care you? This is Queen Elizabeth's birth- 
iay, ufually kept in this town by prentices, &c. 
but the Whigs defigned a mighty proceflion by mid- 
night, and had laid out a thoufand pounds to drefs 
lip the Pope^ Devil, Cardinals, Sachcverell, &c. 
md carry them with torches about, and burn them. 
rhey did it by contribution. Garth gave five gui<^ 
ticas. Dr. Garth I mean, if ever you heard of him. 
But they were feized lafl night, by order from the 
Scaetary : you will have an account of it, for they 
bawl it about the ftreets already. They had fome 
recy foolifh and mifchievous deiigns; and it was 
thought they would have put the rabble upon afTault- 
bg my Lord Treafurer's houfe, and the Secretary's ; 
uid other violences. The Militia was raifed to pre- 
vent it, and now, Ifuppofe, all will be quiet. The 
Bgures arc now at the Secretary's office at White- 
\^L I defign to fee them if I can. 

18. I was this morning with Mr. Secretary, who 
uft came from Hampton-*Court. .He was telling 

VojL. XV. P mQ 
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me more particulars about this bufinefs of burning 
the Pope. It coft a great deal of money, and had 
it gone on, would have coft three times as much: 
but the town is full of it, and half a dozen Grub- 
ftreet papers already. The Secretary and I dined at 
Brigadier Britton's, but I left them at fix, upon an 
appointment with fome fober company of men and 
Ladies, to drink punch at Sir Andrew Fountain's. 
We were not very merry ; and I don't love rack 
punch, I love it better with brandy ; are you of my 
opinion ? Why then, twelve-penny weather; lirrahs* 
why don't you play at fliuttlecock ? I have thought 
of it a hundred times ; faith Prefto will come over 
after Chriftmas, and will play with Stella before the 
cold weather is gone. Do you read the Spedlators ? 
I never do; they never come in my way; I goto 
no Coffee-houfes, They fay abundance of them are 
very pretty ; they are going to be printed in fmall 
volumes ; 111 bring them over with me. I (hull be 
out of my hurry in a week, and if Leigh be not 
gone over, I will fend you by him what lam now 
finifhing. I don't know where Leigh is ; I have 
not fcen him this good while, though he promifcd 
to call : I fliall fend to him. The Queen comes 
to town on Thurfday for good and all. 

19. I was this morning at Lord Dartmouth's of- 
fice, and ferit out for him from the Committee of 
Council, about fome bufinefs. I was afking hiiri 
more concerning this buftle about the figures in 
wax -work of the Pope, and Devil, &c. He was 
not at leifure, or he would have feen them. I hear 
the owners are fo impudent, that they dcfign to rc- 
2 plcvia 
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pleviii them by law. I am affured that the figure 
of the Devil is made as like Lord Treafurer as they 
could. Why ; I dined with a friend in St. James's- 
ftrcct. Lord Treafurer, I am told, was abroad to- 
day ; I will know to-morrow how he does after it. 
The Duke of Marlborough is come, and was ycf- 
terday at HamptonXourt with the Queen; no, it 
was t'other day; no, it was yeflcrday; for to-day, 
I remember Mr. Secretary was going to fee him, 
when I was there, not at the Duke of Marlborough's, 
but at the Secretary's ; the Duke is not fo fond of 
mc. What care I ? I won fcven (hillings to-night 
at picquet : I play twice a year or fo. 

20. I have been fo teafcd with Whiggifli dif- 
courfe by Mrs. Barton and Lady Betty Germain, 
never faw the like. They turn all this affair of 
the pope-burning into ridicule ; and indeed they 
have made too great a clutter about it, if they had 
no real reafon to apprehend fome tumults. I dined 
with Lady Betty. I hear Prior's commilTion is 
paflfed to be Ambaffador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary for the Peace ; my Lord Privy-feal, who 
you know is Bifhop of Briftol, is the other ; and 
Lord Strafford, already Ambaffador at the Haguc> 
the third : I am forced to tell you ignorant fluts 
who is who. I was punning fcurvily with Sir An- 
drew Fountain and Lord Pembroke this evening ; 
do you ever pun now ? Sometimes with the Dean, 
or Tom Leigh. Prior puns very well. Odfo, I 
muft go fee his Excellency, 'tis a noble advance- 
ment : but they could do no lefs, after fending him 
to France. Lord Strafford is as proud as hell, and 
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how he will bear one of Prior's mean birth on an 
equal charaAer with him, I know not. And b I 
go to my bufinefs^ and bid you good night. 

21. I was this morning bufy with my printer; 
I gave him the fifth fheet, and then 1 went and 
dined with him in the city, to corrcd ibmething, 
and alter, &c. and I walked home in the dufk, and 
Che rain overtook me : and I found a letter here from 
Mr. Lewis ; well, and fo I opened it ; and he (ays. 
The Peace is paft danger, &c. Well ; and fo there 
was another letter inclofed in his ; well ; and fb I 
looked on the outfide of this t'other letter. Well ; 
and ib who do you think this t'other letter was 
from ? Well; and fo I'll tell you, it was from little 
MD, N. 23, 23, 23, 23. I tell you it is no more, 
I have told you fo before * : but I juft looked again 
to fatisfy you. Hie, Stella, you write like an Em- 
peror, a great deal together ; a very good hand, and 
but four falfe fpellings in all. Shall I fend them ta 
you ? I am glad you did not take my corre<flion ill. 
Well ; but I won't anfwer your letter now, firrah 
fancy boxes, no, no; not yet; juft a month and 
three days from the laft, which is juft five wedcs : 
you fee it comes juft when I begin to grumble. 

22.' Morning. Tooke has juft brought me Ding- 
ley's money. I will give you a note for it at the 
end of this letter. There was half a crown for en- 
tering the letter of attorney : but I fworc to flop 
that. I'll fpend your money bravely here. Mor- 
row, dear firrahs. At night. I dined to-day 



* Nothing was ever more in Swift's ftyle and manner of 
iation, than thcfe repetitions and the words following. 
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with Sir Thomas Hanmer ; his wife^ the Duchefs 
of Grafton^ dined with us : (he wears a great high 
head-drefsy Aich as was in fafhion fifteen years ago^ 
and looks like a mad-woman in it ; yet (he has great 
remains of beauty. I was this evening to fee Lord 
Harlfy, and thought to have fat with Lord Trea- 
furer 9 but he was taken up with the Dutch Envoy 
and fuch folks ; and I would not flay. One parti- 
cular in life here different from what I have in 
Dublin^ is, that whenever I come home I expedl to 
find fome letter for me, and feldom mifs ; and 
never any worth a farthing, but often to vex me. 
The Queen does not come to town till Saturday. 
Prior is not yet declared ; but thefe Minifters be- 
ing at Hampton-Court I know nothing ; and if I 
write news from common hands, it is always lies. 
You will think it affedtation; but nothing has 
vexed me more for fome months paft, than peo- 
ple I never faw, pretending to be acquainted with 
me, and yet fpeak ill of me too ; at lead fome of 
them. An old crooked Scotch Countefs, whom I 
never heard of in my life, told the Duchefs of 
Hamilton t'other day, that I often vifited her. Peo- 
ple of worth never do that ; fo that a man only 
gets the fcandal of having fcurvy acquaintance^ 
Three Ladies were railing againft me fome time 
ago, and faid they were very well acquainted with 
me ; two of which I had never heard of; and the 
third I had only feen twice where I happened to vifit. 
A man who has once feen me in a Coffec-houfe 
will afk me how I do, when he fees me talking at 
Court with a Minifter of ftate ; who is fure to alk 
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xnc, how I came acquainted with that fcoundrtl, 
But come, firrahs, this is all fluff to you, fo TJI 
fay no more on this fide the paper, but turn over. 

23. My printer invited Mr. Lewis and me to 
dine at a tavern to-day, which I have not done five 
times fincc I came to England ; I never will'call it 
Britain, pray don't call it Britain. My week is not 
out, and one fide of this paper is out, and I have a let- 
ter to anlwer of MD's into the bargain : mufl I write 
on the third fide ? faith that will give you an ill habit, 
I faw Leigh lafi: night : he gives a terrible account of 
Sterne; he reckons he is feduced by fome wench; 
he is over head and ears in debt, and has pawned 
ieveral things. Leigh fays he goes on Monday next 
for Ireland, but believes Sterne will not go with 
him; Sterne has kept him thefe three months; 
Leigh has got the apron and things, and promifes 
jo call for the box at Chefter; but I defpair of it. 
Good night, firrahs; I have been late abroad. 

24. I have finiflied my pamphlet to-day, which 
has cofl me fo much time and trouble; it will 
be publifiicd in three or four days, when the Par- 
liament begins fitting. I fuppofe the Queen is come 
to town, but know nothing, having been in the 
city finilhing and correSing with the printer. Whea 
I came home I found letters on my table as ufual, 
and one from your mother, to tell me, that you 
defirc your writings and a pidlure fhould be fent to 
me, to be fent over to you. I have jufl anfwered 
her letter, and promifed to take care of them if 
ihey be fent to me. She is at Farnham*: it is too 
late to fend them by Leigh; bcfidcs, I will wait 

your 
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^ur orders^ Madam Stella. I am going to finifh a 
etter to Lord Trcafurer about reforming our lan- 
guage; but £rfl: I mud put an end to a ballad; 
ind go you to your cards* firrahs, this is card fcafon. 

25. I was early with the Secretary to-day, but 
ic was gone to his devotions, and to receive the 
iacrament; feveral rakes did the fame; it was not 
or piety, but employments; according to aft of 
Parliament. I dined with Lady Mary Dudley ; and 
)aft my time fince inlipidly, only I was at Court 
It noon, and faw fiifiy acquaintance I had not met 
his long time : that is the advantange of a Court, 
ind I fancy I am better known than any man that 
50CS there* Sir John Walters' quarrel with me has 
entertained the town ever fince ; and yet we never 
liad a word, only he railed at me behind my back. 
rhe Parliament is again to be prorogued for eight 
^r nine days ; for the Whigs are too llrong in the 
Houfe of Lords : other reafons are pretended, but 
Jiat is the truth. The prorogation is not yet known, 
i)ut will be to-morrow. 

26. Mr. Lewis and I dined with a friend of his* 
md unexpcdedly there dined with us an Irifli Knight, 
>ne Sir John St. Leger, who Jblfows the law here, 
3ut at a great diftance : he was fo pert, I was forced 
to take him down more than once. I faw to-day 
the Pope, and Devil, and the other figures of Car- 
dinals, &c. fifteen in all, which have made fuch a 
noife. I have put an under- ftrapper upon writing 
a two-penny pamphlet to give an account, of the 
whole defign. My large pamphlet will be pub- 
Uibed to-morrow^ copies are fent to the great men 

? i this 
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this night. Domville is come home from his tra* 
vel^; J am vexed at it; I have not feen him yet; 
I defign to prefent him to all the great men. 

27. Domville came to me this morning, and we 
dine(l at Pon tack's, and were all day together, till 
fix this evening; he is perfedly as fine a -gentle- 
man as I know ; he fet me down at Lord Trca- 
fiirer's, with whom I fiaid about an hour, till Mon- 
fieur Buys, the Dutch Envoy, came to him about 
bufinefs. My Lord Treaftirer is pretty well ; but 
flifFin the hips with the remains of the rheumatifro. 
I am to bring Domville to my Lord Harley in a 
day or two. It was the dirtied rainy day that ever 
I faw. The pamphlet * is publiflied ; Lord Trca- 
furer had it by him on the table, and was aiking 
me about the mottos in the title page; he gave me 
one of them himfelf. I muft fend you the pam- 
phlet if I can. 

28. Mrs. Van fent to me to dine with her to- 
day, becaufe fome Ladies of my acquaintance were 
to be there ; and there I dined. I was this morn- 
ing to return Domville his vifit, and went to vifit 
Mrs. Mafliam, who was not within. I am turned 
out of my lodging by my landlady: it feems her 
hufband and her fon are coming home ; but I have 
taken another lodging hard by, in Leicefter-fields. 
I prefented Mr. Domville to Mr. Lewis and Mr. 
Prior this morning. Prior and I are called the two 
Sofias in a Whig news-paper. Sofias, can you read 
it? The pamphlet begins to make a noife; I wa$ 

• T^s pamphlet wa* The ConM oftht Mieu 

a(l;cd 
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(ked by feveral 4K^hetbcr I had feen it^ and they ad<r 
ifed mc to read it, for it was fomething very cx- 
raordinary. I (hall be fufpedlcd ; and it will have 
bveral paultry anfwers. It muf^ take its fate, as 
ravage £ud of his fcrmon that he preached at Farn*p 
lam on Sir William Temple's death. Domville 
aw Savage in Italy, and fays he is a coxcomb, and 
lalf mad : he goes in red, and with yellow waift-r 
xxits, and was at ceremony kneeling to the Pope 
m a Palm-Sunday, which is much more than kifllng 
lid toe ; and I believe it will ruin him here ^^en 
cis told. rU anfwer your letter in my new lodg- 
ngs: I have hardly room; I muft borrow from 
hn other fide. 

29. New lodgings. My printer came this morn- 
ing to tell me he muft immediately print a fecond 
edition, and Lord Treafurer made one or two fmall 
idditions : they mufl work day and night to have 
it out on Saturday ; they fold a thoufand in two 
Jays. Our fociety met to-day, nine of us were 
prtCent, we dined at our brother Bathurfts: we 
made feveral regulations, and have chofen three 
new members. Lord Orrery, Jack Hill, who is 
[VIrs. Madiam's brother, he that lately miicarried 
in the expedition to Quebec, and one Colonel DiC* 
aey. We have takeq a room in a hpufe near St. 
James's to meet in. I left them early about cor^ 
redUng the pamphlet, &c. and ano now got home^ 

30. This morning I carried .Domville to fee my 
Lord Harley, and I did fome bufinefs with Lord 
Treafurer^ and have been all this afternoon with the 

piatcr^ 
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printer, adding fomething to the fecond edition. I 
dined with the printer; the pamphlet makes a 
world of noife, and will do a great deal of good: it 
tells abundance of moft important fads which were 
not at all known. Vl\ anfwer your letter to-mor- 
row morning; or fuppofe I anfwer it juft now, 
though it is pretty late. Come then — You fay you 
are bufy with parliaments, &c. that's more than 
ever I will be when I come back ; but you will 
have none thcfe two years. Lord Santry, &c.* 
yes, I have had enough on't. I am glad Dilly is 
mended ; does not he thank me for ihevving him 
the Court and the great people's faces ? He had his 
glafs out at the Queen and the reft. 'Tis right 
what Dilly (ays ; I depend upon nothing from my 
friends; but to go back as I came. Never fear 
Laracor, 'twill mend with a Peace ; or furely 
they'll give me the Dublin parifti. Stella is in the 
right; the Bifhop of Ollbry is the fiUieft, beft-na- 
tured wretch bieathing> of as little confequence as 
^n egg-lliell. Well, the fpclling I have men- 
tioned before ; only the next time fay at /eaji, and 

• Lord Santry was as violent a Whig as Dick Tighe [Vid. Letter 
59 in Dodfley's Collcdlion, dated Feb. lo, 171 1], and Dr. Higgins. 
viho is in this place hinted at by the lie much fach another as Sadie- 
vcrcll ; confequently my Lord was an outrageous enemy and perie- 
tutor of Higgins. However, it happened one day that Lord Santry 
^as looking out of the great window at Local's CofFee-houfe whn 
Higgins was pafling by ; * How do you do, Do6lor?' faid my Lofd, 
in a fnecring contemptuous manner. * Very well, I thank yotit little 
mailer/ faid Higgins. * Let me out, let me out to him,' cried 
Santry in a rage, pretending to leap out of the window, which wis 
not far from thegronnd. * Aye, do,' faid Higgins, * let him oa;. 
I'll foon pitch him in to you again.' 

(jot 
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not at Uft. Pox on your Newbury : what can I do 
for him ? I'll give his cafe (I am glad it is not a 
woman's) to what members I know ; that's all I 
can do. Lord Treafurer's lamenefs goes off daily. 
Pray God preferve poor good Mrs.* Stoyte, (he would 
be a great lofs to us all ; pray give her my fervice, 
and tell her fhe has my heartiefl: prayers. I pity poor 
Mrs. Manley ; but I think the child is happy to 
die, confidering how little provifion it would have 
had. Fob, every pamphlet abufes me, and for things 
.that I never writ. Joe fliould have written me 
thanks for his two hundred pounds : I reckon he 
gat it by my means ; and I muft thank the Duke of 
Ormond, who I dare fwear will fay he did it on my 
account. Are they golden pippins, thofc fcven ap- 
■plcs ? We have had much rain every day as well as 
.you : 7I. 176. 8d. old blunderer, not i8s. I have 
reckoned it 18 times. Hawkfhaw's eight pounds 
is not reckoned ; and if it be fecure, it may lie where 
it is, unlefs they defire to pay it : fo Parvifol may 
let it drop till further orders ; for I have put Mrs* 
Wcfley's money into the bank, and will pay her 

.with Hawkfhaw's. 1 mean that Hawk(haw's 

money goes for an addition to MD, you know ; 
but be good houfe wives. Bernage never comes 
now to fee me; he has no more to afk: but I 
hear he has been ill. — A pox on Mrs. South's af- 
' fair; I can do nothing in it, but by way of aflifting 
any body elfe that folicits it, by dropping a favourable 
word, if it comes in my way. Tell Walls I do no 
more for any body with my Lord Trcafurer, efpecially 
^ thiqg of this kind. Tell hini I have fpent all 

my 
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my difcredon, and have no more to ufe. And 
fo I have anfwcrcd your letter fully and plainly— 
And fo I have got to the third fide of my paper, 
which is m6re than belongs to you, young women. 
It goes to-morrow. To no-body's forrow. You aie 
filly, not I ; I'm a poet. If I had but, fi?c.— 
Who's filly now ? rogues and lafies, tinderboxes and 
buzzards. O Lord, I am in a high vein of filli- 
nefs; methought I was fpeaking to deareft h'ttk 
MD face to face. There ; fo lads, enough for to^ 
night ; to cards with the blackguards. Good night, 
my delight, &c. 

Dec. I . Pifh, firrahs, put a date always at the 
bottom of the letter as well as the top, that I mtj 
know when you fend it ; your laft is of Nov. 34 
yet I had others at the fame time written a fort- 
night after. Whenever you would have any money, 
fend me word three weeks before, and in that time 
you will certainly have an anfwer, with a bill oa 
Parvifol : pray do this -, for my head is full^ and 
it will eafe my memory. Why, I think I quoted 

to you fome of *s letter, fo you may imagine 

how witty the red was ; for it was all of a bnncb, 
as goodman Peefl'^y fays. Pray let us have no more 
Bujpnefs^ but Bujynefs : the Deufe take me if I 
know how to fpell it, your wrong fpelling. Madam 
Stella, has put me out : it does not look right ; let 
me fee, Bujfinefsy Bufynefs^ Bufinefs Bifynefs^ Bifiujsy 
Byfnefs ; faith, I know not which is right, I think 
the fecond ; I believe I never writ the word in my 
life before; yes, fure I mull though; Bufinefs^ 
jB^S/^f Bjj^nefs.^^mm^l have perplcjced myfelf, and 

can't 
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can't do it. Prithee alk Walls. Bujinefs^ I fancy 
chat's right. Yes it is ; I looked in my own pam- 
phlet» and found it twice in ten lines, to convince 
you that I never writ it before. Oh, npw I fee it 
as plain as can be i fo yours is only an s too much. 
The Parliament will certainly meet on Friday next ; 
the Whigs will have a great majority in the Houfe 
of Lords i no care is taken to prevent it ; there is 
too much negledl ; they are warned of it, and that> 
fignifics nothing : it was feared there would be 
iome peevlfh addrefs from the Lords againfl a Peace* 
Tis faid about the town, that feveral of the Allies 
begin now to be content that a Peace fhould be 
treated. This is all the news I have. The Queen 
.is pretty well ; and fo now I bid poor deareft MD 
farewel till to-night, then I will talk with them 
again. 

The fifteen images that I faw were not worth 
forty pounds, fo I ftretched a little when I faid a 
tfaoufand. The Grub-ilreet account of that tumult 
Is ptfblifhed. The Devil is not like Lord Trea- 
ftirer; they were all in your odd antick mafks, 
bought in common (hops. I fear Prior will not be 
one of the Plenipotentiaries. 

I was looking over fome of this letter, and find I 
make manymiftakes of leaving out words ; fo 'tis 
impoflible to find my meaning, unlefs you be con- 
jurers. I will take more care for the future, and 
read over every day juft what I have written that 
day I which will take up no time to fpeak of. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

London, December i, lyit. 

MY laft was put in this evening. I intended 
to dine with Mr. Mafliam to-day, and 
called at White's Chocolate-houfe to fee if he was 
there. Lord Wharton faw me at the door, and I 
faw him, but took no notice, and was going away; 
but he came through the crowd, called after me, 
and afked me how I did, &c. This was pretty ; and 
I believe he wiflied every word he fpoke was a 
halter to hang me. Mafliam did not dine at honic, 
fo I ate with a friend in the neighbourhood. The 
printer has not fent me the. fecond edition ; I know 
not the reafon, for it certainly came out to-day; 
perhaps they are glutted with it already. I found 
a letter from Lord Harley on my table, to tell mc 
that his father defires I would make two fmall al* 
tcrations. I ani guing to be bufy, &c. 

2. Morning, See the blunder; I was making 
it the. 37th day of the month from the numbor 
above. Well, but I am flaying here for old Frowdc, 
who appointed to call this morning : I am ready 
dreiTed to go to church ; I fuppofe he dare not ftir 
out but on Sundays. The printer called early this 
morning, told me the fecond edition went off ycf- 
terday in five houfs, and he mufl have a third ready 
to-morrow, for they might have fold half another ; 
his men are all at work with it, tliough it be Sun* 
day. This old fool will not come, and I fhall mifs 
church. — Morrow, firrahs. — At night. I was at 

Court 
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Court to-day 5 the Queen is well, an4 walked 
through part of the rooms. I dined with the Secre- 
tary, and difpatched fome bufinefs. He tells me, 
the Dutch Envoy defigns to complain of that pam- 
phlet. The noife it makes is extraordinary. It is 
fit it fhould anfwer the pains I have been at about 
it. I fuppofe it will be printed in Ireland. Some 
lay it to Prior, others to Mr. Secretary St. John, 
but I am always the firft they lay every thing to. 
rU go fleep, &c. 

3. I have ordered Patrick not to let any odd fellow 
come up to me ; and a fellow would needs fpeak with 
mc from Sir George Prettyman. I had never heard of 
him, and would not fee the meffenger ; but at laft it 
proved that this Sir George has fold his eftate, and is a 
beggar^ Smithers, the Farnham carrier, brought mc 
this morning a letter from your mother, with three 
papers inclofed of Lady Gifiard's writing ; one own- 
ing fome Exchequer bufinefs of lool. to be Stella's; 
another for lool. that (he has of yours, which I 
made over to you for Marifton ; and a third for 
300I. ; the laft is on ftampt paper. I think they 
had better lie in England in fome good hand till 
Lady GifFard dies; and I will think offomefuch 
hand before I come over. I was aflcing Smithers 
about all the people of Farnham. rMrs. White 
has left off dreding, is troubled with lameneTs and 
fwelled legs, and feld.om ftirs out; but her old 
hang-dog hpfband as hearty as ever. I was this 
morning with Lord Treafurer about fomcthing he 
would have altered in the pamphlet; but it can't 
be till the fourth edition, which I believe will be 
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ibon; for I dined with the printer^ and he t 
me they have fold off half the third. Mrs. Pc 
val and her daughter have been in town tl 
three weeks, which I never heard till to-day; 
Mrs. Wefley is come to town too, to confult 
RadclifFe. The Whigs are refolved to bring 
pamphlet into the Houfe of Lords to have it c 
demned, fo I hear. But the printer will ftand 
it, and not own the author ; he mud fay, he 
it from the penny-poft. Some people talk Sj 
the Houfe of Lords would do fome peevifli thi: 
for the Whigs are now a great majority in it ; 
Minifters are too negligent of fuch things : 1 1: 
never flipt giving them warning ; fome of them 
fenfible of it ; but Lord Treafurer flands too m 
upon his own legs. I fancy his good fortune ' 
bear him out in every thing ; but in reafbn I (he 
think this Miniftry to ftand very unfteady : if t 
can carry a Peace, they may hold ; I believe 
elfe. 

4. Mr. Secretary fent to me to-day to dine v 
him alone ; but we had two more with us, wl 
hindered me doing fome buiinefs. I was this morn 
with young JEiarcourt, fecretary to our fociety, 
take a room for our weekly meetings ; and the 
low aiked us five guineas a week only to have U 
to dine once a week ; was not that pretty ? fo 
broke ofiF with him, and are to dine next Thurl 
at Harcourt's (he is J^ord Keeper's fon). T 
have fold off above half the third edition, and 
fwers are coming out.: the Dutch Envoy reft 
dining with Dr. D*avenant, becaufe he was fufpo 



JOURNAL to STELLA, 225 

write it : I have made fome alterajions in every 
dition, and it has coft me more trouble, for the 
ime, fince the printing than before. ,'Tis fent over 
:o freland> and I fuppofeyou will have it reprinted. 

5. They are now printing the fourth edition, 
^hich is reckoned very extraordinary, confidering 
tis a dear twelvepcnny book, and not bought up in 
numbers by the party to give aw.iy, as the Whigs 
do, but purely upon its own Orcngth. I have got 
an under fpur-leather to write an Examiner again, 
and the Secretary and I will now and then fend 
hints ; but we would have it a little upon the Grub- 
ftrect, to be a match for their writers. I dined with 
Lord Treafurer to-day at five : he dined by himfclf 
rftcr his family, and drinks no claret yet, for fear 
of his rheumatifm, of which he is almoft well. 
Be was very plcafant, as he is always ; yet I fancied 
he was a little touched with the prefent pofture of 
afiairs. The Eleftor of Hanover's Minifter here has 
given in a violent memorial againft the Peace, and 
caufcd it to be printed. The Whig Lords are doing 
their utmoft for a majority againft Friday, and de- 
fign, if they can, to addrefs the Queen againft the 
Peace. Lord Nottingham, a famous Tory and 
fpeech-maker, is gone over to the Whig fide : they 
toaft him daily, and Lord Wharton fays. It is 
Difmal (fo they call him from his looks) v/ill 
lave England at laft. Lord Treafurer was hinting 
is if he wiftied a ballad was made on him, and 

1 will get up one againft to-morrow. He gave 
nc a fcurrilous printed paper of bad verfes on him- 
bif, under the name of the Englifli Catiline, aad 

Vol. XV. CL «^^de 
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made me read them to the company. It was bit 
birth*day, which he would not tell uSj but Lord 
Harley whifpered it to me. 

6. I was this morning making the ballad, twt 
degrees above Grub-flrect ; at noon I paid a viiit to 
Mrs. Mafliam, and then went to dine with ouf 
fociety. Poor Lord Keeper dined below ftairs, I 
fuppofe on a bit of mutton. Wc chafe two Mem- 
bers ; we were eleven met, the greateft metting wc 
ever had : I am next week to introduce Lord Orrery. 
The printer came before we parted, and brought the 
ballad, which made them laiigh very heartily a dozen 
times. He is going to print the pamphlet in fmallt 
a fifth edition, to be taken off by friends and fmt 
into the country. A fixpenny anfwer is come oatf 
good for nothing, but guelUng me among others ibr 
the author. To-morrow is the fatal day for the 
Parliament meeting, and we are full of hopes and 
fears. We reckon we have a majority of ten oa 
our fide in the Houfe of Lords ; yet I obfcrved Mrs. 
Mafham a little uneafy ; fheafTures me the Queen is 
flout. The Duke of Marlborough has not fecn the 
Queen for fome days pafV; Mrs. Mafham is glad of it 
becaufe fhe fays, he tells a hundred lies to his friendi 
of what fhe fays to him : he is one day humble, and 
the next on the high ropes. The Duke of Ormoodt 
they fay, will be in town to-night by twelve. 

7. This being the day the Parliament was tc 
meet, and the great queftion to be determined, ] 
went with Dr. Friend to dine in the city, on pur* 
pofe to be out of the way, and we fent our printti 
to ice what was our fate ; but he gave us a mol 

3 melan 
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lelancholy account of things. The Earl of Not- 
ngham began, and fpoke againft a Peace, and de* 
red that in their addrefs they might put in a 
[aufb to advife the Queen not to make a peace 
ithout Spain ; which was debated, and carried by 
le Whigs by about fix voices : and this has hap- 
encd entirely by my Lord Treafurer's negled:, who 
id not take timely care to make up all his ftrength, 
[though every one of us gave him caution enough. 
Nottingham has certainly been bribed. The queftion 
; yet only carried in the Committee of the whole 
I0U&, and we hope when it is reported to the 
loufe to-morrow, we (hall have a majority by fome 
cotch Lords coming to town. However, it is a 
ughty blow and lofs of reputation to Lord Trea- 
sirer, and may end in his ruin. I hear the thing 
Dly as the printer brought it, who was at the de-* 
ittet but how the miniftry take it, or what their 
iQpes and fears are, I cannot tell until I fee them. 
{hall be early with the Secretary to-morrow, and 
hen I will tell you more, and fliall write a full 
ccount to the Biihop of Clogher to-morrow, and 
the Archbi(hop of Dublin, if I have time. I 
m horribly down at prefcnt. I long to know how 
Lrprd Treafurer bears this, and what remedy he has. 
The Duke of Ormond came this day to town, and 
Mras there. 

8. I was early this morning with the Secretary, 
nd talkt over this matter. He hoped, that when 
t .was reported this day in the Houfc of Lords, tlvy 
irould difagree with their Committee, and fo the 
sutter would go of]^ only with a little lofs of re- 

0^2 . putatioa 
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putation to Lord Treafurer. I dined with Dr, 
Cockburn, and after a Scotch Member came in, 
and told us that the claufe was carried againft & 
Court in the Houfe of Lords almoft two to one. 
I went immediately to Mrs. Mafliam, and meeting 
Dr. Arbuthnot (the Queen's favourite phyiician) we 
went together. She was juft come from waiting at 
the Queen's dinner, and going to her own. She 
had heard nothing of the thing being gone againft 
us. It fecms Lord Treafurer had been fo negligent, 
that he was with the Queen while the queftion wai 
put in the Houfe : I immediately told Mrs. Mafliam, 
that either fhe and Lord Treafurer had joined with 
the Queen to betray us, or that they two were be- 
trayed by the Queen : Ihe protcftcd folemnly it was 
not the former, and I believed herj but (he gave 
me fomc lights to fufpedt the Queen is changed. 
For, yefterday when the Queen was going from, 
the Iloufe, where fhe fat to hear the debate, the 
Duke of Shrewlbury Lord Chamberlain afked her, 
whether he or the great Chamberlain Lindfay ought 
to lead her out ; ihe anfwered fliort. Neither of yon 
and gave her hand to the Duke of Somerfet, viho^ 
was louder than any in the Houfe for the claoft 
egainfl: Peace. She gave me one or two more in- 
Aances of this fort, which convince me that Ae 
Queen is falfe, or at leaft very much wavering. Bilr. 
Mafham begged us to flay, becaufe Lord Treaibicr 
would call, and we were refolved to fall onbia 
about his negligence in fecuring a majority. He^ 
came, and appeared in good humour as ufual, but 
I thought his countenance was much caft down* I 

niUid 
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nillicd him, and defired him to give me his flaif^ 
which he did ; I told him. If he would fecure it 
me a week, I would fet all right : he aflced. How ? 
I faid, I would immediately turn Lord Marlborough, 
his two daughters, the Duke and Duchefs of Somer- 
fct, and Lord Cholmondely out of all their employ- 
ments ; and I believe he had not a friend but was 
of my opinion. Arbuthnot afked, How he came 
not to fecure a majority ? He could anfwer nothing, 
but that he could not help it, if people would lie and 
forfwear. A poor anfwer for a great Minifter. There 
icU irom him a (cripture exprcflion, that the hearts 
^.rf Kings art unfearchabk. I told him. It was what 
I feared, and was from him the worft news he 
could tell me. I begged him to know what he had 
to truft to \ he ftuck a little ; but at laft bid me 
*aot fear, for all would be well yet. We would 
fain have had him eat a bit where he was, but he 
would go home, it was paft fix : he made me go 
, home with him. There we found his brother and 
•Mr. Secretary. He made his fon take a lii]t of all 
. in the Houfe of Commons who had places, and 
: yet voted againft the Court, in fuch a manner as if 
, they fhould lofe their places : I doubt he is not 
t able to compafs it. Lord Keeper came in an hour, 
. and they were going upon bufinefs. So I left him, 
iuxd returned to Mrs. Mafham ; but fhe had com- 
pany with her, and I would not ftay. — This is a 
lon^ journal, and of a day that may produce great 
alterations, and hazard the ruin of England. The 
Whigs arc all in triumph ; they foretold how all 
this would be, but we thought it boafting. Nay, 
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they faid the Parliament (hould be diflblved beforo 
Chridmas, ^nd perhaps it may: this is all your 

d d Duchefs of Somerfet's doings. I warned 

them of it nine months ago/ a^d a hundred times 
fince : the Secretary always dreaded it. I told Lord 
Treafurer, I fhould have the advantage of him ; for 
he would lofc his head, and I (hould only be hang*^ 
cd, and fo carry my body entire to the grave. 

9. I was this morning with Mr. Secretary; we 
are both of opinion that the Queen is fjdfc. I 
told him what I heard, and he confirmed it by 
other circumftances. I then went to my friend 
Lewis, who had fent to fee me. He talks of no- 
thing but retiring to his eftate in Wales. He gave 
me reafons to believe the whole matter is fettled be- 
tween the Queen and the Whigs; he hears that 
Lord Somers is to be Treafurer, and believes, that 
fooner than turn out the Duchefs of Somcrfet, fhc 
will diflblve the Parliament, and get a Whiggilh 
one, which may be done by managing eledlions. 
Things are now in the crifis, and a day or two will 
determine. I have defircd him to engage Lord 
Treafurer, that as foon as he finds the change is 
refolvcd on, he will fend me abroad as Queens 
fecretary fome where or other, where I may remain 
till the new Minifters recal me ; and then I will be 
fick for five or fix months till the ftorm has fpent 
itfelf. I hope he will grant me this ; for I {hould 
hardly truft myfelf to the mercy of my enemies 
while their anger is frefh. I dined to-day with the 
Secretary, who aflfcfts mirth, and feems to hope all 
Will yet be well. I took him afide after dinnerr 
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told him how I had /ervcd them, and had afked no 
reward, but thought I might ailc fecurity; and 
then defired the fame thing of him, to fend me 
abroad before a change. He embraced me, and 
fworc he would take the fame care of me as him- 
felf, &c. but bid me have courage, for that in two 
days my Lord Trcafurcr's wifdom would appear 
greater than ever; that he fuffered all that had 
happened on purpofe, and had taken meafures to 
turn it to advantage. I faid, God fend it ; but I 
do not believe a fyllable ; and as far as I can judge, 
the game is loft. I (hall know more foon, and my 
letters will at leaft be a good hiftory to ihew you the 
fteps of this change. 

10. I was this morning wjih Lewis, who thinks 
they will let the Parliament fit till they have given 
the money, and then diflblve them in Spring, and 
break the Miniftry. He fpoke to Lord Treafurcr 
about what I defired him. My Lord defired him 
with great earneftnefs to afllire me, that all would 
be well, and that I (hould fear nothing, I dined 
in the city with a friend. This day the Commons 
went to the Queen with their addrefs, and all the 
Lords who were for the Peace went with them, to 
ihew their zeal. I have now fome farther con- 
vidlion that the Queen is falfe, and it begins to be 
known. 

11. I went between t^o and three to fee Mrs. 
Ma(ham ; while I was there fhe went to her bed- 
chamber to try a petticoat. Lord Treafurer came in 
to fee her, and feeing me in the outer room fell a 
faillying mc j fays he, You had better keep com- 

0^4 pany 
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pany with me, than with fuch a fellow as Lewis^ 
who has not the foul of a chicken, nor the heart 
of a mite. Then he went in to Mrs. Mafham, and 
as he came back defired her leave to let me go 
home with him to dinner. He afked, whether I 
was not afraid to be feen with him? Ifaid, I never 
valued my Lord Treafurer in my life, and therefore 
ftiould have always the fame efteem for Mr. Harley 
and Lord Oxford. He feemed to talk confidently, 
as if he reckoned that all this would turn to advan- 
tage. I could not forbear hinting, that he was not 
fure of the Queen ; and that thofe fcoundrel, ftarv- 
ing Lords would never have dared to vote againft 
the Court, if Somerfet had not aflured them, that 
it would pleafe the Queen. He faid. That was 
true, and Somerfet did fo. I ftaid till fix; then 
dc Buys, the Dutch Envoy, came' to him, and I 
left him. Prior was with us a while after dinner, 
I fee him and all of them caft down ; though thcjf 
make the beft of it. 

1 2. Ford is come to town ; I faw him laft night j ' 
he is in no fear, but fanguine, although I have told 
him the ftate of things. This change fo refembles 
the laft, that I wonder they do not obferve it. The 
Secretary fent for me yeftcrday to dine with him, 
but I was abroad ; I hope he had fomething to fay 
to me. This is morning, ^nd I write in bed. I 
am going to the Duke of Ormond, whom I have 

not yet fcen. Morrow, firrahs. At night, I 

was to fee the Duke of Ormond this morning : he 
afked me two or three queftions after his civil wajfi 
and they related to Ireland : at laft I told him^ that 

from 



JOURNAL to STELLA. 233 

rem the time I had Keen him» I never once thought 
if Irifh affairs. He whifpered me, that he hoped 
[ had done fome good things here ; I faid. If every 
xx]y elfe had done half as much, we (hould not be 
IS we arc : then we went afide, and talked over af- 
airs. I told him how all things flood, and advifed 
lim what was to be done. I then went and fat am 
lour with the Duchefs ; then as long with Lady 
Dglethorp, who is fo cunning a devil, that I be- 
ieve flie could yet find a remedy, if they would 
ake her advice. I dined with a friend at Court. 

13. I was this morning with the Secretary ; he 
¥ill needs pretend to talk as if things would be 
^ell ; Will you believe it, faid he, if you fee thefe 
)eople turned out ? I faid. Yes., if I faw the Duke 
ind Duchefs of Somerfet out : he fwore, if they 
vcrc not, he would give up his place. Our Society 
lined to-day at Sir William Wyndham^s ; we were 
birteen prefent. Lord Orrery, and two other Mem- 
bers were introduced ; I left them at feven. I for- 
;ot to tell you, that the printer told me yeftcrday, 
hat Morphew, the puljliiher, was fent for by that 
jord Chief Juftice, who was a manager againfl: 
acheverell : he (hewed him two or three papers and 
amphlets; .among the reft -mine of the ConduSi of 
be Allies^ threatened him, alkcd who was the au- 
bor, and has bound him over to appear next term. , 
ie would not have the impudence to do this, if he 
lid not forefee what was coming at Court. 

14. Lord Shelburn was with me this morning, 
;o be informed of the ftate of affairs, and defired I 
^oold anfwqjr all his objedions againfl a Peace, 

which' 
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which was foon done, for he would not give me 
room to put in a word. He is a man of good icnii 
enough ; but argues fo violently, that he will feme 
day or other put himfelf into a confumption. He 
defires that he may not be denied when he comes 
to fee me, which I promifed, but will not perform. 
Leigh and Sterne fet out for Ireland on Monday 
fennight : I fuppofe they will be with you long be- 
fore this. I was to-night drinking very good 
wine in fcurvy company, at leaft fome of them ; I 
was drawn in, but will be more cautious for the 
future : 'tis late, &c. 

15. Morning. They fay the Occafional Bill is 
brought to-day into the Houfe of Lords; but I 
know not. I will now put an end to my letter, and 
give it in to the poft-houfe myfelf. This will be \ 
memorable letter, and I (hall figh to fee it fome 
years hence. Here are the firft fleps towards the 
ruin of an excellent Miniftry ; for I look upon 
them as certainly ruined ; and God knows what may 

be the confequences. 1 now bid my deareft MD 

farewel ; for company is coming, and I muft be it 
Lord Dartmouth's office by noon. Farewel, deareft 
MD ; I wifti you a merry Chridmas j I believe you 
will have this about that time. Love Prefto, who 
loves MD above all things a thoufand times. Fare* 
wel again, deareft MD, &c. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 

LondoDj Dec. 15, 171 1. 

PUT in my letter this evening myfelf. I was 
to-day enquiring at the Secretary's office of Mr. 
vis, how things went : I there met Prior, who 
I me, he gave all for gone, &c. and was of opi- 
1 the whole Miniftry would give up their places 
t week ; Lewis thinks they will not till Spring, 
:n the f^pffion is over ; both of them entirely de- 
r. 1 went to fee Mrs. Mafliam, who invited 
to dinner ; but I was engaged to Lewis. At four 
ent to Maftiam's, He came and whifpercd mc, 

he had it from a very good hand, that all 
lid be well, and I found them both very chear- 

The company was going to the Opera, but 
red I would come and fup with them. I did 
t ten, and Lord Treafurer was there, and fat 
1 us till paft twelve, and was more chearful thaa 
.ve feen him thefe ten days. Mrs. Maiham told 
he was mightily caft down fome days ago, and 
rould not indeed hide it from me. Arbuth- 
is in good hopes, that the Queen has not be- 
ed us ; but only has been frightened, and flat- 
J, &c. But I cannot yet be of his opinion, 
ther my reafons are better, or that my fears arc 
ter. I do refolve, if they give up, or are turned 
foon, to retire for fome months, and I have 
led upon the place already: but I will take 
lods for hearing from MD, and writing to them. 
I woyld be out of the way upon the firft of the 

fcr- 
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ferment ; for they lay all things on me, even Ibme 
I have never read. 

16. I took courage to-day, and went to Court 
with a very chearful countenance. It was mightily 
crowded ; both parties coming to obferve each other's 
faces. ^ avoided Lord Hallifax's bow till be forced 
it on me ; but wc did not talk together. I could 
not make lefs than fourfcore bows, of which about 
twenty might be to Whigs. The Duke of Somcr- 
fct is gone to Petworth, and, I hear, the Duchefs 
too, of which I (hall be very glad. Prince Eu* 
gene, who was expected here fome days ago, wc 
are now told, will not come at all. The Whigs 
defigned to have met him with forty thoufand horie^ 
Lord Treafurer told me fome days ago of hisdiA 
courfe with the Emperor's reiident, that puppy 
Hoffman, about Prince Eugene's coming j by which 
I found my Lord would hinder it, if he could ; and 
we (hall be all glad if he does not come, and think 
it a good point gained. Sir Andrew Fountain, 
Ford and I dined to-day with Mrs. Van, by invi* 
tation. 

17. I have midaken the day of the month, and 
been forced to mend it thrice. I dined to-^day 
with Mr. Ma(ham and his Lady, by invitation. 
Lord Treafurer was to be there, but came not, * 
It was to entertain Buys, the Dutch Envoy, who 
fpcaks EnglMh well enough : he was plaguy poli- 
tick, telling a thoufand lies, of which none pafled 
upon any of us. We are ftill in the condition of 
fufpenfe, and, I think, have little hopes. The 
Duchefs of Someriet is not gone to Petworth ; only 

the 
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thtf Duke ; ind that is a poor facrificc. I believe 
the Queen certainly defigns to change the Miniftry; 
but perhaps may put it off till the fcffion is over : 
and I think they had better give up now, if fbe 
will not deal openly ; and then they need not an- 
Aver for the coafequences of a Peace, when it is 
10 other hands, and may yet be broken. They 
iay, my Lord Privy-feal fcts out for Holland this 
week : fo the Peace goes on. 

18. It has rained hard from morning till night; 
and coft me three (hillings in coach-hire. We 
have had abundance of wet weather. I dined in 
the city, and was with the printer, who has novr 
a fifth edition of the ConduSl^ dec. it is in fmall, aad 
fold for iix^pcnce ; they have printed as many as 
three editions, becaufe they are to be fent in numbers 
into the country by great men, &c. who fubfcribe 
for hundreds. It has been fent a fortnight ago to 
Ireland; I fuppofe you will print it there. The 
Tory Lords and Commons in Parliament argue ali 
from it : and all agree, that never any thing of that 
kind was of fo great confequence, or made fo.many 
converts. By the time I have fent this letter, £ 
cxpeft to hear from little MD : it will be a month 
two days hence iince I had your lad, 'and I will 
allow ten days for accidents. I cannot get rid of the 
leavings of a cold I got a month ago; or elfc it is a 
new one. I have been writing letters all this even- 
ing till I am weary, and I anv fending out another 
little thing, which I hope to finifh this week, and 
defign to fend to the printer in an unknown hand« 
There was printed a Grub*ilreet ,ipeech ofXfOrd 

Notting- 



«38 1>R. SWIFT'S 

Nottingham ; and he was fuch an owl to complaifl 
of it in the Houfe of Lords, who have taken up 
the printer for it. I heard at Court, that Walpolc 
(a great Whig Member) faid, that I and my whim* 
fical club writ it at one of our meetings, and that I 
(hould pay for it. He will find he lies ; and I (hall 
let him know by a third hand my thoughts of him. 
He is to be Secretary of State, if the Miniftrjr 
changes : but he has lately had a bribe proved 
againft him in Parliament, while he was Secre- 
tary at War. He is one of the Whigs chief 
Speakers. 

19. Sad difmal weather. I went to the Secre- 
tary's office, and Lewis made me dine with him, 

I intended to have dined with Lord Treafurer. I ! 
have not leen the Secretary this week. Things do ■ 
not mend at all. Lord Dartmouth defpairs, and is | 
for giving up; Lewis is of the fame mind; but ; 
Lord Treafurer only fays, Poh, poh, all will be 
well. I am come home early to finifh fomething 
I am doing ; but I find I want heart and humour; 
and would read any idle book that came in my 
way. I have juft fent away a penny paper to 
make a little mifchief. Patrick is gone to the 
burial of an Irifh footman, who was Dr. Kings 
fervant ; he died of a confumption, a fit death for 
a poor ftarving wit's footman. The Irifh fervants 
always cliib to bury a countryman. 

20. I was with the Secretary this morning, and 
for aught I can fee we fhali have a languifhing 
death: I can know nothing, nor themfelves nei- 
ther, I dinedt you kuow, with our Society^ and 

that 
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lat odious Secretary would make me prefident next 
reeky fo I muft entertain them this day fennight 
t the Thatched-houfe Tavern, where we dined 
0-day; it will cofl me five or fix pounds ; yet the 
iccretary fays, he will give me wine. I found a 
:ttcr when I came home from the Bifhop of Clogher. 
2 1 • This is the firfl time I ever got a new cold 
►eforc the old one was going : it came yeftcrday, and 
ppeared in all due forms, eyes and nofe running, 
9c. and is now very bad, and I cannot tell how 
got it. Sir Andrew Fountain and I were invited 
o dine with Mrs. Van. — I was this morning with 
he Duke of Ormond ; and neither he nor I can 
hink of any thing to comfort us in prefent affairs. 
/V'c muft certainly fall, if the Duchefs ofSomerfet 
)e not turned out ; and no-body believes the Queen 
vill ever part with her. The Duke and Lwerc 
ettling when Mr. Secretary and I (hould dine with 
lim, and he fixt upon Tuefday ; and when I came 
iway I remembered it was Chriftmas . Day. I was 

to fee Lady , who is juft up after lying-in; and 

the uglieft fight I have feen, pale, dead, old and 
j^ellow, for want of her paint. She has turned my 
ftomach. But (he will foon be painted, and a 
beauty again. 

22. I find myfelf difordered with a pain all round 
Ac fmall of my back, which I imputed to Cham- 
pagne I had drunk; but find it to have been only 
my new cold. It was a fine frofty d.^y, and I re- 
folvec^to walk into the city. I called at Lord Trea- 
farer's at eleven, and ilaid fome time with him. 

He 
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He fhewcd me a letter from a great Preflbytcrian 
parfon * to him, complaining how their friends had 
betrayed them by paffing this Conformity Bill ; and 
he (hewed me the anfwer he had written ; which 
his friends would not let him fend ; but was a very 
good one. He is very chearful ; but gives one no 
hopes, nor has any to give. I went into the city, 
and there I dined/ 

23, Morning. As I was dreffiftg to go to church, 
a friend that was to fee me, advifed me not to ftif 
out; fo I fliall keep at home to-day, and only cat 
fome broth, if I can get it. It is a terrible cold 
froft, and fnow fell 3refterday, which ftill remains ; 
look there, you may fee it from the pent-houfes. 
The Lords made ycftcrday two or three votes about 
Peace, and Hanover, of a very angry kind, to vex 
the Miniftry, and they will meet Iboner by a fort- 
night than the Commons ; and they fay, are pre- 
paring fome knocking addrefles. Morrow, firrahs. 
rU fit at home, and when I go to bed, I will tell 
you how I am. — I have fat at home all day, and 
eaten only a meft of broth and a roll. I have writ- 
ten a Prophecy, which I dcfign to print ; I did it 
to-day, and fome other verfes. 

24. I went into the city to-day in a coach, and 
dined there. My cold is going. It is now bitter 
hard froft, and has been fo thefe three or four days. 
My Prophefy 'f is printed, and will be publifhed 

♦ This Prefbyterian teacher' was Mr. Shower. FUe his letter to 
the Lord High Treafurer Oxford, and my Lord Treafurer't anfwer. 
t The Windfor Prophecy, 

after 
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ftcr Chriftmas Day; I like it mightily; I don't 
enow how it will pafs. You will never underftand 
t at your diftancc, without help. I believe every 
>ody will guefs it to be mine, becaufe it is fome- 
vhat in the^fame manner with that of Merlin in 
he 'Mifcellanies. My Lord Privy-feal fet out this 
lay for Holland : he'll have a cold journey. I gave 
Patrick half a crown for his Chriftmas- box, on 
:onditioii he would be good, and he came home 
Irunk at midnight. I have taken a memorandum 
^fit; becaufe I never defign to- give him a groat 
more, *Tis cruel cold. 

25. I wifh deareft MD a merry Chriftmas, and 
tnany ^ one ; but mine is melancholy : I durft not 
go to church to-day, finding myfelf a little out of 
order, and it fnowing prodigioufly, and freezing. 
At noon I went to Mrs. Van, who had this week 
engaged me to dine there to-day : and there I re- 
ceived the news, that poor Mrs. Long died at Lynn 
in Norfolk on Saturday laft, at four in the morning; 
fte was fick but four hours. We fuppofe it was 
^hc afthma, which fhe was fubjedl to as well as the 
iropfy, as fhe fent me word in her laft letter, writ- 
ten about five weeks ago ; but then faid (he was re- 
:overed. I never was more afflifted at any death. 
The poor creature had retired to Lynn two years 
igo, to live cheap, and pay her debts. In her laft 
etter fhe told me fhe hoped to be eafy by Chrift- 
nas; and fhe kept her word, although fhe meant 
I otherMfife. She had all forts of amiable qualities, 
nd no ill ones, but the indifcretion of too much 
cgleding her own affairs. She had two jboqfajid 

Vol, XV. R pounds 
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pounds left her by an old grandmother, with which 
(he intended to pay her debts, and live on an an^ 
nuity (he had of one hundred pounds a year, and 
Newburg-houfe, which would be about (ixty pounds 
more. That odious grandmother living fb long, 
forced her to retire ; for the two thoufand pounds 
was fettled on her after the old woman's death, yet 
her brute of a brother. Sir James Long, would not 
advance it for her; elfe (he might have paid her 
debts, and continued here, and lived (Ull: I be*, 
lieve melancholy helped her on to her grave. I 
have ordered a paragraph to be put in the Poft-boy, 
giving an account of her death, and making ho- 
nourable mention of her ; which is all I can do to 
ierve her memory : but one rea(bn was fpite i fat, 
her brother would fain have her death a iecret, to 
fave the charge of bringing her up here to boij 
her, or going into mourning. Pardon all thi^ fer 
the fake of a poor creature I had fo much friend* 
(hip for. 

26. I went to Mr. Secretary this moroingt «iid< 
he would have me dine with him. I called at nooa 
at Mrs, Ma(ham's, who deiired me not to let diq. 
Prophecy be publi(hed, for fear of angering the 
Queen about the Duchefs of Somerfet; (b I writ' 
to the printer to ftop them. They have been printed 
and given about, but not fold. I faw Lord Tte^ 
furer there, who had been two hours with the QuHBen; , 
and Mrs. Maiham is in hopes things will do vel 
Again. I went at night again, and fupped at Mr. 
Ma(ham's, and Lord Treafurer fat with us till one 
oalock.. So 'tis late, &c. 

3 27. len* 
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17: I entertained our Society at the TKatched- 
hoafe Tavern to-day at dinner ; but brother Bathurfl 
fcnt for wine, the houfc afibrding none^ The 
printer had not received my letter, and to he brought 
D8 ddasens apiece of the Prophecy ; but I ordered 
him to part with no more. 'Tis an admirable good 
DMs and people are mad for it. The froft ftill con- 
tinues violently cold. Mrs. Mafliam invited me to 
come tc-night and play at cards; but our Society 
)iid not part till nine. But I fupped with Mrs. 

11, her fitter, and there was Mrs. Mafliam and 
Treafurer, and we ftaid till twelve. He is 
Etvouring to get a majority againft next Wed- 
pefilay, when the Houfe of Lords is to meet, and 
fkt Whfgs intend to make fome violent addreiTes 
l||gttnft a Peace, if not prevented. God knows 

•hat will become of us. It is ftill prodigioufly 

sbid ; but fo I told you already. We have eggs on 
kt fpit, I wifh they may not be addle. When I 
Ame home to-night I found, forfooth, a letter from 
i!D, N. 24, 24, 24, 24; there, do you know 
lie Dumbers now ? and at the fame time one from 
kcf full of thanks : let him know I have received 
1^ and am glad of his fuccefs, but won't put hini 
I the charge of a letter. I had a letter fome time 
^ from Mr. Warburton *, and I beg one of you 
mi copy out what I (hall tell you, and fend it by 
knc opportunity to Warburton. *Tis as follows : 
%ie Do6lor has received Mr. Warburton's letter, and 
tBres he will let the Do(ftor know, where that ac- 

* The Dolor's Curate at Laracor. 

R 2 cidcnt 
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cidcnt he mentions is like foon to happen, and he 

will do what he can in it. And pray. Madam, 

let them know, that I do this to fave myfelf the 
trouble, and them the expence, of a letter. — And I 
think this is enough for one that comes home at 
twelve from a Lord Treafurer and Mrs. Mafham. 
Oh, 1 could tell you ten thoufand things of our 
mad politicks, upon what fmall circumdances great 
affairs have tuined. But I will go reft my bufy 
head. 

28. I was this morning with brother BathurfttD 
fee the Duke of Ormond. We have given his 
grace fome hopes to be one of our Society. Tilt 
Secretary and I and Bathurd are to dine with him* 
on Sunday next. The Duke is not in much hope^ 
but has been very bufy in endeavouring to bring 
over fome Lords againft next Wednefday. The 
Duchefs catched me as I u^as going out ; (he i» 
fadly in fear about things, and blames me for not 
mending them by my credit with I/ord Treafurer; 
and I blame her. She met me in the ftreet at 
noon, and engaged me to dine with her, which 
I did ; and we talked an hour after dinner in her 
clofet. If we mifcarry on Wednefday, I believe it 
will be by fome ftrange fort of negledt. Thty 
talk of making eight new Lords, by calling up foinc 
Peers eldeft fons ; but they delay ftrangely. I fa« 
Judge Coote to-day at the Duke of Ormond's: ht 
dcfires to come and fee me, to juftify his principle?: 

29. Morning. This goes to-day. I will notj 
anfwer yours, yuur 24th, till my next, which fliall 
begin to-night, as ufual. Lord Shelburn has fcnt^ 
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to invite me to dinner, but I am engaged with 
Lewis at Ned Southwell's. Lord Northampton and 
Lord' Aylefbury's fons are both made Peers ; but we 
(hall want more. I write this poft to your Dean. 
I owe the Archbifliop a letter this long time. AH 
people that come from Ireland complain of him, 
and (cold me for protedling him. Pray, Madam 
Dingley, let me know what Prefto has received for 
this year, or whether any thing is due to him for 
iaft : I cannot look over your former letters now. 
As for Dingley's own account of her Exchequer 
money, I will give it on t'other fide. Farewel, my 
own deareft MD, and love Prefto ; and God ever 
. blcfs deareft MD, Gff . &c. I wifli you many hap- 
py Chriftmafles and New- Years. 

I have owned to the Dean a letter I jufl: had from 
you ; but that I had not one this great while before. 

Dingley's Account. 
Received of Mr. Tooke, - - - - 6 17 6 

Deducted for entering the letter ofl ^ 

attorney, ------ ^ 

For the three half crowns it ufed to"j 

coft you, I don't know why nor ko 7 6 
wherefore, ------ J 

For exchange to Ireland, - - - - 0109 

For coach-hire, - .----026 

In all, juft 8 00 
§0 there's your money, and we arc both even : 
for III pay you no more than that eight pounds 
Ififli^ and pray be fatisfied. 

Jt 3 * Church-. 
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Churchwarden's accounts, boys, 
Saturday night. I have broke open my lettcft 
and tore it into the bargain ; to let you know^ that 
we are all fafe ; the Queen has made no l^fs than 
twelve Lords to have a majority ; nine new one^ 
the other three Peers Tons } and has turned out the 
Duke of Somerfet. She is awaked at laft, and fo is 
Lord Treafurer: I want nothing now but to fee 
the Dufchcfs out. But we (hall do without her. Wf 
are all extremely happy. Give mc joy, firrabs. Thij 
is written in a CofFee-hovife. Three of thp new 
Ix)rds VP of our Society. 



1 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

London, Dec. 29, 17 ii- 

P U T my letter in this evening, after coming 
from dinner at Ned Southwell's, where I dran^ 
very good Irifh wine, and we were in great joy at 
this happy turn of affairs. The Queen has been 
at laO: perfuaded to her own intereft and fecurity, 
and I freely think (he mud have made both herfelf 
i^nd kingdom very unhappy, if fhe had done other^ 
wife. It is flill a mighty fecret that IVfafham is to 
be one of the new Lords ; they fay he does not yd 
know ithimfclf J but the Queen is to furprife him 
with it. Mr. Secretary will be a Lord at the end 
of the feflion ; but (hey want him flill in Parliament. 
After all, it is a flrange uphappy neceility of making 
fo many Peers together; but the Queen has drawn 
it upon herfelf, by her confounded trimming and 
moderation. Three, as I told you, are of oiir Socie^. 

30, I writ 



JOURNAL to STELLA. 247 

30. I writ the Dean and you a He ycfterday ; for 
ile Duke of Somerfet is not yet turned out. I 
vas to-day at Court, and refolved to be very civil to 
:hc Whigs ; but faw few there. When I was in 
lie Bedchamber talking to Lord Rochefter, he went 
ip to Lddy Burlington, who alkcd him, who I 
ras i and Lady Sunderland and (he whifpered about 
n« 1 defired Lord Rocheftcr to tell Lady Sunder- 
and^ I doubted (he was not as much in love with 
Be as I was with her ; but he would not deliver 
ay meflage. The Duchefs of Shrewfbury came 
unning up to me, and clapt her fan up to hide us 
rom the company, and we gave one another joy of 
his change ; but fighed, when we refledcd on the 
omcrfet family not being out. The Secretary and 
, and brother Bathurft, and Lord Windibr, dined 
rith the Duke of Ormond. Bathurft and Windfor 
re to be two of the new Lords. I defired Lord 
tadnor> brother, at Court to-day, to let my Lord 
now I would call on him at fix, which I did, and 
ras arguirtg with him three hours to bring him over 
y us, and I fpoke fo clofely, that I believe he will 
e tradlable ; but he is a fcoundrel, and though I 
kid I only talked for my love to him, I told a lie ; 
>r I did not care if he were hanged : but every 
nc gained over is of confcquence. The Duke of 
farlborough was at Court to-day, and no^body 
ardly took notice of him. Mafham's being a Lord 
egins* to take wind : nothing at Court can be kept 
iecret. Wednefday will be a great day : you ihall 
[iow more. 

R 4 31* Ouf 
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31. Our froft is broken fincc ycftcrday, and it is 
very flabbery ; yet I walked to the city and dined, 
and ordered fomc things with the printer* I have 
fettled Dr. King in the Gazette ; it will be worth 
two hundred pounds a year to him. Our new 
Lords patents are paflcd : I don't like the expe- 
dient, if we could have found any other. I fee I 
have faid this before. I hear the Duke of Marl- 
borough is turned out of all his employments: I 
fhall know to-morrow, when I am to carry Dn 
King to dine with the Secretary, — Thefc arc ftrong 
remedies ; pray God the patient is able to bear them. 
The lafl miniftry people are utterly defperatc. 

Jan. I. Now I wifli my deareft little MD many 
happy New-years; yes, both Dingley and Stella, 
aye and Prefto too, many happy New-years. I dinc4 
with the Secretary, and it is true that the Duke of 
Marlborough is turned out of all. The Duke of 
Ormond has got his regiment of Foot-guards, I 
know not who has the reft. If the Miniftry be not 
fure of a Peace, I fhall wonder at this ftep, and dp 
not approve it at beft. The Queen and Lord Trca- 
furer mortally hate the Duke of Marlborough, and 
to that he owes his fall, more than to his other 
faults : unlefs he has been tampering too far with 
his party, of which I have not heard any particu- 
lars ; however it be, the world abroad will blame 
us. I confefs my belief, that he has ^lot one good 
quality in the world befide that of a General, and 
even that I have heard denied by feveral great fol- 
diers. But we have had conftant fucc^fe in arm« 

while 
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vhile he commahded. Opinion is a mighty matter 
n war, and I doubt but the French think it impofr- 
ible to conquer an army that he leads, and our foU 
iicrs think the fame ; and how far even this ftep 
?iay encourage the French to play tricks with us, 
ao man knows. 1 do not love to fee perfonal re- 
lentment mix with publick affairs. 

.2. This being the day the Lords meet, and the 
f)ew Peers to be introduced, I went to Wcftminfter 
to fee the fight ; but the crowd was too great in the 
boufe. So I only went into the robing-room, to 
give my four brothers joy, and Sir Thomas Manfe], 
ind Lord Windfor ; the other fix I am not acquainted 
with. It was apprehended the Whigs would have 
raifed fome difficulties, but nothing happened. I 
urent to fee Lady Mafham at noon, and wi(h her 
joy of her new honour, and a happy new- year. I 
found her very well pleafedj for peerage will be 
fome fort of protedlion to her upon any turn of af- 
fairs. She engaged me to come at night, and fup 
with her and Lord Treafurer; I went at nine, and 
fhc was not at home, fo I would not ftay. — No, no, 
[ won't anfwer your letter yet, young women. I 
dined with a friend in the neighbourhood. I fee 
nothing here like Chriftmas, except brawn or mince- 
pies in places where I dine, and giving away my half 
crowns like farthings to great mens porters and but- 
lers. Yefterday I paid feven good guineas to the 
fellow at the tavern, where I treated the Society. I 
have a great mind to fend you the bill. I think I 
told you fome articles. I have not heard whether 
any thing was done in the Houfc of Lords ^ter in- 
troducing 
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trodacing the new ones. Ford has l)een fitting with 
roe till peeaft twceleve a clock. 

3. This was our Society day. Lord Duj^lin wu 
Prefident ; we choofe every week ; the laft PrefideDt 
treats and choofes his fucceflbr. I believe our dinner 
cofl fifteen pounds befide wine. The Secrelafy 
grew brifk, and would not let me go, nor Lord 
Lanfdown, who would fain have gone home to his 
Lady, being newly married to Lady Mary Thynoe. 
It was near one when we parted ; fo you mud diink 
I can't write much to-night. The adjourding of 
the Houfe of Lords yefterday, as the Queen defired, 
was juft carried by the twelve new Lords, and one 
more. Lord Radnor Was not there ; I hope I hwrc 
cured him. Did I tell you, that I have brought 
Dr. King in to be Gazetteer ? it will be worth above 
two hundred pounds a year to him : I believe I toM 
you fo before, but I am forgetful. Go, get yoo 
gone to ombre, and claret, and toafted oranges, 
ril go deep. 

4. I cannot get rid of the leavings of my cold. 
I was in the city to-day, and dined with my printer, 
and gave him a ballad made by feveral hands, I 
know not whom. I believe Lord Treafurer had a 
finger in it; I added three ftanzas; I fuppofe Dr. 
Arbuthnot had the greateft (hare. I have been 
overfeeing fome other little prints, and a pamphlet 
ipade by one of my underftrappers. Somerfet is 
not out yet. I doubt not but you will have tbe 
Prophecy in Ireland, although it is not publiflied 
here, only printed copies given to friends. Tell 
me, do you underftand it? No, faith, not without 

* help^ 
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bdp. Tell me wbet you (tick at, and 111 explain* 
Wc turned out a member of our Society yefterday 
For grofs negleft and non-attendance. I writ to him 
by order to give him notice of it. It is Tom Har- 
Iqr, Secretary to the Treafurer, and couftn-german 
to Lord Treafurer. He is going to Hanover from 
^ Qoe^n. I am to give the Puke of Ormond 
notice of his eledion as foon as I can fee him, 

5. I went this iQorning with a parifhioner of 
nine, one Nuttal» who came over here for a legacy 
^ one hundred pounds, and a roguiOi lawyer had 
'efuled to pay him, and would not believe he was 
lie man. I writ to the lawyer a (harp letter, that I 
lad taken Nuttal into my protection, and was re- 
blVed to ftand by him; and the next news was, 
liat the lawyer defired I would meet him, and atteft 
le was the man, which I did, and his money was 
yaid upon the fpot, I then vifited Lord Treafurer,^ 
vho. is now right again, and all well, only that the„ 
Someriet family is not out yet, I hate that; I 
bn't like it, as the man faid by, &c. Then I went 
ind yifited poor Will, Congreve, who had a French 
ellow tampering with one of his eyes ; he is almofl: 
ilind of both. I dined with feme merchants itt 
he city, but could not fee Stratford, with whom I 
lad bufmefs. Prefto, leave off your impertinencct 
lod anfwer our letter, fayth MD. Yes, yes, on^ 
>f thefe days, when I have nothing elfe to do. Oh, 
aith, this letter is a week written, and not one (ido 
tone yet. — Thefe ugly fpots are not tobacco, but thif 
B the laft gilt (heet I have of large paper, therefor^ 
lold your tongne. Nv^ttal vm furpcifol, when they 

gave 
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gave him bits of paper inftead of money; tut I made 
Ben Tooke put him in his geers : he could not reckon 
ten pounds, but was puzzled with the Irifh way, 
Ben. Tooke and my printer have defired me to 
make them ftationers to the ordnance, of which 
Lord Rivers is matter inftead of the Duke of MarU 
borough. It will be a hundred pounds a year a- 
piece to them, if I can get it. I will try to- 
morrow. 

- 6. I went this morning to EvI Rivers, gave him 
joy of his new eniployment, and defired him to 
prefer my printer and bookfeller to be ftationers to 
his office. He immediately granted it me; but, 
like an old courtier, told me it was wholly op jny 
Recount, but that he heard I had intended to engage 
Mr. Secretary to fpeak to him, and defired I would 
Wgage him to do fo ; but that however he did it 
cjnly for my fake. This is a coijrt trick, to oblige 
as many as you can at once. I read prayers to poor 
Mrs, Wefley (who is very much out of order) in- 
ftead of going to church ; and then I went to Court, 
which I found very full, in expcftation of feeing 
Prince Eugene, who landed laft night, and lies at 
Leicefter-Houfe ; but he was not to fee the Quecq 
tjU fix this evening. I hope and believe he comes 
too late to do the Whigs any good. I refufc4 
dining with the Secretary, an4 was like to lofe mj 
dinner^, which was at a private acquaintance's. I 
went at fix to fee the Prince at Court ; but he was 
gone in to the Queen ; and when he qanie Qut^ Mr^ 
Secretary, who introduced him, walked fo netf 
him^ tl:^t. he quite fcreened him fropi me with his 

gf^t 
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;rcat periwig, I'll tell you a good palTagc : as Prirtcc 
iugene was going with Mf . Secretary to Court, he 
:old the Secretary, that HofFman, the Emperor*s 
efident, faid to his Highnefs, that it was not proper 
go to Court without a long wig, and his was a 
:yed-up one; now, fays the Prince, I knew not 
ivhat to do; for I never had a. long periwig' in my 
life ; and I have fent to all my valets and footmen 
to fee wKether any of them have one, that I might 
ijorrow it; but none of them has any. — Was not 
:his fpokeri very greatly with fome fort of contempt ? 
But the Secretary faid ; it was a thing of no con- 
fequence, and only obferved by Gentlemen-ufhers. 
[ fupped with Lord Mafham, where Lord Treafurer 
ind Mr. Secretary fupped with us; the firft left 
as at twelve, but the reft did not part till two ; yet 
[ have written all this, becaufe it is frefh : and now 
['11 go fleep, if I can ; that is, I believe I /hall, bc- 
:aufe I have drank a little. 

7. I was this morning to give the Duke of Or- 
mond notice of the honour done him to make him 
Dne of our Society, and to invite him on Thurfday 
next to the Thatched-houfe : he has accepted it 
with the gratitude and humility fuch a preferment 
deferves; but cannot come till the next meeting, 
becaufe Prince Eugene is to dine with him that day; 
which I allowed for a good excufe, and will report 
accordingly. I dined with Lord Ma(ham, and fat 
there till eight this evening; and cdme home, be- 
caufe 1 was not very well, but a little griped : but 
now I am well again, I will not goj^ at leaft but 
very feldom, to Lord Mafham's fuppers. Lord 

Treafurer 
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Treafurer is generally there, and that tempts me; 
but late fitting up does not agree with me; there's 
the fhort and tl>e long^ and I won't do it; fi> take 
your anfwer, dear little young women ; and I have 
no more to fay to you to-night, becaufe of the 
Archbifhop; for I am going to write a long lett^ 
to him ; but not fo politickly as formerly : I won't 
truft him. 

8. Well then, come, let us fee this letter; if I 
muft anfwer it, I muft. What's here now? yes 
faith, I lamented my birth-day * two days after, 
and that's all; and you rhyme. Madam Stella; were 
thofe verfes made upon my birth-day ? faith, when 
I read them, I had them running in my head all 
the day, and faid them over a thoufand times ; they 
drank your health in all their glaffes, and wished, 
&c. I could not get them out of my head. What; 
no, I believe it was not ; what do I fay upon the 
eighth of December ? Compare, and fee whether I 
fay fo. I am glad of Mrs. Stoyte's recovery, hear- 
tily glad: your Dolly Manley's and Bifliop of 
Cloyne's child I have no concern about : I am forry 
in a civil way, that's all. Yes, yes. Sir George St. 
George dead. Go, cry. Madam Dingley ; I have 
written to the Dean. Raymond will be rich, for 
he has the building itch. I wi(h all he has got may 
put him out of debt. Poh, I have fires like light- 
ening; they coft me twelvepence a week, befikle 
fmall-coal. I have got four new caps. Madam, 
very fine and convenient, with flriped cambrick, iii*' 

* Dr. Swift, upoa his birth-dnyy ufed always to read tke third 
chapter of Job. 

{lead 
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^ad of muflio ; ib Patrick need not mend them« 
^ take the old ones. Stella fnatched Dingley's 
mcdi out of her pen ; Prefto a cold ; why all the 
rorld here is dead with them: I never had any 
fling like it in my life ; 'tis not gone in five weeks. 
hope Leigh is with you before this, and has brought 
our box : how do you like the ivory rafp ? Stella is 
Qgry ; but ril have a finer thing for her. Is not 
le apron as good ? Fm fure I (hall never be paid 
; : fo airs well again. What the quarrel with Sir 
Dhn Walters ? why, we had not one word of quar-< 
:1 ; only he railed at me when I was gone. And 
ord Keeper and Treafurer teafed me for a week ; 
was nuts to them : a ferious thing with a venge* 
ICC. The Whigs may fell their eftates then, or 
ang themfelves, as they are diipofed ; for a peace 
lere will be. Lord Treafurer told me, that Co- 
olly was going to Hanover. Your Provoft is a 
ixcomb. Stella is a good girl for not being angry 
hen I tell her of ipelling; I fee none wrong ia 
lis. God Almighty be praifed that your diforders 
flen, it encreafes my hopes mightily that they will 
> off*. And have you been plagued with the fear 
' the plague? never mind thofe reports; I have 
»rd them five hundred times. Replevi ? Reple*- 
n, (impleton, 'tis Dingley I mean 1 but it is a hard 
3rd, and fo Til excufe it. I flated Dingley's ac- 
lints in my laft. I forgot Catherine's icvenpenny 
noer. I hope it was beefftakes ; I'll call and eat 
em in Spring: but goody Stoyte muft give me 
ffee, or green tea, for I drink no bohea. Well, 
e, the pamphlet ; but there are fome additions to 

the 
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the fourth edition : the fifth edition was of fouif 
thoufand, in a fmaller print, fold for fix-pence' 
Yes, I had the twenty pound bill from Parvifolj 
and what then? Pray now eat the Laracor apples; 
I beg you not to keep them, but tell me what they 
are. You have had Tooke s bill in my laft* And 
fo there nowi, your whole letter is anfwered. I tell 
you what I do ; I lay your letter before me, and 
take it in order, and anfwer what is neceffaryj and 
fo, and fo. Well ; when I expefted we were all 
undone, I defigned to retire for fix months, and then 
fteal over to Laracor ; and I had in my mouth a 
thoufand times two lines of Shakefpear, where Car- 
dinal Wolfey fays ; 

** A weak old man battered with ftorms of ftatc, 
*« Is come to lay his weary bones among you." 
I beg your pardon, I have cheated you all this 
margin ; I did not perceive it ; and I went on wider 
and wider like Stella; aukward fluts,y&f writes fofo, 
there : * that's as like as two eggs a penny. — A. 'weak 
old man, now I am faying it, and (hall till to-mor- 
row. — ^The Duke of Marlborough fays, there n 
nothing he now defires fo much as to contrive fbmc 
way how to foften Dr. Swift. He is miftaken ; for 
thofe things that have been hardeft againft him were 
not written by me. Mr. Secretary told mc this 
from a friend of the Duke s ; and Fm fure now he 
is down, I (hall not trample on him ; although I.lovo 
him not, I diflike his being out. — Bcrnage waa to 
fee me this morning, and gave fome very indifferent 

* Thefe words in the maoafcript imitate Stella's writing, anJ tie 
floped the wrong way. 

excufes 
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xcufee for not calling here fo long. I care not 
wo-pence. Prince Eugene did not dine with the 
)uke of Marlborough on Sunday, but was laft 
light at Lady Betty Germain's aflemblee, and a vaft 
lumber of Ladies to fee him. Mr. Lewis and I 
lined with a private friend. I was this morning to 
cc the Duke of Ormond, who appointed me to 
neet him at the Cockpit at one, but never came. 
[ fat too fomc time with the Duchefs. We don't 
ike things very well yet. I am come home early, 
md going to be bufy. I'll go write. 

9. I could not go flcep laft night till paft two, 
md was waked before three by a noife of people en^ 
icavouring to break open my window ; for a while I 
would not ftir, thinking it might be my imagina- 
tion; but hearing the noife continued, I rofe and 
kvcnt to the window, and then it ceafed : I went to 
bed again, and heard it repeated more violently; 
then I rofe, and called up the houfe, and got a can- 
ilc: the rogues had lifted up the fafh a yard; there 
ire great fiieds before my windows, although my 
lodgings be a ftory high ; and if they get . upon the 
(beds, they are almoft even with my window. Wc 
^bferved their track, and panes of glafs frefti broken. 
rhc watchmen told us to-day, they faw them, but 
could not catch them : they attacked others in the 
neighbourhood, about the fame time, and acftually 
robbed a houfe in Suffolk-ftrcet, which is the next 
ftrcet but one to us. It is faid, they are feamen dil- 
charged fropi fervice. I went up to call my man, 
and found his bed empty; it feems he often lies 
ibroad. I challenged him this ;norning as one of 

Vol. XV. S the 
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the robbers. He is a fad dog ; and the mintite I 
come to Ireland I will difcard him. I have this 
day got double iron bars to every windovir in my 
dining-room and bed-chamber ; and I hide my porfe 
in my thread ftocking between the bed's bead and 
the wainfcot. Lewis and I dined with an old Scotch 
friend, who brought the Duke of I>ouglas> and 
three or four moreJScots upon us. 

10. This was our Society day you know: but 
the Duke of Ormond could not be with us, bccaufe 
he dined with Prince Eugene. It coft mc a guinea 
contribution to a poet, who bad made a copy of 
verfes upon monkies, applying the ftory to the 
Duke of Marlborough ; the reft gave two guineas^ 
except the two phyficians, who followed my ex- 
ample. I don't like this cuftom ; the next time I 
will give nothing. I fat this evening at Lord Ma- 
fliam's with Lord Treafurer : I don't like his coun- 
tenance ; nor I don't like the pofture of things well. 
We cannot be ftout. Till Somerfet's out; as the old 
faying is. 

1 1. Mr. Lewis and I dined with the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, who eats the moft elegai>dy of 
any man I know in town : I walkt luftily in the 
Park by moon-fhine till eight, to fhakc off my din- 
ner and wine ; and then went to fup at Mr. Dom- 
ville's with Ford, and ftaid till twelve. It is txM 
me to-day as a great fecret, that the Duke of Somer- 
fet will be out foon; that the thing is fixt; but 
what {hall we do with the Duchefs ? they lay, the 
Duke will make her leave the Queen out of ipitc^ 
if he be out. It has fluck upon that fear a good 

3^ while 
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while already. • Well, but Lewis gave me a letter 
from MD, N. 25. O Lord, I did not expeft one 
this fortnight, faith. You are mighty good, that's 
certain; but I won't anfwer-it, becaufe this goes 
to-morrow, only what you fay of the printer being 
taken up; lvalue it not; all's fafe there; nor do 
I fear any thing, unlefs the Miniftry be changed r 
I hope that danger is over. However, I (hall be in 
Ireland before fuch a change; which could not be, 
I think, till the end of the feflion, if the Whigs 
defigns had gone on. Have not you an apron by 
Leigh, Madam Stella ? have you all I mentioned 
in a former letter ? 

12. Morning. This goes to-day as ufual. I 
think of going into the city ; but of that at night. 
Tis fine moderate weather thefe two or three daya 
laft. Farewel, &c. &c. 

LETTER XXXIX. 

London, Jan. 12, 171 1- 12. 

WH EN I fealed up my letter this morning, 
I lookt upon myfclf to be not worth a groat 
in the world. Laft night, after Mr. Ford and t 
left Domville, Ford defircd me to go with him fot 
a minute upon earneft bufinefs, and then told me 
that both he and I were ruined : for he had trufted 
Stratford with five hundred pounds for tickets for* 
the lottery, and he had -"been with Stratford^ who 
confefled he had loft fifteen thoufand pounds by 
Sir Stephen Evans, who broke laft week ; that hd 
concluded Stratford muft break too ; that he could 

S 2 not 
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not get his tickets, but Stratford made him feveral ex- 
cufes, which feemed very blind ones, Gfr. And Strat- 
ford had ne^r four hundred pounds of mine, to buy 
me five hundred pounds in the South-Sea Company. 
I came home reflefting a h'ttle ; nothing concerned 
me but MD. I called all my philofopby and religion 
up ; and, I thank God, it did not keep me awake be- 
yond my ufual time above a quarter of an hour. This 
rnoi*ning I fent for Tooke, whom I had employed to 
buy the ftock of Stratford, and fettle things with him. 
He told me, I was fccure ; for Stratford had tranf- 
ferredit to me in form in the South-Sea houfe, and 
he had accepted it for me, and all was done on ftampt 
parchment. However, he would be farther in- 
formed ; and, at night, fent me a note to confirm 
me. However, I am not yet fecure ; and, befides, 
am in pain for Ford, whom I firft brought ac- 
quainted with Stratford. I dined in the city. 

13. Domville and I dined with Ford to-day by 
appointment : the Lord Manfel told me at Court 
to-day, that I was engaged to him : but Stratford 
had promifed Ford to meet him and me to-night 
at Ford's lodgings. He did fo ; faid he had hopes 
to fave himfelf in his affair with Evans. Fordalkcd 
him for his tickets : he faid he would fend them to- 
morrow ; but looking in his pocket-book, faid he 
believed he had fome of them about him, and gave 
him as many as came to two hundred pounds, 
which rejoiced us much ; befides, he talked fo 
frankly, that we think there is no danger, I afkcd 
him, Wa§ there any more to he fettled between us 
in my affair ? he faid. No ; and anfwercd my quef- 

tions 
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tions juft as Tookc had got them from others ; fo 
I hope I am fafe. This has been a fcurvy affair. 
I believe Stella.would have half laughed at me, to fee 
a fufpicious fellow, like me, over-reached. I favv 
Prince Eugene to-day at Court: I don't think him an 
ugly faced fellow, but well enough, and a good (hape. 
14. The Parliament was to fit to-day; and met; 
but were adjourned by the Queen's direftions till 
Thurfday. She defigns to make fome important 
fpeech then. She pretended illnefs : but I believe 
they were not ready, and they exped fome oppofi- 
tion; and the Scotch Lords are angry, and muft 
be pacified. I was this morning to invite the Duke 
of Ormond to our Society on Thurfday, where he 
is then to be introduced. He has appointed me at 
, twelve to-morrow about fome bufinefs : I would 
fain have his help to impeach a certain Lord ; but I 
doubt we fhall make nothing of it. I intended to 
have dined with Lord Treafurer, but I was told he 
would be bufy ; fo I dined with Mrs. Van ; and 
at night I fat with Lord Mafliam till one. Lord 
Treafurer was there, and chid me for not dining 
'with him : he was in very good humour : I brought 
home two flaflcs of Burgundy in my chair : I wifb 
MD had them. You fee it is very latc; fo Til go 
to bed, and bid MD good night. 
. 15. This morning I prefcnted my printer and 
bookfeller to Lord Rivers, to be flationers to the 
Ordnance; Stationers, that's the word; I did not. 
write it plain at firft. I believe it will be worth 
three hundred pounds a year between them. This 
[s the third employment I have got for them. Rivers 

S 3 tola 
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told them, the Doftor commanded him, wd he 
durft not rcfufe it. I would have dined with Lord 
Treafurcr to-day again, but Lord Manfcl would 
not let me, and forced me home with him. I was 
very deep with the Di;ke of Ormond torday at the 
Cockpit, where we met to be private; but I doubt 
I cannot do the mifcbief I intended: My friend 
Penn came there, Will. Penn the Quaker^, at the 
bead of his brethren, to thank the Duke for his 
kindncfs to their people in Ireland. To fee a 
dozen fcoundrels with their hats on, and the Duke 
complimenting with his off, was a good light 
enough. I fat this evening with Sir William Robin-r 
fon, who has mighty often invited me to a bottle 
of wine : ajtid it is paft twelve. 

1 6* This being Faft-day, Dr. Friend and I went 
into the city to dine late, like good fafters. My 
printer and bookfeller want me to hook in another 
employment for them in the Tower, becaufe it was 
enjoyed before by a ftationer, although it be to fervc 
the Ordnance with pil, tallow, &c. and is worth 
four hundred pounds per annum more : I will try 
what I can do. They arc refolved to alk fcveral. 
other employments of the fame nature to other of- 
fices ; and I will then greafe fat fows, and fee 
whether it be poflible to fatisfy them. Why am 
not I a ftationer? The Parliament fits to-morrow, and 
Walpole, late Secretary at War, is to be fwinged fop 
bribery, and the Queen is to communicate fomo^ 
thing of great importance to the two Houfes^ at 
Icaft they fay fo. But I muft think of anfwcring 
your kcter in a day or two. 

\j^ I went 
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17. I went this morning to the Duke of Ormond 
aboQt fbme bufincfs; and he told me he could not 
dine with us to*day» being to dine with Prince 
Eugene. Tboie of our Society of the Houfe of 
Commons could not be with us, the Houfe fitting 
late on Walpole. I left them at nine, and they 
were not come. We kept fome dinner for them^r 
I hope Walpolo will be fent to the Tower, and 
expelled the Houfe: but, this afternoon the Mem- 
bers I ipoke with in the Court of RequeAs talked 
dubioufly of it. It will be a leading card to maul 
the Doke of Marlborough for the fame crime, or 
at leaft to cenfure him. The Queen's meflage was 
only to give them notice of the Peace (he is treating, 
and to defire they will make fome law to prevent 
libels againd the government ; fo farewd to Grub- 
ftreet. 

18. I heard to-day that the Commoners of our 
Society did not leave the Parliament till eleven at 
night, then went to thofe I left, and (laid till three 
in the morning. Walpole is expelled, and fent to 
the Tower. I was this morning again with Lord 
Rivers, and have made him give the other employ- 
ment to my printer and bookfeller ; 'tis worth a 
great deal. I dined with my friend Lewis privately^ 
to talk over affairs. We want to have this Duke 
of Somerfet out, and he apprehends it will not be ; 
but I hope better. They are going now at laft to 
change the Commiffioners of the C^ftoms : my 
friend ^ir Matthew Dudley will be out, and three ' 
more, and Prior will be in. I have made Ford copy 
put a fmall pamphlet, and fend it to the prefs, that 

S 4 I might 
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I might not be known for author; ^tis A Letter /tf 
the Odlober Club, if ever you heard of fuch a thing. 
— — Methinks this letter goes on but flowly for 
almoft a week -, I want fomc little converfation with 
MD, and to know what they are doing juft now. 
I am fick of politicks. I have not dined vvith Lord 
Treafurer thefe three weeks ; he chides me, but I 
don't care j I don't. 

19. I dined to-day with Lord Treafurer; this is 
his day of choice company; where they fomctimes 
admit me, but pretend to grumble. And to-day 
they met on fome extraordinary bufinefs; the Keeper, 
Steward, both Secretaries, Lord Rivers, and Lord 
Anglefey ; I left them at feven, and came away, 
and have been writing to the Bifhop of Cloghcr. I 
forgot to know where to direft to him finceSif 
George St. George's death ; but I have direftcd to 
the fame houfe : you muft tell me better ; for the 
letter is fent by the bell-nran. Don't write to mc 
again till this is gone, I charge you ; for I won't 
anfwer two letters together. The DukeofSomer- 
fet is out, and was with his yellow liveries at Par- 
liament to-day. You know he had the fame with 
the Queen, when he was Mafter of the Horfe : we 
hope the Duchefs will follow, or that he will take 
her away in fpite. Lord Treafurer, I hope, has now 
faved his head. Has the Dean received my letter? 
afk him at cards to-night. 

20. There was a world of people to-day at Court 
to fee Prince Eugene, but all bit, for he did not 
come. I faw the Duchefs of Somerfet talking with 
the Duke of Buckingham ; flic looked a litflc doWD, 
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but was extremely courteous. The Queen has the 
gout, but is not in much pain. Muft I fill this 
line too ? ♦ well then, fo let it be. The Duke of 
Beaufort has a mighty mind to come into our So- 
ciety; (hall we let him? I fpoke to the Duke of 
Omiond about it, and he doubts a little whether 
to let him in or no. They fay the Duke of Somer- 
fct is advifed by his friends to let his wife ftay 
with the Queen ; I am forry for it. I dined with 
the Secretary to-day, with mixed company ; I don't 
love it. Our Society does not meet till Friday, 
becaufe Thurfday will be a bufy day in the Houfc 
of Commons ; for then the Duke of Marlborough's 
bribery is to be examined into about the penfion 
paid him by thofe that furniflied bread to the army. 

21. I have been five times with the Duke of 
Ormond about a perfedl trifle, and he forgets it : I 
ufed him like 2. dog this morning for it. I was 
afked to-day by feveral in the Court of Requefts, 
Whether it was true that the author of the Ex- 
aminer 'f was taken up in an aftion of twenty thou- 
sand pounds by the Duke of Marlborough ? I dined 
in the city, where my printer (hewed me a pamph- 
let called Advice to the Oftober Club, which he faid 
was fent him by an unknown hand ; I commended 
it mightily; he never fufpcftcd me; 'tis a two- 

* It is the lad of the page, and written clofe to the edge of the 
paper. 

f Upon the loth and 17th of this month the Examiner was very 
evere upon the Duke of Marlborough, and in confcqucnce of thii 
'cpoTt purfued him with greater virulence in the following courie of 
lis papers. But Swift was not the writer of the Examiiier.at tkat 
>eriod, ... .i^wx J»z 
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penny pamphlet. I came home and got timely to 
bed ; but about eleven one of the Secretary's fer- 
vants came to me, to let me know that Lord Trea« 
furer would Immediately fpeak with me at Lord 
Mafham's upon earned bufinefs ; and that if I was 
a*bed, I fhould rife and come. I did fo; Lord 
Trcafurer was above with the Queen ; and when he 
came down he laughed, and faid it was not he that 
fent for me : the bufinefs was of no great impor- 
tance^ only to give me a paper, which might have 
been done to-morrow. I flaid with them till paft 
one, and then got to bed again. Pize take their 
frolicks. I thought to have anfwered your letter. 

22. Dodtor Gaflrel was to fee me this morning i 
he is an eminent divine, one of the Canons of 
Chrift-church, and one I love very well : he faid^ 
he was glad to find I was not with James Broads 
I aiked what he meant ; Why, fays he, have you 
not feen the Grub-ftreet paper, that fays Dr, Swift 
was taken up as author of the Examiner on an adtion 
of twenty thoufand pounds, and was now at James 
Broad's (who, I fuppofe, is fome bailiff.) I knew 
nothing of this ; but at the Court of Requefts twenty 
people told me they heard I had been taken up« 
Lord Lanfdown oblerved to the Secretary and mc^ 
that the Whigs fpread three lies ycfterday*; thai 
about me ; and another, that Macartney, who was 
turned out laft Summer, is again reftored to his 
places in the army; and the third, that Jack Hill's 
commiffion for Lieutenant of the Tower is ilopt, 

* Thefe lies are all particularly mentioned by the Examiner, N« 
lo, dated Feb. 7, I7ii-i2* 

and 
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1 that Cadogan is to continue. Lanfdown thinks 
ly have fomc defign by thefc reports ; I cannot 
efs it. Did I tell you that Sachevercll has dcfired 
ghtily to come and fee me ; but I have put it oflF: 
has heard that I have fpoken to the Secretary in 
balf of a brother whom he maintains, and who 
ires an employment. T'other day at the Court 
Requefls Dr. Yalden faluted me by name 3 Sache- 
reli, who was jufl by, came up to me, and made 

I many acknowledgments and compliments. Laft 
^ht I defired Lord Treafurer to do fomcthing for 
It brother of Sachevcrell's : he faid he never knew 

had a brother ; but thanked me fox telling him, 
d immediately put his name in his table-book. I 

II let Sacheverell know this, that he may take his 
safures accordingly ; but he (hall be none of my 
[]uaintance. I dined to-day privately with the 
cretary, left him at fix, paid a vifit or two, and 
me home. 

23. I dined again to-day with the Secretary ; but 
uld not difpatch fome bufinefs I had with htm, 

has fo much befides upon his hands at this junc- 
rej and preparing againft the great bufinefs to- 
orrow, which we are top full of. The Minifter's 
fign is, that the Duke of Marlborough (hall be 
oAired as gently as poflible, provided his friends 
11 not make head to defend him 5 but if they do. 

may end in fome feverer votes. A gentlemaa 
10 was juft now with him, tells me he is much 
ft down, and fallen away ; but he is pofitive, if he 
s but ten friends in the Iloufe, that they (hall 
fend him to the utmoO:, and endeavour to pre- 
vent 
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vent the leaft cenfurc upon him ; which I think can* 
not be, lince the bribery is manifeft : Sir Solomon 
Medina paid him fix thoufand pounds a year to have 
the employment of providing bread for the army, 
and the Duke owns it in his letter to the Commit 
fioners of Accounts. I was to-night at Lord Ma- 
fliam's ; Lord Dupplin took out my hew little 
pamphlet, and the Secretary read a great deal of it 
to Lord Trealbrer ; they all commended it to the 
fkies, and fo did I, and they began a health to the 
author. But I doubt Lord Treafurer fufpedled : for 
he faid, This is Dr. Davenant's ftyle ; which is hij 
cant when he fufpe<fls me. But I carried the mat- 
ter very well. Lord Treafurer put the pamphlet in 
his pocket to read at home. Til anfvvcr your let- 
ter to-morrow. 

24. The Secretary made me promife to dine wiA 
him to-day after the Parliament wa$ up; I faid l 
would come; but I dined at my ufual time; know- 
ing the houfe would fit late on this great affair. I 
dined at a tavern with Mr. Domville and another 
gentleman ; I have not done fo before thefe many 
months. At ten this evening I went to the Secre- 
tary, but he w^as not come home ; I fat with bil 
Lady till twelve, then came away ; and hejuft came 
as I was gone, and he fent to my lodgings, but I 
v\^ould not go back ; and fo I know not how things 
have pafTed ; but hope all is well ; and I will tdl 
you to-morrow day. It is late, &c. 

25. The Secretary fent to me this morning tQ 
know whether we fhould dine together ; I went to 
him, and there I learnt, that the queftion went »- 
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linft the Duke of Marlborough by a majority of a 
jndred ; fo the Miniftry is mighty well fatisfiecf, 
id the Duke will now be able to do no hurt. The 
^crctary and I and Lord Mafham, &c. dined with 
ieutenant-general Withers, who is juft going to 
K>k after the army in Flanders : the Secretary and 
left them a little after feven, and I am come home, 
id will now anfwer your letter, becaufe this goes 

>-morrow: let me fee. The box at Chefter^ 

h, burn that box, and hang that Sterne; I have 
efired one to enquire for it who went towards Ire- 
ind laft Monday, but am in utter defpair of it. — 
To, I was not fplenetick; you fee what plunges the 
iourt has been at to fet all right again. And that 
)uchefs is not out yet, and may one day caufe more 
ttifchief. Somerfet (hews all about a letter from 
he Queen, defiling him to let his wife continue 
^rith her. Is not that rare ! I find Dinglcy fmelt 
rat; becaufe the Whigs are uptjh ; but if ever I 
lear that word ngain. Til uppijlj you. I am glad 
ou got your rafp fafe and found ; does Stella like 
icr apron ? Your criticks about guarantees of fuc- 
cllion are puppies ; that's an anfwer to the objec- • 
ion. The anfvverers here made the fame objeftion, 
ut it is wholly wrong. I am of your opinion, that 
lOrd Marlborough is ufed too hardly : I have often 
rratched out paflages from papers and pamphlets 
:nt me before they were printed 5 becaufe I thought 
lem too fevere. But, he is certainly a vile man, 
id has na fort of merit befide the military. The 
xaminers are good for little : I would fain have 
indered the feverity of the two or three laft, but 

could 
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could not. I will either bring your papers over, or 
leave them with Tooke, for whofe honefty I will 
engage. And I think it is beft not to venture them 
with me at fea. Stella is a prophet, by foretelling 
lb very pofitively that all would be well. Duke of 
Ormond fpeak againft Peace ? No, fimpleton : he 
is one of the ftancheft we have for the Miniftry. 
Neither trouble yourfelf about the printer : he ap- 
peared the firft day of term, and is to appear when 
fummoned again ; but nothing elfe will come of it. 
Lord Chief Juftice is cooled fince this new fetdc- 
ment. No ; I will not fplit my journals in half; 
I will write but once a fortnight : but you may do 
as you will ; which is, read only half at once, and 
t'other half next week. So now your letter is an- 
fwered (Pox on thefe blots !) What muft I fay more? 
I will fet out in March, if there be a fit of fine wea- 
ther ; unlefs the Miniftry defire me to ftay till the 
end of the feffion, which may be a month longer; 
but I believe they will not : for I fuppofc the Peace 
will be made, and they will have no further fervice 
for me. I muft make my canal fine this Summer, as 
fine as I can. I am afraid I (hall fee great negleds 
among my quickfets. I hope the cherry-trees on the 
river- walk are fine things now. But no more of this. 
26. I forgot to finifh this letter this morning, and 
am come home fo late I muft give it to the bell-mins 
but I would have it go to-night, left you ihquld think 
there is any thing in theftory of my being arreibd in 
an adtion of twenty thoufand pounds by Lord Mad- 
borough, which I hear is in Dyer*s letter, and coiiie- 
quently, I fuppofe, gone to Ireland. Farewel, deaiA ■ 
MD, e?r. &c. LETTER 
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LETTER XL. 

London, Jan, 26, 17 11-12. 

I HAVE no gOt paper left of this fize, Co you 
muft be content with plain. Our Society dined 
together to-day, for it was put cfF, as I told you, 
upon Lord Marlborough's bufinefs on Thurfday. 
The Duke of Ormond dined with us to-day, the 
firft time; we were thirteen at table; and Lord 
Lanfdown came in after dinner, fo that we wanted 
but three. The Secretary propofed the Duke of 
Beaufort, who defires to be one of our Society ; but 
I ftopt it, becaufe the Duke of Ormond doubts a 
little about it ; and he was gone before it was pro- 
pofed. I left them at feven, and fat this evening 
with poor Mrs. Weflcy, who has been mightily ill 
to-day with a fainting fit : ihe has fiften convulfions 
too; (tie takes a mixture with ajfafcrtida^ which I 
have now in my nofe ; and every thing fmells of it* 
I never fmelt it before ; 'tis abominable. We have 
eight pacquets, they fay, due from Ireland. 

27. I could not fee Prince Eugene at Court to- 
day, the crowd was fo great. The Whigs contrive 
to have a crowd always about him, and employ the 
rabble to give the word, when he fets out from any 
place. When the Duchefs of Hamilton came from 
the Queen after church, fhe whifpered me that (he 
was going to pay me a vifit: I went to Lady Oglc- 
thorp*s, the place appointed ; for Ladies always vi 
me in third places, and (he kept me till 
(he talks too much, is a plaguy detradc 
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lieve I fliall not much like her. I was engaged W 
dine with Lord Mafliam ; they ftaid as long as they 
could, yet had almoft dined, and were going in anger 
to pull down the brafs peg for my hat, but Lady 
Marnam faved it. At eight I went again to Lord 
Mafham's^ Lord Treafurer is generally there at 
night : we fat up till almoft two. Lord Treafurer 
has engaged me to contrive fome way to keep the 
ArchbiHiop of York from being feduced by Lord 
Nottingham. I will do what I can in it to-mor-^ 
row. 'Tis very late, fo I muft go fleep. 

28. Poor Mrs. Manley the author is very ill of a ' 
dropfy and fore leg ; the printer tells me he is afraid 
Hie cannot live long. I am heartily forry for her; 
Ihe has very generous principles for one of her fort; 
and a great deal of good fcnfe and invention : flic is 
about forty, very homely and very fat. Mrs. Vaa 
made me dine with her to-day. I was this morning 
with the Duke of Ormond, and the prolocutor,/ 
about what Lord Treafurer fpoke to me yefterday; 
I know not what will be the iflue. There is but a 
(lender majority in the Houfe of Lords; and wc 
want more. We are fadly mortified at the news of 
the French taking the town in Brafil from the Por- 
tuguefe. The fixth edition of three thoufand of the 
Condu(5l of the Allies is fold, and the printer talks of 
a feventh ; eleven thoufand of them have been fold; 
which is a prodigious run. The little two-penny 
Letter of Advice to the Odober Club does not fell; 
I know not the reafon ; for it is finely written, I 
aflure you ; and, like a true author, I grow fond of 
it, becaufe it does not fell : you know that is ufual 

to 
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ivrlters^ to condemn the judgment of the world : 
[ had hinted it to be mine, tvcry body would have 
ight it» but it is a great fecret. 
zg. I borrowed one or two idle books of Contes 
Fees*, and have been reading them thefe two 
^s, although I have much bufmefs upon my hands. 
:>itered till one at liome ; then went to Mr. Lewis 
his office; and the Vicc-Cihamberlain told me. 
It Lady Ryalton had ycfterday rcfigned her em- 
yment of Lady of the bed-chamber, and that 
dy Jane Hyde, Lord Rochefter's daughter, a 
ghty pretty girl, is to fucceed $ he faid too, that 
dy Sunderland would refign in a day or two. I 
led with Lewis, and then went to fee Mrs. Wef- 
', who is better to-day. But you muft know, 
it Mr. Lewis gave me two letters, one from the 
[hop of Cloyne, with an inclofcd from Lord In- 
equin to Lord Trcafurer; which he defircs I 
)uld deliver and recommend. I am told, that 
rd was much in with Lord Wharton, and I re- 
jmbcr he was to have been one of the Lords 
(tices by his recommendation ; yet the Bishop re- 
mmends him as a great friend to the church, &c* 
I do what I think proper. T'other letter was 
mi little faucy MD, N. 26. O Lord, never faw 
B like, under a cover too, and by way of journjd 1 
: ihall never have done. Sirrahs ; how durft you 
:itc fo foon, firrahs ? I won't anfwer it yet. 
30. I was this morning witfh the Secretary, who 
IS iick, and out of humour; he woulds needs 
Ink Champagne fome days ago, on purpofe to 
• Talffl of tlie ¥9ixm. 

Vol. XV. t ^« 
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f;. ite me, bccaufe I advifed him againft it, and now 
he pays for it ; Stella ufed to do fuch tricks formerly; 
he put me in mind of her. Lady. Sunderland has 
refigned her place too. It is Lady Catherine Hyde 
that fucceeds Lady Ryalton; and not Lady Jane. 
Lady Catherine is the late Earl of Rochcftcr*s daugh- 
ter. I dined with the Secretary, then jfWited his 
Lady; and fat this evening with Lady Maiham; the 
Secretary came to us; but Lord Treafurer did not; 
he dined with the Mafter of the Rolls> and ftaid 
late with him. Our Society does not meet till to- 
morrow fen night, becaufe we think the Parliament 
will be very bu(y to-morrow upon the ftate of thft 
war ; and the Secretary, who is to treat as Prefidcnt, 
mufl: be in the houfe. I fancy my talking of per- 
fons and things here^ mull be very tedious to youj 
becaufe you know nothing of them ; and I talk as 
if you did. You know Kevin's-ftreet, and Wcr- 
burgh-ftreet, and (what do you call the ftreet where 
Mrs. Walls lives ?) and Ingoldlby, and Higgins, and 
Lord Santry; but what care you for Lady Catherine 
Hyde? why do you fay nothing of your healthy 
, firrah ? I hope it is well. 

3 r. Trimnel, Bifliop of Norwich, who was with 
this Lord Sunderland at Moor- park in their travels, 
preached yellerday before the Houfe of Lords ; and 
to-day the queftion was put to thank him, and print 
his fcrmon ; but pafTed againft him ; for it was » 
terrible Whig ftrmon. The Bill to repeal the Aft 
for naturalizing proteftant foreigners, pafled the 
lioufe of Lords to-day by a majority of twcntyt 
though the Scotch Lords went out, and would vote 
3 * .. neither 
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t^itber way, in 4ifcontent about Duke Hamilton's 
patent, if you know any thing of it. A poem is 
come out to-day infcribed to me, by way of a flirt ; 
for it is a Whiggifli poem, and good for nothing. 
They plagued me with it in the court of requefts. 
I dined with Lord Treafurer at five alone, only with 
one Dutch man. Prior i^ now a Commiffioner of 
the Cuftoms. J told you fo before, I fuppofe. 
When I came home to-night, I found a letter from 
Dr. Sachcverell, thanking me for recommending 
his brother to Lord Treafurer and Mr. Secretary for 
a place. Lord Treafurer fcnt to him about it : fo 
good a folicitor was I, although I once hardly thought 
I Ihould be a fglicitor for Sachevercll. 

Feb. I. Has not your Dean of St. Patrick's re- 
ceived my letter ? you fay nothing of it, although I 
writ above a month ago. My printer has got the 
gQUti and I was forced to go to him to-day, and 
there I dioed. It was a mod delicious day; why 
don't you obfcrve whether the fame days be fine with 
you? to-night at fix Dr. Atterbury, and Prior, and 
I, and Dr. Friend, met at Dr. Robert Friend's houfc 
at Weftminfter, who is mafter of the fchbol: there 
we fat till one, and were good enough company. 
I here take leave to tell politick^ Dingley, that the 
paflage in the Conducfl of the Allies is fo far from 
being blameable, that the Secretary defigns to infifl: 
upon it in the Houfe of Commons, when the Treaty 
of Barrier is debated there, as it now fliortly will, for 
they have ordered it to be laid before them. The 
pamphlet of Advice to the 0(^ober Club begins 
now to fell i but I believe it's fame will hardly reach 

T ?. Ireland: 
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Ireland : 'tis finely written, I afTure you. I long to 
anfwer your letter ; but won't yet ; you know 'tis 
late, &c. 

2. This day ends Chriftmas; and what care I? I 
have neither feen, nor felt, nor heard any Chriftmas 
this year. I paiTed a lazy dull day : I was this morn- 
ing with Lord Trcafurer, to get fome papers from 
him, which he will remember as much as a cat, 
although it be bis own bulinefs. It threatened rain, 
but did not much ; and Prior and I walked an hour 
in the Park, which quite put me out of my meafures. 
I dined with a friend hard by ; and in the evening 
fat with Lord Mafliam till twelve. Lord Trca- 
furer did not come; this is an idle dining day ufually 
with him. We want to hear from Holland how ' 
our peace goes on ; for we are afraid of thofe fcoun* 
drels the Dutch, left they (hould play us tricks. 
Lord Marr, a Scotch Earl, was with us at Lori 
Mafham's ; I was arguing with him about the ftub- 
bornnefs and folly of his countrymen ; they are £> 
angry about the affair of Duke Hamilton, whom the 
Queen has made a Duke of England, and the Hooie 
of Lords will not admit him : he fwears he would 
vote for us, but dare not; becaufe all Scotland would 
deteft him if he did; he ftiould never be cbofen 
again, nor be able to live there. 

3. I was at Court to-day to look for a dinner; 
but did not like any that were offered mc; and I 
dined with Lord Mountjoy. The Queen has the 
gout in her knee, and was not at chapel. I hear 
we have a Dutch mail, but I know not what news, 
although I. was with the Secretary this morning. 

He 
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He (hewed me a letter from the Hanover Envoy, 
Mr. Bothmar, complaining that the Barrier Treaty 
is laid before the Houfe of Commons ; and defiring 
that no infringement may be made in the Guarantee 
of the Succeffion ; but the Secretary has written 
him a peppering anfwer. I fancy you underftand 
all this, and are able ftates-girls, fince you have 
read the Conduft of the Allies. We are all pre- 
paring againft the birth-day, I think it is Wednef- 
day next. If the Queen's gout encreafes, it will 
ipoil fport. Prince Eugene has two fine fults made 
againft it; and the Queen is to give him a fword 
worth four thoufand pounds, the diamonds fet 
tranfparent. 

4. I was this morning foliciting at the Houfe of 
Commons' door for Mr. Vcftry, a fon of the Arch- 
bifhop of Tuam, who has peticioned for a Bill to 
relieve him in fome difficulty about his eflatc; I 
fecured him about fifty members. I dined with 
Lady Mafham. We have no pacquet from Holland^ 
as I vvas told yefterday; and this wind will hinder 
many people from appearing at the birth-day, who 
cxpedted cloaths from Holland. I appointed to 
meet a Gentleman at the Secretary's to-night, and 
. they both failed. The Houfe of Commons have 
this day made many fevere votes about our being 
abufed by our allies. Thofe who fpoke, drew all 
their arguments from my book, and their votes con- 
firm all I writ; the Court had a majority of 4 hun- 
dred and fifty : all agree, that it was my book that 
ipirited them to thefe refolutions; I long to fee 
fbem in print. My bead has not been as well as I 

T 3 could 
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could wifh it for fome days paft, but I have not 
had any giddy fit, and I hope it will go over. 

5. The Secretary turned me dut of his room thi^ 
morning, and (hewed me fifty guineas rolled up, 
which he was going to give fome French fpy. I 
dined with four Iriflimcn at a tavern to-day; I 
thought I had refolved againft it before, but I broke 
it. I played at cards this evening at Lady Mafham's, 
but I only played for her while (he was writing; 
and I won her a pool ; and fupt there. Lord Trca- 
furer was with us, but went away before twelve. 
The Ladies and Lords have all their cloaths ready 
againft to-morrow : I faw feveral mighty fine, and I 
hope there will be a great appearance, in fpitc cf 
that fpitcful French fa(hion of the whiggifh Ladic$ 
not to come, which they have all refolved to a 
woman ; and I hope it will more fpirit the Queen 
againft them for ever. 

6. I went to dine at Lord Mafham's at three, and 
met all the company juft coming out of Court; 
a mighty crowd; they ftaid long for their coaches: 
1 had an opportunity of feeing feveral Lords and 
Ladies of my acquaintance in. their fineries. Lady 
A(hburnham looked the bcft in my eyes. They fay, 
the Court was never fuller nor finer. Lord Trea- 
furer, his Lady, and two daughters, and Mrs. Hill 
dined with Lord and Ladv Mafliam ; the five La- 
dies were monftrous fine. The Queen gave Prince 
Eugene the diamond fword to-day ; but no-body 
was by when (he gave it, except my Lord Cham- 
berlain. There was an entertainment of opera fongs 
at nighty and the Queen was at all the entertainment, 

and 
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and is very well after it. I faw Lady V^barton* as 
jugly as the Devil, coming out in the crowd all in 
anundrefs; flie had been with the Marlborough 
.daughters and Lady Bridgwater in St. James's, 
looking out of the window all undrcflcd, to fee the 
/ight. I do not hear that one Whig Lady was 
there, except thofe of the bed-chamber. Nothing 
has made fo great a noife as one Kelfon's chariot, 
tbat coft nine hundred and thirty pounds, the lineft 
was ever fcen. The rabble huzzaed him as much 
a3 they did Prince f^ugenc. This is birth-day chat. 

7. Our Society met to-day, the Duke of Ormond 
was not with us; we have leflentd our dinners, 
which were grown fo extravagant, that Lord Trea- 
furcr and every body clfe cried fliame. I left them 
at feven, vifited for an hour, and then came home, 
like a good boy. The Queen is much better after 
yefterday's exercife: her friends wilh fhe would ufe 
a little more. I oppofed Lord Jcrfey's eledion into 
our Society, and he is rcfufed : I likewife oppofed . 
the Duke of Beaufort; but I believe he will be 
chofen in fpite of me : I don't much care ; I ftiall 
not be with them above two months ; for I refolve 
to fct out for Ireland the beginning of April -next 
(before I treat them again) and fee my 'willows. 

8. I dined to-day in the city ; this mcrning a 
fcoundrel dog, one of the Queen's mufick, a Ger- 
man, whom I had never fcen, got accefs to me in 
my chamber by Patrick's folly, and gravely defired 
mc to get an employment in the Cuftoms for a friend 
of. his, who would be very grateful ; and likewife 
iQ forward a project of his own, for railing ten 

T 4 thoufand 
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thoufand founds a year upon Operas : I ufed him 
civiller than he defcrvcd ; but it v»cd me to the 
pluck. He was told, I had a mighty intercft with 
Lord Treafurer, and one word of mine, &c.—^ 
Well ; I got home early on purpofe to anfwer MD's 
letter, N. z6 ^ for this goes to-morrow. — ^WcU ; I 
never faw fuch a letter in aU my life j fo faucy, fo 
journalifli, fo fanguine, fo pretending, fo every thing, 
i fatisficd all yoijr fears in my laft ; all is gone well, 
as you fay; yet you are an impudent flut to befo 
pofitive ; you will fwagger fo upon your fagacity that 
we fhall never have done. Pray don't miflay your 
^-eply; I would certainly print it, if I had it here: 
ho^ long is it ? I fuppofe, half a fhcet s was the 
^nfwer written in Ireland ? yes, yes, you fhall have 
a letter when you com? from Baligall. I need not 
tell you again who's out aqd who's in : we can never 
get out thp Duchefs of Somerfet.— rSo, they fay 
Preflp writ the Coi\du(ft, &c. do they like it? I 
don't care whether they do or no ; but the Refola- 
tioDS printed t'other day in the Votes, arc almoft 
quotations from <t ; and would never have paficd, if 
that book had not been written. I will not meddle 
with the Spcftapr, let him fair-fex it to the world's 
end. My diforder is over, but blood was not from 
^hc p— les. Well, Madam Dingley, the froftj 
why we had a great froftj, bqt I forget how long 
^go; i^.laftpd above a week or ten days: I b(:lieve 
about fix weeks ago; bqt it did not break fo fooi( 
with us I think as December 29 ; yet I think it WM 
about that time, on fecond though ts« MD can 
have no letter frpip Pref|o, fays you, and yet four 
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ays before you own you had my thirty-feventb, 
nrcafonable fluts ! the Bifhop of Gloucefter is not 
lead, and I am as likely to fucceed the Duke of 
Marlborough as him if he were ; there's enough for 
hat now. It is not unlikely that the Duke of 
Ihrewlbury will be your governour ; at leaft I be- 
ieve the Duke of Ormond will not return. — Well, 
Jtella again : why really three editions of the Con- 
Iu6t, &c. is very much for Ireland ; it is a fign you 
lave fome honeft among you. — Well; I will do 
Mr. Manley all the fervice I can : but he will ruin 
uqifelf. What bufinefs had he to engage at all 
.bout the city ? can't he v/ifh his caufe well, and 
« quiet, when he finds that ftirring will do it no 
;ood, and himfelf a great deal of hurt ? I cannot 
magine who fhould open my letter; it muft be 
lone at your fide. — If I hear of any thoughts of 
urning out Mr. Manley, I will endeavour to pre- 
sent it. I have already had ail the Gentlemen of 
[rfeland here upon my back often, for defending him. 
5o now I have anfwercd your fancy letter. My 
lumble fervice to goody Stoyte and Catherine; I 
vill come foon for my dinner. 

9. Morning. My cold goes off at laft; but I 
:hink I have got a fmall new one. I have no news 
ince laft. They fay we hear by the way of Calais, 
:bat peace is very near concluding. I hope it may 
)e true. I'll go and feal up my letter, and give it 
nyfelf to-night into the PoftTdffice ; and fo I bid 
ny deareft MD farewel till to-night. I heartily 
ivifh myfelf with them, as hope faved. My wil<- 
o)vs, and quickfets^ and trees will be finely, ini- 
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proved, I hope, this year. It has been fine hard 
frofty weather yeflerday and to-day. Farewcl, ^c. 

LETTER LVm. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. JOHNSON. 

Feb. 9, 1711-ia. 

1X7 H E N my letter is gone, and I have none of 
^ ^ your's to anfwer, my confcience is fo clear, 
and my (boulder fo light, and I go on with fuch 
courage to prate upon nothing to dear charming 
MD. you would wonder. I dined to-day with Sir ^ 
Mathew Dudley, who is newly turned out of the 
Commiflion of the Cuftoms. He afFefts a good 
heart, and talks in the extremity of whiggcry, which 
was always his principle, though he was gentle a 
little, while he kept in employment. We can get 
no pacquets from Holland. I have not been with 
any of the Miniftry thefe two or three days. I keep 
out of their way on purpofe, for a certain reafon, for 
fome time, though I muft dine with the Secretary* 
to-morrow. The choofing of the company being 
left to me, I have engaged Lord Anglefey and Lord . 
Carteret, and have promifed to get three more; but 
I have a mind that none elfe fliould be admitted. 
However, if I like any body at Court to->morrow, | 
piay perhaps invite them. I have got another cold| 
but not very bad. 

• St. John. 

iQtb, I/aw 
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loth^ I faw Prince Eugene at Court to-day very 
plain. He is plaguy yellow, and literally ugly be- 
iides. The Court was very full, and people had 
their birth-day cloaths. No pacquets from Holland 
yet. Here arc a parcel of drunken whiggifli Lords, 
like your Lord Santry, who come into chocolate- 
houfes, and rail aloud at the Tories, and have chal- 
lenges fent them, and the next morning come and 
beg pardon. General Rofs was like to fwinge the 
Macquis of Winchefter for this trick, the other day; 
and 'we have nothing elfe now to talk of till the 
Parliament has had another bout with the ftate of 
the war, as they intend in a few days. They have 
ordered the barrier treaty to be laid before them j - 
and it was talked fome time ago, as if there was a 
defign to impeach Lord Townfcnd, who made it. 

nth, I dined with Lord Anglefey to-day, who 
had feven Irilhmen to be my companions, of which 
^o only were coxcombs. One I did not know, and 
the other was young Bligh, who is a puppy of figure 
here, with a fine chariot. He afked me, one day 
at Court, when I had juft been talking with fome 
Lords, who ftood near me, Dodtor, when (hall we 
fee you in the county of Meath ? I whifpered him 
to take care what he faid, for the people would think 
he was fome Barbarian. He never would fpeak to 
me fince, till we met to-day. I went to Lady 
Ma{ham*s to-night, and fat with Lord Treafurerand 
the Secretary there till part: two o'clock; and, when 
I came home, found fome letters from Ireland, 
which I read, but can fay nothing of them till to- 
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morrow, it is fo very late ; but I muft always be, 
late or early, MD's, &c. 

1 2th, Onclettcr was from the Bifhop of aoghcr 
laft night, and the other from Walls, about Mrs. 
South's falary, and his own penfion of eighteen pounds 
for his tythcs of the Park. I wil| do nothing in 
cither. The firft I cannot fcrve in, and the other is 
a trifle; only you may tell him I bad his letter, and 
will fpeak to Ned Southwell about what he defires me. 
You fay nothing of your Dean's receiving my letter. 

I find, Clements, whom I recommended to Lord 
Anglefcy laft year, at Wall's defire, or rather theBi- 
(hop of Cloghcr's, is mightily in Lord Anglcfcy's 
favour. You may tell the Bifhop and Walls fo. I 
faid to Lord Anglefey, that I was glad I had the 
good luck to recommend him, &c. 

I dined in the city with my printer, to confult 
with him about fome papers Lord Treafurer gave 
me laft night, as he always does, too late. JIoDPJr- 
cvcr, I will do fomcthing with them. My third 
cold is a» little better, I never had any thing like it 
before, three colds fucceflively ; I hope I fliall have 
a fourth. Three meflengcrs come from Holland 
to-day, and they brought over the fix pacquets that 
were due. I know not the particulars yet ; for when 
I was with the Secretary at noon, they were juft 
opening. But one thing I find, the Dutch arc play- 
ing us tricks, and tampering with the French 5 they 
are dogs ; I fliall know more. 

, 13th, I dined to-day privately with my friend 
Lewis, at his lodgings, to confult about forpc ob- 
fcrvations on the barrier treaty. Ouif news from 

Hollan4 
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Holland is not good. The French raifc difficulties, 
ind make fuch offers to the Allies, as cannot be ac- 
cepted; and the Dutch are uneafy, that we are likely 
to get any thing for ourfelves ; and the Whigs are 
glad at all this. I came home early, and have been 
very bufy three or four hours. I had a letter from 
Dr. Pratt to-day by a private hand, recommending 
the bearer to me, for fomething I (hall not trouble 
myfelf about. Wefley writ to recommend the 
fame fellow to me. His exprcffion is, that hearing 
I am acquainted with my Lord Treafurer, he defircs 
I would do fo and fo. A matter of nothing. What 
puppies are mankind ! I hope I (hall be wifer when 
I have once done with Courts. I think you have 
not troubled me much with your recommendations. 
I would do you all the fervicc I could. 

14th, Our Society dined to-day at Mr. Secre- 
tary's houfe. I went there at four ; but hearing the 
Houfe of Commons would fit late upon the barrier 
treaty, I went for an hour to Kenfington, to fee Lord 
Maiham's children. My young nephew *, his fon 
of fix iponths old, has got a fvyelling in his neck. I 
fear it is the evil. We did not go to dinner till 
eight at night, and I left them at ten. The Com- 
mons have been very fcvere on the barrier treaty, as 
you will find by their votes. A Whig Member took 
out the Condudt of the Allies, and read that paffage 
about the fu;:ccffion with great refentment ; but none 
feconded him. The Church-party carried every vote 
by a great majority. The Archbiihop of Dubljp is 

* Lord Malbam was cneof the ilxtcen brothers ; which accounts for 
Swift's calliog his fon nephew* 

fo 
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fo railed at by all who come from Ireland, that I 
can defend him no longer. Lord Anglcfey affurcd 
me, that the ftory of applying Pifo out of Tacitus 
to LfOrd Treafurer being wounded is true. I believe 
the Duke of Beaufort will be admitted to our Society 
next meeting. To-day I publifhed the Fable rf 
Midas, a poem, printed in a Icofe half (heet. I 
know not how it will take ; but it pafled wonder- 
fully at our Society to-night, Mr. Secretary read it 
before me the other night, to Lord Treafurer, at 
Lord Mafliam's, where they equally approved of it. 
Tell me how it pafTes with you ? I think this pa. 
per is larger than ordinary ; for here is a fix days 
journal, and no nearer the bottom. I fear thefc 
journals are very dull. 

15th, Mr. Lewis and I dined by invitation with 
a Scotch acquaintance, after I had been very bufy 
in my chamber, till two in the afternoon. My 
third cold is now very troublefomc on my breaft, 
cfpecially in the morning. This is a great revolu- 
tion in my health ; colds ntver ufed to return fo 
foon with me, or laft fo long. It is very furpriliDg 
the news this day : the Dauphin and Dauphinefs, 
both dying within fix days. They fay the old King 
is almoft heart-broke : he has had prodigious mor- 
tifications in his family. The Dauphin has left two 
little fons, of four and two years old ; the eldeft is 
fick. There is a foolifti ftory got about town, that 
Lord Straflford, one of our Plenipptentiaries, is in 
the interefts of France : and it has been a good whik 
faid, that Lord Privy-feal * and he do not agree 
* Dr. John Robinfon, Bithopof Bnftcl. 

very 
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very well ; they arc both long pradifed in bufincfs, 
but neither of them of much parts. Strafford has 
fonne life and fpirit; but is infinitely proud, and 
wholly illiterate. 

16th, I dined to-day in the city with nfiy printer, 
to finifh fomething I am doing about the barrier 
treaty; but it is not quite done*. I went this 
evening to Lord Mafliam's, where Lord Treafurer 
fat with us till paft twelve. The Lords have voted 
an addrefs to the Queen, to tell her, they are not 
fatisfied with the King of France's offers. The 
Whigs brought it in of a fudden ; and the Court 
could not prevent it, and therefore did not oppofe it. 
The Houlc of Lords is too ftrong in Whigs, not- 
withftanding the new creations : for they are very 
diligent, and the Tories as lazy : the fiilc that is 
down has always moft induftry. The Whigs in- 
tended to have made a vote, that would refleft on 
Lord Treafurer; but their projedt was not ripe. I 
hit my face fuch a rap by calling the coach to flop 
to-night, that it is plaguy fore, the bone beneath the 
eye. Night, deareft MD. 

17th, The Court was mighty full to-day, and has 
been fo thefe many Sundays ; but the Qaeen was 
not at chapel. She has got a little fit of the gout 
in her foot. The good of going to Court is, that 
one fees all one's acquaintance, whom otherwife I 
(hould hardly meet twice a year. Prince Eugene 
dines with the Secretary to-day, with about feven 
or eight General Officers, or foreign Minifters. 

* It was publifhed under the dtlc of, *< ReQ^ks on the Barrier 
Treaty.*' _^ 
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They will be all drunk, I am furc. I never was m 
company with this Prince. I have propofed to fome 
Lords, that we fliould have a fober meal withyhim^ 
but I cannot compafs it. It is come over ih the 
Dutch news prints, that I was arrefted on an afticm 
of 20,oool. by the Duke of Marlborough. I M 
not like my court invitations to-day; fo Sir An- 
drew Fountain and I went and dined with Mrs. 
Vanhomrigh. I camo home at fix, and have been 
very bufy till this minute, and it is paft twelvtf, b 
I got into bed to write to MD. We reckon the Dau- 
phin's death will fet forward the peace a g^sod deal. 

1 8 th, Lewis had Guifcard's piAure; he bought • 
it, and offered it to Lord Trcafurcr, who promifed 
to fend for it, but never did ; fo I made Lewis give 
it me, and I have it in xny room; and now Lord 
Treafurer fays, he will take it from me. Is that fair? 
he deiigns to have it in length in tbecloaths he wore 
when he did the adtion, and a penknife in his hand. 
Kneller is to copy it from this that I have. I in- 
tended to dine with Liord Treafurer to-day» but he 
has put me off till to-morrow; fo I dined with 
Lord Dupplin. You know Lord Dupplin very 
well ; he is a brother of the Society. WelU bat I 
have received a letter from the Bi(hop of Clogber, to 
folicit an affair for him with Lord Treafurer, and 
with the Parliament, which I will do as foon as fly. 
I am not near fo keen about other people's afiairs at 
Ppt ufed to reproach me about. It was a judgment 
on ine. Hearkee, idle dearees both, metbinks I 
begin to want a letter from MD : faith and fo I do. 
I doubt/you have been in pain about the report of 

my 
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my bdog arreftcd. The pamphleteers have let me 
done this month, which is a great wonder; only, 
the third part of the anfwer to the Conduct, which 
18 lately conie out« Did I tell you of it before ? the^ 
Ef oufe of Commons goes on in mauling the late 
Miniftry and tneir proceedings* 

19th, I dined with Lord Treafurcr to-day, and 
at with him till ten in fpite of my teeth> though 
ny printer waited for me to corrcft a flieet. I told 
lim of four lines I writ extempore with my pencil, 
HI a bit of paper in his houfe^ while he lay wound-* . 
id. Some of the fervants, I fuppofe, made wafle 
»per of them, and he never heard of them. They 
irare infcribed to Mr. Harley's ph}riician thus : 

On Britain Europe's fafecy lies ^ 
Britain is loft, if Harlcy dies : 
Harley depends upon your (kill : 
Think what you fave, or what you kill. 

I propofed that fome company fhould dine with 
lim on the eighth of March, which was the day he 
iifas wounded ; but he fays he defigns, that the Lords 
tf* the Cabinet, who then fat with him, fhould dine 
hat day with him: however, he h<s invited me 
o dinner. I am not yet rid of my cold ; it plagues 
nc in the morning chiefly. Night, MD. 

20th, After waiting to catch the Secretary coming 
Mit from Sir Thomas Hanmer, for two hours in 
^in, about fome bufinefs, I went into the city to 
ny printer, to corredl fome (hects of the barrier 
teaty, and remarks, which m'uft be fini(bed to- 
Dorrow. I have been terribly bu(y for fome days 
Mift, with this and fome other things ; and I wanted 
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fome very necdSary papers, which the Secretary wil 
to give me, and the pamphlet muft not be publifhed 
vrithout them ; but they are all hufy too. Sir Tho- 
mas Hanmer is Chairman of the Committee, for 
drawing up a repreientation of the (late of the nadon 
to the Queen, where all the wrong fteps of the allies, 
and the late Minidry about the war, will be men- 
tioned. The Secretary, I fuppofe, was helping him 
about it to-day ; I believe it will be a pepperer. 

2 1 ft:, I have been fix hours to-day momiog 
writing nineteen pages of a letter to Lord Treafurer, 
about forming a fociety or academy, to corred and 
fix the Englifli language. Is EngliQi a fpcech, or 
a language ? it will not be above five or fix moie* 
I will fend it him to-morrow, and will print it, if 
he defires me. I dined, you know, with our Socie^ 
to-day; Thurfday is our day. We had a new 
member admitted ; it was the Duke of Besmfort. 
We were thirteen met; brother Ormond was not 
there, but fent his excufe, that Prince Eugene dined 
with him. I left them at feven, being engaged 
to go to Sir Thomas Hanmer, who defired i wouM 
fee him at that hour. His bufinefs was^ that I 
would * hoen Ibp ihainm itaoi dsroanws ubpl tohne 
sroe qporaenfie p not las toi qobn, which I cxmientcd 
to do; but do not know whether I (hall fucccad, 
becaufe it is a little out of my way : however, I 
have taken my (hare. 

2 2d, I finiftied the reft of my letter to LonI 
Treafurer to-day, and fent it to him about one 
o'clock ; and then dined privately with my finend 

* Tbns decyphered,, ** hdp him ta draw op thricpccfeatatioa*^ 
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Mr. Lewis, to talk over fomc affairs of moment. 
I have gotten the 13 th volume of Rymer*s coUeftion 
'of the records of the Tower, for the univerfity of 
Dublio. I will write to the Provoft to know how 
I /hall fend them to him ; no, I won't, for I will 
bring them myfclf apiong my own books. I waj 
with Hanmer this morning, and there was the Se** 
crctary and Chancellor of the Exchequer * very 
bufy with him, laying their heads together about the 
reprefentation. I went to Lord Mafham's to-night, 
and Lady Mafham made me read her a pretty two^ 
penny pamphlet, called the St. Alban's Ghoft. I 
thought I had writ it myfclf; fo did they; but I 
did not. Lord Treafurer came down to us from 
the Queen, and we ftayed till two o'clock. That 
h the beft night-place I have. The ufual com-^ 
pai^y are Lord and Lady Mafham, Lord Trea- 
iUrer, Dr- Arbuthnot, and I ; fometimes the Secre- 
Uryff and fometimes Mrs. Hill, of the bed-cham-> 
ber. Lady Mafham's (ifter. 

23d, I have no news to tell you this laft day, nor 
do I know where I fliall dine. I hear the Secretary 
is a little out of order. Perhaps I may dine there, 
perhaps not. I fent Hanmer what he wanted from 
me. I know not how he will approve of it. I waj 
to do more of the fame fort. On Tuefday it will 
be four weeks fince I had your laft. No. '26- This 
day fe'nnight I expeft one, for that will be fomc-* 
thing more than a full month. Farewel. 

• • « Robert Benfon, Efq; aftertvards created Lord Binglcy/ 
t Mj". St. John. ^ 
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LETTER LIX. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. JOHNSON. 

London, Feb. 23, 1711-11. 
AFTER having difpofed my laft letter in the 
•^ Poft-ofHcc, I am now to begin this, with tel- 
ling you that I dined with the Secretary to-day, 
who is much ottt of order with a cold, and feverifh; 
yet he went to the cabinet council to-night at (ix, 
a^aind my will. The Secretary is much the greatcff 
commoner in England, and turns the whok Par- 
Kament, who can do nothing without hxm ; and 
if he lives, and has his health, will, I believe, be one 
day at the head of affairs* I have told him fbme- 
times, that if I were a dozen years younger, I would 
cultivate his favour, and trufl: my fortune with his. 
But what care you for all this F I am forry when I 
came firft acquainted with this Minidry, that I did 
not fend you their names and chara<5lers, and then 
you would have reli(hed what I would have writi 
especially if I had let you into the particulars of af- 
fairs : but enough of this. Night, deareft rogues. 

24th, I went early this morning to the Secretary, 
who is not yet well. Sir Thomas Hanmer and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer came while I was there» 
and he would not let me ftir ; fo I did not go to 
church, but was bufy with them till noon, about 
the affair I told you of in my lafl. The other twa 
went away, and I dined with the Secretary, and 
found my head very much out of order, but no ab- 
folute fit ; and I have not been well all this d^. 
It has fhook me a little. I fometimes fit up veiy 

hue 
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lite at Lord Mafham's^ and have writ much for feve* 
lal days pad ; but I will amend both ; for I have 
now very little bufinefs^ and hope I fhall have no 
more. I am refolved to be a great rider this fum- 
mer in Ireland. I wad to fee Mr. Wefley this even* 
ing, who has been fomewhat better for this month 
paft, and talks of returning to the Bath in a few 
weeks. Our Peace goes on but flowly ; the Dutch 
are playing tricks^ and we do not pu(h it as ftrongly 
as we ought. The fault of our Court is delay, of 
which the Queen has a great deal ; and Lord Trea- 
fiirer is not without his (hare. But pray kt us.know 
a little of your life and converfation. Do you play 
at ombre, or vifit the Dean, and goody Walls and 
Stoytes^ and Manlys as ufual? I muft have a letter 
from you, to fill the other fide of this Aieet. Let 
me know what you do ? Is my aunt alive yet ? Oh, 
pray» now I think of it, be fo kind to (lep to my 
aunt, and take notice of my great-grandfather's 
pifhire ; you know he has a ring on his finger, with 
a ieal of an anchor and dolphin about it ; but I think 
there is befides, at the bottom of the pi<!lure, the 
fame coat of arms quartered with another, which I 
ibppofe was my great-grandmother's. If this be fb^ 
it is a flronger argument than the feal. And pray 
fee whether you think that coat of arma was drawn 
ac the fame time with the pifture, or whether it be 
of a later hand ; and afk my aunt what (he knows 
about it. But perhaps there is no fuch coat of arms 
on the piAure, and I only dreamed it. My reafbn 
is, becaufe I would afk fome herald here, whether 
I iliould choofe that coat, or one in Guillim's large 

U 3 folio 
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folio of heraldry, where my uncle Godwin is named 
with another coat of arms of three (lags. This is 
fad fluflF to write. 

25th, I was this morning again with the Secre- 
tary, and we were two hoQrs bufy 5 and then went 
together to the Park, Hyde Park, I mean 5 and be 
walked to cure his cold, and we were looking at two 
Arabian horfes, fent feme time ago to Lord Trca- 
furer. The Duke of Marlborough's coach overtook 
us, with his Grace and Lord Godolphin in it; but 
they did not fee us, to our great fatisfadion; for 
neither of us defired that either of thofe two Lords 
ihould fee us together. There was half a dozen 
ladies riding like cavaliers to take the air. My head 
is better to-day. I dined with the Secretary; but 
we did no bufmefs after dinner, and at fix I walked 
into the fields ; then I went to vifit Percival and hii 
family, whom I had feen but once fince they came 
to town. They are going to Bath next month. 
Countefs Doll of Meath is fuch an owl, that whcrc- 
ever I vifit, people are afking me, whether I know 
fuch an Irifh lady, and her figure and her foppery ? 
I came home early, and have been amufing myfelf 
with looking into one of the volumes of Rymei's 
records df the Tower, and am mighty eafy to think 
I have no urgent bufincfs upon my hands. My 
third cold is not yet ofiF; I fometimes cough, and 
am not right with it in the morning. Did I tdl 
you, that I believe it is Lady Ma(ham's hot rooms 
that give it me ? I never knew fuch a (love ; and 
in my confcience, I believe both my Lord and ihei 
my LordTreaiiirer; Mr. Secretary^ and myielf^ haw 
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all fiiffered by it. We have all had colds together, 
but I walk home on foot. 

26th, I was again bufy with the Secretary. Wc 
read over fome papers, and did a good deal of bufi- 
(ie&. I dined with him, and we were to do more 
bufinefs after dinner; but after dinner is after dinner; 
10 old faying and a true, much drinking^ little think- 
ing. We had company with us, and nothing could 
be done. I am to go there to-morrow. I have now 
nothing to do; and the Parliament, by the Queen's 
'ecommendation, is to take fome method for pre- 
senting libels,] &c. which will include pamphlets, 
[ fuppoie. I do not know what method they will 
ake, but it comes on in a day or two. To-day in 
lie morning I viiited upwards ; fxrH 1 faw the Duke 
y£ Ormond below ftairs^ and gave him joy of his 
>eing declared General in Flanders ; then I went 
ip one pair of flairs, and fat with the Duchefs ; then 
[ went up another, pair of flairs, and paid a vifit to 
\aady Betty ; and defined her woman to go up to the 
rarret, that I might pafs half an hour with her; 
mt fhe was young and handfome, and would not. 
The Duke is our Preiident this week, and I have 
lefpoke a fmall dinner on purpofe for good example. 

27th, I was again with the Secretary this morn- 
ng; but we only read over fome papers with Sir 
Thomas Hanmer : then I called at Lord Treafurer's; 
t was his levee-day, but I went up to his bed-cham- 
>er, and faid what I had to fay. I came down and 
)eeped in at the chamber, where a hundred fools 
vere waiting, and two flrects were full of coaches. 

dined in the city with my printer, and came back 
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at fix to Lord Treafurer, who had invited me to din- 
ner^ but I refufed him. I fat there an hour or 
two, and then went to Lord Mafliam's. They wac 
all abroad ; Co truly I came, and read whatever ftuff 
was next me. I can fit and be idle now, which I 
have not been above a year paft. However, I will 
flay out the feflion, to fee if they have any farther 
commands for me, and that I fuppofe will end in 
April. But I may go fomewhat before, for I hope 
all will be ended by then, and we fhall have either t 
certain peace, or a certain war. The Miniftry is con- 
triving new funds for money by lotteries 5 and we go 
on as if the war were to continue; but I believe it will 
not. It is pretty late now, young women ; (b I bid 
you night, own dear, dear little rogues. 

28 th, I have been packing up fome books in a 
great box I have bought, and mud buy another for 
cloaths and luggage. This is a beginning towards 
a removal. I have fent to Holland for a dozea 
ihirts, and defign to buy another new gown and 
hat.4 I have writ this night to the Provoft. Our 
fociety met to-day as ufual, and we were fpurteeni 
befide the Earl of Arran, whom his brother the 
Duke of Ormond brought among us againft all or* 
dcr. We were mightily (hocked ; but, after fome 
whifpers, it ended in choofing Lord Arran one of 
our fociety, which I oppofed to his face ; but it wa| 
carried by all the reft againfl me. 

29th, This is leap-year, and this is Icap-day^ 
Prince George was born on this day. People ait 
miftaken ; and fome here think it is St. David's dayi 
but thoy do not underhand the yixpic of leap-year. I 

have 
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Jiaye nothing to do nowi boySj^ and have been ready- 
ing all this day like gumdragon ; and yet I was die* 
tating fome trifles this morning to a printer. I din* 
ed with a friend hard by, and the weather was £0 
difcouraging J could not walk. I canM home early, 
and have read two hundred pages of Arian. Alexan- 
der the Great is juft dead. I do not think he was 
poiibned : betwixt 3^ou and me, all thofe are but idle 
ftcmes. It is certain that neither Ptolemy nor Ari* 
ftobulus thought fo, and they were both with him 
when he died. It is a pity we have not their Hif^ 
tories. The bill for limiting Members of Parlia* 
ment to have but fo many places paft the Houfe of 
Commons, and will pafs the Houfe of Lords, in 
ijpite of the Miniftry ; which you know is a great 
leftning of the Queen's power. Four of the new 
Lords voted againft the Court in this point. It is 
certainly a good bHl in the reign of an ill Prince; 
but I think things are not fettled enough for it at 
prefent, and the Court may want a majority at a 
pinch. Night dear little rogues. Love Pdfr. 

March 1, I went into the city, to enquire after 
poor Stratford, who has put himfelf a prifoner into 
the Queen's Bench, for which his friends blame 
him very much, becaufe his creditors defigned to be 
very eafy with him. He grafped at too many things 
together, and that was his ruin. There is one cir-> 
cumftance relative to Lieutenant-general Meredidi, 
that is very melancholy : Meredith was turned out 
of all his employments laft year, and had about 
looool. left to live on. Stratford, upon friendfbip, 
jcfired he might have the management of it for Me-* 
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reditfa, to put it into the ftocks and funds for tb9 
beft advantage ; and now he has loft it all. You 
have heard me often talk of Stratford ; we were 
clafs-fellows at ichool and univerfity. 1 dined with 
ibme merchants^ his friends, to-day, and they iaid 
they expeded his breaking this good-while. I gave 
him notice of a treaty of peace, while it was a fecret, 
of which he might have made good uie, but that 
belped to ruin him ; for he gave money, reckooing 
tbtfe would be adtually a peace for this time, and 
confequently ftocks to rife high. Ford narrowly 
eicaped \ofing 500I. by him, and fo did I too. Nighl 
my two dearefl: lives. 

2d, Morning. I was wakened at three this mora« 
ing, my man and the people of the houfe teUi^g 
sne of a great fire in the Hay-market. I flept ^ 
gain, and two hours after my man came in agaioi 
and told me it was my poor brother Sir WiUiam 
Wyndham's houfe that is burned ; and that two 
maids leaping out of an upper room to avoid the 
fire, fell both on their heads, one of them upon the 
iron fpikes before the door, and both lay dead in 
the ftreets. It is fuppofed to have been ibme care- 
kflhefs of one or both thofe maids. The Duke o{ 
Ormond was there helping to put out the fire. Bro-' 
ther Wyndham gave 6000L but a few months ago 
for that houfe, as he told me, and it was very richly 
furnifhed. I (hall know more particulars at night 
He married lady Catherine Seymour, the Duke of 
Somerfet's daughter ; you know her, I believe. 

At night. Sir William Wyndham's young child 
efcaped very narrowly ; Lady Catherine efcaped baie« 

iiwti 
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bot J they all went to Northumberland houie. Mr. 
Bridges's houfe next door is damaged much, and 
^ras like to be burned. Wyndbam has loft above 
lo^oool. by this accident^ His Lady above loooL 
ivorth of cloaths. He was not at Court to-day. I 
iined with Lord Maiham. The Queen was not at 
rhurch. 

3d, Pray tell Walls, that I fpoke to the Duke of 
3rniond and Mr. Southwell atK)ut his friend's af^ 
Fair, who, I find, needed not me for a folicitor ; 
br they both told me the thing would be done. I 
ikewife mentioned his Own afHur to Mr. Southwell, 
mdl hope that will be done too ; for Southwell feems 
:o think it reafonable, and I will mind him of it 
igain. Tell him this nakedly. You need not know 
the particulars. They are fecrets, one of them is 
iboot Mrs. South having a ^nfion ; the other about 
lis (alary from the government for the tythes of the 
park, that lies in his parifb, to be put upon the dP 
aibliihment. I dined in the city with my printer, 
vrith whom I had fome fmall affair. I have no 
large work on my hands now. I was with Lord- 
rreafurer this morning ; and what care you for that f 
Yon dined with the Dean to-day. Monday is par- 
Ion's holiday. And you loft your money at cards 
md dice; the giver's device. So 111 go to bed. 
I^ight my two deareft little rogues. 

4th, I fat to-day with poor Mrs. Wefley, who 
QQiade me dine with her. She is much better than 
[he was. I heartily pray for her health, out of the 
intire love I bear to her worthy huiband. This day 
!ias paflcd very iniignificantly. But it is a great 

com^ 
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comfort to me now, that I can come home and 
read, and have nothing upon my hands to writ€« I 
was at Lord Mafham's to-night, and flayed there 
till one. Lord Treafurer was there; but I thought 
he looked melancholy, jufl as he did at the begin- 
Ding of the feffion, and he was not fo merry as 
ufual. In fhort, the majority in the Houle of Lords 
is a very weak one. He has much ado to keep it 
up; and he is not able to make thofe removes he 
would, and oblige his friends ; and I doubt he does 
not take care enough about it, or rather cannot do 
all bimfelf, and will not empl6y others ; which is 
bis great fault, as I have often told you. It is late. 
Night M. D. 

5th, I wi(h you a merry Lent. I hate Lent; I 
hate different diets, and furmity and butter, and herb 
porridge ; and the four devout faces of people, who 
only put on religion for feven weeks. I was at the 
Secretary's office this morning ; and there a gentle- 
man brought me two letters, dated lafl October; one 
from the Bifhop of Clogher, the other from Walls. 
The gentleman is called Colonel Newburgh. I 
think you mentioned him to me fome time ago. 
He has bufinefs in the Houfe of Lords. I will do 
him what fervice I can. The reprefentation of the 
Houfe of Commons is printed ; I have not ieen it 
yet ; it is plaguy fevere, they fay. I dined with Dr. 
Arbuthnot, and had a true lenten dinner^ not 10 point 
of viduals, but fpleen ; for his wife and a child or 
two were fick in the houfe, and that was full as mor* 
tifying as fifh. We have had mighty fine cold fiof^ 
weather for fome days pafl. I hope you take die 

advan* 
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advantage of it, and walk now and then. You nea- 
rer anfwcr that part of my letters, where I defire 
you to walk, I muft keep my breath to cool my 
lenten porridge. 

6th, I hear Mr. Prior has fufftred by Stratford's 
breaking. I was yeftcrday to fee Prior, who is not 
well, and I thought he looked melancholy. He can 
ill aflbrd to lofe money. I walked before dinner in 
the Mall a good while with Lord Arran and Lord 
Dupplin, two of my brothers, and then we went 
to dinner, where the Duke of Beaufort was our pre«- 
fident. Wc were but eleven to-day. 

We are now in all nine Lords and ten Com- 
moners. The Duke of Beaufort had the confidence 
to propofe his brother-in*]aw, die Earl of Danby, 
to be a Member ; but I oppofed it fo warmly, that 
it was waved. Danby is not above twenty, and we 
will have no more boys, and we want but two to 
make up our number. I flayed till eight, and then 
we all went away foberly. The Duke of Ormond'^ 
treat \zA week coil 20I. though it was only four 
difhes, and four without a defert; and I be- 
fpoke it in order to be cheap, yet I could not pre- 
vail to change the houfe. Lord Mafham made me 
go home with him to eat boiled oyflers. Take oy- 
flers, wafh them clean ; that is, wafh their fhells 
dean ; then put your oyflers into an earthen pot, 
with their hollow fides down, then put this pot 
covered into a great kettle with water, and fb let 
them boil. Your oyflers are boild thus in their own 
liquor, and not mixed with water. Lord Treafurer 
was not with us; he was very ill to-day with a fwim-- 
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ming in the head> and is gone home to be cupped^ 
and fent to delire Lady Mafliam to cxcufe him to 
the Queen* 

7th, I was to-day at the Houfe of Lords about a 
friend'^ bill. Then I crofs'd the water at Weftmin- 
ftcr ftairs to Southwark, went through Su Georges 
Fields to the Mint» which is the dominion of the 
King's Bench prifon» where Stratford lodges in a 
blind alley, and writ to me to come to him; but 
he was gone to the Change. I thought he had 
ibmething to fay to me about his own afiairs. I 
found him at his ufual cofiee-houfe, and went to his , 
old lodgings, and dined with him and his wife^aod 
other company. His bufineis was only to deiirc I 
would intercede with the miniifay about his brother- 
in-Iaw» Benjamin Burton, of Dublin, the banker^ 
who is likely to come into trouble, as we hear, a- 
boutfpreading falfe whiggi(h news. Mrs. Stratfbcd 
tells me her hufband's creditors have confented to 
give him liberty to get up his debts abroad ; and 
ihe hopes he will pay them all. He was cheaifuUcr 
than I have feen him this great while. I have walk- 
ed much to-day. 

8th, This day twelve months Mr, Harley wis 
ftabbed. He is ill, and takes phyfic to-day, I hear, 
('tis now morning) and cannot have the cabioec 
council with him, as he intended, nor me to kj 
grace. I am going to fee him. Pray read the re- 
prefentation ; it is the fineft that ever was writ. 
Some of it is Pdfr!s ftile; but not very much. This 
is the day of the Queen's acceflion to the Crown^ 6> 
that it is a great day. I am going to Courts and 

Witt 
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will dine widi Lord Ma(ham ; but I muft go this 
moment to the Secretary, about fome buiinefs ; £> I 
will ieal up this, and put it in the poft. Fare* 
wel, deareft hearts and fouls, MD. 

LETTER LX. 
Dn S W I F T to Mrs. J O H N S O N, 

London, March 8, I7ii-i2« 

Y Carried my forty-fecond letter in my pocket till 
*^ evening, and then put it in the General Poft« 
I went in the morning to fee Lord Treafurer, who 
had taken phyfic, and was drinking his broth. I 
had been with the Secretary before, to recommend 
a friend, one Dr. Friend, to be phyfician-general ; 
tod die Secretary promifed to mention it to the 
Queen. I can ferve every body but myfelf. Thea 
I went to Court, and carried Lord Keeper and the 
Secretary to dine with Lord Mafham, when we 
dfink die Queen and Lord Treafurer with every 
health, becaufe this was the day of his flabbing« 
Then I went and played at picquet with Lady 
Maiham and Mrs. Hill ; won ten {hillings^ gave a 
crown to the box, and came home. Did I tell you 
of a race of rakes, called the Mohocks, that play 
the devil about this town every night, flit people's 
Bofes, and beat them ? 

9th, I was at Court to-day, and nobody invited 
me to dinner, except one or two, whom I did not 
care to dine with ; fo I dined with Mrs. Vanhom- 
right Young Davenant was telling us at Court, 
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how he was fet upon by the Mohocks, and bw 
they ran his chair through with a fword. It is not 
fafe being in the ftreets at night. The Biihop of 
Salifbury's fon ♦ is faid to be of the gang. They arc 
all Whigs. A great Lady fent to me, tofpeaktoher 
father, and to Lord Treafurer, to have a care of them, 
and to be careful likewife of myfelf ; for (he heard 
they had malicious intentions againft the Minifters, 
and their friends. I know not whether there be 
any thing in this, though others are of the fame 
opinion. The weather flill continues very fine and 
frofly. I walked in the Park this evening, and 
came home early, to avoid the Mohocks. Lord 
Treafurcr is better. 

loth, I went this morning again to Lord Trea- 
furer, who is quite recovered ; and I flayed till he 
went out. I dined with a friend in the city, aboat 
a little bufmefs of printing ; but not my own. You 
mufl buy a fmall two-penny pamphlet, called. Law 
is a bottomlefs Pit -f-. It is very prettily written, and 
there will be a fecond part. The Commons arc 
very flow in bringing in their bill to limit the prei^ 
and the pamphleteers make good ufe of their timcj 
for there come out three or four every day. 

nth. Lord Treafurer has lent the long letter! 
writ him to Prior J; and I can't get Prior to rctara 
it. I want to have it printed, and to make up this 

• * Thomas, then at the Temple, afterwards Conful at liflxm, 
and at lalt one of the Juftices of the Common-Pleas/ 

t Or, ^ The hiftory of John Bull,' written by Dr. Arbothnot, bil 
printed witlr Swift's works. 

I Concerning the Engliih Language, 
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V^dcmy for the improvement of our language. I 
dined jM-ivately with my friend Lewis, and then 
went to fee Ned Southwell, and talked with him 
about Walls's bufinefs, and Mrs. South's. The 
latter will be done ; but his own not. Southwell 
tells me, that it muft be laid before Lord Trea- 
furer, and the nature of it explained, and a great 
deal of clutter, which is not worth the while; and 
may be. Lord Treafurer won't do it at laft; and it 
is, as Walls fays himfelf, not above forty {hillings a 
year diiFcrence. 

12th, There is the devil and all to do with thefe 
Mohocks. Grub-ftreet papers about them fly like 
lightning, and a lift printed of near eighty put into 
fcveral priibns, and all a lie ; and I begin almoft to 
think there is no truth, or very little, in the whole 
flory. He that abufed Davenant, was a drunken 
gentleman ; none of that gang. My man tells me, 
that one of the lodgers heard in a cofFee-houfe, pub- 
lickly, that one defign of the Mohocks was upon 
nic, if they could catch me ; and though I believe 
nothing of it, I forbear walking late, and they have 
put me to the charge of fome flullings already. I 
dined to-day with Lord Treafurer, and two gen- 
tlenien of the Highlands of Scotland ; yet very po- 
lite men. I fat there till nine, and then went to 
Lord Mafham's, where Lord Treafurer followed me, 
and we fat till twelve; and I came home in a chair, 
for fear of the Mohocks; -and I have given him 
warning of it too. Little Harrifon, whom I fent to 
Holland, is nov/ aflually made Queen's Secretary at 

Vol. XV. X the 
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the Hague. It will be in the Gazette to-morrow* 
It is worth one thoufand two hundred pounds a year. 

Here is a young fellow, who has writ fomc fea* 
eclogues, poems of mermen, refembling paflorals 
of fhephcrds, and they are very pretty. The thought 
is new; mermen are he-mermaids, tritons, natives 
of the fea^ Do you underftand me ? I think to 
recommend him to our fociety to-morrow. His 
name is Diaper, p — on him ; I muft do fomcthing 
for him, and get him out of the way, I hate to 
have any new wits rife i but, when they do rife, I 
would encourage them: they tread on our heels, 
and thruft: us off the ftagc, 

13th, You would laugh to fee our printer con-^ 
ftantly attending our fociety after dinner, and bring- 
ing us whatever new thing he has printed, which 
he feldom fails to do. Lord Lanfdown, one of our 
fociety, was offended at a paffage in this day's Exa- 
aminer, which, he thinks, reflefts on him, as I bc-^ 
lieve it does, though in a mighty civil way. It is 
only that his underlings cheat ; but that he is a very 
fine gentleman every way, &c. Lord Orrery wat 
Prtfiaent to-day; but both cur Dukes were abfeot. 
Brother Wyndham recommended Diaper to thc^fo? 
cie^y. I believe we Ihall make a contribution among 
ourlblves, which I don't like. Lord Treafurer has 
yet done nothing for us; but we fhall try him 
foon. The company parted early ; but Friend, and 
Prior, and I, fat a while longer, and reformed the 
ftate, and found fault with the Miniftry. Prior hates 
his commiHion of the Cufloms, becaufe it fpoils his 
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wit. He fays he dreams of nothing but cockets, and 
dockets, and drawbacks, and other jargon, words 
of the Cuftom-houfe. Our good weather went; 
away ycfterday, and the nights are now dark, and 
J came home before ten. 

14th, I have been plagued this morning with 
folicitors, and with no-body more than my brother^ 
Df. Friend, who muft needs have me get old Dr. 
Lawrence, the phyfician- general, turned out, and 
himfelf in, lie has argued with me fo long upon 
the reafonablencfs of it, that I am fully convinced it 
is very unreafonable ; and fo I would tell the Secre- 
tary, if I had not already made him fpcak to the 
Queen. Bcfides, I know not but my friend, Dr. 
Arbutbnot, would be content to have it himfelf, and 
I love him ten times better than Friend. What s 
all this to you ? but I muft talk of things as they 
happen in th^ day, whether you know any thing of 
them or not. I dined in the city, arid, coming 
back, one parfon Richardfon, of Ireland, overtook 
me. He was here laft fummer, upon a projeft of 
converting the Irifli, and printing bibles, &c. in 
that language, and is now returned to purfue it. 
He tells me. Dr. Coghill came laft night to town. 
I will fend to fee how he does to-morrow. 

1 5th, I had intended to be early with the Secre- 
tary this morning, when my man admitted up-ftairs 
one Mr. Newcomb, an Officer, who brought me a 
letter from the Bilhop of Clogher, with four lines 
added by Mrs. Aflie, all about that Nevvcomb.^ I 
think, indeed, his cafe is hard; but God knows 
whether I fliall be able 'to do him any fervice* Peo- 

X 2 pie 
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pie will not underftand : I am a very good fecond, 
but I care not to begin a recommendation, unlefsit 
be for an intimate friend. However, I will do 
what I can. I miffed the Secretary, and then walked 
to Chelfea, to dine with the Dean of Ch rift-church*, 
who was engaged to Lord Orrery, with fome other 
Chrift-church men. He made me go with him, 
whether I would or not; for they have, this long 
time, admitted me a Chrift-church man. Lord 
Orrery, generally every winter, gives his old ac- 
quaintance' of that college a dinner. There were 
nine clergymen at table, and four laymen. The 
Dean and I foon left them ; and after a vifit or two, 
I went to Lord Mafham's ; and Lord Treafurer, Ar- 
buthnot, and I, fat till twelve, I came home a- 
foot, but had my man with me. Lord Treafurer 
advifed me not to go in a chair, becaufe the Mo- 
hocks, infult chairs more than they do thofeonfoot. 
They think there is fome mifchievous defign in thole 
villains. Several of them. Lord Treafurer told me, 
are aftually taken up. I heard, at dinner, that one 
of them was killed laft night. We Ihall know pfiorc 
in a little time. 

i/^nb. This morning, at the Secretary's, I met 
General Rofs, and recommended Newcomb's cafe 
to him, v/ho promifes to join me in working up the 
Duke cf Ormond to do fomething for him. Lord 
Winchelfea told me to day at Court, that two of 
the Muhocks caught a maid of old Lady Winchel- 
fca's, at the door of their houfe in the Park, with a 
candle, as fhe had juft lighted out fomebody. They 

♦ Dr, Frsncij Atterbury. 

cut 
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tut her face, and beat her, without any provocation. 
I hear my friend Lewis has got a Mohock in one of 
the meflenger's hands. The Queen was at church 
to-day, but was carried in an open chair. She has 
got an ugly cough, as Arbuthnot, her phyfician, 
fays. I dined with Crow, late Governor of Bar- 
badoes, an acquaintance of Sterne's. After dinner, 
I afked him, whether he had heard of Sterne ? Here 
he is, faid he, at the door in a coach; and in came 
Sterne. He has been here this week. He is buying a 
Captainftiip, in his couiin Sterne's regiment. He told 
me, he left Jemmy Leigh playing at cards with you. 
He is to give 800 guineas for his commiflion. 

17th, Dr. Sacheverel came this morning, to give 
me thanks for getting his brother an employment. 
It was but fix or feven weeks fince I fpoke to Lord 
Treafurer for him. Sacheverel brought Trap along 
with him. We dined together at my printer's, and 
I fat with them till fhvcn. I little thought, and I 
believe fo did he, that ever I fliould be his folici- 
tor to the prefcnt Miniftry, when I left Ireland. 
This is the feventh I have now provided for fince I 
came, and can do nothing for myfelf. I don't care; 
I fliall have miniftries and other people, obliged to 
me. Trap is a coxcomb, and the other is net 
very deep; and their judgment in things of wit and 
fenfe, is miraculous. The fecond part of Law is a 
bottomkfs Pit is juft now printed, and better, I 
think, than the firft. 

1 8th, There is a proclamation out againft the 
Mohocks. One of thofe that are taken, is a Baro- 
net. I dined with poor Mrs. VVefley, who is re- 

X 3 turning 
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turning to the Bath. I walked this evening in tht 
Park, and met Prior, who made me go home with 
him, where I ftayed till paft twelve, ar.d could not 
get a coach, and was alone, and was afraid enough 
of the Mohocks. I will do fo no more, though I 
got home fafe. Prior and I were talking difcon- 
tcntedly of fome managements, that no more peo- 
ple are turned out, which gets Lord Treafurer many 
enemies ; but whether the fault be in him, or the 
Queen, I know not -, I doubt, in both. I will) you 
good luck at ombre with the Dean. 

19th, Newcomb came to me this morning, and 
I went to the Duke of Ormond to fpeak for him; 
but the Duke was juft going out to take the oaths 
for General. The Duke of Shrewfbury is to be 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. I walked with Dom- 
ville and Ford to Kenfington, where we dined, and 
it coft me above a crown. I don't like it, as my 
man faid. It was very windy walking. The gar- 
dens there are mighty fine. I paiTed the evening at 
Lord Mafliam's, with Lord Treafurer, and Arbuth- 
not, as ufual, and we flayed till paft one; but I 
had my man to come with me, and at home I found 
three letters ; one from one Fetherfton, a parfon, 
with a pcftfcript of TifdalVs to recommend him. 
And Fetherfton, whom I never faw, has been fo 
kind as to give me a Icrtter of attorney, to recover a 
debt for hirn : another from Lord Abercorn, to get 
him the dukedom of ChatcUaraut from the King of 
Frmce ; in which J wilt do what I can, for hisprc- 
tenfions are very juft : the third I warrant from our 
MD. It is a great air this, of getting a dukedom 
5 from 
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from the King of France ; bat it is only to fpeak 
to the Secretary, and get the Duke of Ormond to 
engage in it, and mention the cafe to Lord Trea- 
furer, &c. and this I (hall do, 

20th, I was with the Duke of Ormond this morn- 
ing, about Lord Abercorn, Dr. Friend, and New- 
comb. Some will do, and fome will not do. The 
Duke of Shrewfbury is certainly to be your Gover- 
nor. I will go in a day or two, and give the 
Duchefs joy, and recommend the Archbirtiop of 
Dublin to her. I writ to the Archbifhop, fome 
months ago, that it would be fo 3 and told him I 
would fpeak a good word for him to the Duchefs ; 
and he fays he has a great refped: for her, &c. I 
made our fociety change their houfe, and we met 
together at the Star and Garter in the Pall-mall. 
Lord Arran was prefident. The other dog was fo 
extravagant in his bills, that for four diflies, and 
four, firft and fecond courfe, without wine or de- 
fert, he charged twenty-one pcundp, fix fhillings, 
and eight-pence, to the Duke of Ormond. Wc 
defign, when all have been prefidents this turn, to 
turn it into a reckoning of fo much a head; but 
we Ihall break up when the feflion ends. 

2 1 ft, I am not Dean of Wells, nor know any 
thing of being fo; nor is there any thing in the 
ftory ; and that's enough. It was not Roper fent 
that news : Roper is my humble Have. I will bring 
over all the little papers I can think on. I thought 
I fent you, by Leigh, all that were good at that 
time. The author of the Sea Eclogues fent boo:;s 
to the fociety ycfterday, and we gave him guineas 

X 4 a-pijce; 
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a-piece ; and mSy be, will do farther for him. So 
the Bifhop of Clogher, and lady, were your guefts 
for a night or two. Why Ppt, you are grown a 
great gamefter and company keeper. I did fay to 
myfelf, when I read thofe names, juft what you 
guefs ; and you clear up the matter wonderfully. 
You may converfe with thofe two nymphs if yea 

pleafe, but take me if ever I do. Yes, faith, it 

is delightful to hear that Ppt is every way Ppt now, 
in health and looks and all. Pray God keep her fo, 
many, many, many years. The feffion, I doubt, 
will not be over till the end of April; however, I (hall 
nor wait for it, if the miniftry will let me go fooncr. 
I wifh I were juft now in my little garden at Laracor. 
I would fet out for Dublin, and bring you an account 
of my young trees. I will do what you defife mc for 
Tifdall, when I next fee Lord Anglefea. 

LETTER LXL 
Dr. S W I F r to Mrs. D I N G L E Y. 

London, March 26, 1711-K. 
T T G L Y, nafty weather. I dined with a friend, 
and went to fee Lord Treafurer ; but he had 
people with him I did not know : fo I went to 
Lady Mafham, and loft a crown with her at pic- 
quet, and then fat with Lord Maftism and Lord 
Treafurer, ^c. till paft one ; but I had my maa. 
with me, to come home. Our Mohocks are all 
vanifticd ; however, I ihall take care of my perfon. 

23d, I was this morning, before church, with 
the Secretary, about Lord Abercorn's buiinefs, and 

fome 
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bme others. My foliciting feafon is come, and 
Arill laft as long as the feffion, I went late to court, 
md the company was almoft gone. The court 
[erves me for a coffee-houfe ; once a week I meet 
iQ acquaintance there, that I fhould not otherwife 
"ec in a quarter. There is a flying report, that 
he French have offered a ceflation of arms, and to 
;iVe us Dunkirk, and the Dutch Namure, for fecu-. 
rity, till the peace is made. The Duke of Or- 
mond, they fay, goes in a week. Abundance of 
liis equipage is already gone. His friends are afraid 
the expencc of this employment will ruin him, 
fince he muft lofe the government of Ireland. I 
dined privately with a friend, and refufed all dinners 
offered me at court; which, however, were but 
two, and I did not like either. Did I tell you of a 
fcoundrcl about the court, that fells employments 
to ignorant people, and cheats them of their mo- 
ney ? He lately made a bargain for the Vice-cham- 
l>erlain's place, for feven thoufand pounds, and had 
deceived fome guineas earneft ; but the whole thing 
^as difcovered the other day, and examinations 
taken of it by Lord Dartmouth, and I hope he will 
be fwinged. The Vice-chamberlain told me feve- 
tal particulars of it laft night at Lord Mafliam's. 

24th, This morning I recommended Newcomb 
again to the Duke of Ormond, and left Dick Stewart 
to do it farther. Then I went to vifit the Duchtfs 
t)f Hamilton, who was not awake. So I went to 
:hc Duchefs of Shrewfbury, and fat an hour at her 
oilet. I talked to her about the Duke's being Lord 
lieutenant. She faid (he knew nothing of it; but. 

1 raillied 
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I raillied her out of that, and fhe refolves not to 
Hay behind the Duke. I intend to recommend tlic 
Bifliop of Clogher to her for an acquaintance. He 
will like her very well: ihe is, indeed, a moll 
agreeable woman, and a great favourite of mine. I 
.know not whether the ladies in Ireland will like her. 
I was at the Court of Requefts, to get fomc Lords i 
to be at a committee to-morrow, about a friends] 
bill : and then the Duke of Beaufort gave me i 
poem, finely bound in folio, printed at Stamfo«t 
and writ by a country Tquire. Lord Exeter deiiral 
the Duke to give it the Queen, becaufe the author 
is his friend ; but the Duke defircd I would let hin 
know whether it was good for any thing. I brought 
it home, and will return it to-morrow, as thcdul- 
left thing I ever read ; and advife the Duke not la 
prefent it. I dined with Domville at his lodgingSg 
by invitation. He goes in a few days for Ireland. 

25th, There is a mighty feaft at a tory SheriflTs 
to-day in the city ; twelve hundred dirties of meaL 
About five Lords, and feveral hundred Gentlemen, 
will be there, and give four or five guineas a-piecc^ 
according to cuftom. Dr. Coghill and I dined, bjf 
invitation, at Mrs. Van's. It has rained or mizzled 
all day, as my pockets feci. There are two new 
anfwers come out to The Conduft of the AllicSi 
The laft year's Examiners, printed together in a fail 
volume, go off but ilowly. The printer over-prioin 
himfclf by at lead a thoui'ind -, lb foon out of faihipi 
are party- papers, however fc welLwrit. TheMoi 
leys are coming out in the fame volume, and pcrfalf 
may fell better. Our news about a cclTation oifssn 
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5gms to flag, and I have not thefe three days feen 
ly body in bufinefs to afk them about it. We had 
terrible j&re laft night in Drury-Lane, or therea- 
outs, and three or four people dcftroyed. One of 
le maids of honour has the fmall pox ; but the 
eft is, (he can lofe no beauty ; and we have one new 
landfome maid of honour. 

.26th9 I forgot to tell you, that on Sunday laft, 
bout feven at night, it lightned about fifty times 
i I walked the Mall, which I think is extraordinary 
t this time of the year, and the weather was very 
ot. Had you any thing of this in Dublin ? I in- 
coded to dine with Lord Treafurer to-day; but 
jord Manfel and Mr. Lewis made me dine with 
bem at Kit Mufgravc's. Now you don't know who 
Lit Mufgrave is. The news of the French deiiring 
. ccflation of arms, &c. was but town- talk. We 
ball know in a few days, as I am told, whether 
here will be a peace or not. The Duke of Ormond 
vill go in a week for Flanders, they fay. Our Mo- 
locks go on ftill, and cut people's faces every night ; » 
lut they (han't cut mine. I like it better as it is. 
The dogs will coft me at leaft a crown a week in 
jiairs. I believe the fouls of your houghers of cat- 
ic have got into them, and now they don't diftin- 
ruifli between a cow and a Chriftian. I forgot to 
vifli you yefterday a happy new year. You know 
he twenty-fifth of March is the firft day of the 
^car, and now you muft leave off cards, and put out 
^our fire. Ill put out mine the firft of April, cold 
>r not cold. I believe I fliall lofe credit with you, 
y not coming over at the beginning of April i but 

I hoped . 



quicklets upon the tlat in the garden do not g 
well as thofe famous ones on the ditch. The 
digging about them* The cherry-trees, by the 
fide, my heart is fet upon. 

27th, Society-day, you know : I fuppofe E 
buthnot was prefident. His dinner was dre{ 
the Queen's kitchen, and was mighty fine. \ 
it at Ozinda s chocolate-houfe, juft by St. Ja 
We were never merrier, nor better companj 
did not part till after eleven. I did not fun 
Lord Lanfdown : he and I are fallen out. 
was fomething in an Examiner a fortnight age 
he thought, refledled on the abufcs in his ofiic 
is Secretary at War) and he writ to the Seci 
that he heard I had inferted that paragraph, 
refented highly, that he fliould complain of n 
fore he fpoke to me. I fent him a peppering 
and would not fummon him by a note, as I d 
reft ; nor ever will have any thing to fay to hir 
he begs my pardon. I met Lord Treafurer t 
at Lady Mafliam's. He would fain have carri< 
home to dinner, but I begged his pardon. V 
upon a fociety day ! No, no. 

28th, I was with my friend Lewis tc-day, 
ting materials for a little mifchief ; and I dined 
Lord Treafurer, and three or four fellows I 
faw before. I left them at fcven, and came h 
and have been writing to the Archbiftiop of Di 
and coufin Deane, in anfwer to one of his of 

m( 
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snonths {landing, that I fpied by chance among my 
j)apevs. Domville is going to Ireland ; he. camq 
licre this morning to take leave of me, but I ihall 
<line with him to-morrow. Does the Bifliop of 
Clogher talk of coming for England this fummcr? 
I think Lord Molefworth told me fo about two 
lonths ago. The weather is bad again ; rainy and 
> jry cold this evening. Do you know what the lon- 
^ gitudc is ? A projeftor has been applying himfelf to 
' me, to recommend him to the Miniftry, bccaulc he 
pretends to have found out the longitude. How- 
ever, I will gravely hear what he fays, and difcovcr 
■ him a knave or a fool. 

' 29th, I am plagued with a pain in my flioulder; 

^ I believe it is rheumatic ; I will do fomething for it 

[ to-night. Mr. Lewis and I dined with Mr. Dom- 

[' ville, to take our leave of him. I drank three or 

' four glaffes of champaign by perfcdl teaiing, tho' it 

is bad for my pain ; but if it continues, I will not 

drink any wine without water till I am well. The 

weather is abominably cold and wet. I have put 

flannel to my (houlder, and rubbed it with Hungary 

water. It is hard. I never would drink any wine, if 

it were not for my head, and drinking has given me 

this pain. I will try abftemioufnefs foi' a while. You 

niuft know I hate pain, as the old woman faid. My 

flcfli fucks up Hungary water rarely. IVJy man is 

an aukward rafcal, and makes me pecvi/h. Do you 

know, that the other day he was forced to beg my 

pardon, that he could not (have my head, his hand 

ihook fo ? Hp is drunk every day, and J dcfign to 

turn him off as foon as ever I get to Ireland. 

30th, 
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30th, I was not able to go to church or court 
to-day. The pain has left my fliouldcr, and crept 
to my neck and collar-bone. Dogs gnawing. I went 
in a chair at two, and dined with Mrs. Van, where 
T could be eafy, and came back at feven. It has rained 
terribly hard all day long, and is extremely cold. I m 
very uneafyi and have cruel twinges every moment. 

31ft, April I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. All thcfc 
days I have been extremely ill ; though I twice 
crawled out a week ago, though very weak. The 
pain increafes, with mighty violence ia my left 
Mulder and collar-bone, and that fide my neck. 
On Thurfday morning appeared great red Ipots ia 
all thofe places where my pain was» which was b 
violent, that I had not a minute's eafe, nor hardljf 
a minute's fleep in three days and nights. The 
fpots encreafed every day, and red little pimpleSs 
which are now grown white, and full of coruption, 
though fmall. The red ftill continues too, and 
moft prodigious hot and inflamed. The difeafe \b 
the (binglcs. I eat nothing but water-gruel; am 
very v/eak ; but out of all violent pain. The doc- 
tors fay it would have ended in fome violent dif- 
eafe, if it had not come out thus. I fhall now rcco-^ 
ver fafl:. I have been in no danger of life, but mifera-» 
ble torture. So adieu. The next letter will not be in 
the old order of journal, till I have done with phyfic. 
Are you not furprifed to fee a letter want half a fide? 
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LETTER LXIL 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. JOHNSON. 

London, AprW 24, i/i^. 

"^HAD yours^ two or three days ago. I caa 
^ hardly anfwcr it now. Since my laft I have been 
^extremely ill. 'Tis this dayjuft a month fince I fdt 
the pain on the tip of my left (houldef. Where 
my pain was, a cruel itching feized me, beyond 
whatever I could imagine, and kept me awake feve-^ 
ral nights. I rubbed it vehemently, but did not 
(cratch it; then it grew into three or four great fores 
like blifters, and run; at laft I advifcd the dodor to 
life it like a bliftcr, fo I did with melilot plaifters, 
which ftill run ; and I am now in pain enough, 
but am daily mending, I kept my chamber a fort- 
night, then went out a day or two, but confined 
. myfclf two days ago. I went to a neighbour to dine, 
but yefterday j^gain kept at home. To-day I will 
venture abroad, and hope to be well in a week or 
ten days. I never fufFered fo much in my life. I - 
will go and try to walk a little. Farewel. 

LETTER LXIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. DING LEY. 

London, May 10, 171a. 

T H A VE not yet cafe or humour enough to go on 

in my journal method, though I have left my 

(lumber thefe ten days. A journal, while I was 
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fick, would have been a noble thing, made up of pain 
and phyfic, vifits, and meflagcs ; the two laft wercal- 
moft as troublefomc as the two firft. One good cir- 
cumftance is, that I am grown much leaner. In an- 
fwcr to your good opinion of my difcafe, the doftors | 
faid they never faw any thing fo odd of the kind ; they j 
were not properly fliingles, but herpes miltaris^ and 
twenty other hard names. I can never be fick lik? 
other people, but always fomething out of the com- 
mon way; and as for your notion of its coming 
without pain, it neither came, nor flayed, nor went, 
without pain, and the moft pain I ever bore in my 
life. It is not a fign of health, but a fign, that if 
it had not come out, fome terrible fit of ficknefs 
would have followed. J was at our fociety laft 
Thurfday, to receive a new member, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ; but I drink nothing above wine 
and water. We fliall have a peace foon, I hope, 
or at leaft intirely broke; but \ believe the firft. 
My letter to Lord Treafurer, about the Englifti 
tongue, is now printing ; and I fufFcr my name to 
be put at the end of it, which I never did before in 
my life. The appendix to the third part of Joha 
Bull was publifhed yefterday; it is equal to the 
reft. I hope you read John Bull. It was a Scotch 
gentleman, a friend of mine, that writ it; but they 
put it upon me. The Parliament will hardly be up 
till June. We were like to be undone fome days 
ago with a tack*; but we carried it bravely, and 

* A tack is a bill tacked to a money bill, that as both moft bepafle4 
or rejedled together^ the tacked bill may pafs, becaufe the money biQ \ 
mud. 

the 
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ic Whigs came in to help us. Poor Lady Mafliam, 
am afraid^ will lofe her only fon, about a twelve- 
lonth oldy with the King's evil. I never would 
t Mrs. Fenton fee me during my illnefs, though 
ic often camci but (he has been once fince I re- 
>vered. Bernage has been twice to fee me of late, 
[is regiment will be broke, and he only upon half- 
ay; fo perhaps he thinks he will want me again, 
have been returning the vifits of thofe, that fenj 
ow do you in my ficknefs ; particularly the Duchefs 
f Hamilton, who came and fat with me two hours, 
make bargains with all people that I dine with, to 
;t me fcrub my back againil a chair; and the 
duchefs of Ormond was forced to bear it the other 
ay. Many of my friends are gone to Kenfington, 
rhere the Queen has been removed for fome time, 
^his is a long letter for a fick body. I will begin 
le next in the journal way, though my journals will 
e forry ones. My left-hand is very weak, and 
•embles ; but my right fide has not been touched. 
""his is a pitiful letter for want of a better ; but 
lagued with a tetter my fancy does fetter. Ah ! 
ly poor willows and quickfets ! Well, but you muft 
^d John Bull : do you underftand it at all ? Farewel. 

LETTER LXIV. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. D I N G L E Y. 

London, May 31, 1712. 

r CANNOT yet arrive to my journal letters, 

' my pains continuing ftill, though with lefs vio- 

ince { but I don't love to write journals while I 

Vol. XV, Y am 
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am in pain. But however, I am fo much meDded, 
that I intend my next (hall be in the old way ; and 
yet I fliall, perhaps, break my refolution when I 
feel pain. I believe I have loft credit with you, ia 
relation to my coming over ; but I proteft it is im- 
poflible for one, who has any thing to do with thii 
miniftry, to be certain when he fixes any time. 
There is a bufinefs, which, till it take fomc turn 
or other, I cannot leave this place in prudence or 
honour. And I never wiHied fo much as noW| 
that I had ftayed in Ireland ; but the die is cafl^ 
and is now a fpinning, and till it fettles, I cannot 
tell whether it be an ace or a fife. The moment I 
am ufed ill, I will leave them ; but know not how 
to do it while things are in fufpence. The feifioni 
will foon be over (I believe in a fortnight) and 
the peace. We hope, will be made in a (liort time} 
and there Will be no farther occafion for me ; tm 
have I any thing to truft to but court gratitodei 
fo that I expeft to fee my willows a month after the 
Parliament is up. Have you feen my letter to Lord 
Tfeafurer ? There are two anfwers come out to it 
already ; though it is no politics, but a harmkfi 
propofdl about the improvement of the Eoglift 
tongue. I believe if I writ an eflay upon a ibaw, 
fome fool would anfwer it. I am juft now think- 
ing to go lodge at Kenfington, for the air. Lady 
Mafham has teafed me to do it, but buiinefi hi 
hindered me; but now Lord Treafurer has remoicd 
thither. Fifteen of our fociety dined togetheriui^ 
(]cr a canopy in an arbour at ParfonVGreen hk 
'rhiirfday^ 1 never faw aiiy thing fo fine and »• 

maftdc. 
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nic all his cherries blafted. FarewcL Night, dcarcft 
fiiTahs; fare we), dearefl: lives^ love poor Pdfr. Fare- 
well dearcft little MD. 

LETTER LXV, 

, Dr. S W I F T to Mrs. D I N G L E Y. 

Kcnfington, June 17, 1712. 

T HAVE lodged here near a fortnight, partly for 
^ the air and cxercife, partly to be near the courti 
where dinners are to be found. ' I generally get I 
lift in a coach to town, and in the evening I walk 
back. On Saturday I dined with the Ducheis of 
Ormond, at her lodge near Sheen, and thought to 
get a boat as ufual. I walked by the bank to Kew, 
but no boat; then to Mortlake, but no boat; aod 
it was nine o'clock. At lad a little fculler calledi 
full of nafty people. I made him fet me down at 
Hammerfmith, fo walked two miles to this place, 
and got here by eleven. Laft night I had another 
fuch difficulty. I was in the city till paft ten at 
night; it rained hard, but no cos^ch to be had. It 
gave over a little, and I walked all the way here, and 
got home by twelve, I love thefe fliabby difficul- 
ties when they are over i but I hate them, bccaufc 
they arife from not having a thoufand pounds a year. 
I had yours about three days ago, which I will now 
anfwer. And iirft, I did not relapfe, but I aaofi 
out before I ought. The iir/l going abroad made 
people think I was quite recovered, and I had do 
more mefTages afterwards. Well^ but John Bull is 

not 
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wrote by the perfon you imagine. It is too 
d for another to own. Had it been Grub-ilreet» 
ould have let people think zs they pleafe ; and I 
ik that's right: is it now? fo flap your hand 

make wry mouths yourfelf, faucy doxy. Now 
les DD* Why firrahs, I did write in a fortnight 
47th ; and if it did not come in due time, can 
dp wind and weather ? am I a Laplander ? am 
ivifch ? can I work miracles ? can I make eaderly 
ids ? I am againft Dr, Smith. I drink little 
er with my wine, yet I believe he is right. Dr» 
:kburn told me a little wine would not hurt 
; but it is hot and dry, and water is dangerous^ 
e word thing here is my evenings at Lord 
iham's, where Lord Treafurer comes, and we fit 
after twelve. But it is convenient I (bould be 
>ng them for a while as much as poilible, I 
d not tell you why^ But I hope that will be 
n end in a month or two, one way or other, and 
n refolved it (hall; but I can't go to Tunbridge, 
my where elfe out of the way, in this jun<Slure. 
;gins is here, roaring that all is wrong in Irct- 
j, and would have me get him an audience of 
d Treifurer to tell him £b ; but I will have no- 
ig to do in it, no not L We have had no thun^ 
till laft night, and till then we were dead for 
It of rain ; but there fell a great deal : no field 
ced green. I reckon the Queen will go to 
ndfor in three or four weeks ; and if the Secre- 
r takes a houfe therfc, I (hall be fometimes with 
1. But how afFeftedly Ppt talks of my beipg 
t all the fummer ; which I do not intend i nor 

Y 3 to 
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to flay one minute longer in England than becomcr 
the circumftances I am in. I heard fomebody com- 
ing up ftairs^ and forgot I was in the country. I 
was afraid of a vifitcr ; that is one advantage of be- 
ing here, that I am not teafed with folicitors. Moult 
the chymift is my acquaintance. I fent the queftioQ 
to him about Sir Walter Raleigh's cordial, and the 
anfwer he returned is in thcfe words ; " my fervicc 
to Dr. Smith ; it is diredlly after Mr. Boyle's re- 
ceipt." That commiflion is performed ; if he wants 
any of it. Moult fhall ufe him fairly. I fuppofe 
Smith is one of your phyficians. So, now your 
letter is fully and impartially anfwered ; not as nf- 
cals anfwer me : I believe if I writ an eilay upon a 
ilraw, I (hould have a flioal of anfwerers : but oo 
matter for that.^ You fee I can anfwer without 
making any reiledions, as becomes men of learn- 
ing. Well, but now for the peace : why we C3q)cft 
it daily ; but the French have the (lafF in their own 
hands, and we truft to their honefty. I wiih it were 
otherwife. Things arc now in the way of being £xm 
in the extremes of well or illr I hope and believe 
the firft. Lord Wharton is gone out of town in t 
rage, and curfes himielf and friends for ruining them- 
felves in defending Lord Marlborough and Godol- 
phin, and taking Nottingham into their favour. He 
fweors he will meddle no more during this reign j 
a pretty fpeech at fixty-fix, and the Queen is neir 
twenty years younger, and now in veiy good healdis 
for you muft know her health is fixed by a certais 
reafon, that (he has done with braces (I muft uietha 
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expreflion) and nothing ill has happened to her 
fioce; fo {he has a new leafc of her life. Read 
Tie Letter to a Whig Lord, FarewcU 

LETTER LXVL 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. D I N G L E Y. 

Kenfington, July i, 17 12. 

T NEVER was in a worfe ftatiori for wriiing 
letters, than this ; for I go to town early ; and 
when I come home at night, I generally go to Lord 
Malham's, where Lord Treafurer comes, and we 
ftay till paft twelve; but I am now refolved lo write 
Journals again, though my (houlder is not yet well. 
It IS ndw high cherry* time with us ^ take notice. Is 
it fo foon with you ? And we have early apricots ; 
and goofeberries are ripe. On Sunday Archdeacon 
Parnel came here to fee me. It feems he has 
been ill for grief of his wife's death, and has been 
two months at Bath. He has a mind to go to 
Dunkirk with Jack Hill, and I perfuade him to 
it, and have fpoke to Hill to receive him; but 
I doubt he won't have fpirit to go. I have made 
Ford * Gazetteer, and got two hundred pounds 
a year fettled on the employment, by the Secre- 
taries of State, befide the perquifites. It is the pret- 
tied employment in England of its bignefs; yet 
the puppy docs not feem fatisfied with it. I think 
people keep fome follies to themfclves, till they 
have occafion to produce them. He thinks it 

♦ Charles Ford, Efq; fevcral of whofc letters arc in thw coUedion. 

Y 4 not 
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not genteel enough, and makes twenty difficulties, 
It i^ impoflible to make any man eafy. His £dary is 
paid him every week» if he pleafes, without taxes 
or abatements. He has little to do for it. He has 
a pretty office, with coals, candles, papers, &c. can 
frank what letters he will ; and his perqqUites, if he 
takes care, may be worth one hundred pounds more. 
I hear the Bifhop of Clogher is landing, or landed, 
in England ; ^nd I hope to fee him in a few days, 
X was to fee Mrs, Bradley on Sunday night. Her • 
youngeft fon is to marry fomebody worth nothingi 
and her daughter was forced to leave Lady Giffard, 
becaufe (he was ftriking up an intrigue- with a foot- 
man, who played well on the flute. This is the 
mother's account of it, Ycfterday the old Bifliop 
of Worcefter *, who pretpnds |o be a prophet, went 
to the Queen, by appoiptment| to prove to her Ma- 
jefty, out of Daniel and the Revelations, that four 
years hence there would be a \vgir of religion ; tha^ 
the King of France would be 4 Proteftant, and 
fight on their fide; that the popcdpqi would be 
deftroyed, &c. And dpclared, that he would be 
content to giye up his Bifhopric, if it were not true. 
Lord Treafurer, who told \x me, was by, and ibme 
others ; and I am told Lord Treafurer confounded 
him fadly in his own learning, which made the 
old fool very quarrelfome. He is near ninety years 
old. Have you fcen Toland's invitation to Difmal-W 
How do you like it? But it is an imitation of H(h 

• fDr.WiJIitmlloyd.' 
f The Earl of Nottingham. 

racti 
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race, and perhaps you do not underftand Horace. 
Here has been a great fweep of employments, and 
we expedt ftill more removals. The court feems 
refolved to make thorough work. Mr. Hill in- 
tended to fet out to-morrow for Dunkirk, of which 
he is appointed Governor ; but he tells me to-day^ 
he cannot go till Thurfday or Friday. I wifli it 
were over. Mr. Secretary tells me, he is in no 
fear at all, that France will play hicks with us. 
If we have Dunkirk once, all is fafe. We rail now 
all againft the Dutch, who indeed have aded like 
knaves, fools, and madmen. Mr. Secretary is footi 
to be made a Vifcount. He defired I would draw 
the preamble of his patent ; but I excufed myfelf 
from a work, that might lofe me a great deal of re- 
putation, and get me very little. We would fain 
have the court make him an Earl, but it will not 
be ; and therefore he will not take the title of Boling- 
broke, which is lately extindt in the elder branch 
of his family. I have advifed him to be called Lord 
Pomfret; but he thinks that title is already in 
fome other family ; and, befides, he objedts that it 
is in Yorkftiire, where he has no eftate ; but there 
is nothing in that, and I love Pomfret. Don't you 
love pomfret ? Why ? 'Tis in all our hiftories ; they 
3re full of Pomfrct-caftlc. Steele was arrefted the 
Other day for naaking a lottery, diredlly againft an 
^6t of Parliament. He is now under profecution ; 
but they think it will be dropped out of pity. I 
believe he will very foon lofe his employment, for 
he has been mighty impertinent of late in his Spec- 
tiaitors J and I will never offer a word in his behalf. 

}layn)on4 
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Raymond writes mc word, that the Bi(hop of Mcath 
was going to fummon me, in order to fufpenfion» 
for abfence, if the Provoft had not prevented him. 1 
am prettily rewarded forgetting them their firft-fruits. 
We have had very little hot weather during the whole 
month of June; and for a week paft, we have had* 
a great deal of rain, though not every day. I am 
juft now told, that the Governor of Dunkirk has 
not orders yet to deliver up the town to Jack Hill 
and his forces, but expeds them daily. This muft 
put off Hill's journey a while, and I don't like tbefc 
^Loppings in fuch an a£fair. FareweL 

LETTER LXVn. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. PINGLEY. 

Kenfington, July 17, 1712. 

T A M weary of living in this place, and glad to 
•^ leave it foon. The Queen goes on Tuefday to 
Windfor, and I (hall follow in three or four days 
after. I can do nothing here» going ear}y to Lon« 
don, and coming late from it, and fupping at Lady 
Maftiam's. I dined to-day with the Duke of Ar* 
gyle at Kew, and would not go to the court to- 
night, becaufe of writing to MD, The Biihop of 
Clogher has been here this fortnight : I fee him as 
often as I can. Since Dunkirk has been in our hands, 
Grubftrcct has been very fruitful. I have wrote 
five or fix Grubftreet papers this laft week. 

Have you feen Toland's invitation to Dijmal^ or 
a hue and cry after Difmal^ or a ballad on DunJdrK 

or 
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M an agreement that Dunkirk is not in our hands ? 
Poh ! You have fecn nothing. I am dead here with 
the hot weather ; yet I walk every night home^ and 
believe it does me good ; but my fhoulder is not 
yet right ; itchings and fcratchings, and fmall akings. 
Did I tell you I have made Ford Gazetteer, with 
two hundred pounds a year falary, beiide perqui- 
fites. So, now 1 will anfwer your letter. No* 30,, 
date June 17. Ppt. writes as well as ever, for all 
her waters. I with I had never come here, as of« 
ten and as heartily as Ppt. What had I to do 
here ? I can affure you the Bifhop of Clogher's be* 
ing here, does not in the lead affedt my flaying or 
going. I have heard of the Biihop's making me 
uneaiy, but I did not think it was becauie I never 
wrote to him, but I don't know what to (ay. A 
little would make me write to him. I find I am 
obliged to the Provoft, for keeping the Bishop from 
being impertinent. I never talked to Higgins but 
once in the Areet, and I believe, he and I (hall hardly 
meet, but by chance. What care L whether my 
letter to Lord Treafurer be commended there or 
not ? Why does not fomebody among you anfwer 
it, as three or four have done here ? We have had 
very little thunder here ; none thefe two months. 
Why, pray, madam philofopher, how did the rain 
hinder the thunder from doing any harm ? I fuppoie 
it /quenched it. So here comes Ppt. again with her 
little watery podfcript. You bold drunken flut you ! 
drink Pfdr's health ten times in a morning! you 
are a whetter, faith. I fup MD's fifteen times 
every morping in milk-porrige. There's for you 
/ now— 
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now — and there's for your letter, and cveiy kind 
of thing — ^and now I muft fay fomething elfe. Yoa 
hear Secretary St. John is made Vifcount Boling* 
broke. I could hardly perfuade him to take that 
title, becaufe the eldeft branch of his family had 
it in an earldom, and it was laft year extindt. Jack 
Hill fent his fifter a pattern of a head-drefs from 
Dunkirk ; it was like a fafhion twenty years ago, 
only not quite fo high, and looks very ugly. I have 
made Trap chaplain to Lord Bolingbroke, and he 
is mighty happy and thankful for it. Mr. Addifon 
returned me my vifit this morning. He lives in 
our town. I (hall be mighty retired, and mighty 
bufy for a while at Wind for. Pray why don't you 
go to Trim, and fee Laracor, and give mc an ac-** 
count of the garden, and the river, and the hollies, 
and the cherry-trees on the river *walk ? 

1 9th, I could not fend this letter laft poft, being 
called away before I could finiHi it. I dined yefter^ 
day with Lord *Treafurer j fat with him till ten at 
night ; yet could not find a minute for fome bufi- 
nefs I had with him. He brought me to Kenfmg- 
ton, and Lord Bolingbroke would not let me go 
away till two. I am now in bed very lazy and fleepy 
at nine. I muft /have head and face, and meet 
Lord Bolingbroke at eleven, and dine again widi 
Lord Treafurer. To-day there will be another Gruh^ 
A letter from the Pretender to a fFhig LorJ. Grub^ 
ilreet has but ten days to live ; then an aft of Par- 
liament takes place, that ruins it, by taxing every 
half-fticet at a half*penny. We have news juft 
come, but not the particularly that the Earl of 

Albe. 



JOURNAL to STELLA. 33J 

Albemarle^ at the head of eight thouiand Dutch^ is 
beaten^ loft the greatcft part of his men, and him- 
fclf made a prifoner. This perhaps may cool their 
courage^ and make them think of a peace. The 
Duke of Ormond has got abundance of credit by 
his good conduct of affairs in Flanders. FareweL 

LETTER LXVIIL 

Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. DINGLEY. 

London, Aug. 7, 1712. 

T L E F T Windfor on Monday laft, upon Lord 
Bolingbroke's being gone to France ; and fomc- 
body's being here, that I ought often to confult 
with in an affair I am upon : but that perfon talks 
of returning to Windfor again, and I fhall follow 
him. I am now in a hedge lodging very bufy, as 
I am every day till noon ; fo that this letter is like 
to be (hort, and you are not to blame me thefe two 
months; for I proteft, if I ftudy ever fo hard, I 
cannot in that time compafs what I am upon. We 
have a fever both here and at Windfor, which hardly 
any body mifTes ; but it lafts not above three or four 
days, and kills nobody. The Queen had forty fer- 
vants down in it at once. I dined yefterday with 
Lord Treafurer, but could do no bufinefs, though 
he fent for me, I thought, on purpofe; but he de- 
fires I will dine with him again to-day. Windfor 
is a moft delightful place, and at this time abounds; 
in dinners. My lodgings look upon Eaton and thq 
Thames. I wifli I was owner of them j they be-* 

long 
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long to a prebend. Do you know, that Grabflrfct i$ 
dead and gone laft week ? No more ghofts or mur- 
liers now for iove or money. I plied it pretty clofe 
the laft fortnight, and publiflied at leaft fcvcn penny 
papers of my own, befide fome of other people's ; 
but now every fingle half (heet pays a halfpenny to 
the Queen. The Obfcrvator is fallen ; the Medleys 
are jumbled together with the Flying Port ; the Ex- 
aminer is deadly fick ; the Speftator keeps up, and 
doubles its price ; I know not how long it will hold. 
Have you feen the red ftamp the papers are marked 
with ? Methinks the ftamping is worth a halfpenny. 
Lord Bolingbroke and Prior fet out for France laft 
Saturday. My Lord's bufinefs is to haften the peace 
before the Dutch are too much mauled ; and hinder 
France from carrying the jcft of beating them too far. 
Have you feen the fourth part of John Bull ? It is 
equal to the reft, and extremely good. The bifhop 
of Clogher's fon has been ill of St. Anthony's fire, 
but is now quite well. I was afraid his hc% would 
be fpoiled, but it is not. Dilly is juft as he ufcd 
to be, and puns as plentifully and a^ bad. Ray- 
mond wrote to me, that he intended to invite you 
to Trim. Are you, have you, will you be there f 
If you have not your letters in due time for two 
months hence, impute it to my being tofticated be*- 
tween this and Windfor. Poor Lord Winchclfca 
is dead, to my great grief. He was a worthy ho- 
neft gentleman, and a particular friend of mine: 
and, what is yet worfe, my old acquaintance, Mrs. 
Finch, is now Countefs of Winchclfea, the title 
being fallen to her huft)and, but widiout much 
5 eftate. 
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cftatc. I have been poring my eyes all this morn* 
ing, and it is now pafl two afternoon, fo I (hall take 
a little walk in the park. Do you play at ombre 
ftill ? Or is that off by Mr. Stoytes abfcnce, and 
Mrs. Manleys grief? Farewel. 

LETTER LXIX, 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. DINGLEY. 

Windfor, Sept. 15, 1712. 

T Never was fo long without writing to MD. as 
now, fince I left them, nor ever will again while 
I am able to write. I have expeiSted from one week 
to another that fomething would be done in my own 
affairs ; but nothing at all is,- nor I don't know 
when any thing will, or whether any at all, fo flow 
are people at doing favours. I have been much, out 
of order of late, with the old giddinefs in my head. 
I took a vomit for it two days ago, and will take 
another about a day or two hence. I have eat 
mighty little fruit; yet I impute my diforder to 
that little, and fhall henceforth wholly forbear it. I 
am engaged in a long work, and have done all I can 
gf it, and wait for fome papers from the Miniftry 
for materials for the reft ; and they delay me, as if 
it were a favour I afked them ; fo that I have been 
idle here this good while, and it happened in a right 
time, when I was too much out of order to (ludy. 
One is kept conflantly out of humour by a thoufand 
unaccountable things iA public proceedings; and 
when I reafon with fome frieikls, we cannot con- 
ceive 
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ceive how affairs can lad as they are*. Go(kenfy 
knows, but it is a very nielaneholy fubjcft for thofc, 
who have any near concern in it. I am again en- 
deavouring, as I v^ras laft year, to keep people from 
breaking to pieces upon a hundred mifundcrfland- 
ings. One cannot with-hold them from drawing 
different ways, while the enemy is watching to dc- 
ftroy both. See how my flile is ahered, by living 
and thinking, and talking among thefe people. In*- 
ftead of my canal and river, walk and willowS, I 
lofe all my money here among the ladies ; fo that I 
never play when I can help it, being fure to lofe. I 
have lod five pounds the five weeks I have been 
here. I hope you are luckier at picquet with the 
Dean and Mrs. Wall. I wait here but to fee what 
they will do for me ; and whenever preferments arc 
given from me, I will go over. 

1 8 th, I have taken a vomit to-day, and hope I 
fliall be better. I have been very giddy fince I wrote 
what is before, yet not as I ufed to be ; more fre- 
quent, but not fo violent. Yefterday we were a- 
larmed with the Queen's being ill ; flie had an a- 
guifh and feverifh fit ; and you never faw fuch coun- 
tenances as we all had, fuch difmal melancholy* 
Her phyficians from town were fent for ; but to- 
wards night ihe grew better, to-day (he is on her 
feet, and was up : we are not now in any fear ; it 
will be at worft but an ague, and we hope even 
that will not return. Lord Treafurer would not 
fome here from London, becaufe it would make a 
noife, if he came before his ufual time, which i$ 
Saturday, and he goes away on Mondays. The 

Whigs 
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Whigs have loft a great fupport in the Earl of Go- 
dolphin. It is a good jeft to hear the miniders talk: 
of him with humanity and pity, becaufe he is dead, 
and can do them no more hurt. Lady Orkney, the 
late King's miftrcfs, who lives at a fine place five 
miles from hence (called ClifFden) and J, ^re growa 
mighty acquaintance. She is the wiicft woman I ever 
faw; and Lord Treafurer made great ufe of her ad- 
vice in the late change of affairs. I heard Lord Marl- 
borough is growing ill of his diabetes-, which, if it 
be true, may foon carry him ofif; and then the mi- 
niftry will be fomething more at cafe. The dodtpr 
tells me I muft go into a courfe of fleel, though I 
have not the fpleen ; for that they can never give 
me, though I have as much provocation to it as any 
man alive. Bernage's regiment is broke; but he is 
upon half-pay. I have not feen him this long time; 
but I fuppofe he is over-run with melancholy. My 
Lord Shrewfbury is certainly defigned to be gover- 
' nor of Ireland -, and, I believe, the Ducheft will 
pleafe the people there mightily. I hear there arc 
five or fix people putting ftrongly in for my livings, 
God help them. But if ever the Court fliould give 
me any thing, I would recommend Raymond to the 
Duke of Ormond ; not for any particular friendfhip 
to him, but becaufe it would be proper for the mi- 
nifter of Trim to have Laracor. You may keep the 
gold ftudded fnufF-box now; for my brother Hill, 
governor of Dunkirk, has fent me the fineft that 
ever you faw. It is allowed at Court th.it none in 
England comes near it, though it did not coft above 
twenty pounds/ And the Duchefs of Hamilton 
Vol. XV. Z has 
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has made me a podcet for it, like a woman's^ with a 
belt and buckle, (for I wear no waiftcoat in fumtner) 
and there are (everal diviiiotis, and one on poq^ofe 
for my box. We have had moft delightful weather 
this whole week; but illnels and vomiting have 
hindered me from (haring in a great part of it. 
Lady Ma(ham made the Queen lend to Kenfington 
for £>mc of her preferved ginger for me, which I 
take in the morning, and hope it will do me good. 
The Queen will ftay here about a mondi longer, I 
luppole; bat Lady Maiham will go in ten da3rs to 
iic-in at Kenfingtoa. Poor creature, dbc fidl down 
in die Court here Ac other day« She would needs 
walk acrois it upon fome diipleafure widi her chair* 
men, and was likely to be ipoiled, Co near her time; 
but we hope all is over for a black eye and a fixt 
fide ; though I ihall not be at eafe till (he is brought 
to-bed. I find I can fill up a letter, fome way or 
odicr without a joumaL If I had not a Ipirit natu- 
rally cheafful, I (hould be very much dilboatented 
at a thou&nd things. Pray God prefenre your 
health, and that t may live free from the envy and 
diicontent, that attends thofo, who are thought to 
have more fiivour at Court than they really pofieis^ 
Parewel. 
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LETTER LXX. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. DINGLEY. 

Lpndon, Oft. 9, 17 12.' 

T Have left Wlndfor thefe ten days, and am deep 
•^ in pills, with ajfa fd^tida^ and a Heel bittef 
drink I and I find my bead ^uch bjetter t^a^ it was. 
I was ^ery much difcouraged; fpr I ufe(^ to be ilji 
for three or four days together, ready to totter as ^ 
walked. I take eight pills a <Jay, and ^ave taken, 
1 believe, one hundred and fifty already. The 
-Qijccn, Xord Treafurcr, Lady Maftiam, and I, 
were all ill . together, but are now all better ; only 
Lady Mafham expefts every day to lie-in at Ken^ 
Jfington. There was never fuch a lump of liqs 
-llpread about the town together as now. I doubt 
mot but you will have them in Dublin before this 
comes to you, and all without the lead ground of 
truth. I have been mightily put back infomething 
I am writing by my illnefs, but hope to fetch it up, 
ib as to be ready when the parliament meets. Lorji 
Treafurer has had an ugly fit of the rheumatifm., 
biit is now near quite well. I was playing at om 
and thirty with him, and his family, the other night. 
He gave us all twelve-pence a-piece to begin with. 
It put jne in mind of Sir William Temple. I 
alked both him and Lady Mafham ferioufly, whe- 
ther the Qijeen were at all inclined to a dropfy? 
And they pofitiyely aifured me ihe was not t io did 
her phyfician Arbuthnot, who always, attends hen 

Z a Yet 
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Yet thcfe devils have fpread that fhe has holes inW 
legs, and runs at her navel, and I know not what. 
Arbuthnot has fent me from Windfor a pretty dif- 
courfe upon lying, and I have ordered the printer 
to come^ for it. It is a propofal for publifliing a cu- 
rious piece, called. The Art of Political Lying, in 
two volumes, ©r. And then there is an abftraftof 
the firft volume, juft like thofe pamphlets called 
The Works of the Learned. Pray get it vhcn k 
comes out ♦. The Queen has a little of the gout 
in one of her hands. I believe (he will ftay a month 
ilill at Windfor. Lord Treafurer (hewed me the 
kindeft letter from her in the world, by whkh I 
picked out one fecret, that there v\^iil be foon made 
ibme Knights of the Garter. You know another 
is fallen by Lord Godolphin's death : he will be 
buried io a day or two at Weftminfter-Abbcy. I 
faw Tom Leigh in town once. The Bifhop of Clog- 
her has taken his lodging for the winter ; they arc 
all well. I hear there are in town abundance of 
people from Ireland ; half a dozen bifhops at leaft. 
The poor old Bi(hop of London -f, at paft fourlcorc, 
fell down backwards going up flairs, and I hear 
broke or cracked his fkull ; yet is now recovering. 
The town is as empty as at Midfummer; and if i 
had not occafion for phyfic, I wculd be at Windfor 
ftill. Did I tell you of Lord Rivers's will; he 
has left a legacy to about twenty paultry old whores 

• This is publiftied among the Dean's workt, and is part of difi 
Mifcellany, which he printed in conjundlion with Mr. Pope. 

t * Dr. Henry Compton^ tranflated to that fee from the bifhoprick 
ef. Oxford, 'vi.ij6^^' . ^ 

... . -by 
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by name^ and not a farthing to any friend, depen-. 
dent or relation : he has left from his only child>' 
Lady Barrymore, her mother's eftate, and given the 
whole to his heir male, a popifli prieft, a fecond 
coufin, who is now Earl Rivers, and whom he ufed 
in his life like a footman. After him it goes to his 
chief wench and baftard. • Lord Treafurer and Lord 
Chamberlain are executors of this hopeful will. 1 
loved the man, and deteft his memory. We hear 
nothing of peace yet : I believe verily the Dutch 
are ib wilful, becaufe they are told the Queen can-^ 
Bot live. I believe I efcaped the fever, becaufe I 
am not well ; fome phyficians here talk very melan- 
choly, and think it foreruns the plague, which is ac- 
tually at Hamburgh, I think we both have the fa- 
culty never to part with a diforder for ever j we 
arc very conftant. I have had my giddinefs twenty 
three years by fits. 

■ Odober n th. Lord Treafurer fent for me yefter- 
day and the day before to fit* with him, becaufe he 
is not yet quite well enough to go abroad; and I 
could not finifli my letter. How the deuce come I 
to be fo exaft in your money ? Juft feventeen (hil- 
lings and eight-pence more than due ; I believe you 
cheat me. Ppt. * makes a petition with many apo- 
logies. John Danvers, you know, is lady Giffard's 
friend. I tell you what, as things are at prefent, I 
cannot poflibly fpeak to Lord Treafurer for any body. 
I need tell you no more. Something or nothing will 
be done in my own affairs ; if the former, I will be 
9, folicitor for your fifter ; if the latter, I have done 

♦ ppt. is Mrs. Johnfon. ' 

Z 3 with 
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with Courts for ever. Opportunities will oftea&tt 
in my way, if I am ufe4 well« and { will then jnak« 
it my budnefs. It is my delight to do good offices for 
people who want and deferve iU wd a tenfold delight 
to do it to a relation of Ppt. whqfe affairs Pdfr. has 
fo at heart, I have taken down his name and bis 
cafe (not her cafe) and wheneve^ a proper time 
comes^ I will do all I can ; that is enough to %« 
when I can do no more ; and I beg your pardon a 
thoufand times, that I . cannot do better. I hope 
the Dean 6f St. Patrick's is well of his fever ; he 
has never wrote to me: I am glad of itj pray don't 
defire him to virrite. I have dated your bill late, 
becaufe it muft not commence till the firft of No^ 
vembcr next. Are you good houfewifes and reado's ? 
Are you walkers ? I know you are gameflers^ Are 
you drinkers ? Are you — — hold, I muft go no far* 
ther, for fear of abuiing fine ladies. Parviibl has 
not fent me one word how he fet this year's tythes. 
Pray, afk whether tythes fet well or ill this year* 
Bi(hop of Killaloe tells me wool bears a good rat^ 
in Ireland ; but how is corn ? I dined yefterday with 
Lady Orkney, and we fat alone fron^ two till eleven 
at night. You have heard of her, I fuppofe. I 
have twenty letters upon my hands, and am fo lazy 
and fo bufy, I cannot anfwer them, and they grow 
upon me for feveral months. I lave I any apples at 
Laracor ? It is ftf ange every year (hould blaft theoit 
when I took fo much care for fhelter, Lord Boling**- 
broke has been idle s^t his country houfe this fort- 
night, which puts me backward in bufinefs { haye. 
I am got into an ordinary room t\vo pair of ft$drs^ and 
3 fee 



JOURNAL to STE^L A. 343 

fon liiobody* if I can help it ; yet fcwnc puppies have 
found m^ put^ and my man is not fuch an artiil as 
Patrick at denying n^e. Patrick has becq icJiciting 
to come to me again, but in vain. The printer ha^ 
been here with fome of the new whims printed^ and 
bas taken up my time. I am juft going out> and 
:an only bid you fareweL 

LETTER LXXI. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. JOHNSON. 

London, 0£t. 28, 1712. 

r HAVE been in phyfic this month, and havp 
■• been better thefe three weeks. I ftop my phyfic, 
3y the Dodor's orders, till he fends me farther di- 
edions. D. D. grows politician, anjd longs to hear 
he peace is proclaimed. I hope we ihall have it 
bon, for the Dutch are fully humbled ; and Prior 
s juft come over from France for a few days ; I fup- 
:>ofe upon ibme important affair. I faw him lad 
light, but had no private talk with him. Stocks 
ife upon his coming. As for my ftay in England, 
t cannot be long now, fo tell my friends. The 
i^arliament will not meet till after Chriftmas, and 
ly that time the work I am doing will be over, and 
;hen nothing (hall keep me. I am very much dif- 
rontented at Parvifolj, about neglefting to fell my 
lorfes, &c. 

Lady Mafham is not yet brought to-bed 5 but we 
jxpeft it daily. I dined with her to-day. Lor^ 
^olingbrokc returned about two months ago, and 

Z 4 Pribt 
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Prior about a week ; and goes back (Prior I mean) 
in a few days. Who told you of my fnufF-box and 
pocket? Did I? I had a letter to-day from Dr, 
Coghil, defining me to get Raphoc for Dean Stcme, 
find the Dcanry for myfelf. I (hall indeed, I have 
fuch obligations to Sterne. But, however, if I am 
afked who will make a good Bifliop, I {hall name 
him before any body. Then comes another letter, 
defiring I would recommend a Provoft, fuppofing 
that Pratt (who has betn here about a week) will 
certainly be promoted; but I believe he will not, 
I prefented Pratt to Lord Treafurer, and truly young 
Molyneux would have had me prefent him too; 
but I direftly anfwered him I would not, unlefs he 
had bufinefs with him. He is the fon of one Mr. 
JVI^lyneux, of Ireland. His father wrote a book ♦; 
I fuppofc you know it. Here is the Duke of Marl- 
borough gping out of England (Lord knows why) 
which caufes many fpeculations. Some fay he is 
confcious of guilt, and dare not ftand it. Others 
think he has a mind to fling an odium on the go- 
vernment, as who fliould fay, that one, who has 
done fuch great fervices to his country, cannot live 
quietly in it, by reafon of the malice qf his ene- 
mies. I have helped to patch up thefe people tOr 
gether once more. God knows how long it may 
Jaft. I was to-day at a trial between Lord Lanf- 
down and Lord Carteret, two friends of mine. It 
was in the Queen's-Bench, for about fix thoufand a 
jear (or nine, I think). I fat under Lojd Chief 

• * Thtcaft ^Ireland'j hiing homid by aSs of Fa^UcMtnt in England 
JIatedi publiflied in 4698, in oihvo.* 

Jufticc . 
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Juftice Parker, and his pen falling down, I reached 
it up. He made me a low bow; and I was going 
to whifper him, that / bad done good for evil \ for 
be wouid have taken mine from me. I told it Lord 
Treafurcr and Bolingbrokc. Parker would not have 
known me, if fevcral Lords on the bench, and ia 
^the court, bowing, had not turned every body's 
'eyes, and fet them a whifpering. I owe the dog a- 
Ipite, and will pay him in two months at fartheft, 
if I can. So much for that. But you muft have 
chat, and I muft fay every forry thing that comes 
into my head. They fay the Queen will ftay a 
month longer at Windfor. Thefe devils of Grub- 
ftreet rogues, that write the Flying-Pojl and Med^ 
ley in one paper, will not be quiet. They arc 
always mauling Lord Treafurer, Lord Bolingbrokc, 
and me. We have the dog under profecution, but 
Bolingbroke is not aftive enough ; but I hope to 
fwinge him. He is a Scotch rogue, one Ridpath* 
They get out upon bail, and write on* We take 
th?m again, and get frefh bail; and fo it goes 
round. They fay fome learned Dutchman has wrote 
a book, proving, by civil law, that we do them 
wrong by this peace ; but I fhall (hew, by plain 
reafbn, that we have fuffered the wrong, and not 
they. I toil like a horfe, and have hundreds of 
letters ftill to read ; and fcjueeze a line perhaps out 
of each, or at leaft the feeds of a line, Strafford 
goes back to Holland in a day or two, and I hope 
our peace is very near. I have about thirty pages 
more to write (this is to be extrafted) which will 
^e /ixty in print. It is the raoft troublefome part 

of 
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of 2{}> and I cannot keep myfelf private^ though I 
ftole into a room i)p two pair of Aairs, when I cams 
from Windfor; but my prefent man has not yet 
learned his leiTon of denying me difcreetly. 

30tb^ The I>ucfae&of Ormood found me out to- 
4ay, and made me dine with her« Lady Maiham 
is ftill expe^ng. She has bad a cruel cald« I co^ 
not finifh my letter lafl poft for the foul of me. Lord 
Bolingbroke has had my papers tbefe fix weeks, and 
done, nothing to them. Is Tifdail yet in the world ? 
I propofe writing controverfies, to get a n^mc with 
pofterity. The Duke of Ororiond will not be over 
thefe three or four days. I defign to make him join 
with me in fettling all right among our people. I 
have ordered the Duchefs to let me have an boor 
with the Duke at his firfl coming, to give him a 
true (late of perfons and things. I believe the Doke 
of Shrewibury will hardly be declared your Cover* 
nor 3ret| at lead, I think fo now; but reiblutions 
alter very often. Duke Hamilton gave me a pound 
of fnufF to-day, admirable good. I wifh D. D, 
had it, and Ppt. too, if (he likes it. It coft me a 
quarter of an hour of his politicks^ which I was 
forced to hear. Lady Orkney is making me a writ- 
ing-table of her own contrivance, and a bed night- 
gown . She is perfectly kind, like a mother. I think 

the d was in it the other day, that I (hould 

talk to her of an ugly fquinting coufin of hers, and 
the poor Lady hcrfelf, you know, fquints like a 
dragon. The other day we had a long diicourfe. 
with her about love ; and fhe told us a faying of 
her ^fitr Fitzharding, which I thought excelleoti 

that 
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at in men, itfire hegtts love^ and in women ^ lovt 
gets iejirer We have abundance of our old criers 
lU hereabouts. I hear every morning your wonm 
ith the old (attin and ta^ata^ ^c. the fellow with 
d coatSy fuits or cloaks. Our weather is abomi» 
ible of late, Wc have not two tolerable days ai 
^nty. I have loft money again at ombre, with 
ord Orl^ney ^ others ; yed after all, this year I 
ive loft i>ut three and twenty ftiillings ; fp thal^ 
nfidering card-money, I am no k>(er. 
Our ibciety hath not yet renewed their meetings^ 
hope we (hall continue to do fon^e good this win* 
: ; and Lord Treafurer promifes the academy for 
forfiding oqr language ftiall foon go forward. J 
uft now go hunt thole dry letters for materials, 
>u will fee ibmething very notable, I hope. S9 
ucb for tbat^ God Almighty blefs you. 

LETTER LXXIL 
Pr. SWIFT to Mrs. PINGLEY, 

London, Nov, 15, 171a. 

lEFORE this conacs to your hands, you will 
have heard of the moft terrible accident that hath 
moft ever happened. This morning, at eight, mjf 
an brought me word, that Duke Hamilton ha4 
ught with Lord Mohqn, and killed him» and was 
ought home wounded, \ immediately fent him 
the Duke's houfe, in St. James's- fquare ; but the 
>rter could hardly anfwer for tears, and a great 
bWe was abowt the houfe, Iq ftiort, they fought 

at 
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at fcven this morning. The dog Mohun wasblled 
on the fpot ; but, while the Duke was over Imto, 
Mohun fhortcned his fword, ftabbed him in at tbc 
flioulder to the heart. The Duke was helped to- 
wards the cake-houfcv by the ring, in Hyde-park 
(where they fought) and died on the graft, before 
he could reach the houfe ; and was brought home 
in his coach by eight, while the poor Duchefs wa$ 
afkcp, Maccartney and one Hamilton were the 
fcconds, who fought likewife, and are both fled. I 
am told, that a footman of Lord Mohun's ftabbcd 
Duke Hamilton ; and fome fay Maccartney did fo 
too. Mohun gave the affront, and yet fent die 
challenge. I am infinitely concerned for the poor 
Duke, who was a frank, honeft, good-natured man, 
I loved him very well, and I think he loved me better. 
He had the greateft mind in the world to have mcgo 
with him to France, but durft not tell it me; and 
thofe he did tell, faid I could not be fpared, which 
was true. They have removed the poor Duchefs to a 
lodging in the neighbourhood, where I have been 
with her two hour§, and am juft come away. I 
never faw fo melancholy a fcenej for indeed all 
reafons for real grief belong to her; nor is it pot 
fihle for any one to be a greater lofer in all regards. 
She has moved my very f)ul. The lodging was in- 
convenient, and they would have removed her to 
another ; but I would not fuffcr it, becaufe it had 
no room backwards, and (he muft have been tor- 
tured with the noifc of the Grub-ftreet (creamers 
ringing her hufband's murder in her ears* 

IbN 
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. 1 believe you have heard the ftory of m/ efcape, 
a opening the band-box fent to the Lord Trcafurcr. 
The prints have told a thou(and lies of it 5 but at 
aft we g^vc them a true account of it at length, 
printed in the Evening-poft ; only I woqld not fuf- 
«r them to name me, having been fo often named 
before, and teafed to death with queftions. I won- 
icr how I came to have fo much prefence of mind, 
which is not ufually my talent ; but fo it pleafcd 
God, and I faved myfelf and him ; for there was 
I bullet-piece. A gentleman told me, that if I had 
been killed, the Whigs would have called it a judg- 
tncnt, becaufe the barrels were of inkho/ns, with 
which I had done them fo much mifchief* There 
was a pure Grub-ftreet of it, full of lies and in- 
coniiilencies. I do not like thefe things at all, and 
[ wifli myfelf more and more among my willows. 
There is a devilifli fpirit among people, and the 
Biiniftry muft exert themfelves, or fink. 

16th, I thought, to have finiflied this yefterday ; 
but was too much difturbed. I fent a letter early 
this morning to Lady Majfham, to beg her to write 
fome comforting words to the poor Duchefs. I 
dined to-day with Lady Mafliam at Kenfington, 
where (he is expeding thefe two months to lie- 
in. She has prom i fed me to get the Queen to 
write to the Duchefs kindly on this occafion ; and 
to-morrow I will beg Lord Treafurer to vifit and 
comfort her. I have been with her two hours 
igain, and find her worfe. Her violences not fo 
Frequent, but her melancholy more formal and fet- 
ded» She has abundance of wit and ipirit ; about 
* thirty- 
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thirty-three years old i handibme and airy, and iel« 
doQi fpared any body that gave her the leaft prato^ 
cation i by which (be had many enemies, and &w 
friends. Lady Orkney, her fiftcc-in-law, is come 
to town on this occaiion ; and has been to fix ha, 
and behaved herfelf with great humanity. They 
have been always very ill together, and the poor 
Duchefs could not have patience, when people told 
her I went often to Lady Orkney's. But I am fc- 
Iblved to make them friends; for the Duche^is 
DOW no more the obJe(ft of envy, and muft learn 
humility from the fevereft mafter, Affli^oo. I 
defign to make the miniflry put' out a proclamation 
(if it can be found proper) againft that villain Mac- 
cartney. What (hall we do with thefe murderers ? I 
cannot end this letter to-night, and there is no oc- 
cafion ; for I cannot fend it till Tuefday, and the 
coroner's inqueft on the Duke's body is to be to- 
morrow. Then I fhall know more. This is a 
very furprifing event. Tis late, and 111 go to bed. 
This loc4cs like journals. 

17th, I was to-day at noon with the Duchefs of 
Hamilton again, after I had been with Lady Ork« 
ney, and charged her to be kind to her fifter in her 
afflidlion. The Duchefs told me Lady Orkney had 
been with her» and that flie did not treat her. as 
gently as (he ought. They hate one another ; but 
I will try to patch it up. I have been drawing up 
a paragraph for the Poft-boy, to be out tormor^ 
row, and as malicious as podible, and very proper 
for Abel Roper, the printer of it. I dined at Lord 
Treafurer's at fix in the evening, which is his ufoal 

hour 
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hoK of rem'rhing from Windfor : lie prooriiBd tm 
wi&t die Dttcheis to-morrow; and fays be has a 
tneffige to her from the Qoeen. *Tis late; I have 
ibjed till paft one with him. 

iSthf The committee of council is to fit this 
sfterhoon upon the affair of the Duke of Hamil- 
\oik^ murder^ and I hope a proclamation will be 
oot againi): Maccartney« I was jufl now ('tis now 
nooh) with the Duchefs, to let her know Lord 
IVtafiirer will fee her. Siie is mightily out of €N-«- 
der. The jAry have not yet brought in their f«o* 
did upon the coroner's inqoeft. We iiifped: Mao- 
cartnqr fiabbed the Duke white he was %hising. 
The C^ieen and Lord Treaibr^ are lii greit concern 
9t this event. I dine to-day again with Lord TMav 
ifoier ; but nrntk fend this to the pofb^office before^ 
hocsaik elfe I fliali not have time ; he ufually keeps 
ine too late« Ben Tooke bad me write to D« D. 
to 'fend her tcxtiBcsdt^ for it is high time it ihould 
he feat, be fays. Pray make Parvifol write to me, 
and fend me a general account of my affiurs ; -and 
1st 'him know I (hall be over in fjlring, and that by 
all ineans he fdls the horfcs. Prior has kifTed the 
Qlieen's band, and will return to France in a few 
jdays^ and Lord Strafford to Holland. Now the 
King of Spain has renounced his pretenfions to 
France, the peace muft follow very foon unavoid* 
ably. You mufl no more call Philip Duke of An- 
jou, for we now acknowledge him King of Spain, 
Dr. Pratt tells me, you are all mad in Ireland with 
your playhoufe frolics and prologues, and I know 
not what. Mr. Verdoen was with me yeflerday, 

and 
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and enquired after you. He was a Lieutenant, and 
is now broke, and ypon half-pay. He afkcd mc 
nothing for himfelf ; but wanted an employment 
for a friend, who would give a handfome pair of 
gloves. One Hales fent me up a letter the other 
day, which faid you lodged in his houfe^ and there* 
fore dcfired I would get him a civil employment, I 
wouldnot be within, and have dire^ed my man to give 
him. an anfwer, that I never open letters brought me 
by the writers^ G?r. I was complaining to a lady, 
that I wanted to mend an employmertt from forty 
to fixty pounds a year in the falt-office, and thought 
it hard I could not do it. She told me, Mr. Grif* 
:fin fhould do it. And afterwards I met Griffin at 
her lodgings ; and he was, as I found, one I had 
been acquainted with. I named Filby to him, and 
his abode fome where near Nantwich. He faid 
frankly, he had formerly examined the man, and 
found he underftood .very little of his buiinefs ; but 
if he heard he mended, he would do what I defired. 
1 will let it reft a while, and then refuoie it ; and 
if Ppt. writes to Filby, (he may advife hinx to dili- 
gence, &c. I told Griffin pofitivcly I would have 
it done, if the man mended. This is an account 
of Ppt/s commiffion to her moft humble fervant. 
I have a world of writing to finifh, and little time j 
thefc toads of minifters are (ojlow in their helps. 
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LETTER LXXin. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. DING LEY. 

London, Dec. 12, 1712. 

T Protcft iblemnly I am not able to write to you 
for other bufinefs, but I will renew my journal 
method to you next time. I find it is eafier, though 
it contains nothing but where I dine, and the occur- 
rences of the day. I will write now but once in 
three weeks, till this bufinefs is off my hands, which 
muft be in fix, I think, at fartheft. Oh ! Ppt. I 
remember your reprimanding me for meddling in 
other people's affairs : I have enough of it now with 
a vengeance. Two women have been here fix times 
a-picce ; I never faw them yet. The firft 1 have 
difpatched with a letter; the other I muft fee, and 
tell her I can do nothing for her : fhe is wife of one 
Mr. Connor, an old college acquaintance, and comes 
on a foolifli errand, for fome old pretenfions, that 
will fucceed, when I am Lord Treafurer. I am 
got up two pair of flairs in a private lodging, and 
have ordered all my friends not to difcover where I 
am ; yet every morning two or three fets are plaguing 
me, and my prefent fervant has not yet his Icfibn 
perfe<9: of denying me. I have written one hun- 
dred and thirty pages in folio to be printed, and muft 
write thirty more, which will make a large book of 
four (hillings *. I wifli I had an opportunity of 

• * This fecms to be his Hiftory of the Peace £/* Utrecht, not publiQicd 
till after his death.' 

Vol. XV. A a fending 
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fending you fome fnufF. I will watch who goes to 
Ireland, and do it if poffiblc. I had a letter from 
Parvilbl, and find he has fet my livings very low- 
Colonel Hamilton, who was fecond to Duke Hamil- 
ton, is tried to day. I fuppofe he is eome off, but 
have not heard. I din d with Lord Treafurcr, but 
left him by nine,^and vifited ibme people. Lady 
Betty, his daughter, will be married on Monday 
next Qas I fuppofe) to the Marquis of Caermartben. 
I did not know your country place had been Por- 
train, till you told me fo in your laft. Has Swan- 
ton taken it of Wallis ? That Wallis was a grave, 
wife coxcomb. God be thanked that Ppt. is bet- 
ter of her diforders. God keep her fo. The pam- 
phlet of Political Lying is written by Dr. Arbuth- 
not, the author of John Bull ; 'tis very pretty, but 
not fo obvious to be underftood. Higgins, firft 
chaplain to Duke Hamilton ? Why, Duke Hamil- 
ton never dreamed of a chaplain, nor I believe ever 
heard of Higgins. You are glorious newfmongers 
in Ireland. Dean Francis, Sir Richard Lcvinge, ftuff, 
fluff, and Pratt, more ftuff. We have loft our fine 
froft here ; and Abel Roper tells me you have bad 
floods in Dublin. So, you read one of the Grab- 
flreets about the bandbox. The Whig papers have 
abufed me about the bandbox. God help mc, what 
%could I do ? I fairly ventured my life. There is a 
particular account of it in the Poft Boy, and Evening 
Poft of that day. Lord Treafurer has had the feal 
fent him, that fealed the box, and directions where 
to find the other piftol in a tree in St. James's Park, 
which Lord Bolingbroke's meffengers found accord- 
5 ing'y> 
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ingly; but who fent the prefent is not yet known. 
Duke Hamilton avoided the quarrel as much as pof- 
fiblc, according to the foppifh rules of honour in 
pracftice. What fignified your writing angry to 
Filby ? I hope you faid nothing of having any thing 
from mc. The Queen is in town, and Lady 
Mafham*s month of lying-in is within two days of 
being out. I was at the chriftening on Monday, 
I could not get the child named Robin, after Lord 
Treafurer; it is Samuel, after the father. My 
brother Ormond fent me fome chocolate to-day. 
I wifh you had fharc of it : they fay it is good for 
me, and I defign to^ drink fome in the morning. 
Our fociety meets next Thurfday, now the Queen 
is in town ; and Lord Treafurer aflures me, that the 
fociety for reforming the language fhall foon be 
cftablifhed. I have given away ten fliillings this 
day to fervants. What a ftir about company?. I 
kept no company at all, nor have I any dcfire to 
keep any. I never go to a cofFee-houfc nor a tavern, 
nor have touched a card fince I left Windfor. I 
make few vifits, nor go to levees ; my only debauch 
is fitting late where I dine, if I lilcc the company. 
I have almoft dropped the Duchefles of Shrewf- 
bury and Hamilton, and fcveral others. Lord Trea- 
furer, the Duke of Ormond, and Lady Orkney, 
are all that I fee very often. O yes. Lady Mafham 
and Lord Bolingbroke, and one or two private friends. 
I make no figure but at court, where I affcd to turn 
from a Lord to the meaneft of my acquaintance, and I 
love to go there on Sundays to fee the world ; but, to 
fay the truth, I am growing weary of it. I diftika 
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a million of things in the courfc of public affairs; 
and if I were to ftay here much longer, I am furcl 
(hould ruin myfelf with endeavouring to mend them. 
I am every day invited into fchemes of doing this, 
but I cannot find any, that will probably fuccecd. 
It is impofTihle to fave peoplq againft their own 
will ; and I have been too much engaged in patch- 
work already. Do you underftand all this fluff? 
No. Well, then, you are now returned to ombre 
and the Dean, and Chriftmas ; I wifli you a very 
merry one. It is late. Til go to fleep ; I don't fleep 
well, and therefore never dare to drink coffee or 
tea after dinner. 

1 3th, Morning. I am fo very fleepy in the mom- 
ing, that my man wakens me above ten times ; and 
now I can tell you no news of this day. Here is a 
reftlefs dog, crying cabbages and favoys, plagues 
me every morning, about this time; he is now at 
it. I wifh his largeft cabbage were flicking in his 
throat. I lodge over againft the houfe in Little 
Rider- ftreet, where D. D. lodged. Don't you re- 
member mifirefs ? To-night I muft fee the Abbe 
Gautier, to get fome particulars for my hiftory. 
It was he, who was firfl employed by France in the 
overtures of peace, and I have not had time this 
month to fee him ; be is but a puppy too. Lady 
Orkney has juft fent to invite me to dinner ; (he has 
not yet given me the bed night-gown; befides, I 
am come very much off from writing in bed, though 
I am doing it this minute; but I flay till my fire is 
burned up. My grate is very large ; two bufhels 
of coals in a week : but I fav'^e it in lodgings. Lord 

Abcrcora 
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Abercorn is come to London, and he will plague 
me, and I can do him no fervice. The Duke of 
Shrcwfbury goes in a day or two for France, per- 
haps to-day. We (hall have a peace very foon ; the 
Dutch are almoft entirely agreed, and if they flop, 
we (hall make it without them. That has been re- 
folved. This is a fine day. I am ruined with 
coaches and chairs this twelve-penny weather. I 
muft fee my brother Ormond at eleven, and then 
the Duchefe of Hamilton, with whom I duubt I 
am in difgrace, not having fecn her thefe ten days. 
Abbe Gautier fends me word I cannot fee him to- 
night, i don't value any thing but one letter he has 
of Petecum's (hewing the roguery of the Dutch. 
Did not the Conduct of the Allies make you great po- 
* liticians ? Here is fomebody coming that I muft fee 
that wants a little place ; the fon of coufui Rooke's 
cldeft daughter, that died many years ago. Fare* 
wel. 

LETTER LXXIV. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. D I N G L E Y. 

London, Dec. i8, 17 12. 

f^ U R focicty was to meet to-day, but Lord Har- 
^^^ ley, who was prefident this week, could not 
attend, being gone to Wimbleton with his new 
brother-in-law, the young Marquis of Caermarthen, 
who married Lady Betty Harley on Monday laft ; 
and Lord Treafurer is at Wimbleton too. How- 
ever, half a dozen of us met, and I propofe our 

Aa 3 meet- 
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meetings (hould be once a fortnight ; for, betwixt 
you and me, we do no good. It coft mc nineteen 
/hillings to-day for my club-dinner ; I don*t like it. 
We have terrible flobbery weather. Lord Abercorn 
is come to town, and will fee me, whether I will 
or not. You know he has a pretence to a Duke- 
dom in France, which Duke Hamilton was folicit* 
ing for i but Abercorn refolves to fpoil their title, 
if they will not allow him a fourth part ; and I have 
advifed the Duchefs to compound with him, and 
have made the Miniftry of my opinion. 

19th, Lord Trcafurer is returned from Wimble- 
ton. 'Tis not above eight miles off, and he fent for 
me to dine with him at five ; but I had the grace to 
be abroad, and dined with another, with honeft Ben 
Tooke, by invitation. The Duchefs of Ormond 
promifed me her pidure, and coming home to-night, 
I found her's and the Duke's both in my chambtr. 
Was not that a pretty civil furprize ? They are in 
fine gilded frames too. I am writing a letter to 
thank her ; which I will fend to-morrow morn- 
ing. I will tell her, flie is fuch a prude, rliat (he 
will not let fo much as her pifture be alone in a room 
with a man, unlefs the Duke's be with it ; and fo 
forth. We are full of fnow and dabbling. Lady 
Mafliam has come abroad thefe three days, and fccn 
the Queen. I dined with her the other day at her 
fifter HilVs. I hope flie will remove in a few 
days -to her new lodgings at St. James's from Ken- 
fington. 

2cth, I lodge up two pair' of flairs, have but one 
room, and deny myfclf to every body almoft, yet I 
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lannot be quiet ; and all my mornings are loft with 
>eople, who will not take anfwcrs below ftairs ; 
iich as Dilly, and the Bilhop, and the Provoft, &c. 
L»ady Orkney invited me to dinner to-day, which 
lindered me from dining with Lord Treafurer. 
This is his day, that his chief friends in the mini- 
Iry dine with him. However, I went there 
ibout fix, and fat with him lill paft nine, when they 
ill went off; but he kept me back, and told me 
he circumftances of Lady Betty's match. The 
^oung fellow has 6o,oool. ready money, three great 
loufes furnifhed, 7,000!. a year atprefent, and a- 
)out five more after his father and mother die. I 
hink Lady Betty's portion is not above 8,oool. 
^ray tell Mr. Wall, that Lord Artglefea thanked 
ne for recommending Clements to him 5 that he fays> 
ic is 20,oool. the better for knowing him. But 
)ray don't let Clements go and write a letter of 
hanks, and tell my Lord, that he hears fo and fo, 
^^c. Sad weather ; two /hillings in coaches to-day, 
md yet I am dirty. I am now going to read over 
bmething, and correft it. 

2 1 ft. Puppies have got a new way of plaguing 
ne. I find letters dircfted for me at Lord Trea- 
iirer's, fometimes with inclofed ones to him, and 
bmetimes with projefts, and fometimes with libcla* 

ufually keep them three or four days without 
opening. I was at Court to-^ay, as I always am on 
iundays, inftead of a cofFee-houfe, to fee my ac- 
[uaintance. This day fe'n night, after I had been 
alking at Court with Sir William Wyndham, the 

A a 4 Spa* 
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Spanifh Ambaflador came to him, and faid, he heard 
that was Dr. Swift, and defired him to tell mc, that 
his mafter, and the King of France, and the Queen 
were obliged more to me than to any man in Eu- 
rope ; fo we bowed and (hook hands, G?r. I took 
it very well of him. I dined with Lord Treafurer, 
and muft again to-morrow, though I had rather not; 
but now the Queen is in town, he does not keep me 
fo late. Our peace now will foon be determined; 
for Lord Bolingbroke tells me this morning, that 
four provinces of Holland have complied with the 
Queen, and we expeft the reft will do fo imme- 
diately. 

22d, Lord Keeper promifed me yefterday the 
firft convenient living to poor Gery *, who is 
married, and wants fome addition to what he has. 
He is a very worthy creature. I had a letter fome 
weeks ago from Elwick, who married Betty Gery. 
It feems the poor woman died feme time laft fum- 
mer. Elwick grows rich, and purchafes lands. 1 
dined with Lord Treafurer to-day, who has engag- 
ed me to come again to-morrow. I gave Lord Bo- 
lingbroke a poem of Parneirs. I made Parnell in- 
fert fome compliments in it to his Lordfhip. He 
is extremely pleafed with it, and read fome parts of 
it to-day to Lord- Treafurer, who liked it as much. 
And indeed he outdoes all our poets here a bar's- 
length. Lord Bolingbroke has ordered me to bring 

• * Mr. Gery, rcftor of Litcombc, in Berks, to whofe houfc Dr. 
Swift n t'lred about ten weeks before Queen Anne's doath, upon oc- 
cafion of the incurable breach between the Earl of Oxford and Lord 
Vifcoqnt Bolingbroke* 

him 
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hhn to dinner on Chriftmas-day, and I niade Lord 
Trcafurer proraife to fee him. It may one day do 
Parncll a kindnefs. You know Parnell. I believe 
I have told you of that. 

23d, This morning I prefented one Diaper, a 
poet, to Lord Bolingbroke, with a new poem, which 
is a very good one ; and I am to give him a fum of 
money from my Lord. I have contrived to make 
a parfon of him, for he is half one already, being 
in deacon's orders, and ferves a fmall cure iii the 
country ; but has a fword at his tail here in town. 
'TiS/a poor, little, fhort wretch, but will do bcft iii 
a gown, and we will make Lord Keeper give him a 
living. Lord Bolingbroke writ to Lord Treafurer 
to-day, to excufc me ; fo I dined with the formcl" 
and Monteleon, the Spanilh Ambaflador, who made 
me many compliments. I ftaid till nine, and now 
it is paft ten, and my man has locked me up, and 
I have juft called to mind that I iLall be in difgracc 
with Tom Leigh. Thar coxcomb had got into 
acquaintance with one Eckerfall, clerk of the kit- 
chen to the Queen, who was civil to him at Wind- 
fot on ray account ; for I had done fomc fervice to 
Eckerfall. Leigh teazes me 10 pafs an evening at his 
lodgings with Eckerfall. I put it ofFfeveral times, 
but was forced at laft to prcmif^ I would come to- 
night; and it never was in my head till I was lock- 
ed up, and I have called and called, but my man is 
gone to-bed; fo I will write an excufe to-morrow. 
I deteft that Tom Leigh, and am as formal to him 
as I can, when I happen to meet him in the park. 
The rogue frets me if he knew it. He afked me, 

why 
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why I did not wait on the Bifliop of Dromo-e? I 
anfwered, I had not the honour to be acquainted 
with him, and wouid not prefume, &c- He takes 
me ferioufly, and fays the Bilhop is no proud man, 
&c. He tells me of a judge in Ireland, that has 
done ill things. I afk. Why is he not out ? Says 
he, I think the Biihops, and you, and I, and the 
reft of the clergy, (hould meet and confult about it 
I beg his pardon, and fay, I cannot be ferviceabic 
that way. He anfwers. Yes, every body may help 
fomething. Don't you fee how curioufiy he con- 
tinues ta vex me ; for the dog knows, tfaat^ith 
half a word I could do more than all of them toge- 
ther. Bat he only docs it from the pride and envy 
of his own heart, and not out of a humorous defiga 
of teafmg. H^: is one of thofc, that would rather 
a fervice fhould not be done, than done by a private 
man, and of his own country. You take all this; 
don't you. 

24th, I dined to-day witTi the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in order to look over fome of my pa- 
pers ; but nothing was done. ^ 

I have been alfo mediating between the Hamil- 
ton family and Lord Abercorn, to have them com- 
pound with him ; and I believe they will do it 
Lord Selkirk, the late Duke's brother, is to be in 
town, in order to go to France, to make the de- 
mands ; and the miniftry are of opinion, they will 
get fome fatisfaftion, and they empowered me to 
advife the Hamilton fide to agree with Abercoroi 
' who alks a fourth part, and will go to France and 
Ipoil all, if they don't yield it. 

25,th, 
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i5th, I carried Parncll to dine at Lord Boling- 
brok^'s, and - he behaved himfclf very well ; and 
Lrord Bolirigbrokc is mightily pleafed with him. I 
was at St. James's chapel by eight this mofning ; 
and church and facrament were done by ten. The 
Queen has got the gout in her hand, and did not 
come to church to-tlay ; and I flayed fo long in my 
chamber, that I miffed going to Court. Did I tell 
you, that the Queen defigns to have a drawing- 
room and company every day ? 

26th, I was to wifh the Duke of Ormond a 
happ^^ Chriftmas, and give half a crown to his por- 
ter. It will coft me a dozen half crowns among 
fuch fellows. I dined with Lord Treafurcr, who 
chid me for being abfent three days. Mighty kind 

with a p lefs of civility, and more of intcrcft. 

We hear Maccartney is gone over to Ireland, Was 
it not comical for a gentleman to be fet upon by 
highwaymen, and to tell them he was Maccartney * ? 
Upon which they brought him toa juftice of peace, 
in hopes of a reward, and the rogues were fent to 
goal. Was it not great prefence of mind ? But 
may be you heard of this already; for there was a 
Grubilrect of it. Lord Bolingbroke told me I 
maft walk away to day after dinner, becaufe Lord 
Treaiurer, and he, and another were to enter upon 
bufincfs ; but I faid, it was as fit I (hould know 
their bulincfs as any body; for I was to juftify. So 
the rcll went, and I ftayed, and it was fo important, 
I was like to fleep over it. I left them at nine, and 
it is now twelve. 27th, 

• Macartney was Lord Mohun's fecond, in the duel between him 
m^d Duke Hamilton, and fled on that occafion. 
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27th, I dined to-day with General Hill, Go?cr- 
noi; of Dunkirk. Lady Mafliam and Mrs Hill, 
his two fillers, were of the company, and there have 
I been fitting this evening till eleven, looking over 
others at play ; for I have left off loving play my- 
felf. I have a great cold on me, not quite at its 
height, I have them feldom, and therefore ought 
to be patient. I met Mr. Addifon and paftond 
Philips on the Mall to-day, and took a turn with 
them ; but they both looked terribly dry and cold. 
A curfe of party ! And do you know I have taken 
more pams to recommend the whig wits to the fa- 
vour and mercy of the minifters, than any other 
people. Steele I have kept in his place. Congrevc 
I have got to be ufed kindly, and fecured- Rowcl 
have recommended, and got a promife of a place. 
Philips I fliould certainly have provided for, if he 
had not run party-mad, and made me withdraw my 
recommendations. I fet Addifon fo right at firft, 
that he tnight have been employed, and have partly 
fecureci him the place he has ; yet I am worfc ufed 
by that fadion than any man. Well, go to cards, 
firrah Ppt. and drefs the wine and orange, firrah 
MD, and I'll go fleep. 

28th, My cold is fo bad, that I could not go to 
church to-day, nor to Court; but I was engaged to 
Loni Orkney's, with the Duke of Ormond, at din- 
ner ; and ventured, becaufe I could cough and fpit 
there as I pleafed. The Duke and Lord Arran left 
us, and I have been fitting ever fince with Lord and 
Lady Orkney till paft eleven ; and my cold is wor^ 
and makes me giddy. I hope it is only my coldt 

and 
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and no more ; but Til go to bed, for the fellow has 
bawled pad twelve. 

29th, I got out early to-day, and efcaped all my 
duns. I went to fee Lord Bolingbrcke about fome 
bufinefs, and truly he was gone out too. I dined 
in the city, upon the broiled leg of a goofe and a 
bit of bacon, with my printer. Did I tell you that 
I forbear printing what I have in hand, till the 
Court decides fomething about me ? I will contraft 
no more enemies, at leaft I will not imbitter worfe 
thofe I have already, till I have got under (helter; 
and the minifters know my refolution, fo that you 
may be difappointed in feeing this thing as foon as 
you expefted. I hear Lord Treafurer is out of or- 
der. My cold is very bad. Every body has one. 

30th, I fuppofe this will be full by Saturday. 
Duke of Ormond, Lord Arran, and I, dined pri- 
vately to-day at an old fervant's houfe of his. The 
council made us part at fix. One Mrs. Ramfay 
dined with us; an old lady of about fifty-five, that 
we are all very fond of. I called this evening at 
Lord Trcafurer's, and fat with him two hours. He 
has been cupped for a cold, and has been very ill. 
He cannot dine with Parnell and me at Lord Bo- 
lingbroke's to-morrow; but fays he will fee Parnell 
ibme other time. I hoift up Parnell partly to fpitc 
the envious Irifli folks here, particularly Tom Leigh. 
I faw the BKTiop of Clogher's family to-day ; Mifs 
is mighty ill of a cold, and coughs inccflantly. 

3ifl, To-day Parnell and I dined with Lord Bo- 
lingbrcke, to corred: Parncirs poem. I made him 
ihcw all the places he ciiflikedi and when Parnell 

has 
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has corrcdled it fully, he (hall print it. I wentthii 
evening to fit with Lord Treafurer. He is bcttCTi 
and will be out in a day or two. I fat with him 
while the young folks went to fupper, and then 
went down, and there were the young folks merry 
together, having turned Lady Oxford up to my 
Lord, and I flayed with them till twelve. There 
was the young couple. Lord and Lady Cacrmar- 
then. Lord and Lady Dupplin^ and Lord Harley 
and I ; and the old folks were together above. It 
lookeci like what I have formerly done fo often; 
ftealing together from the old folks, tho' indeed it 
was not from poor Lord Treafurer, who is as young 
a fellow as any of us : but Lady Oxford is a filly 
mere old woman. My cold is ftill fo bad, that I 
* have not the leaft fmelling. I am juft got home, 
and 'tis paft twelve ; and Til go to bed, and fctdc 
my head, heavy as lead. 

Jan. I ft. Many happy years to deareft MD. 
Pray God Almighty blcfs you, and fend you ever to 
be happy !. I forgot to tell you, that yefterday Lord 
Abercorn was here, teafing me about his French 
duchy, and fufpefting my partiality to the Hamilton 
family, in fuch a whimfical manner, that D^ . Pratt, 
who was by, thought he was mad. He was no 
fooner gone, but Lord Orkney fent to know, whe- 
ther he might come and fit with me half an hour 
upon fome bufinefs. I returned anfwer, that I 
would wait on him; which I did. We difcourf- 
ed a while, and he left me with Lady Orkney ; and 
in came the Earl of Selkirk, whom I had upvcf 
feen before. He is another brother of Duke R^. 
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Hilton's, and is going to France, by a power from 
lis mother the old Duchefs, to ncgociate their pre- 
tenfions to this duchy of Chaftleberauld. He teafcd 
roe for two hours in fpite of my teeth, and held 
tny hand when I oflfered to ftir; would have had 
me engage the miniilry to favour him againft Lord 
Abercorn, and to convince them, that Lord Aber- 
corn had no pretenfions ; and deiired I would alfo 
convince Lord Abercorn himfelf fo ; and concluded, 
be was forry I was a greater friend to Abercorn than 
Hamilton. I had no patience^ and ufed him with 
fome plainncfs. Aninot I purely handled between 
I couple of puppies ? Ay, fays Ppt, you muft be 
neddling in other people's affairs. I appeal to the 
Bi(hop of Clogher, whether Abercorn did not com- 
plain, that I would not let him fee me laft year, and 
that he fwore he would take no denial from my fer- 
fc^ant when he came again. The minifters gave 
fnc leave to tell the Hamilton family, it was their 
3pinion, that they ought to agree with Abercorn. 
Lord Anglefea was then by, and told Abercorn ; 
upon which he gravely tells me, I was commiflioncd 
by the minifters, and ought to perform my com- 
miffion, &c. But Til have done with them. I 
have warned Lord Treafurer, and Lord Bolingbroke, 
to beware of Selkirk's teazing ; yet Abercorn vexes 
me more. He owes me all the kind receptions he 
has had from the minillry. I dined to-day at Lord 
Treafurer's, with the young folks, and fat with 
Lord Treafurer till nine, and then was forced to go 
to Lady Miftiiim's, and fat there till twelve, talking 
of affairs, till I am out of humour, as every one 

V muft. 
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muft, that knows tliem inwardly. A thou&nd 
things wrong, moft of them eafy to mend ; yet our 
fchemes availing at heft but little, and fomctimcs 
nothing at all. One evil, which I patched up twice, 
with the hazard of all the credit I had, is now 
fpread more than ever. But burn politics, and fend 
me from courts and minifters ! 

2d, I fauntered about this morning, and went 
with Dr. Pratt to a pidlure audlion, where I had 
like to be drawn in to buy a pi<flure, that I was 
fond of; but, it feems, was good for nothing. Pratt 
was there to buy fome pictures for the Bifliop of 
Clogher, who rcfolves to lay out ten pounds to 
furnifli his houfe with curious picflures. We dined 
with the Bifliop, I being by chance difengaged. 
And this evening I fat with the Bifliop of Oflbry, 
who is laid up with the gout. The French Am- 
baflTador, Duke d'Aumont, came to town to-night; 
and the rabble condufted him home with fliouts. 
I cannot fmell yet, though my cold begins to break. 
It continues cruel hard frofty weather. 

3d, Lord Dupplin and I went with Lord and 
Lady Orkney this morning at ten to Wimbleton, 
fix miles off, to fee Lord and Lady Cacrmarthen. 
It is much the fineft place about this town. Did 
you never fee it ? I was once there before, about 
five years ago. I came back jufl: by night-fall, and 
felt cruel cold weather. I am juft now told, that 
poor Lady Afliburnham, the Duke of Ormond's 
daughter, died yefterday at her country-houfe. The 
poor creature was with child. Shewas my grcatcfft 
favourite, and I am in excefiivc- concern for her 

deaths 
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ieath. I hardly knew a more valuable perfon on 
ill accounts. You muft have heard me talk of her. 
r am afraid to fee the Duke and Duchefs. She 
ivas naturally very healthy, and I 'fear has been 
Jirown away for want of care. Pray condole with 
ne. 'Tis extremely moving ♦. I hate life, when 
[ think it expofed to fuch accidents; and to fee fo 
nany thoufand wretches burdening the earth, while 
lich as (he dies, makes me think God did never 
Qtend life for a blefling. • Farewel. 

• 

LETTER LXXVIIL 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. DING LEY, 

London, Jan. 4, 171^-13. 

r E N D E D my laft with the melancholy news 
of poor Lady Alhburnham's death. The Bi- 
!iop of Cldgher and Dr. Pratt made me dine with 
liem to-day at Lord Mountjoy's, purfuant to an 
Qgagement, which I had forgot. Lady Mount- 
yy told me, that Maccartney was got fafe out of 
ur clutches, for (he had fpoke with one, who had 
letter from him from Holland. Others fay the 
me thing. As I left Lord Mountjoy's, I faw the 
>ukc d'Aumont, .the French Ambaflador, going 
om Lord Bolirigbrokc's, where he dined, to have 
private audience of the Queen. I followed, and 

• From thefe cxprcffions, and thofe he ufcs in the account of the 
ichefs of Hamilton's afflidtion on the death of her hufband, Svvitc 
pears to have had a flrong fympathy in the diftiefs of others ; which 
ha5 generally, even by his advocates, been fuppofcd to want. 

Vol. XV. B b went 
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went up to court, where there was a great crowd 
I was talking with the Duke of Argyle^ by the £re- 
fide in the bed-chaoiber, when the Ambaflador came 
out from the Queen. Argyle prefented me to him^ 
and Lord Bolingbroke and we talked together a 
while. He is a fine gentleman, fomethipg like the 
Duke of Ormonde and juft (iich. an expcniiye-mao* 
After church to-day, I fhewed the Bifliop of Ckghci; 
at court, who was who. 

5th, Our froft is broke, but it is very cold. Loid 

Trcafurer is recovered, and went 5ut this evening to 

the Queen. I dined with Lady Oxford^ and then 

fate with Lord Trcafurer till he went out. He gave 

tne a letter from an unknown hand, relating, to Dr. 

Bvovin, Bilhop of Cork, recommending him to a 

better Bifhoprick, as a perfon who oppofed Lord 

Wharton, and was made a Bifhop on that accountji^ 

celebrating him for a great politician, &c. In fliort, 

all diredlly contrary to his character, which I mi^le 

bold to explain. What dogs there are in .the world ? 

I was to fee the poor Duke and Duchefs of Ormpnd 

this morning. The Duke was in his public room, 

with Mr. Southwell, and two more gentlemeo. 

'^When Southwell and I were alone with him, he 

talked fomething of Lord Aihburnham, that, he was 

afraid the Whigs would get him again. He bore 

up as well as he could, but fomething falling acd« 

dentally in difcourfe, the tears were jud falling out 

of his eyes, and 1 looked off to give him an opporr 

tunity (which he tcok) of whiping them with Im 

handkerchief. I never faw any thing fo movingi 

3 nor 



JOURNAL to STELLA. 37r 

fucb a mixture t)f greatiieft of mind^ and ten* 
ttfs^ and difcrction. 

th, Lord Bolingbroke^ and Parnel^ and I dined^ 
invitation, with my friend Dartineuf *, whom • 

have heard me talk of. Lord Bolingbroke likes 
lell mightily ; and it is pleafant to fee^ that one, 
> hardly palled for any thing in Ireland^ makes 
way here with a little friendly forwarding. It is 
vy rainy weather, and I have hardly been abroad" 
lay, nor know any thing that paflfes.* Lord Trea- 
T is quite recovered, and I hope will take care 
ceep himfelf well. The Duchefs of Marlborough 
raving England, to go to her Duke, and makes 
fonts of rings to feveral friends, they fay worth 
I hundred pounds a-piece. I am fntt (kt ought' 
give me one, though the Duke pretended to 
ik me his greateft enemy, and got peoplb to tell' 

fo, and very mildly to let me know boW gladl/ 
would have me foftened towards hixh. Ibid a 
f of his acquaintance and mine let him know, 
t I had hindered many a' bitter thing againft' 
1 ; not for his own fake, but becaafe I thought 
ooked bafe; and 1 defired every thing ihould be 
: him, except power. 

^th, I dined v^ith Lord artd Lady Ma(ham to- 
', and this everting played at ombre with Mrs* 
nhomrigh, merely for amufement.- The Mini-- 
s have got my papers, and will neither read 

* This gentleman, whofe name was fp^h Dardqaehave, is men- 
cd, on account of his taltc for good eating, by Mr. Pope, in his 
tation of the fecond Epiflle of the fecond book of Horace, ver. 87.' 

«« When 01d£eld loves whacDartineof detefts.* 

B b 2 them 
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them, nor give them to me ; and I can hardly da 
any thing. Very warm flabby weather, but I made 
a fhift to get a walk; yet I loft half of it, by Ihak- 
ing off Lord Rochefter *, who is a good, civil, fim- 
pie man. The Biftiop of Oflbry will not be Bifhop 
of Hereford, to the great grief of himfelf and his 
wife. I think it is not certain yet that Maccart- 
ii:y is efcaped. I am plagued with bad authors in 
verfe and profe, who fend me their books and 
poems, the vileft traOi I ever faw ; but I have given 
their names to my man, never to let them fee me. 

8th, You muft underftand that I am in my geers^ 
and have got a chocolate-pot, a prefent from Mrs. 
Afh of Clogher, and fome chocolate from my bro- 
ther Ormond, and I treat folks fometimes. I dined 
with Lord Treafurer at five o'clock to-day, and was 
by while he and Lord Bolingbroke were at bufi- 
nefs ; for it is fit I ihould know all that paiTes now» 
becaufe, CSc. The Duke of Ormond employed me 
to fpeak to Lord Treafurer to-day about an affair, 
and I did fo ; and the Duke fpoke himfelf two 
hours before, which vexed me, and I will chide 
the Duke about it. Ill tell you a good thing; 
there is not one of the miniftry but what will cm- 
ploy me, as gravely to fpeak for them to Lord Trea- 
furer, as if I were their brother, or his ; and I do 
it as gravely, though I know they do it only becaufe 
they will not make themfelves uneafy, or had ra* 

• * Henry Hyde, fon of Laurence, Earl of Rochefter, yoongerfoa 
of the Lord Chancellor Clarendon. This Henry facceeded to Ao 
title of Earl of Clarendon, March 31, 1723, on the death of Edward, 
the third Earl of Clarendon.' 

thcr 
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thcr I (hould be denied than they. I believe our 
peace will not be finiflied thcfe two months ; for I 
think we muft have a return from Spain by a mef- 
ienger, who will not go till Sunday next. Lord 
Treafurer has invited me to dine with him again 
to-morrow. Your commilfioner, Knightley, is to 
be there. 

9th, Dr. Pratt drank chocolate with^me this 
morning, and then we walked. I was yefterday 
with him to fee Lady Betty Butler, grieving for her 
iiftcr Aihburnham. The jade was in bed in form 
and (he did fo cant, (he made me iick. I meet 
Tom Leigh every day in the Park, to preferve his 
health. He is as ruddy as a rofe, and tells me his 
Bifliop of Dromore recovers very much. That 
Bifliop has been very near dying. This day's Ex- 
aminer talks of the play of JVbat is it like ? and 
you will think it to be mine, and be bit ; for I 
have no hand in thefe papers at aH. I dined with 
Lord Tr<:afurer, and fhall again to-ihorrow, which 
is his day when all the minifters dine with him. 
He calls it whipping-day. It is always on Satur- 
day, and we do indeed ufually railly him about his 
faults on that day; I was of the original club, when 
only poor Lord Rivers, Lord Keeper, and Lord 
Bolingbroke came; but now Ormond, Anglefea, 
Lord Steward, Dartmouth, and others intrude, and 
I fcold at it; but now they pretend as good a title 
as I; and indeed many Saturdays I am not there. 
The company being too many, I don't love it. 

loth. At feven this evening, as we fat after din- 
ner at Lord Treafurcr's, a fervant faid. Lord Peter- 

B b 3 'borough 
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borough was at the door. Lord Treafurer and Lord 
Bolingbroke went out to meet him, and broo^ 
him in. He was juft returned from abroad, where 
he has been above a year. As foon as he faw me, 
he left the Duke of Ormond and other Lords, ani 
ran and kifled me before he fpoke to them *; bdt 
chid me terribly for not writing to him, which I 
never did this laft time he was abroad, npt knowing 
where he was ) and he changed places fo often, it 
was impoflible a lettef fhould overtake him. Hi 
left England with a bruife, by his coach overtufiH 
ing, that made him fpit blood, and was fo ill, we 
expe(fled every pod to hear of his death ; but he 
out-rode it, or out -.drank it, or fomething, and he it 
come home ludier than ever. He is at leaft fixty, and 
has more fpirits than any young fellow I know in 
England. He has got the old Oxford regiment of 
horfc, and I believe will have a garter, I k>ve the 
hang-dog dearly, 

nth. The court was crammed to-day, to (te 
the French Ambaflador ^ but he did not come. Did 
I never tell you, that I go to court on Sundays as 
to a cof}ee-houfe, to fee acquaintance, whom I 
(hould not otherwife fee twice a year ? The Provoft 
afid I dine with Ned Southwell, by appointment, in 
order to fettle your kingdom, if my fcheme can be 
followed ; but I doubt our miniflry will be too te- 
dious. You mud certainly have a new Parliament; 
but they would have that a fecret yet. Our Par- 
liament here will be prorogued for three vreeks. 

• The Dean Lad adUrcHed fome verfes to hixn in tb^ year 1706. 

Thoic 
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Thofe puf^ies the Dutch tvillnot yet come in^ 
though they pretend to fubmit to the Queen in every 
tting ; but they would fain try firft how our feffion 
titeginSy in hopes to embroil us in the Houfe of 
Chords i and if my advice had been taken, the feflioh 
ihould have begun, and we would have trufted the 
Parliament to approve the fteps already made to- 
'wahls the peace, and had an addrefi perhaps from 
them to conclude without the Dutch, if they would 
-hot agree. Others are of my mind, but it is not 
reckoned fo fafe, it fecms; yet I doubt whether 
the peace will be ready fb foon as three weeks, but 
that ii a fccret. 

1 2th, Pratt and I walked into the citv to one 
Bateman's, a famous bookfeller for old books. There 
I laid out four pounds like a foo), and we dined at 
a hedge alehoufe, for two (hillings and two-pence, 
like Emperors. Let me fee, I bought Plutarch, 
two voluities, for thirty (hillings, &c. We have 
no hews, and I have nothing more to fay to-day, 
and t can't finiffi my work. Thefe minifters will 
iiot find time to do what I would have them. 

13 th, I was to have dined to-day with Lord 
Kteper ; but would not, becaufe that brute Sir John 
Walter was to be one of the company. You may 
remember he railed at me laft fummcr was twelve 
months at Windfor, and has never begged my par- 
don, though he promifed to do it ; and Lord Man- 
fcl, who was one of the company, would certainly 
have ftt us together by the ears, out of pure rogui(h 
mifchief. So I dined with Lord Treafurer, where 
there was none but Lord Bolingbroke. I flayed 
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till eight, and then went to Lady Orkney 's» whohai 
been Tick, and fat with her till twelve. The Par* 
1 lament was prorogued to-day, as I told yoUj for 
three weeks. Our weather is very bad» and flob- 
bery, and I fhall fpoil my new hat, or empty my 
pockets^ Lord Abercorn plagues me to death. I 
have now not above fix people to provide for, and 
about as many to do good offices to ; and thrice as 
many that I will do nothing for, 

14th, To-day I took the circle of morping vifits. 
I went to the Duchefs of Ormond, and there vrat 
ihe, and Lady Betty, and Lord Afhburnham to- 
gether. That was the firft time the mother and 
daughter faw each other lince Lady Afhburnham's 
death- . They were both in tears, and I chid them 
for being together, and made Lady Betty go to her 
own chamber; then fat a while with the Duchefs, 
and went after Lady Betty, and all was well. 
There is fomething of farce in all thefc mournings^ 
let them be ever fo ferious. People will pretend to 
grieve more than they really do, and that takes off 
from their true grief. I then went to the Ducheis 
of Hamilton, who never grieved*, but raged, and 
ftormed, and railed. She is pretty quiet now, but 
has a diabolical temper. Lord Keeper and his fon, 
and their two ladies, and I, dined to-day with Mr. 
Caefar, trcafurer of the navy, at his houfe in the 
city, where he keeps his office. We happened to 
talk of Brutus, and I faid fomething in his praife, 

• The Dean cxpreflcs different fcniimcnts of ihw Lady, in his let- 
ter to Mrs. Dingley, dated Nov. 15, 17125 but it 1$ probable he had 
then very little acquuintaoce with her, 

whca 
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when it flruck me immediately^ that I had made a 
blunder in doing fo; and therefore I recolleifted 
jnyfelf, and faid, Mr. Caefar, I beg your pardon. 
So we laughed^ ^c. 

1 5th, I forgot to tell you, that laft night I had 
a prefent fent me (I found it when I came home in 
my chamber) of the fined wild fowl 1 ever faw, with 
the vileft letter, and from the vileft poet in the 
world, who fent it me as a bribe to get him an cm-- 
.ployment. I know not where the fcoundrel lived, 
io I could not fend them back 5 and therefore I gave 
.them away as freely as I got them, and have or- 
dered my man never to let up the poet when he 
.comes. The rogue fhould have kept the wings 
at leaft for his mufe. One of his fowl$ was a large 
capon pheafant, as fat as a pullet. I ate ihare of it 
to-day with a friend. We have now a drawing 
room every Wedncfday, Thurfday, and Saturday, at 
one o'clock. The Queen does not come out; but 
all her miniflers, foreigners, and perfons of qua- 
Kty, are at it. I was there to-day ; and as Lord 
Treafurer came towards me, I avoided him, and he 
hunted me thrice about the room. I affecft never 
to take notice of him at church or court. He 
knows it, for I have told him fo ; and to-night, at 
Lord Maiham's, he gave an account of it to the 
company ; but my reafons are, that people feeing 
me fpeak to him, caufes a great deal of teafing. I 
tell you what comes into my head, that I never 
knew whether you were Whigs or Tories, and I 
value our converfation the more, that it never turn- 
ed on that fubjcd. I have a fancy that Ppt. is a 

Tory, 
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Tory, and a rigid one, I don't know why; b« 
methinlvs fhe looks like one, and D. D. a ibft df a 
trimmer. Am I right ? I gave the EsTaitiintir h 
hint about this prorogation, and to praiie the QuMi 
for her tendernefs to the Dutch, iii giving ibem 
flill more time to fubmit. It fitted the occafioiA 
at prefent. 

i6th, I was bufy to-day at the Secretary's 6fl6cc, 
and ftayed till paft three. The Duke of Onbbad 
and I were to dine at Lord Orkney's. The thdtt 
was at the committee, fo I thought all was (afe. 
When I went there, they had almbft dined; to 
the Duke had fent to excufe himfelf, which I btfcr 
knew. I came home at feven, and began a littk 
whim, which juft came into my head, iafld Will 
make a three*penny pamphlet. It (hall be fini^ 
and out in a week ; and if it fucceeds, you (bail 
know what it is ; otherwife not. I cannot ^A 
' this to-morrow, and will put it off till next Satur- 
day, becaufe I have touch bufinefs. So my jour- 
nals fhall be (hort, and Ppt. muft have patience. 

17th, This rogue Parnell has not yet correSed 
his poem, and I would fain have it out. I dined 
to-day with Lord Treafurer, and his Saturday's Com- 
pany, nine of us in all. They went away at feven, 
and Lord Treafurer and I fat talking an hour 
after. After dinner, he was talking to the Lonfs 
about the fpeech the Queen mufl make when the 
Parliament meets. He aiked me how I would make 
it ? I was going to be fcrious, becaufe it was (cfi- 
oufly pat ; but I turned it to a jeft. And becaufe 
they had been fpeaking of the Duchefs of Marl- 
borough 
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trough going to Flanders after the Duke^ I faid, 
le fpeech fliould begin thus : My Lords and Gen« 
emen^ In order to my own quiet, and that of my 
ibjedSy I have thought fit to fend the Duchefs of 
larlborough abroad, after the Duke. This took 
^1, and turned off the difcourfe. I mud tell you, 

do not at all like the prefent fituation of affairs, 
nd remember I tell you fo. Things muft be on 
nether foot, or we are all undone. I hate this 
Iriving always to an inch. 

1 8th, We had a mighty full court to-day. Dilly 
vzs with me at the French church, and edified 
nightily. Duke of Ormond and I dined at Lord Ork- 
ley's ; but I left them at feven, and came home to 
ny whim. I have made a great progrefs. My large 
:reatife* ftands ftock-ftill. Some think it too dan- 
^rous to publi(ht and would have me print only 
pvhat relates to the peace. I cannot tell what I 
!hall do. The Bifhop of Dromore is dying. They 
thought yefterday he could not live two hours : yet 
tie is (till alive, but is utterly pad: all hopes. 

19th, I was this morning to fee the Duke and 
Duchefs of Ormond. The Duke d'Aumont came 
in while I was with the Duke of Ormond, and we 
complimented each other like dragons. A poor 
fellow called at the door where I lodge, with 4 
parcel of oranges for a prefent for me. I bid my 
man learn what his name was, and whence it came. 
He fent word his name was Bun, and that I knew 
him very well. I bid my man tell him I was 
bu/y, and he could not fpeak to me; and not to 

• * tlis Hijf(ny of the Peace /Utrecht.* 

let 
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let him leave his oranges. I know no more of it, 
but I am fare I never heard the name^ and I {hall 
take no fuch prefents from ftrangers. Perhaps he 
might be only fome beggar, who wanted a littk 
money. Perhaps it might be fomething wode. 
Let them keep their poiTon for their rats. I don't 
love it. 

2oth, A committee of our fociety dined to-day 
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Our fi)- 
ciety does not meet now as ufual, for which I am 
blamed ; but till Lord Treafurer will agree to give 
us money and employments to beflow, I am averfe 
to it ; and he gives us nothing but promifes. Bi- 
fhop of Dromort is ftill alive, and that is all. We 
cxpedl every day he will die, and then Tom Leigh 
mud go back, which is one good thing to the town. 
I believe Pratt will drive at one of thefe biihoprics. 
Our Englifh bifliopric * is not yet difpofed of. I 
believe the peace will not be ready by the fefiion. 

2 1 ft, I was to-day with my printer, to give him 
a little pamphlet I have written, but not politics. 
It will be out by Monday. If it fucceeds, I v^ill 
tell you of it ; otherwife not. We had a prodigious 
thaw to-day, as bad as rain ; yet I walked like a 
good boy all the way. The Bifliop of Dromore 
ilill draws breath, but cannot live two days longer. 
My large book lies flat. Some people think a great 
part of it ought not to be now printed. I believe 
I told you fo before. This letter fliall not go till 

• • Probably that of Hereford, vacant by the death of Dr. Hon- 
phry Humphreys, on the twentieth of November, 1712* who wai 
focceeded by Dt. Philip BiiTe, tranflatcd from the fee of St. David's.' 

Satur** 
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Saturday, which makes up the three weeks exaftly, 
ind I allow fix weeks. 

2 2d, This is one of our Court days, and I war 
there. I told you there is a drawing-room Wed- 
ticfday, Thurfday, and Saturday. The HamiltdiiV 
ind Abercorn's have done teafing 'me. The latter,* 
[ hear, i; aftually going to France. Lord Trea-' 
furer quarelled with me at Court, for being four 
days without dining with him ; fo I dined there to- 
day, and he has at lad fallen in with my projedl (as 
he calls it) of coining half-pence and farthings with 
devices, like medals, in honour of the Queen, every 
year changing the device. I wifh it may be done* 

23d, Duke of Ormond and I appointed to dine 
with Ned Southwell to-day, to talk of fettling your 
affairs of Parliament in Ireland ; but there was a 
mixture of company, and the Duke of Ormond 
was in hafte, and nothing was done. If your Par- 
liament meets this fummer, it muft be a new one; 
but I find fotnt are of opinion there fliould be none 
at all thefe two years. I will trouble myfelf no 
more about it. My defign was to ferve the D«kc 
of Ormond. Dr. Pratt and I fat this evening with 
tKe Bi(hop of Clogher, and played at ombre for 
three-pence. That I fuppofe is but low with you. 
I found, at coming home, a letter from M, No. 
37. I fhall not anfwer it this bout, but will the 
hext. I have got a terrible new cold, before my 
old one was quite gone, and don't know how. X 
(hall have D. D's money foon from the Exchequer. 
The Bifhop of Dromore is dead now at laft. 

24th, 
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24tb, I was at Court t(>*day» and it was comic^ 
to fee Lord Abercorn bowing to me, bitt not fpeik« 
ing> and Lord Selkirk the £une. I dined with Lnd 
Treafurer, and his Saturday club, and lil^ with hirii 
two hours after the reft were gone^ and ^ke freer 
to him of affairs than I am afraid others do» who 
might do more good. All his friends repine sod 
ihrug their (houlders ; but will not deal with biti 
fo freely as they ought. It is an odd bufinefs; the 
Parliament juft going to fit, and no cmploymeolk 
given. They fay they will give them in z fffi 
days. There is a new Bi(hop made of Herefbid; 
fo OfTory is difappointed. I hinted fo to his friends 
two months ago, to make him leave off ddudiog 
himfelf and being indifcreet, as he was« 

LETTER LXXIX. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. DING LEY. 

London, January 25, 1712-13. 

IT7'E had fuch a terrible ftorm to-day, that go- 
^ ing to Lord Bolingbroke's I faw a hundred 
tiles fallen down ; and one fwinger fell about forty 
yards before me, that would have killed a hork: 
fo after church and court, I walked through the 
Park, and took a chair to Lord Trcafurer's. Next 
door to his houfe a tin chimney-top had fallen dowo, 
with a hundred bricks. It is grown calm this evco- 
ing. I wonder had you fuch a wind to-day ? I hate 
it as much as any hog does. Lord Trcafurer has 
engaged me to dine again with him to*nu>rroWt 

Ho 
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\ bas thofe tricks ibmetimes of mviting me from 
^ to (Uy^ which I am fotced to^ break through^ 
If littk pamphkt is oat: 'tis not politics. If it 
jsg I fay again you (hall hear of it. 
26th> This morning I felt a littl^-toucli ofgid- 
\g{s, which has diibrdered s^d weakened me with 

ugly remains all this day. After dinner at Lord 
e^furer's^ the French Apiba0ador» Duke d'Au- 
ii^t^ f^nt Lord Treafurer word» that hisr houfe 
s iHiroed down to the ground. It took fire in 
I uppi^c tflpifi^p while he was at dinner with 
^Otqleqn^ the Spani(h AmbaiTador^ and other per^ 
s ; and fooo after Lord Bolingbroke came to us 
:h. the fan^e floiy. We are full of fpeculations 
:>n it* bi)t I^ believe it was the careleilhefs of his 
:nch rafcally fervants. 'Tis odd^ that this very 
I Lord Sotpers, Wharton, Sunderland, Halifax, 
I the whole; club of Whig Lords, dined at Pon- 
's in the city, as I received private notice diey^ 
refome damned defign. I tell you another odd, 
pg;, I was obferving it to Lord Treafurer, that 
was (tabbed on the day King William died, and 

day I faved his life, by opening the band-bor, 
I King William's birth-day. My friend Mr. 
wis * has had a lye fpread on him by the mif- 
e of a man, who went to another of his name^ to 
e him thanks for pafling his privy feal to come 

* Erafmus Lewis, fecrctar^ to the Earl of Dartmouth, one of the 
ctaiics of State, and afterwards to the Earl of Oxford, tord High. 
aOirer. He was member for LeflwichieU in Cornwall, in the 
lament, which began April 9, 171 3. A particular account of 

afFair may be fecn in the Examiner, Vol. IIF. No. 21, for Feb. 2, 
2-'5» aud in Beyer's Pgltical State, Vol. V. p. 25, 6c fcq.' 

from 
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from France, That other Lewis fpread about, that 
the man brought him thanks from Lord Perth and' 
Lord Mclfort, (two Lords with the Pretender) for- 
his great fer vices, &c. The Lords will examine 
that other Lewis to-morrow in council ; and I be- 
lieve you will hear of it in the prints^ for I will 
make Abel Roper give a relation of it. 

27th, I dined to-day with Lord Treafurer: this 
makes four days together ; and he has invited me 
again to-morrow, but I abfolutely refufed him. I ' 
was this evening at a chril^ening with him of Lord 
Dupplin's daughter. He went away at ten; but 
they kept me and fome others till paft twelve ; fo 
you may be fure 'tis late, as they fay. We have 
now ftronger fufpicions, that the Duke d^Aumont's 
houfe was fet on fire by malice. I was to-day to 
fee Lord Keeper, who has quite loft his voice with 
a cold. There Dr. RatclifFe told me, that it wm 
the Ambaflador's confeftioner fet the houfe on fire 
by boiling fugar, and going down and letting it 
boil over. Yet others ftill think differently; fol 
know not what to judge. 

28th, I was to-day at court, where the Ambaf- 
fador talked to me, as if he did not fufpedl any dc- 
fign in burning d'Aumont's houfe, but the Abbe 
Gautier, Secretary for France here, faid quite other^ 
wife ; and that d' Aumont had a letter the very fame 
day, to let him know his houfe Hiould be burned^ 
and tells feveral other circumftances, too tedious to 
write. One is, that a fellow mending the tiles juft 
when the fire broke out, faw a pot with wild-fire 
in the room. I dined with Lord Orkney. Neither 

Lord 
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Mtd Abercorn nor Selkirk will now fpeak with mc, 
have difobliged both fides, 

29th^ Our fociety met to-.day, fourteen of uSj, 
nd at the tavern. We now refolvc to meet but 
>ncc a fortnight^ and have a coqimittec every other 
^rcck of fix or feven to confult abput doing fome 
;ood, I propofed another meflage to Lord Trea- 
iircr by three principal niembers, to give one hun-t 
Ircd guineas to a certain perfon, and they are to 
irge it as well as they can, We alfo raifed fixty 
ruineas upon our own fociety j but J made thejn do 
t by aflcflbrs, gnd I w^s one of them, and we fitted 
mr tax to the fevcral eftates. The Duke of Or- 
nond p^ys ten guineas, and I the third part of a 
ruinea; at that rfite, they may tajf as often as they 
>lea(e. 

3pth, I have drank Sp^ waters thefe two or three 
lays; but they do not pafs, and make. me very 
riddy. I am not well ; I will take them no more, 

I faunter^d after church to-day with the Pro-- 
rod ; to fee a library to be fold« and dined at five 
/vith Lord Orkney^ Wc ftill think there was ma-^ 
ice in burning d'Aumont's houfe, I hear IJttlQ 
Elarrifon is come over j it was he I fent to Utrepht, 
He is now Queen's fecretary to the embafly, and 
)as brought with him the barrier treaty, as it is 
jow correded by us, and yielded to by the Dutch, 
tfvhich was the greatcfl: difficulty to retard the peace, 
I hope he will bring over the peace a month hence, 
for we will fend him back as fooji ^s poflible, I 
long to fee the little brat, my own creature. His 
pay 18 in all a thoufand pounds a year, and they 

Vol. XV, C c have 
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have never paid him a groat, though I htve tnfcd 
their hearts out. He mud be three or four hun- 
dred pounds in debt at lead. Poor brat ! Let me 
go to bed firrahs-^Night dear MD^ 

31(1, Harrifon was with me this morning; we 
talked three hours, and then I carried him to court. 
When we went down to the door of my lodgingi 
I found a coach waited for him. I chid him for 
Jt ; but he whifpered me, it was impoflible to do, 
otherwife ; and in the goach he told me^ he hid 
not one farthing in his pocket to pay it; and thqt^ 
fore took the coach for the whole day, and in- 
tended to borrow money fome where or other* So 
there was the Queen's minifter intruded in afi«R 
of the greated importances^ without a (hilling in his 
pocket to pay a coach. I paid him while he vm 
with me feven guineas, in part of a do^en of fhirtt 
he bought me in Holland, I prefented him to the 
Duke of Ormond, and feveral Lords at court ; and 
I contrived it fo, that Lord Treafurer came to me, 
and aiked (I had Parnell by me) whether that mf 
Dr. Parnell, and came up and fpoke to him wilk 
gr,eat kindnefs^ and invited him to his houfe. 1 
value myfelf upon making the minidiy deiire to be 
acquainted with Parnellj^ and not Parnell with tk 
minidry. His poem is almo(l fully correAed, and 
flull be foon out. Here is enough for to-day; only 
10 t^U you, that I was in the city with my |Mioter 
to alter an Examiner, about my frieod Lewis's 
^ory, which will be told with remarks.^ 

3 Fehrwy 
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February i ft, I could do nothing till tOHJay about 
^e Examiner, but the printer came this mornings 
and I diAated to him what was fit to be Uid, and 
then Mr. Lewis came and corrected it a^ he would 
have it ; (b I was neither at church nor court, Tht 
Duke of Ormond and I dined at Lord Orkney's* 
I left them at feven, and fat with Sir Andrew Foun<- 
tain, who has a very bad fore leg, for which he de« 
figns to go to France, The Parliament is to (it on 
Ac third, but will adjourn for three or four days 1 
lor the C^een is laid up with the gout, and both 
Speakers out of order, though one of them. Lord 
Keeper, is almoft well. I fpoke to the Duke of 
*Ormond a good deal about Ireland » We do not 
jahogether agree, nor am I judge enough of Irifh 
•tfairs I but I will fpcak to Lord Treafurer to-mor^^ 
row, that we three may fettle fome way or other. 

2d, It rained all this d^y, and Dilly came to 
fxie, and was coaching it into the city 1 fo I went 
with him for a ihaking^ becaufe it would not coft 
ane a farthing. There I met my friend Stratford, 
^e merchaoti who is going abroad to gather up 
Ilia debts, and be clear in the world. He begged 
'tnc I would dine with fome merchant friends of 
ours there, becaufe it was the laft tin>e I (hould lea 
4iim: fo I did, and thought to have fecn Lord 
Treafurer in the evening, but he happened to go 
tmt at five J fo I vifitcd fome friends, and cama 
Irome, The Parliament meets to^morrpw, bur will 
be prorogued for a fortnight; which difappoint* 
tneotj will, I believe, v^x abundance of thentr, 
though Uiey are not Whigs j. for ihcy are forced 

Cca to 
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to be in town at expence for nothing : but we wait 
an anfwcr from Spain, before we are furc of every 
tiling, being right for the peace ; and God know^ 
whether we can have that anfwer this month. It 
is a mdft ticklilh jundure of affairs ;, we arc always 
driving to an inch : I am weaiy of it. 

3d^ The Parliament met, and was prorogued, af 
I iaiid, and I found fome cloudy faces^ and heard 
ibme grumbling. We have got over all our diffi-» 
culties with France,, I thinks They have now ftt^ 
tied all the articles of concimerce between us and 
them, wherein they were very much di^ofedtoplay 
the rogue,' if we had not held them to ; and this 
bufinefs we wait for from Spain, is to prevent (bine 
other rogueries of the Frenclu who are finding ao 
evafion to trade to the Spanifli Weft-Indies ; but I 
hope we fhall prevent it. I dined with. LosdTrea- 
furer, and he was in good humour enoughs I gave 
him that part of my book in manufcript to readv 
where his charafter was, and drawn pretty freely. 
He was reading and correding it with his pencili 
when the Biftiop of St. David's ♦ (now removing to 
Hereford) came and interrupted us. J, left him at 
eight, and fat till twelve with the Provoft and BI* 
(hop of Clogher. 

4th, I was to-day at court, but kept out of Lord 
Treafurer's way, becaufe I was engaged to the Doke 
of Ormond, where I dined, and, I thinks eat and 
drank too much. I fat this evening with Lady 
Ma(ham, and then with Lord Ma(ham' and had 
Treafurer at Lord Mafliam's. It was lad y/tsr,, yoo 

• •Pr.PlulipBiflfc.' 
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Wiay remember, my conflant evening place. I&w 
L»ady Jcrfcy with Lady Mafham^ who has been lay- 
ing out for my acquaintance, and has forced a pro«- 
mife from me to drink chocolate with her in a day 
or two, which I know not whether I (hall perform, 
for I do not much like her charader ; but £he is 
very malicious, and therefore 1 think I mud keep 
fair with her^ I did not write to Dr. Coghill that 
X would have aothing in Ireland ; but that I was 
ibliciting nothing any where, and that is true. I 
have named Dr. Sterne * to Lord Treafurer, Lord 
Bolingbroke, and the Duke of Ormond, for a Bi- 
ihoprick, and I did it heartily. I know not what 
vniH come of it; but I tell you as a great fecret, that 
I have made the Duke of Ormond promife me to 
recommend no-body till he tells me, and this for 
fome reafons too long to mention^ My head is ilill 
in DO good order% 

- 5tlr, I dined to-day with Sir Andrew Fountain 
iond the Provoft, and pla)red, at ombre with hinr 
idl the afternoon. I won, yet Sir Andrew is an 
admirable player. Lord Pembroke came in, and 
I gave him three or four fcurvy Dilfy-punsy that begin 
v^ith an €f. I believe I (hall write no more this 
good while, nor publifli what I have done>. Pray 
God mend people's health 5 mine is but very indif- 
ferent. I have left off Spa water ; it makes my 
legs fwell. 

6th, This is the Queen's birth-day, and I never 
iaw it celebrated with fo much hurry and fine cloaths* 
I went to court to fee them, and I dined with Lord 

• V Dean of St. Patrick V 
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Keeper^ where the ladies were fine to adinintkM» 
I paiied the evening at Mrs. Vanhotnrigh's, tod 
came home pretty early» to anfwer yotir ktcer agaiB» 
Pray God keep the Q^een i (be was very ill aboat 
ten days ago, and had the goat in her ilomich. 
When I came from Lord Keeper's^ 1 called at Lord 
Treafurer's, becaufe I heard he was very 6d€, aad 
that was a new thing, and it was true ; for his coat 
and waiflcoat were embroidered* All things ^w 
dear in Ireland, but corn to the parfbns ^ for my 
livings are fallen much this year by Parviibrs aocoimt. 

7th, I was at court to-day, but faw no birthnfaqr 
cloaths ; the great folks never wear them above ontt 
or twice. I dined with Lord Orkney, and &t At 
evening with Sir Andrew Fountain, whole 1^ is in 
a very dubious condition. Thisj I believe^ wHl 
hardly go till Saturday ; for being not very weU, I 
dare not (ludy much : fo I let company come m a 
morning, and pafs the afternoon in dining and fit- 
ting fomewhere. Lord Treafurer is angry, if 1 don't 
dine with him every fecond day, and I caxmot part 
with him till late. He kept me hft night till near 
twelve. Our weather is conftant rain above tfade two 
months, which hinders walking,, fo that our fpnng 
is not like yours. I have not feen Fanny Mady 
yet ; r cannot find time* I am in rebdUon witk 
all my acquaintance, but I will mend with my health 
and the weather. Colds i why we are all during witb 
colds ; but now they are a little off^ and my ficond 
is almoft over. 

8th, It was terribly rainy to-day from- morning 
till night. I intended to have dined with Loid 

Trca* 
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Ti«afbr«*> but went to fee Sir Andrew Fountaint 
and he kept me to dinner, which faved coach hire^ 
Odd I ftaid with him all the afternoon> and loft thir«» 
teen (hillings and fix-pence at ombre. There was 
tnanagement ! and Lord Treafurer will chide; but 
I'll ditie with him to-morrow. The Biihop of 
Clogher's daughter has been ill fome days, and tt 
prov«6 the fmall pox. She is very fulli but it 
comes out well, and they apprehend no danger., 
Lady Orkney has given me her pidure t a very fine 
original of Sir Godfrey Kneller'ss it is now amende 
iiigt He has favoured her fquint admirably ; and 
yott know I love a caft in the eye. I was to fee 
I^uly Woriley to-dayi who isjuft conoe to town; 
flie is full of rheumatic pains. All my acquaintance 
grow old and fickly^ 

9tht I thought to have dined with Lcrd Trea^ 
furer to-day» but he dined abroad at Tom Harley's % 
(6 1 dined at Lord Maiham's^ and fo was winning 
all I bad loft playing with Lady Ma(ham at crowrt 
picqueti when we went to Poors^ and I loft it again. 
Lrord Treafurer came to us, and chid me for not 
following him to Tom Harley's^ I was this morn^ 
log to fee Lady Jerfcy, and we have made twenty 
parties about dining together, and I ifydXi hardly 
keep one of them. She is reduced after all her 
greatnefs to {even fervants, and a (mall houfe, and 
no coach. I like her tolerably as yet. 

loth, I mad6 vifits this morning to the Duktt 
and Duchefs of Ormond, and Lady Betty, and th^ 
Duchefs of Hamilton. When I was writing thi$ 
Bear twelve o'clock, the Ducheis of Hamilton fent 

Cc4 to 
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to have me dine with her to-morrow. I am fotced 
to give my anfwer through the doof, for my man 
has got the key, and is gone to bed ; but I cannot 
obey her, for our fociety meets to-morrow* I ftde 
away from my Lord Treafurcr by eight, and in- 
tended to have pafled the evening With Sit Thomas 
Clarges and his lady; but met them in anothtt 
place, and have there fat till now« My head has 
not been ill to-day^ I was at court, and made Lord 
Manfel walk with me in the Park before we went 
to dinner. Yeftcrday and to-day have been fair, but 
yet it rained all lad night. I faw Sterne ftaring at 
court to-day. He has been often to fee me, he 
fays ; but my man has not yet let him up. He it 
in deep mourning ; I hope it is not for his wife. I 
did not afk him. 

1 2th, I have reckoned day^ wtong all this while} 
for this is the twelfth. I do not know when I loft 
it. I dined to-day with our fociety, the greateft 
dinner I have ever feen^ It was at Jack Hill's, the 
Governor of Dunkirk^ J gave an account of fixty 
guineas I had colIe<5ted, and am to give them away 
fo two authors to-morrow. And Lord Treafurcf 
has promifed me one hundred pounds to reward 
fome others. I found a letter on my table laft 
night, to tell me, that poor little Harrifon, the 
Queen's fecretary, that came lately from Utrecht 
with the barrier treaty, was ill, and defircd to fee 
me at night; but it was late, and I could not go 
till to-day. I have often mentioned him in mf 
letters, you may remember. I went in the mofb-^ 
in^^ and found him mighty ill, and got thi^ 

guineas 
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gtilneas for him from Lord Bolingbroke, and an 
order for one hundred pounds from thcTreafury, to 
be paid him to-morrow ; and I have got him removed 
to Knightfbridge for air. He has a fever and inflam- 
'tnation on his lilngs ; but I hope will do well. 

13th, I was to fee a poor poet, one Mr. Diaper, 
in a nafty garret, very fick. I gave him twenty 
guineas from Lord Bolingbroke, and difpofed the 
other fixty to two other authors, and defired a friend 
to receive the one hundred for poor Harrifon, and 
will carry it to him to-morrow motning4 I fent to 
fee how l;ie did» and he is extremely ill i and I am very 
much afflicted for him, as he is my own creature in 
a very honourable poft, and very worthy of it. I 
dined in the city. I am much concerned for this 
poor lad. His mother and fifler attend him> and he 
wants nothing. 

t4th> I took Parnell this ihornirtg, and we walked 
to fee poor Harrifon. I had the one hundred pounds 
in my pocket. I told Parnell I was afraid to knock 
at the door ; my mind mifgave me. I did knock, 
and his man in tears told me his mailer was dead an 
hour before. Think what grief this is to me ! I went 
to his mother, and have been ordering things for his 
funeral with as little coft as poflible, to-morrow at 
ten at night. Lord Treafurer was much concerned 
when I told him. I could not dine with Lord Trea- 
furer, nor any where elfe ; but got a bit of meat to- 
wards evening. No lofs ever grieved me fomuch: 
poor creature ! Pray God Almighty blefs you. Adieii. 
I fend this away to-night, and I am forry it muft g6 
while I am in fo much grief. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXXXir. 

Dr. S W I F T to Mrs. D I N G L E Y. 

London, Feb. 15. lyii-iy 

Y dined to-day with Mr. Rowe» and a prqoftor 
"** who has been tcafing me with twenty fchemet 
to get grants ; and I don't like one of them 1 aod^ 
befides^ I was out of humour for the lois of poor 
Harrifon. At ten this night I was at his fbnmli 
which I ordered to be as private as pofiible. We 
had but one coach with four of us ; and when it 
was carrying us home after the funeral, the biacci 
broke ; and we were forced to fit in it> and have it 
bekl up, till my man went for chairs, at eleven at 
night, in terrible rain. I am come home vqy mo* 
lancholy, and will go to bed. 

1 6th, I dined to-day with Lord Dupplin, and fome 
company, to divert me 1 but left them early, and have 
been reading a book for amufemejnt. I (hall never have 
courage again to care for making any body's fortune. 
The Parliament meets to-morrow, and will be pro- 
rogued another fortnight, at which ieveral of both 
parties were angry ; but it cannot be helped, though 
every thing about the peace is paft all danger. I 
never faw fuch a continuance of rainy weather* 
We have not had two fair days together thefe ten 
weeks. I have not dined with Lord Treafurer thefe 
four days, nor can I till Saturday ; for I have feve* 
ral engagements till then, and he will chide me to 
fome purpofe. I am perplexed with this one hun-* 
dred pounds of poor Harriibn's, what to do with 

it. 
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» I cannot pay his relations till they adminiftcri 
>r he is much in debt ; but I will haVe the flaif in 
ly own hands^ and venture pothing* 

lythy Lady Jerfey and I dined by appointment 
)-day with Lord Bolingbroke. He is iending his 
rc^er to fucceed Mr* Hacrifon^ It is the prettieft 
oft in Europe for a young gentleman. I loft my 
SKMiey fadly at ombre ; I make a thoufand blunders 
t it, and play but three^penoy ombre ; but it is 
fhat you call running ombre. Lady Clargesy and 

drab I hate> won a dozen fhillings of me laft 
ighta. The Parliament was profogned to-day. 
^eopk grumble; and the' good of it , is, the peace 
aonol be finifihed by the time they rneet^ there are 
> D^any fidling things to do. I reckon you haireall 
oar cards from France^ for ours pay fix-pence a 
ack taxes» which goes deep, to the box. I have 
iven away all my Spa water, and take fcme nafiy 
:eel drops, and my head has been better this week 
aft. I fend every day to ice how Mifs Aftie does, 
he U very full, they fay, but iu no danger. . I 
uur ftie will loie fome of her beauty. The fon Hes 
ut of the houie. I wiih he had them too, while 
c is ib young. 

1 8 th, The Ear! of Abingdon had been teaiing 
It thefb three months to dine with him ; and this 
ay was appointed about a week ago, and I named 
ly company *, Lord Stawell, Colonel Difn^, and 
)r. Arbuthnot; but the two laft flipped ottt their 
ecks,. and left Stawell and me to dine there. We 
id not dine till feven, becaufe it is A(h-Wednef- 
ay. We had iK)diing but fiib, which Lord Sta- 
well 
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well could not cat, and got a broiled leg of a tur-' 
key. Our wine was poifon ; yet the puppy has . 
twelve thoufand pounds a year. His carps were 
raw, and his candles tallow. He (hall not catch 
me in hafle again, and every body has laughed at 
me for dining with him. I was to-day to let Har- 
rifon's mother know I could not pay till (he admi- 
nifters; which (he will do. There were more 
Whigs to-day at Court than tories. I believe thcj 
think the peace mud be made, and fo come to 
pleafe the queeuv She is ftiil lame with the gout* 

I9th9 I was at Court to-day^ to (peak to Lord 
Bolingbroke, to look over Pafnell's poem fince it is 
correded ; and Parnell and I diiied with him, and 
he has (hewn him three or four more places to alter 
a littlCi. Lady Bolingbroke came down to us while 
we were at dinner, and Parnell flared at her> as if 
(he were a goddefs^ I thought (he was like Parndl's 
wife, and he thought fo too. Parnell is much 
pleafed with Lord Bolingbroke's favour to him, and 
I hope it may one day turn to his advantage. His 
poem will be printed in a few days. Our weather 
continues raining as fre(h as if it bad not rained at 
all. I fat to-night at Lady Mafham*s, where Lord 
Treafurer came and fcolded me for not dining widi 
him. I told him, I would not till Saturday. I 
have ftayed there till paft twelve ; fo good night. 

20th, Lady Jcrfey, Lady Catherine Hyde *, the 
Spani(h AmbaHTador, the Duke D'Atrce, another 
Spaniard, and I, dined to-day, by appointment, 

* Afterwards Duchefs of QoeenlbeiTy, 

with 
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with Lord Bolingbroke ; but they fell a drinking fb 
many Spanifh healths in champagne, that I ftolq 
away to the ladies,^ and drank tea till eight ; and 
then went on and loft my money at ombre with Sii* 
Andrew Fountain, who has a very bad leg. Mifs 
Aflie is paft all danger; and her eye, which was 
Jately had (I fuppofe oqe effcdt of her diftemper) 
is now better, I do not let the Bi(bop fee rne, nor 
fhall this good while. I will fpcak to Mr. Griffin 
to-morrow, about Ppt's brother Filby, and defirc 
that his employment may be mended. 

21ft, I fkw Griffin at Court. He fays he knows 
jpothing of a fait- work at Redon ; but that h6 will 
give Filby a better employment, and defires Filby 
will write to bin). If ^ knew where to write to 
Filby, I would ; but pray do you. Bid him make 
JIG mention of yoii ; but only let Mr. Griffin know, 
that he has had the honour to be recommended by 
Dr. Swift, &c. that he will endeavour to deferye, 
&c. I think. Mr. Griffin lives in Bury-ftrect, 
near St. James's- ftreet^ h^rd by me ; but I fuppofe 
your brother may direft to him to the falt-office, 
gnd, as I remember, he knows his chriftian name, 
becaufe you fent it to me in a lift of the commif- 
iioners. 

I dined with Ijord Treafurer and feven Lords to- 
day. You know Saturday is his great day. I fat 
with them till eight, and then came home, and 
have been writing a letter to Mrs. Davis, at York, 
She took care to have a letter delivered for me at 
J^ord Treafurer's; for I would not own one ftie 
fent by ppft^ She reproaches qie for not writing to 

her 
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her thefe four years ; and I have honcftly told her, 
it was my way never to write to thofe whom I am 
never likely to fee, unlefs I can fervc diem, which 
J cannot her, &c. Pavis, the fchooltnaftcr^s wi« 
dow. 

22d, I dined to-day at Lord Okney's, with the 
Duke of Ormond and Sir Thomas Hanmer. Have 
you ever heard of the latter ? He married the Du« 
chefs of Grafton in his youth ((he dined with us 
too). He is the moil confiderable man in the Houfe 
of Commons. He went lad ipring to Flanders, 
with the Duke of Ormond ; from thence to France, 
and was going to Italy ; but the mihiflry lent for 
him, and he has been come over about ten days. 
He is much out of humour with things. He thinki 
the peace is kept off too long, and is full of fears 
and doubts. It is thought he is defigned for Se« 
cretary of State, inftead of Lord Dartmouth. We 
have been acquainted theie two jrears ; and I intend, 
in a day or two, to have an hour's talk with him on 
affairs. I faw the Bifhop of Clogher at Court, 
Mifs is recovering, I know not how much (he 
will be marked. The Queen is flowly mending of 
her gout, and intends to be brought in a chair to 
Parliament, when it meets, which will be on the 
3d of March ; for I fuppofe they will prorogue no 
more ; yet the peace will not be figned then, and 
we apprehend the tories themfelves wiQ many of 
them be difcontented. 

23d, It was ill weather to-<-day, and I dined with 
Sir Andrew Fountain, and in the evening played tt 
ombre with hinj and the provoft, and woa twenty* 

five 
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five (hillings ; fo I recovered myfelf pretty welL 
Dilly has been dunning roe to fee Fanny Manly j 
but I have not yet been able to do it. 

24th, I walked this morning to Chclfea, to fee 
Pr, Atterbury, Dean of Chriftwchurph. I had bu- 
finefs with him about entering Mr, Fitz-Maurice, 
Lord Kerry's fon, into his college ; and Lady Ker- 
ry is a great favourite of mine. Lord Harley, Lord 
Dupplin, young Bromley, the Speaker's foPt and 
I, dined with Dr, Stratford and fopie other clergy-t 
men ; but I left them at feven, to go to Lady Jer«* 
fey^ to fee Monteleon» the SpaniOi ambafTador, 
play at ombre. Lady Jerfey was abroad, and. J 
chid the fervants, and made a rattle ; but fince I 
f^ame home, die fent me a meiTage, thgt I was mi£» 
taken, 9n4 that the meeting is to be to-morrow« 
I have a worfe memory than when I left you, and 
every day forget appointments ; but here my pae^ 
mory was by chancre too good. But Fll go to-mor-t 
row ; for Lady Catherine Hyde, and Lady Boling-^ 
broke, are to be there by appointment. 

25th, Lord Treafurcr met me laft night at Lord 
Ma(ham*s, and (hanked me for my company in % 
jeer^ becaqfe I had not dined with him in three 
days. He chides me if I flay away but two days 
together. What will this come to ? Nothing* 
My grand-n^oth^r ufed to fay, more of your lining, 
and lefs of your dining. However, I dined with 
him, and cquld hardly leave him at eight, to go to 
i^ady Jerfcy's, where five or fix foreign minifters 
i^ore, and as many ladies. Monteleon played like 
the EnglUhj 9nd cried gapco» ^nd knocked his 

iMiuckles^ 
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knuckles for trump, and played at fmall games like 
Ppt. Lady Jerfey whifpcred mc to ftay, and fup 
with the ladies when the fellows were gone ; bm 
they played till eleven, and I would not ftay. Lady 
Catherine Hyde had a mighty mind J ihould be 
acquainted with Lady Dalkeith, her GRtr, the 
Duke of Monmouth's eldeft fon's widqw, who was 
of the company to-night; but I did uot Uke herj 
(he paints too much. 

26th, This day our fociety met at the Duke of 
Orn[K>nd's ; but I had bufinefs that called xpe aoop 
ther way ; fo I fent my excufe, and dined privately 
with a friend. Befides, Sir Thomas Hanmer whif^ 
pered me laft night, at Lady Jerfey's, that I muft 
attend Lord Treafur^r and Duke of Ormond at 
fupper, at his houfe to-night i which I did, at ele- 
ven, and ftayed till one. There was the Duchefs 
of Grafton, and the Duke her fon; nine of us io 
all. Duke of Ormond chid ipe for not being at tho 
fociety tprday, and faid fixteen were there. I rai4 
I never knew fixteen people good company in my 
life ; no, nor eight neither. We have no news ia 
this town at all. I wonder why J don't write you 
news. I know lefs of what paffes than any body, 
tccaufe I go to no cofFee-houfe, nor fee any but mir 
niders, and fuch people 5 and minifters never talk 
politics in converfation. The whigs are forming 
great fchemcs againft the meeting of Parliament, 
which will be next Tuefday, I dill think» without 
fail i and we hope to hear, by then, that the peace 
is ready to |igi). The Queen's gout mends daily. 

ajth, 
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27tb, I pafled a very infipid day, and dined pri- 
atelywith a friend in the neighbourhoods Did I 
cU you that I have a very fine pidture of Lady 
)rkney, an original, by Sir Godfrey Kneller, three 
[uarters length ? I have it now at home, with a fine 
rame. Lord Bolingbroke and Lady Mafham have 
romifed to fit for me; but I defpair of LordTrea- 
jrer ; only I hope he will give me a copy, and then 

fh^ll have all the piftures of thofe I really love 
ere ; juft half a dozen ; only I will make Lord 
Lecper give me his print in a frame. I have little 
> do now with my pen ; for my grand bufinefs * 
ops till they are more prefllng, and till fomething 
r other happens ; and I believe I (hall, with dif- 
uft", return to finilh it, it is fo very laborious. Sir 
'homas Hanmer has my papers now. You are 
ow at ombre with the Dean, always on Friday 
ight. I ftood by, the other night, while the Duke 
' Atree loft fix times with Manille, Bafto, and three 
nail trumps ; and Lady Jerfey won above twenty 
ounds. 

28th, I was at court to-day, when the Abbe 
lautier whifpercd me, that a courier was juft come 
ith an account, that the French King had cou- 
nted to all the Queen's demands, and his confent 
as carried to Utrecht, and the peace will be figned 

1 a few days. I fuppofe the general peace cannot 

2 fo foon ready ; but that is no matter. The news 
•efenrly ran about the court. I faw the Queen 
irried out in her chair, to take the air in the gar- 
:n. I met Griffin at court, and he told me 

• * His Hiilory of the Peace of Utrecht.' 

Vol. XV. D d that 
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that orders were lent to examine Filby ; and, if he 
be fit, to make him, I don't know what, fupervifor. 
It is fome employment, a good deal better than his 
own. The Parliament will have another ihort pro- 
rogation ; thpugh it is not known yet. I dined 
with Lord Treafurer, and his Saturday company, 
and left him at eight. Farewel. 

LETTER LXXXIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. DINGLEY. 

London, March i, 1712-13. 
T S E E I anfwered a good deal of your laft. letter 
^ about your brother, &c. 1 dined with Lady 
Orkney, and we talked politicks till eleven at night; 
and, as ufual, found every thing wrong, and put our- 
felves out of humour. Yes, I have Lady Giffard's 
picture fent me by your mother. It is bound up at 
a place where my other things are. I have goods in 
two or three places ; and when I leave a lodging, 
I box up the books I get (for I always get fome) 
and come naked into a new lodging ; and fo on. 
Talk not to me of deanries ; I know lefs of that 
than ever by much. 

2d, I went into the city, to fee Pat Rolt, who 
lodges with a city coufin, a daughter of coufin Cleve; 
(you are much the wifer). I had never been at her 
houfe before. My he-coufm Thomfon the butcher 
is dead, or dying. I dined with my printer, 
and walked home, and went to fit with Lady 
Clarges. I found four of them at whift; of which 
2 Lady 
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Lady Godolphin was one. I fat by her, and talked 
of her cards, &c. But £he would not give one look, 
nor fay a word to me. She refufed fome time ago 
to be acquainted with me. You know (he is Lord 
Marlborough's eldeft daughter. She is a fool for 
her pains, and Til pull her down. What can I do 
• for Dr. Smith's daughter's huiband ? I have no per- 
fonal credit with any of the commiffioners. I will 
fpeak to Keightley ; but I believe it will fignify no- 
thing. In the cuftoms people muft rife by degrees, 
and he muft at firft take what is very low, if he be 
qualified for that. Ppt. miftakcs me -, I am not 
angry at your recommending any one to m^, pro- 
vided you will take my anfwer. Some things arc 
in my way, and then I ferve thofe I can. But peo- 
ple will not diftinguifl), but take things ill, when I 
have no power ; but Ppt. is wifcr, and employments 
in general are very hard to get. 

3d, I dined to-day with Lord Treafurer, who. 
chid me for my abfence, which was only from Sa* 
turday laft. The Parliament was again prorogued 
for a week, and I fuppofe the peace will be ready 
by then, and the Queen will be able to be brought 
to the Houfe, and make her fpeech. I faw Dr. 
Griffith two or three months ago, at a Latin play 
at Weftminfter ; but did not fpeak to him. I hope 
he will not die ; I (hould be forry for Ppt's fake ; 
he is very tender of her. I have long loft all my 
colds, and the weather mends a little. I take fome 
fteel drops, and my head is pretty well. I walk 
when I can, but am grown very idle; and, not 
finifliing my thing, I ramble abroad, and play at 

D d 2 ombre. 
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ombre. I {hall be more careful in my phyfic Am 
Mrs. Price: 'tis not a farthing matter her death, 
I think; and fo I fay no more to-night, but will 
read a dull book, and go flcep. 

4th, Mr. Ford has been this half year inviting me 
to dine at his lodgings; fo I 'did to-day, and brought 
the Provoft and Dr. Parnell with me, and my 
friend Lewis was there. Parnell went away, and 
the other three played at ombre, and I looked on, 
which I love, and would not play. Tifdall is a 
pretty fellow, as you fay; and when I come back 
to Ireland with nothing, he will condole me with 
abundance of fecret plcafure. I believe I told you 
what he wrote to me, TAat I have farced England, 
and be Ireland : but I can bear that. I have learned 
to hear and fee, and fay nothing. I was to fee the 
Duchefs of Hamilton to-day, and met Bligh of 
Ireland juft going out of her houfe into his coach. 
I aiked her how ifhe came to receive young fellows. 
It feems he had a ball in the Duke of Hamilton's 
houfe when the Duke died ; and the Duchefs got 
an advertifement put in the Poft-boy, refleding on 
the ball, becaufe the Marlborough daughters were 
there ; and Bh'gh came to beg the Duchefsr s par- 
don, and clear himfelf. He is a fad dog. Night 
dear MD. 

5th, Lady Mafham has mifcarried ; but is almoft 
well again. I have paid many vifits to-day. I met 
Bligh at the Duke of Ormond's ; and he begged me 
to carry him to the Duchefs of Hamilton, to beg 
her pardon again. I did on purpofe to fee how the 
blunderbufs behaved himfelf; but I begged the 

Duchefs 
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Duchcfs to ufc him mercifully, for (he is the devil 
of a tcazer. The good of it is, (he ought to beg 
his pardon, for he meant no harm; yet fhe would 
not allow him to put in an advertifement to clear 
himfelf from hers, though hers was all a lie. He 
appealed to me, and I gravely gave it againft him. 
I was at court to-day, and the foreign minifters have 
got a trick of employing me to fpeak for them to 
Lord Treafurer and Lord Bolingbroke; which I da 
when the cafe is reafonable. The college need not 
fear; I will not be their governor. I dined with 
Sir Thomas Hanmer and his Duchefs. The Duke 
of Ormond was there, but we parted foon, and I 
went to vifit Lord Pembroke for the firft time ; but 
it was to fee fome curious books. Lord Cholmon- 
deley came in ; but I would not talk to him, though ' 
he made many advances. I hate the fcoundrel for 
all he is your Griffith's friend. Yes I am abufed 
enough, if that be all. Night MD. 

6th, I was to-day at an audion of piftures with 
Pratt, and laid out two pounds four (hillings for a 
pifture of Titian, and if it were a Titian, it would 
be worth twice as many pounds. If I am cheated, 
ril part with it to Lord Mafham : if it be a bar- 
gain, ril keep it to myfelf. That's my politicks. 
But I made Pratt buy feveral piftures for Lord 
Mafham. Pratt is a great virtuofo that way. I 
dined with Lord Treafurer, but made him go to 
court at eight. I always teafe him to be gone. I 
thought to have made Parnell dine with him, but 
he was ill; his head is out of order like mine, but 
more conftant. Poor boy ! I was at Lord Trea- 

D d 3 furcr's 
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furer's levee with the Provoft, to alk a book for the 
college. I never go to his levee, unlcfs it be to 
prelcnt fome body. 

7th, Yes, I hope Leigh v^rill foon be gone. A 
p — on him ! I met him once, and he talked gravely 
to me of not feeing the Irifli Bifliops here, and the 
Irifh gentlemen j but I believe my anfwers fretted 
him enough. I would not dine with Lord Trca- 
furer to-day, though it was Saturday, for he has en- 
gaged me for to-morrow ; but went and dined with 
Lord Malham, and played at fix-penny running 
ombre for three hours. There were three voles 
againft me, and I was once a great lofer, but came 
off for three fliillings and fix-pence. One may 
cafily lofe five guineas at it. Lady Orkney is gone 
out of town to-day, and I could not fee her for 
lazinefs, but wrote to her. She has left me fome 
phyfic* I knew MD'is politicks before, and I think 
it pretty extraordinary, and a great compliment to 
you, and I believe never three people converfed fo 
much with fo little politicks. = I avoifi all converfa- 
tion with the other party ; it is not to be borne, and 
I am forry for it. Parvifol has fent me a bill of 
fifty pounds, as I ordered him, which, I hope, will 
fcrve me, and bring me over. I was not at court 
to-day ; a wonder ! 

8 th, You muft know, I give chocolate almoft 
every day to two or three people, that I fuiFer to 
come to fee me in a morning. My man begins to 
lie pretty well. 'Tis nothing for people to be de- 
nied ten times. My man knows all I will fee, and 

denies 
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denies me to every body eUe. This is the day of 
the Queen's corinpg to the crown, and the day Lord 
Treafurer was ftabbed by Guifcard. I was at court, 
where every body had their birth-day deaths on, 
and I dined with I^ord Treafurer, who was very 
fine. He fhewed me fome of the Queen's fpeech, 
which I correcfled in feveral places, and penned the 
vote of addrefs of thanks for the fpeech ; but I 
was of opinion the Houfe fhould not fit on Tuef- 
day next, unlefs they hear the peace is figned ; that 
is, provided they are fure it wilF be figned the week 
after, and fo have one fcoldiijg for all. 

9th, Lord Treafurer would have had me dine 
with him to-day ; he defired me laft night, but I 
refufed, becaufe he would not keep the day of his 
ftabbing with all the cabinet, as he intended : fo I 
dined with my friend Lewis ; and the Provoft, and 
Parnell, and Ford were with us. I loft fixteen 
/hillings at ombre ; I don't like it. At night Lewis 
brought us word, that the Parliament does not fit 
to-morrow. I hope they are fure of the peace by 
next week, and then they are right, in my opinion: 
otherwife I think they have done wrong, and might 
have fat three weeks ago. People will grumble; 
but Lord Treafurer cares not a ru(h. Lord Keeper 
is fuddenly taken ill of a quinfy, and fomc Lords are 
in commiflion. I think Lord Treafurer is to pro- 
rogue the Parliament in his ftead. You never faw 
a town fo full of ferment and expeftation. Mr. 
Pope has publiflied a fine poem, called Windjor 
Foreji. Read it. 

D d 4 ioth» 
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iotb> I was early this morning to fee Lord Bo- 
lingbroke. I find he was of opinion the Parliameot 
fhould fit ; and fays, they are not fure the peace 
will be figned next week. The prorogation is to 
this day fe'nnight. I went to look on a library I am 
going to buy, if we can agree. I have offered one 
hundred and twenty pounds, and will give ten pounds 
more. Lord Bolingbroke will lend me the money. 
I was two hours poring over the books. I will fell 
feme of them, and keep the reft; but I doubt they 
won't take the money. I dined in the city, and 
fat an hour in the evening with Lord Treafurer, 
who was in a very good humour ; but reproached 
me for not dining with him yefterday and to-day. 
What will all this come to ? Lord Keeper had a 
pretty good night, and is better, I was in pain for 
him. 

nth, I was this morning to vilit the Duke and 
Duchefs of Ormond, and the Duchefs of Hamilton, 
and went with the Provoft to an auction of pidhires, 
and laid out fourteen (hillings. I am in for it, if I 
had money; but I doubt I (hall be undone ; for Sir 
Andrew Fountain invited the Provoft and me to dine 
with him, and play at ombre, when I fairly loft 
fourteen (hillings. I am come home; 'tis late, and 
my puppy let out my fire, and I am gone to bed, 
and writing there, and it is paft twelve a good while. 
Went out four mattadores and a trump in black, and 
yet was bafted. 

1 2th, I was at another audion of piflrures to-day, 
and a great audion it was. I made Lord Mafham 
Jay cut forty pounds. There were pictures (bid of 
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twice as much value a-piece. Our fociety met to- 
day at the Duke of Beaufort's ; a prodigious fine 
dinner, which I hate ; but we did fome bufinefs. 
Our printer was to attend us^ as ufual; and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer * fent the author of 
the Examiner -f* twenty guineas. He is an inge- 
nious fellow, but the moft confounded coxcomb in* 
the world, fo that I dare not let him fee me, nor 
am acquainted with him. I had much difcourfe 
wi^h the Duke of Ormond this morning, and am 
driving fome points, to fecure, Gfr. — I left the fo- 
ciety at feven. I can't drink now at all with any 
pleafure. I love white Portugal wine better than 
claret. Champagne, or Burgundy. I have a fad vul- 
gar appetite; I cannot endure above one difh, nor 
ever could fince I was a boy, and loved fluffing. 
It was a fair day, which is a rarity with us, I aflUrc 
you. Never fair two days together. 
' 13th, I had a rabble of Irifti parfons this morn- 
ing drinking my chocolate. I cannot remember 
appointments. I was to have fupped laft night 
with the Swedifti Envoy at his houfe, and fome 
other company ; but forgot it, and he raillied me 
to-day at Lord Bclingbroke's, who excufed me, fay- 
ing, the Envoy ought not to be angry, becaufe I 
ferve Lord Treafurer and him the fame way. For 
that reafon, I very feldom promife to go any where. 
I dined with Lord Treafurer, who chi4 me for 
being abfent fo long, as he always does, if I mifs 
a day. I fat three hours this evening with Lady 

• ^ Robert Benfon, Efq.' 
f ? Mr. Oldifwortlj.* 
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Jerfey ; but the firft two hours ihc was at ombre 
with fome company. I left Lord Treafurer at eight-, 
I fancied he was a little thoughtful^ for he was play- 
ing with ^n orange by fits, which I told him, 
among common men, looked like the /pleen. I 
wifli the peace may be ready; I mean, that wc 
have notice it is figned, before Tuefday ; otherwifc 
the grumbling will increafc. 

LETTER LXXXIV. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. D I N G L E Y. 

London, March 14, 1712-13. 
T T was a lovely day this, and I took the advan- 
"■* tage of walking a good deal in the Park, before 
I went to court. Colonel Difney, one of our fo- 
ciety, is ill of a fever, and, we fear, in great danger. 
We all love him mightily, and he would be a great 
lofs. I doubt I fliall not buy the library; for a 
roguifh bookfeller has offered fixty pounds more 
than I deiigned to give. So you fee I meant to have 
a good bargain. I dined with Lord Treafurer, and 
his Saturday company ; but there were but feven at 
table. Lord Peterborough is ill, and fpits blood, 
with a bruife he got before he left England ; but, 
I believe, an Italian lady he has brought over is the 
caufe that his illnefs returns. You know old Lady 
Bellafis is dead at laft ? She has left Lord Berkeley 
of Stratton one of her executors, and it will be of 
great advantage to him ; they fay above ten thou- 
fand pounds. I ftaid with Lord Treafurer, upon 
bufmefs, after the company was gone; but I dare 

not 
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not tell you upon what. My letters would be good 
tncmoirs, if I durft venture to fay a thoufand things 
that pafs ; but I hear fo much of letters opening at 
irour poft-office, that 1 am fearful, &c. 

1 5th, Lord Treafurer engaged me to dine with 
lim again to-day, and I had ready what he wanted; 
Dut he would not fee it, but put nac off till to-mor- 
'owl The Queen goes to chapel now. She is car- 
ied in an open chair, and will be well enough to go 
:o Parliament on Tuefday, if thcHoufes meet, which 
s not yet certain ; neither, indeed, can the mini- 
sters themfelves tell ; /or it depends on winds and 
iveather, and circumftances of negotiation. How- 
ever, we go on as if it was certainly to meet ; and 
[ am to be at Lord Treafurer's to-morrow, upon 
that fuppofition, to fettle fome things relating that 
way. Ppt. may underftand me. The do(5lors tell 
[ne, that if poor Colonel Difney does not get fome 
Deep to-night, he muft die. What care you ? 
Ah ! but I do care. He is one of our fociety 5 
I fellow of abundance of humour; an old bat- 
tered rake; but very honeft. Not an old man, 
but an old rake. It was he that faid of Jenny King- 
dom, the maid of honour, who is a little old, that, 
"jnce (he could not get a hufband, the Queen (hould 
jive her a brevet, to adl as a married woman. You 
lon't underftand this. They give brevets to Ma- 
ors and Captains, to adl as Colonels in the army. 
^revets are commilBons. Afk foldiers. 

1 6th, I was at Lord Treafurer *s before he came; 

md, as he entered, he told me, the Parliament was 

>rorogued till Thurfday fe'nnight. They have had 

* fome 
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fomc expreffcs, by which they county that the peace 
will be figned by that time; at leail that France, 
Holland, and we will fign fome articles, by which 
we (hall engage to fign the peace, when it is readj. 
But Spain has no minifter there ; for MonteleoD, 
who is to be their AmbaiTador at Utrecht, is not 
yet gone from hence; and till he is there, the 
Spaniards can fign no peace. And one thing take 
notice of, that a generd peace can hardly be finifhed 
ihefe two months, fo as to be proclaimed here ; for, 
after figning, it muft be ratified ; that is, confirmed 
by the feveral Princes at their courts, which to 
Spain will coft a month ; for we muft have notice, 
that it is ratified in all courts, before we can pro- 
claim it ; fo be not in too much hade.. 

17th, The Irifti folks were difappointed, that the 
Parliament did not meet to-day, becaufc it was St. 
Patrick's-day ; and the Mall was fo full of cro&s, 
that I thought all the woi:ld was Iri(h. Mifs A/hc 
is almoft quite well, and I fee the Bifhop, but (Ml 
not yet go to his houfe *. I dined again with Lord 
Treafurer ; but the Parliament being prorogued, I 
mufl keep what I have till next week ; for I be- 
lieve he will not fee it till juft the evening before 
the feflion. He has engaged me to dine with him 
again to-morrow, though I did all I could to put 
it off; but I don't care to difoblige him. 

1 8th, I have now dined fix days fuccefiively with 
Lord Treafurer ; but at night I ftole away, while he 
was talking with fomebody elfe, and fo am at liberty 

♦ Swift never had the finall-pox. 

to-mor* 
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to-morrow. There was a flying report of a gene- 
ral ccffation of armis ; every body had it court ; 
but, I believe, there is nothing in it. I afked a 
certain French minifter how things went ? And he 
whifpcred me in French, Your Plenipotentiaries 
and ours play the fool. None of us indeed approve 
of the conduft. of either at this time ; but Lord 
Trcafurer was in full good humour for all that. 
He had invited a good many of his relations ; and, 
of a dozen at table, they were all of the Harley 
family but myfelf. Difney is recovering, though 
you don't care a ftraw. Dilly murders us with his 
if-puns. You know them. 

19th, The Bi(hop of Clogher has made an if- 
pun, that he is mighty proud of, and defigns to 
fend it over to his brother Tom ; but Sir Andrew 
Fountain has wrote to Tom Afhe laft poft, and 
told him the pun, and defired him to fend it over 
to the Bifliop as his own j and, if it fucceeds, it 
will be a pure bite. The Bifliop will tell it us as 
a wonder, that he and his brother fhould jump (b 
cxaftly. ni tell you the pun. If there was a hack- 
ney coach at Mr. Pooley's door, what town in 
Egypt would it be ? Why, it would be Hecatom- 
polis ; Hack at Tom Pooley's. Silly, fays Ppt. I 
dined with a private friend to-day ; for our fociety, 
I told you, meet but once a fortnight. I have not 
feen Fanny Manley yet; I can't help it. Lady 
Orkney is come to town : why, (he was at her coun- 
try-houfe ; but what care you ? 

20th, Dilly read me a letter to-day, from Ppt. 
She feems to have fcratched her head when Ihe 

wrote 
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wrote it. 'Tis a fad thing to write to people witb- 
out tafte. There you lay, you hear I was going to 
Bath. No fuch thing; I am pretty well, I thank 
God. The town is now fending me to Savoy; forty 
pepple have given me joy of it, yet there is not the 
leaft truth that I know in it. I was at an auftion 
of piftures, but bought none. I was fo glad of 
my liberty, that I would dine no where ; but, the 
weather being fine, I fauntered into the city, and 
ate a bit about five, and then fupped at Mr. Burke's, 
your accomptant- general, who had been engaging 
me this month. The Bifliop of Clog;her was to 
have been there, but was hindered by Lord Pagci's 
funeral. The Provoft and I fat till one o'clock; 
and, if that be not late, I don't know what is late. 
Parnell's poem will be publi(hed on Monday, and 
to-morrow I defign he fhall prcfent it to Lord Trea- 
furer and Lord Bolingbroke at court. The poor 
lad is almoft always out of order with his head. 
Burke's wife is his fifter. 

2 1 ft. Morning. I will now fini(b my letter ; for 
company will come, and a ftir, and a clutter ; and 
I'll keep the letter in my pocket, and give it into 
the poft.. I muft go to court, and you know on 
Saturday I dine with Lord Trcafurer of courfc. 
Farewel, 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXV. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. DING LEY. 

London, March 21, 17 12-13, 

W DINED with Lord Treafurer to-4ay, and find 
he has been at a meeting at Lord Halifax's 
boufe with four principal Whigs ; but he is refolved 
to begin a fpeech againft them when the Parliament 
[its ; and I have begged that the minifters may have 
1 meeting on purpofe to fettle that matter, and let 
us be the attackers ; and I believe it will come to 
fomething, for the Whigs intend to attack the 
minifters : and if, inftead of that, the minifters at- 
tack the Whigs, it will be better. And farther, I 
relieve we fhall attack them on thofe vtry points 
:hey intend to attack us. The Parliament will be 
igain prorogued for a fortnight, becaufe of Pafl^on- 
week. I forgot to tell you, that Mr. Griffin has 
>iven Ppt's brother a new employment, about ten 
rounds a year better than his former ; but more re- 
note, and confequently cheaper. I wifli I could 
lave done better, and hope that you will take what 
:an be done in good part, and that Ppt's brother 
^ill not diflike it. 

2 2d, I dined to-day with Lord Steward. There 
Frank Annefley (a parliamentman) told me he had 
leard, that I had wrote to my friends in Ireland to 
iccp firm to the Whig intereft ; for that Lord Trca- 
tirer would certainly declare for it after the peace. 

Annefley 
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Anncfley faid twenty people had told him this. Yoil 
muft know this is what they endeavour to report of 
Lord Treafurer, that he defigns to declare for the 
Whigs ; and a Scotch fellow has wrote the famtf to 
Scotland ; and his meeting with thofe Lords gives 
occafion to fuch reports. Let me henceforth call 
Lord Treafiifcr El tee, becaufe poffibly my letters 
may be opened. Pray remember L. T. and Eltec 
ajre pronounced the fame way. You fee why I can- 
not come over the beginning of April ; but as hope 
faved it is not Pdfr's fault. Whoever has to do with 
this miniftry can fix no time. 

23d, I dined to-day at Sir Thomas Hanmer's, by 
an old appointment : there was the Duke of Or- 
mond, and Lord and Lady Orkney. I left them at 
fix ; every body is as four as vinegar. I endeavour 
to keep a firm friendftiip between the Duke of Or- 
mond and Eltee. I have great defigns, if I can 
compafs them ; but delay is rooted in Eltce*s heart; 
yet the fault is not altogether there> that things arc 
no better. Here is the curfedeft libel in verfe come 
out that ever was feen, called The Ambafladrefs *; 
it is very di^ll too ; it has been printed three or 
four different ways, and is handed about, but not 
fold. It abufes the Queen horribly. The Exa- 

• « It was intitled. The Erltifli Ambafladrefs's Speech to the French 
King ; for publilhing of which Mr. William Hart, the printer of the 
Flying Foil, was tried in the Coart of King's Bench, June 27, 171 j, 
and fentenced to iland twice in the piiJory, to pay a fine of 50I. to 
her Majelly, to be imprifoned two years, and till he fhould pay the 
faid 6nc ; and to Hnd fufficient furctics for his gopd behaviour during 

miner 



JOURNAL to StfiLLA. 417 

* has clear'd me to-day of being author of 
>er, and done it with great civilities to me. I 
it will ftop people's mouths; if not, they 

on and be hanged, I care not. 'Tis ter- 
liny weather. 111 go fleep. 

1, It rained all this day, and ruined me in 
hire. I went to fee Colonel Difney, who is 
nger. Then I vifited Lord Keeper, who was 
ler. I would not dine with him, but drove 

1 Treafurer (Eltee I mean) paid the coachman 
nt in ; but he dined abroad : fo I was forced 
the coachman again, and went to Lord Bo- 
)ke's. He dined abroad too; and at Lord 
in's I alighted, and by good luck got a dinner 
and then went to the Latin play at Weftmin- 

le paper is No. 35. Vol. III. and the pafiagc as follows: 
have been a long time laying a load upon a gentleman of the 
arafter for learning, good fenfc, wit, and more virtues, than 
Key can fct off and illuftrate by all tlie oppofition and ex- 
of vice, which are the compounds of their party. He is 
fully accompli (hed to be mortally hated by them, and they 
I not to charge him with writing the Examiner, as if that 
fufilcicnt revenge ; in which they fhew as little judgment' as 
I licrc pronounce him dear of that imputation ; and, out 
e regard to julHce, rtrip myfelf of all the honour that lucky 
h did this paper, referving to myfelf the entertaining reflec- 
hfit I was once taken for a mac, who has a thoufand other 
mendations, bcfides the malice of the word men, to make 
ived and eileemed by the befl : This is the fecond time I have 
ired that party, by publicly declaring who is not the author of 
aminer. I will lend them no more light, becaufc they do not 
. I could only wi(h, that their inv<e£tives againft that gentle- 
ad been confiderable enough to call forth his public refentments ; 
land amazed at their folly, in provoking fo much ruin to their 
Their intellcduals mull be as ftupid as their confciences, 
dread the terrors of his pen, though they met him with aU 
pile to his perfon, which they ever crrpreHed againll his 

. XV. E e fter 
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ftcr fchool, adled by the boys j and Lord Trcalurcr, 
Eltee I mean ^g^n, honoured them with his pie^ 
fence. Lady Mafham's eldeft fon» about two yean 
old, is ill, and I am afraid will not live. She is 
full of grief, and I pity and am angry with her. 
Four (hillings to-day in coach-hire; it won't do. 
Our peace will certainly be ready by Thurfday fort- 
night ; but our Plenipotentiaries were to blame, that 
it was not done already. They thought their powers 
were not full enough to fign the peace, unlefs every 
prince was ready, which cannot yet be ; for Spain 
has no minifler yet at Utrecht ; but now ours have 
new orders. 

25th, Weather worfe than ever ; terrible rain all 
day, but I was refolved I would fpend no more 
money. I went to an auftion of pidlurcs with Dr. 
Pratt, and there met the Duke of Beaufort, who 
promifed to come with me to Court, but did not. 
So a coach I got, and went to Court, and did (bme 
little bufinefs there, but was forced to go home; 
for you muft underftand I take a little phyfic over- 
night, which works me next day. Lady Orkney is 
my phyfician. It is hierapicra two fpoonfuls, dcvilifh 
fluff! I thought to have dined with Eltee, but 
would not, merely to fave a (hilling ; but I dined 
privately with a friend, and played at ombrtf, and 
won fix fhillings. Here are feveral people of qua- 
lity lately dead of the fmall-pox, I have not yet 
feen Mifs Afhe, but hear (he is well. ThcBifhop 
of Clogher has bought abundance of pictures, and 
Dr. Pratt has got him very good pennyworths, I 
can get^no walks, the weather is fo bad. 

2 2j6th, 
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26th, Though it was /hiving-day, head and 
beards yet I was out early to fee Lord %)lingbroke, 
and talk over affairs with him ; and then I went to 
the Duke of Ormond, and fo to Court, where the 
minifters did not come, becaufe the Parlianient was 
prorogued till this day fortnight. We had terrible 
rain and hail to-day. Our fociety met this day, 
but I left them before feven, and went to Sir An- 
drew Fountain, and played at ombre with him and 
Sir Thomas Clarges till ten, and then went to Sir 
Thomas Hanmer. His wife, theDuchefsof Graf-^ 
ton, left us after a little while, and I flayed with 
him about an hour upon fome affairs, &c. Lord 
Bolingbroke left us at the fociety before I went; for 
there is an exprefs from Utrecht, but I know no^ 
yet what it contains ; only I know the minifters 
cxpedl the peace will be figned in a week, which U 
a week before the feffion. 

27th, Parnell's poem is mightily eftecmed ; but 
poetry fells ill. I am plagued with poor Harrifon'S 
mother; you would laugh to fee how cautious I 
am of paying her the 100/. I received for her fori 
from the treafury. I have alUed every creatur? I 
know^ whether I may do it fafely 5 yet durft not 
venture, till my Lord Keeper aflured me there was 
no danger. Yet I have not paid her, but will in a 
day or two ; though I have a great mind to ftay till 
Ppt. fends me her opinion, becaufe Ppt. is a great 
lawyer. I dined to-day with a mixture of people 
^l a Scotchman's, who made the invitation to Mr. 
Lewis and me, and has fome dcfign upon us, which 
we know verv well. I went afterwards' to fee a 

E e 2 famous 
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famous moving picture, and I never faw any thing 
fo pretty. ,You fee a fea ten inches wide^ a town 
at the other end^ and (hips failing in the fea, and 
difcharging their cannon. You fee a great iky, with 
moon and ftars, fisfr. I am a fool. 

28th, I had a mighty levee to-day. I denymy- 
felf to every body, except about half a dozen, and 
they were all here, and Mr. Addifon was one. I 
had chocolate twice, which I don't like. Our 
rainy weather continues. Coach-hire goes deep. 
I dined with Eltee and his Saturday company, as 
ufual, and could not get away till nine. Lord Peter- 
borough was making long harangues, and Eltee kept 
me in fpite. Then I went to fee the BiHiop of 
Oflbry, who had engaged me in the morning ; he 
is going to Ireland. The Bi(hop of Killaloe and 
Tom Leigh were with us. The latter had wholly 
changed his ftilc by feeing how the Bifhops be- 
haved themfelves ; and he feemed to think me one 
of more importance than I really am. I put the 
ill conduft of the Bi{hops about the firft-fruits, with 
relation to Eltee and me, ftrongly upon Killaloe, 
and (hewed how it had hindered me from getting a 
better thing for them, called The Crown Rents, 
which the Queen had promifed. He had nothing 
to fay, but was humble, and defired my intereft in 
that and fome other things. 

29th, I have been employed in endeavouring to 
favc one of your * junior fellows, who came over 
here for a diipenfation from taking orders, and, in 

• Mr. Charles G rattan. , 

foliciting 
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folicitfng it^ (as run out his time^ and now his 
fellowship is void, if the college pleafes, unlefs the 
Queen fufpends the execution^ and gives him time 
to take orders. I (poke to all the minillers yefler- 
day about it ; but they fay the Queen is angry, and 
thought it was a trick to deceive her ; and fhe is 
pofitive, and fo the man mud be ruined, for I can- 
not help him. I never faw him in my life 5 but 
the cafe was fo hard, I could not forbear interpo- 
ling. Your government recommended him to the 
Duke of Ormond, and he thought they would 
grant it; and by the time it was refufed, the fel- 
lowfliip, by rigour, is forfeited. I dined with Dr. 
Arbuthnot (one of my brothers) at his lodgings in 
Chelfea, and was there at chapel ; aud the altar put 
me in mind of Tifdall's outlandifh mould at your 
hofpital for foldiers. I was not at Court to*-day, 
and I hear the Queen was not at church. Perhaps 
the gout has feized her again. Terrible rain all day. 

30th, Morning. I was naming fbme time ago, 
to a certain perfon, another certain perfon, that was 
very deferving, and poor and fickly ; and the other, 
that firft certain perfon, gave me 100 1. to give the 
other, which I have not yet done. The perfon, 
who is to have it, never faw the giver, nor expels 
one farthing, nor has the lead knowledge or ima- 
gination of it ; fo I believe it will be a very agree- 
able furprife ; for I think^ it a handfome prefent 
enough. 

At night I dined in the city, at Pontac*s, with 
Lord Dupplin *, and fome others. We were treated 

* Then one of the Tellers of the Exchequer. 

Be 3 by 
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by one Colonel Cleland, who has a iDind to be 
Governor of BarbadbeSy and is laying theie loi^ 
traps for me and others, to engage our intcrcft for 
him. He is a true Scotchman. I payed the xool. 
this evening, and it w^as a great furprife to the rc«- 
ceiver. We reckon the peace is now figncdj and 
that we fliall have it in three days. I believe it is 
pretty fare. 

31ft, I thought to-day on Ppt. when flie told 
me {he fuppofed I was acquainted with the fteward, 
when I was giving myfelf airs of being at fome 
Lord's houfe. Sir Andrew Fountain invited the 
Bifhop of Clogher and me, and fome other?, to dine 
where he did ; and he carried us to the Duke of 
Kent's, who was gone out of town; but the fleward 
treated us nobly, and (hewed us the fine pictures, 
&c. This evening Lady Mafham, Dr, Arbuthaot, 
and I, were contriving a lye for to-morrow, that 
Mr. Noble *, who was hanged laft Saturday, was 
recovered by hi3 friends, and then feized again by 
the fherifF, and is now in a mcflenger's hands at the 
Black Swan in Hoi born. We are all to fend to our 
friends, to know whether they have heard anything 
of it, and fo we hope it will fpread. . However, we 
fhall do our endeavours j nothing fliall be wanting 
on our parts, and leave the reft to fortune. 

April I ft. We had no fuccefs in our ftory, though 
I fent my man to feveral houfes, to inquire among 
the footmen, without letting him into the Iccret i 

• • Richard Noble, an attorney at >fcw Inn, execntcd at Kingiten, 
for the mardcr of John Sayer, £% whdfc wife, the daughter of Ad- 
miral Neville he had fcdaced from hfr hafbaind.* 
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but I doubt my coUegues did not contribute as they 
ought* Parnell and I dined with Dartineuf to-<lay. 
You have heard of Dartineuf: I have told you of 
him. After dinner wc all went to Lord Boling«> 
broke's, who had defired me to dine with him; 
but I would not, becaufe I heard it was to look ovekr 
& dull poem of one parfon Trap, upon the peace. 
The Swedifh Envoy told me to-day at Court, that 
be was in great apprehenfions about his mader; 
and indeed we are afraid that Prince * is dead among 
thofe Turkifh dogs. I prevailed on Lord Boling- 
broke to invite Mr. Addifon to dine with him on 
Good Friday. I fuppofc we fhall be mighty man- 
nerly. Addifon is to have a play on Friday in Eaftcr 
week: 'tis a tragedy, called Cato ; I faw it unfini(hed 
fome years ago. Did I tell you, that Steele has 
begun a new daily paper, called the Guardian*)*: 
they fay good for nothing. I have not feen it. 

2d, I was this morning with Lord Bolingbroke, 
and he tells me a Spanifh courier is juft come, with 
the news that the King of Spain has agreed to every 
thing that the Queen defires ; and the Duke Offuna 
has left Paris, in order to his journey to Utrecht, 
I was prevailed on to come home with Trap', and 
read his poem, and correal it ; but it was good for 
nothing. While I was thus employed. Sir Thomas 
Hanmer came up to my chamber, and baulked une 
of a journey he and I intended this week to Lord 
Orkney^s, at Cliifden ; but he is not well, and his 

* Charles die XUth. 

t < That paper began to be poblilhed oa Thorfday, Marcb it« 

£ e 4 phyfician 
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phyAcian will not let him undertake fuch a jw-' 
ney. I intended to dine with Lord Treafurer; but 
going to fee Colonel Difney, who lives with Gene- 
ral Withers, I liked the General's little dinner, fo 
well, that I flayed and took (hare of it» and did 
not go to Lord Treafurer till fix, where I found 
Dr. Sacheverell, who told us, that the bookfeller 
had given him lool. for his * fermon, preached 
lad Sunday, and intended to print 30,000; but I 
jDelieve he will be confoundedly bit, and will hardly 
fell above half. I have fire Hill, though April is 
begun, againft my old maxim ; but the weather is 
wet and cold. I never faw fuch a long run of ill 
weather in my life. 

3d, I was at the Queen's chapel to-day, but flic 
was not there. Mr. St. John, Lord Bolingbroke's 
brother, came this day at noon with an exprefs 
from Utrecht, that the peace is figned by all the 
minifters there, but thofe of the Emperor, who 
will likewife fign in a few days ; fo that now the 
great work is in efteft done, and I believe will ap-*- 
pear a moft excellent peace for Europe, particularly 
for England. Addifon and I, and fomc others, 
dined with Lord Bolingbroke, and fat with him 

• ' His (Sacheverell's) fcrmony preached at St. Savioar's church, 
in Southwark, of which he was one of the chaplains, on Luke xxlii. 
34* on occaiion of the expiration of the three years filencc impofed 
upon him by theHoafe of Lords, in coi|(eqQence of his impeachment 
in 1702. The fermon was publifhed under the title of* The Chrif- 
dan triumph, or the duty of praying for our enemies.' In April, 
1713, he was prefented by the Queen to the redioryof St. Andrew's, 
Holbom, which had been held incommmdam by T>r. Tkomas Maiinxng- 
Vapi, with tl^e BifhopricH of Chiche/ler/ 

tfli 
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ill twelve. We were very civil, but yet when wc 
;sew warm, we talked in a friendly manner of 
wty. Addifon raifed his objeiftions, and Lord 
Jolingbroke anfwcred them with great complaifance. 
Vddifon began Lord Somers's health, which went 
ibout ; but I bid him not name Lord Wharton's, 
or I would not pledge it; and I told Lord Boling- 
)roke frankly, that Addifon loved Lord* Wharton 
IS little as I did : fo we laughed, &c. Well, but 
^ou are glad of the peace, you Ppt. the trimmer, arc 
lot you ? As for D, D. I don't doubt her. 

4th, This Paffion-wcek people are fo demure, 
jfpecially this laft day, that I told Dilly, who called 
:>ere, that I would dine with him, and fb I did ; 
ind had a fmall fhoulder of mutton of my own 
befpeaking. It rained all this day. I came home 
It feven, and have never ftirred out, but have been 
reading Sachevereirs long dull fermon, which he 
fent me. It is the firfl; fermon fince his fufpenfion 
Is expired ; but not a word in it upon the occafion, 
except two or three remote hints. The Bifhop of 
Clogher has been fadly bit by Tom Afhc, who fent 
bim a pun, which the Bifhop had made, and de- 
(igned to fend to him, but delayed it ; and Lord 
Pembroke and I made Sir Andrew Fountain write 
it to Tom. I believe I .told you of it in my laft; 
it fucceeded right, and the Bi(hop was wondering 
tp Lord Pembroke how he and his brother could 
hit on the fame thing. I'll go to bed foon, for I 
muft be at church by eight to-morrow, Eafter-day. 

5th, Wafbiirton wrote to me two letters about a 
living of one Foqlkes^ who is lately dead in the 

<:ounty 
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county of Mcath. My anfwcr is, that before I re- 
ceived the firfl letter. General Gorge had recora- 
mended a friend of his to the Duke of Ormond, 
which was the firft time I heard of its vacancy, and 
it was the Provoft told me of it. I believe verily 
that Foulkes was not dead when Gorge recom- 
mended the other. For Warburton's lad letter faid, 
that Foulkes was dead the day before the date. 
This has prevented me from fcrving Warburton, as 
I would have done, if I had received notice early 
enough. Pray fay or write this to Warburton, to 
juftify me to him. I was at church at eight this 
iborning, and (haved and drefied after. I came 
back, but was too late at Court ; and Lord Abing- 
too bad like to have fhapped me for dinner, and I 
believe will fall out with me for refufing him : but 
I hate dining with him, and I dined with a pri- 
vate friend, and took two or three good walks; for 
it was a very fine day, the firft we have had a great 
while. Remember, was Eafter-day a fine day with 
you ? I have fat with Lady Worfley till late. 

6th, I was this morning, at ten, at the rehearfal 
of Mr* Addifon's play, called Cato, which is to bo 
aAed on Friday. There were not above half a 
fcore of us to fee it. We flood on the ftage, and 
it was foolifh enough to fee the aftors prompted 
every moment, and the poet direfting them ; and 
the drab, that adls Cato*s daughter*, out in the 
midft of a paffionate part, and then calling out, 
what's next ? The Bifliop of Clogher was there too^ 
but he ftood privately in a gallery. I went to dine 

• « Mrs. Oldfield/ 

with 
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ivith Lord Treafurer, but he was gone toWimbledon, 
ns daughter Caermarthen's country feat, feven miles 
^fF; fo I went back, and dined privately with Mr. 
^ddifon, whom I had left to go .to Lord Treafurer. 
[ keep fire yet ; I am very extravagant. I fat this 
evening with Sir Andrew Fountain, and we amufed 
3urfelves with making if-puns for Dilly. It is rainy 
^veather; never faw the like. Pray tell Swanton I 
lad his letter, but cannot contrive how to fervc 
lim. If a Governor were to go over, I would re- 
rommcnd him as far as lay in my power, but I can 
io no more ; and you know all employments in 
Ireland, at lead almofl: all, are engaged in rever- 
Sons. If I were on the fpot, and had credit with 
I Lord Lieutenant, I would very heartily recommend 
bim ; but employments here are no more in my 
power than the monarchy itfelf. 

7th, Morning. I have had a vifiter here, that 
has taken up my time. I write by this poft to the 
Dean, but it is not above two lines ; and one in- 
clofed to you, but that inclofed to you is not above 
three lines; and then one inclofed to the Dean, which 
be muft not have, but upon condition of burning 
it immediately after reading, and that 4>efore your 
eyes ; for there are fome things in it I would not 
have liable to accident. You {hall only know in ge« 
neral, that it is an account of what I have done to 
ferve him in his pretenfions on thefe vacancies, &c. 
But he muft not know that you know fo much. 
Don't this perplex you? what care I? But love Pdfr. 
farcwcl, deareftMD. 

LET. 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. DINGLEY. 

London) April 7, 17 13. 
JOINED with Lord Trcafurer, and though the 
^ bufiners I had with him is fomething againft 
Thorfday, when the ParUament is to meet, and this 
is Tuefday, yet he put it off till to*morrow^ I dare 
not tell you what it is, led this letter fliould mif- 
carry, or be opened; but I never faw his fellow 
for delays. The Parliament will now certainly &t, 
and every body's expeAations are ready to borft* 
At a council to-night, the Lord Chief Jufticc Par- 
ker *> a Whig, fpoke againft: the peace ; ib did Lord 
Cholmondeley, another Whig, who is Treafurer of 
the Houfliold. My Lord Keeper was this night 
ihade Lord Chancellor. We hope there will foon 
be fome removes. 

8th» Lord Chol^mondeley is this ^ay removed from 
his employment, for his laft night's (peech; and 
Sir Richard Temple, Lieutenant-general, the greateft 
Whig in the army, is turned out ; and Lieutenant- 
general Palmer will be obliged to fell his regiment. 
This is the iirft fruits of a friendship I have efta* 
blifhed between two great men. I dined with Lord 
Treafurer, and did the bufinefs I had for him to 
bis fatisfadion. I won't tell you what it was. The 
parliament fits to-morrow fcr certain. Here is a 
letter printed in Maccartney's name, vindicating 

* Aften^'ards Earl of Macclesfield. 

himfelf 
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himfclf from the murder of Duke Hamilton. 1 
muftgivefome hints to have itanfwcred; *tis full 
of lies, and will give an opportunity of expofing 
that party. To-morrow will be a very important 
day. All the world will be at Weftminfter. Lord 
Treafurer is as eafy as a lamb. They are mufter- 
ing up the proxies of the abfent Lords; but they 
are not in any fear of wanting a majority, which 
death and accidents have increafed this year. 

9th, I was this morning with Lord Treafurer, to 
prefcnt to him a young fon of the lare Earl of Jcrfey, 
at the defire of the widow. There I fa w the mace and 
great coach ready for Lord Treafurer, who was going 
to Parliament. Our fociety met to-day ; but I ex- 
pedted the Houfes would fit longer than I cared to faft; 
fo I dined with a friend, and never enquired how mat- 
ters went till eight this evening, when I went to Lord 
Orkney's, where I found Sir Thomas Hanmer. The 
Queen delivered her fpeech very well, but a little 
weaker in her voice. The crowd was vaft. The 
order for an addrefs was moved, 'and oppofcd by 
Lords Nottingham, Halifax, and Cowper. Lord 
Treafurer fpoke with great fpirit and refblution ; 
Lord Peterborough flirted againft the Duke of Marl- 
borough (who is in Germany, you know) but it 
was in anfwer to one of Lord Halifax's imperti- 
»ence$. The order for an addrefs pafled by a ma- 
jority of thirty-three, and the Houfes rofe before fix. 
This is the account I heard at Lord Orkney's. 
The Bifliop of Chefter *, a high Tory, was againft 
the Court. The Duchefs of Marlborough fept for 
• * Dr. Francis GailrcU, confecratcd to that fee April 4, 17 3/ 

him 
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him fome months ago^ to juflify Herfclf to him in 
relation to the Queeo» and ihewed him letters, and 
told him' floriesy which the weak man believed, 
and was converted. 

lothy I dined with a coufin in the city, and poor 
Patty Rolt was there. I have got her rogue of a 
hufband leave to come to England from Portmahon. 
The Whigs arc much down; but I reckon they 
have feme fchemc in agitation. This Patliament- 
time hinders our Court-meetings on Wednefdays, 
Thurfdays, and Saturdays. I had a great deal of 
bufinefs to-night, which gave me a temptation to 
be idle, and I lofl a dozen (hillings at ombre with 
Dr. Pratt and another. It rains every day, and yet 
we are all over duft. Lady Ma(ham's cideft boy is 
very ill : I doubt he will not live, and (he ftays at 
Kenfington to nurfe him, which vexes us all. She 
is fo exceflively fond, it makes me mad. She ihould 
never leave the Queen, but leave every thing, to 
ilick to what is fo much the intereft of the publick, 
as well as her oWn. This I tell her i but talk to 
the winds. 

nth, I dined at Lord Treafurer*s with his Satur- 
day company. We had ten at table, all Lords, 
but myfelf, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Argyle went off at fix, and was in very indifferent 
humour, as ufual. Duke of Ormond and Lord 
Bolingbroke were abfent. I ftaid till near ten. 
Lord Treafurer (hewed us a fn^ll pid:ure, enamelled 
work, and fet in gold, worth about twenty pounds; 
a pidlure, I mean of the Queen, which (he gave to 
the Duchefs of M— — — ^gh, fet in diamonds. When 

the 
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the Duchcfs was leaving England, (be took off all 
the diamonds, and gave the pidlure to one Mrs^ 
Higgins, (an old intriguing woaian, whom eveiy 
body knows) bidding her make the befl of it iht 
could. Lord Treafurer fent to Mrs. Higgins for 
this piftiire, and gave her one hundred pounds for 
it. Was ever fuch an ungrateful bcaft as that 
Duchefs ? or did you ever hear fuch a ftory ? I fup- 
pofe the Whigs vyiU not believe it. Pray, try them. 
She takes off the diamonds, and gives away the 
pidure to an iniignificant woman, as a thing of ao 
confequcnce ; and gives it to her to fell, like a piece 
of old-faihioned plate. Is (he not a detedable Hut ? 
1 2th, I went to Court to-day, on purpofe to pre- 
icnt Mr. Berkeley*, one of your fellows of Dublin 
college, to Lord Berkeley of Stratton. That Mr. 
Berkeley is a very ingenious man, and a great philo- 
fopher, and I have mentioned him to all the mini* 
{lers, and have given them fome of his writings ; 
and I will favour him as much as I can. This I 
think I am bound to, in honour anil confcience, to 
ufe all my little credit towards helping forward men 
of worth in the world -f*. The Queen was at cha- 
pel to-day, and looks well. I dined at Lord Ork«- 
ney's with the Duke of Ormond, Lord Arran, and 
Sir Thomas Hanmer. Mr. St. John, fecretary at 
Utrecht, expcfts every moment to return there with 
the ratification of the peace. 

* This Mr. Berkeley was afterwards the celebrated Bi&op of 
Cloync. 

t Swift procured him to be fent fecretary and chaplain io Sicily, 
with the Earl of Peterborough. ' 
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13th, This morning my friend, Mr. Lewi?, 
came to me, and fhewed me an order for a warrant 
for the three vacant Deanries; but none of them to 
me. This was what I always forcfaw, and re- 
ceived the notice of it better, I believe, than he 
cxpeded. I bid Mr. Lewis tell my LordTreafurcr, 
that I take nothing ill of him, but his not giviog 
me timely notice, as he promifed to do, if he found 
the Queen would do nothing for me. At noon. 
Lord Treafurer hearing I was in Mr. Lewis's office, 
came to me, and faid many things, too long to re- 
peat. I told him, I had nothing to do but go to 
Ireland immediately ; for I could not, with any re- 
putation, ftay longer here, unlefs I had fomething 
honourable immediately given to me. We dined 
together at the Duke of Ormond's. He there told 
me, he had flopped the warrants for the Deans, that 
what was done for me, might be at the fame time, 
and he hoped to compafs it to-night ; but I believe 
him not, I told the Duke of Ormond my inten- 
tions. He is\:ontent Sterne (hould be a Bifhop, 
and I have St. Patrick's; but, I believe, nothing 
will come of it, for ftay I will not ; and fo I believe 
you will fee me in Dublin before April ends. I am 
lefs out of humour than you would imagine ; and 
if it were not, that impertinent people will condole 
with me, as they ufed to give me joy, I would 
value it lefs. But I will avoid company, and mufter 
up my baggage, and fend them next Monday by 
the carrier to Chefter, and go fee my willows^ againft 
the expeiftation of all the world. . What care L^ 
Night, deareft rogues. 

X4th, 
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l4th^ I dined in the city to-day, and ordered a 
lodging to be got ready for me againft I came to pack 
up my things; for I will leave this end of the town ds 
foon as ever the warrants for the Deaneries are out, 
whicharcyetftopped. LordTreafurer told Mr. Lewis, 
that it (hould be determined to-night ; and fo he will 
fay an hundred nights; fo he faid yefterday, but I va«« 
lue it not. My daily journals fhall be but (hort till 
I get into the city, and then I will fend away this, 
and follow it myfelf ; and defign to walk it all th'c 
way to Cheftcr, my man and I, by ten miles a day* 
It will do my health a great deal of good* I fhall 
do it in fourteen days. 

15th, Lord Bolingbroke made me dine with him 
to-day, (I was as good company as ever) and told 
me the Queen would determine fomething for me to- 
night. The difpute is Windfor^ or St. Patrick's. I 
told him I would not flay for their difputes, and he 
thought 1 was in the rights Lord Mafham told 
me, that Lady Mafham is angry I have not been to 
fee her fince this bufmefs, and defires I will come 
to-morrow. 

1 6th, I was this noon dt Lady Mafham's, who was 
juft come from Kenfmgton, where her eldeft fon is 
fick. She faid much to me of what fhe had talked 
to the Queen, and Lord Treafurer. The poor Lady 
fell a fhedding tears openly. She could not bear to 
think of my having St. Patrick*s, &c. I was never 
more moved than to fee fo much friendfhip. I would 
not flay with her, but went and dined with Dr. 
Arbuthnot, with Mr. Berkeley, one of your fellows. 

Vol. XV^ F f whom 
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whom I have recommended to the Doftor, Sc- 
Mr. Lewis tells me, that the Duke of Ormood hai 
been to-day with the Queen ; and (he was content, 
that Dr. Sterne (hould be Biihop of Dromore, and 
I Dean of St. Patrick's j but then out canoe Lord 
Treafurer^ and faid, he would not be iatisfied, but 
that I muft be a Prebendary of Windfbr. Thus he 
perplexes things. I expeft neither ; but I confefs, 
as much as .1 love England, I am fo angry at this 
treatment, that, if I had my choice, I would ra-^ 
ther have St. Patrick's. Lady Mafham fays, flic will 
ipeak to the purpofe to the Queen to-morrow. 

17th, I ^ent to dine at Lady MaAam's to-day, 
and ihe was taken ill of a fore throat, and is aguifh« 
She fpoke to the Queen laft night, but had not much 
time. The Queen fays, (he will determine to-mor- 
row with Lord Treafurcr. The warrants for the 
Deaneries are ftill (lopped, for fear I (liould be gone. 
Do you think anything will be done? Idon^'tcare 
whether it is or no. In the mean time I prepare for 
my journey, and fee no great people, nor will fee 
Lord Treafurer any more, if I go. Lord Trea- 
furer told Mr. Lewis it (hould be done to-night ; 
fo he faid five nights ago. 

1 8th, This morning Mr. Lewis fent me word, 
that Lord Treafurer told him the Qgeen would de- 
termine at noon. At three Lord Treafurer fent to 
me to come to his lodgings at St James's, and told 
me the Qgeen was at laft refolved, that Dr. Sterne 
fhobld be Bi(hop of Dromore, and I Dean of St. 
Patrick's ; and that Sterne's warrant (hould be drawn 
immediately. ^You know the Deanery is in the 
I Dttkc 



JOURNAL to STELLA. 4^5 

Duke of Ormond's gift ; but this is concerted be* 
tween the Queen, Lord Trcafurcr, and the Duke of 
Ormond, to make room for mc. I do not know 
whether it will yet be done; fomc unlucky accident 
may yet come. Neither can I feel joy at paffing my 
days in Ireland ; and I confefs, I thought the Miniftry 
would not let me go ; but perhaps they can't help it. 

19th, I forgot to tell you, that Lord Treafurer 
forced me to dine with him yeflerday as ufual, with 
his Saturday company } which I did, after frequent 
refufals. To-day I dined with a private friend, and 
was not at Court. After dinner, Mr« LewisJTent me 
word, that the Queen ftayed till (he knew whether 
the Duke of Ormond approved of Sterne for a Bi- 
ihop. I went this evening, and found the; Duke 
Ormond at the Cockjnt, and told him, and defired 
he would go to the Queen, and approve of Sterne. 
He made objections, and deiired I would name any 
other Deanery, for he did not like Sterne ; that 
Sterne never went to fee him ; that he was infiuen*- 
ced by the Archbi(hop of Dublin, &c. (o all is now 
broken again. I fent out for Lord Treafurer, and 
told him this. He fays all wilt do well ; batd va-* 
lue not what he fays. This fufpenie vexes me worib 
than any thing elfe. 

20th, I went to-day, by appointment, to the 
Cockpit, to talk with the Duke of Ormond. He 
repeated the fame propofals of any other Deanery, (^t. 
I defired he would put me out of the cafe, and do as 
he pleafed. Then, with great kindnefs, he faid 
he would con(ent ; but would do it for no man 
alive but me, &c, And he will fpeak to the Queen 

F f 2 - to-day 
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to-day or to-morrow : fo, perhaps, fomething will 
come of it. I can-t telK 

2 1 ft. The Duke of Ormond has told the Queen, 
he is fatisfiedy that Sterne fliould be Biihop^ and 
fhe confents I 0iall be Dean; and I fuppofe the 
warrants will be drawn in a day or two. I dined 
at an alehoufo with Parnell and Berkeley ^ for I am 
not in bun^our to go among the Miniflers, diough 
Lord Dartmouth invited me to dine with him to-day, 
and Lord Treafurer was to be there. I faid I would^ 
if I were out of fufpenfe. 

2 2d, The Queen fays warrants fhall be drawn, 
but (he will difpofe of all in England and Ireland at 
once, to be teazed no more. This will delay it fome 
time } and, while it is delayed, I am not fure of the 
Queen, my enemies being bufy. I hate this fufpenfe. 

23d, I dined yeflerday with General Hamilton* 
I forgot to tell you. I write fhort journals now. I 
have eggs on the fpit. This night the Queen hath 
figned all the warrants, among which Sterae is Bifhop 
of Dromore, and the Duke of Ormond is to fend 
over an order for making me Dean of St. Patrick's. 
I have no doubt of him at all/ I think 'tis now 
pafl. And I fuppofe MD is malicious enough to 
be glad, and rather have it than fTel/s. But you fee 
what a condition I am in. I thought I was to pay 
but fix hundred pounds for the hpufe ; but the BiOiop 
pf Clogher fays eight hundred pounds ; firfl-fruits 
about one hundred and fifty pounds Irifb, and fo 
with a patent, .&c. a thoufand pounds in all; fo 
ihat I fhall not be the better for the Deanery thefe 
fbree years. I hope, in fome time, they will be 

per^ 
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perfuadcd here to give me fomc money, to pay oflF 
thefe debts. I muft finifli the book ♦ I am writing, 
before I can go over; and they cxpeft I (hall pafs 
. next winter here, and then I will drive them to give 
me a lum of money. However, I hope to pafs four 
or five months with you, I received yours to- 
night i juft ten weeks fincc I had your laft. I fhall 
write next poll to Bifhop Sterne^ Never man had 
fo many enemies in Ireland as he. I carried it with 
the flrongeft hand poffible. If he does not ufe me 
well, and gently, in what dealings I fhaH have with 
him, he will be the moft ungrateful of mankind. 
The Archbifhop of York -f*, my mortil enemy, has 
fent, by the third hand, that he would be glad to 
fee me. Shall I fee him, or not ? I hope to be over 
in a month. I ftiall anfwer your rattle foon ; ' but no 
more journals. I fliall be very bufy. Short letters 
from henceforward. I (hall not part with Laracor. 
That is all I have to live on, except the Deanery be 
worth more than four hundred pounds a year. Is 
it ? Pray write to me a good-humoured letter im- 
mediately, let it be ever fo fhort. This affair was 
carried with great difficulty, which vexes me. But 
they fay here, it is much to my reputation, that I 
have made a Bifhop, in fpite of all the world, and 
to get the befl Deanery in Ireland. 

24th, I forgot to tell you I had Sterne's letter 
yeflerday, in anfwer to mine. I dined in the city 
to-day with my printer, and came home early, and 

• « The Hiftory of the Peace of Utrecht.' 

t Dr. Sharp, who, with the Duchcfs of Somerfet, prevented the 
Queen from giving hixx^ a Biftiopric. 

am 
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am going to be buiy with my woik. I will fend 
this to-mof row» and I fuppofe the wamats will go 
then, I wrote to Dr. Co^iU» to take care of pidf* 
fing my patent ; and. to Parvifol, to attend him 
with moneys if he has any, or to borrow fofoe 
where he can* 

25th, Morning. I know not whether my war- 
rant be got ready from the Dtike of Qrmond. I fup« 
pofe it will by to-night. I am going abroad, and will 
keep this unfeaied^ till I know whether all be finiflied* 

I had this letter all day in my pocket, waiting 
till I heard the warrants were gone over. Mr. 
Lewis fent to Southwell's Clerk at ten; and he 
faid the Biihop of Killaloe had defired they fhonld 
be flopped till next poft. He ient again, that the 
Biihop of' Killaloe's ^ bufinefs had nothing to do 
with ours. Then I went myfelf, but it was pad 
eleven, and aiked the reafon* Killaloe is removed to 
Raphoe, and he has a mind to have an order for the 
rents of Raphoe, that have f^en d»is fince the va- 
cancy, and he would have all App till he has gotten 
that. A pretty requeft ! But the Clerk, at Mr, 
Lewis's meflage, &nt the warrants for Sterne and 
me ; but then it was too late to fend this, which 
frets me heartily, that MD fhould not have intelli* 
gence firfl from Pdfr. I think to take a hundred 
pound a year out of the Deanery, and divide between 
♦ * ♦ * but will talk of that when I come over. 
Night, dear MD. Love Pdfr, 

26tb, I was at Court to-day, and a thousand 
people gave me joy; fo I ran out. I dined with 

• * Dr. Thomas Lindfay.* 

I/ady 



JOURNAL to STELLA. 439 

Lady Orkney, Ycfterday I dined with Lord Trca- 
furer, and his Saturday people^ as ufual ; and was 
fo be-dean'd, &c. The Archbifhop of York fays^ 
he will never more fpeak againft me. Pray fee, that 
Parvifol ftirs about getting my patent. I have given 
Took D. D.'s note, to prove (he is alive. 

27th, Nothing new to-day* I dined with Tom 
Harley, &c. Ill feal up this to-night. Pray write 
foon. 

LETTER LXXXVIL 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. DINGLEY. 

Lofidon* May 16, 17 13. 

T HAD your's. No. 40, ycfterday. Your new 
Bifliop adls very ungratefully. I cannot fay fo 
bad of him as he dcfcrves. I begged by the fame 
poft his warrant and mine went over, that he would 
leave thoie livings to my difpofal. I (hall write this 
poft to him, to let him know how ill I take it. I 
have letters to teU me, that I ought to think of em- 
ploying fbmebody to &t the tytbes of the Deanery* 
I know not what to do ftt this diftance. I cannot 
be in Ireland under a month. I will write two 
orders 1 one to Parvifol, and the other to Parviidl 
and — — — a blank for whatever fellow the laft 
Dean employed ; and I would defke you to adviie 
with friends, which to make ufe of. If the latter^ 
let the fellow's name be inserted, and both may aA 
by commiffion. If the former, then Ipeak to Par- 
vifol, and know whether he can undertake it. I 
doubt it is hardly to be done by a ftrange^ alone, as 

Parvifol 
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Parvifol is. He may perhaps venture at all, to ktv} 
up his intereft with me ; but that is needlefs, for I 
am willing to do him any good, that will do me no 
harm. Pray advife with Walls and Raymond, and 
a little with Bi(hop Sterne for form: Tell Raymond 
I cannot fucceed to get him the living of Moymed. 
U is reprefented here as a great fine-cure. Several 
Chaplains have folicited for it ; and it has vexed me 
fo, that, if I live, I will make it my bufinefs to fcrve 
him better in fomething elfe. I am heartily forry 
for his illnefs. I thank Mr. Walls for his letter. 
Tell him, that muft ferve for an anfwer, with my 
fervice to him and her. I fhall buy Biihop Sterne s 
hair, as foon as his houfliold goods. I (hall be ruined 
or at leaft fadly cramped, uplefs the Queen will give 
me one thoufand pounds. I am fure (he owes me a 
great deal more. Lord Treafurer rallies me upon it, 
and I believe intends it ,• but quando ? I am advifcd 
to haften over as foon as polfible, and fo I will, and 
hope to fct out the beginning of June. Take no 
lodging for me ; what at your old tricks again ? I 
can lie fomewhere after I land^ and care not where, 
nor how. Pray think immediately, and give me 
fbme commiflions, and I will perform them. You 
did not write to the Dean, &c. and I think you 
might have had a Dean under your girdle for the 
fuperfcriptbn. I have juft fini(hed my Treatifc *, 
and mufl be ten days in correcting it. Farewell. 

dfearcR MD. Fw. Me. Lele. 

t 

• * His'Hiftory of the Peace of Utrecht.* 
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